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A Paoros l for the univerſal uſe of Trtsn 
MaxNUFACTURE, in claths and furniture 


of houſes, etc. utterly rejecting and renounc- 
ing every thing wearable that comes from 


ENGLAND. * 
Written in che Lear 1720. 


I is the peculiar felicity and prudence of the people 
in this kingdom, that whatever commodities or pro- 
ductions lie under the greateſt diſcouragements from 
England, thoſe are what they are ſure to be molt 

induſtrious in cultivating and ſpreading. Agriculture, 

which hath beca the principal care of all wiſc nations, and 
tor 


This treatiſe ſpread very faſt, upon which a perfon in great 
office ſent in haſte for the Chief Juitice (M hitſhed} and inform- 
ed him of a ſeditions, factious ane virulent pamphlet lately pub- 
lith:d, with a defizn of ſetting the two kingdoms at variance, 
direQing at the ſame time, that the printer ſhould be proſecuted 
with the utmoſt rigour.— The Chicf Juice had ſo quick an un- 
dcrit:nding, that he refolved if poſſible to out-do his arders.— 
The printer was ſeized, and forced to give great ball: —-the 
jury brought him in not guifty, although they had been culled 
with the u:mott induſtry : the Chief Juſtice (ent them back nine 
times, and kept them eleven hours, until being tired cut they 
were for:ed to leave the matter to the mercy of the judge by 
what they call a ſpecial verdi:t. During the trial the Chief Fujitre 
among other ſingularities laid his hand on his breaſt, and pro- 
telted tylemniy, that the author's delizn was to bring in the pre- 
tender: Ent the cauſe being fo very odious and impopular, the 
trial of the verdict was deferred from one term to another, un- 
til upon (the D. of G—-ft-n) the Lord Lieutenant's arrival, his 
Grace, after mature advice and permiſſion from England, was 
pleaſed to grant a uli proſegui. See Swift's letter to Pope, of 
Jan. 10 1721, vol. 8. Hawkeſ. 

Vor. III. A This 
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for the encouragement whereof there are ſo many ſtatute- 
laws in England, we countenance ſo well, that the land- 
lords are every where by penal clauſes abſolutely prohibit- 
ing their tenants from ploughing , not ſatisfied to confine 
them within certain limitations, as is the practice of the En- 
gliſh ; one effect of which is already ſcen in the prodigi- 
ous dcarneſs of corn, and the importation of it from Lon- 
don, as the cheaper market. And becauſe people are the 
riches of a country, and that our neighbours have done, and 
are doing, all that in them lies to make our wool a drug 
to us, and a monopoly to them; therefore the politic 
gentlemen of Ireland have depopulated vaſt tracts of the 
beſt land, for the feeding of ſhecp. 

1 could fill a volume, as large as the hi/tory of the wiſe 
»en of Gotham, with a catalogue only of ſome awnderful 
laws and cuſtoms we have obſerved within thirty years paſt. 
It is true indeed, our beneficial trafic of wool with France 
bath been our only ſupport for ſeveral ycars paſt, furniſh- 


This piece firſt turned the tide of popularity in the author's 
favour. 

When the author had finiſhed Gulliver's travels, he found an 
opening to indulye his love of politics, and to commence a patrivt 
for Ireland: and he made uſe of the opportunity, by increaling 
the natural jcalouſy which the leſſer i!land conſtantly entertains 
of the greater. His treatiſe, or propolal, immediately raiſed a 
very violent flame. The printer was proſecuted: and the pro- 
ſecution had the ſame effect. which generally attends thoſe Kind 
of meaſures; it added fewel to the flame. But his greateſt ene- 
mies mult confeſs, that the pamplilet is written in the ſtile of a 
man, who had the good of his country neareſt his heart; who 
faw her errors, and wiſhed to correct them; who felt her op- 
preſſions, and wiſhed to relicve them; and who had a deſire to 
rouſe and awaken an indulent nation from a lethargic diſpoſit ion, 
that might prove fatal to her conſtitution. QOrrcry., 
An ex. ellent new ſong on a ſeditions pampillet, vol. 6. 

It was the practice of lriſh farmers to wear ont their ground 
with floughtng, neither manuring nor letting it lie fallow ; and 
when their leaſes were near expired, they plonoked even the 
meadous, and made ſuch havock, that the landlords by their 
zeal to prevent it were betrayed into this pernicious mcaſure. 


Hau 1, 


See 


ing 


OF IRISH MANUFACTURE. 5 


ing ns with all the little money we have to pay our rents, 
and go to market. But our merchants aſſure me, hir 
trade hath received a great damp by the preſent fluctuat- 
ing condition of the coin in France: that moſt of their 
avi ne is paid for in ſpecie, without carrying thither any 
commodity from hence. 

However, ſince we are ſo univerſally bent upon enlarg- 

ing our flocks, it may be worth inquiring, what we ſhall 

do with our wool, in cafe Barnſtable + ſhould be orer- 
ſtocked, and our French commerce ſhould fail ? 

I could wiſh the parliament had thought fit to have ſuſ- 
pended their regulation of church matters, and enlarge- 
ments of the prerogative, until a more convenient time, 
becauſe they did not appear very preſſing, at leaſt to the 
perſons principally concerned ; and, inſtead of theſe great 
refinements in politics and diviuity, had amuſed themielves 
and their committies a little with the ate of the nation. 
For example : what if the houſe of commons kad thought 
ſit to make a reſolution, wemine contradicente, Agaiuſt 
wearing any cloth or {tuff in their families, which were 
not of the growth and manufacture of this kingdom? 
What if they had extended it fo far as utterly to exclude 
all ſilks, velvets, callicoes, and the whole /exicor of fe- 
male fopperies; and declared, that whoever acted other- 
wiſe, ſhould be deemed and reputed an enemy to the na- 
tion? What if they had ſent up ſuch a reſolution to be 
agreed to by the houſe of Lords : and by their own prac- 
rice and encouragement ſpread the execution of it in their 
ſeveral counties? W hat if we ſhould agree to make bury- 
ing in wovllen a ſa/hi:s, as our neighbours have made it 
a /aw? What if the ladies would be content with Iriſh 
ſtuffs for the farniture of their houſes, for gowns aad 
petticoats for themſelves and their daughters? Upon the 
whole, and to crown all the reſt, let a firm reſolution be 
taken by m/e and female never to appear with one ſingle 
bred, that comes from England; and let all the people 
ſay, ANEN, | 

| hope, and believe, nothing could pleaſe his Majeſty 
better than to hear, that his loyal ſubjects of both ſexes 


1 A ſca-port in Devonſkire, at that time the principal market 
in England for Iriſh wool. Hawke. | 


&2-:: in 
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in this kingdom { celebrated bis birth-day (now approach- 
ing) «x;ver/ally clad in their own manufacture. Is there 
virtue enough left in this deluded people to ſave them 
from the brink of ruin? If the mens opinions may be 
taken, the ladies will look as handſome in ſtuffs as in bro- 
cades; and, ſince all will be equal, there may be room 
enough to employ their wit and fancy in chuſing and * 
matching patterns and colours. I heard the late Arch- 
biſhop of Tuam mention a pleaſant obſervation of ſome 
body's; that Ireland would never be happy until a law 
were made for burning every thing, that came from Eng- 
land, except their people and their ccals, I mult confeſs, 
that as to the former, I ſhould not be forry if they would 
ſtay at home; and for the latter, I hope, in a little time 
we ſhall have no occaſion for them. 

Neu lanti mitra en, neu tanti judicis trum, 
but 1 ſhould rejoice to ſce a ftay-lace from England be 
thought ſcandalaut, and become a topic for cenſure at 
dite ard tea-tables. 

It the unthinking ſhop-keepers in this town had not 
been utterly deſtitute of common ſenſe, they would have 
made ſome propoſal ts the parliament, with a petition to 
the purpoſe I have mentioned; promiſing to improve the 
claths and ſtut's of the nation ints all pojjible degrees of 
finenefſs and col:urs, and engaging not to play the knave, 
according to their cuſtom, by exacting and imbgſing upon 

| the nobility and gentry either as te the prices er the good- 
neſs. For | remember, in London upon a general mourn- 
ing the ra/cally mercers and weoellen drapers would in four 
and twenty hours raiſe their 4e and il to above a 
double price; and it the mourning continued long, then 
come Whiniag with pctiziczs to the court, that the; were 
ready to ftfarcs, and their fuerits lay uten their hands. 

I could with, our thoy-kcepers uod immediately think 
on this prope/ucl, addrethng it to all perſons of quality and 
lil others; but tuit be ſure to get foine body who can wiite 
ſenſe to put it into fur, 


$ Her Grace the Ducheſ of Dorſet, th.e Lord Lievtcnant's 
Lady. is ſad to have appeared at the rl. in Dublin belly 
Clad in the manutacture of I:icland on his Mjeſty's birth- 


Gy 2752, I. te“ 
I think 
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I think it needleſs to exhort the c/ergy to follow this 
example; becauſe i» a little time thoſe among them, 
who are ſo unforturate to have bad their birth and educa- 
tion in this country, will think themſelves abundanily hap- 
py, when they can afford nth crape and an Athlone hat; 
and as to the others, I /hall nat preſume to direct them. 
I have indeed feen the preſent Archbiſhop of Dublin 
clad from head to foot in our own manufacture; and yet 
under the roſe be it ſpoken, /i grace deſerveth as good a 
gown, as if he had nt been born among us. 

I have not courage enough to offer one ſyllable on this 
ſubject to their honzrnrs of the army: neither have I ſuth- 
ciently conſidered the great importance of ſcarlat and 
gold lace. 

The fable in Ovid of Arachne and Pallas is to this pur- 
pole. The goddeis had heard of one Arachne, a. young 
virgin very famous for {pinning and weaving: they both 
inct upon a trial of (kill; and Pallas finding herſelf almoſt. 
equalled in her own art, ſtung with rage and envy, knock - 
ed her riv2/ down, and turned her into a ſpider; injoin- 
ing her to pin and weave for ever aut of her own bowels, 
and in a very narrow compaſs, I confeſs, that from a 
boy L always pitied poor Arachne, and could never heartily 
love the goddeſs on account of / cruel and unjuſt a ſen- 
tence ; which however is /ully executed upon us by Eng- 
Und with further additions of rigour and /cverity, for the 
greateſt part of our Se and vital; is extracted without 
allowing us | the liberty of /pinning and weacizg them. 

The 1cripture tells us, that oppre//m2e maketh a wiſe man 
mad; therefore, conſequently ſpeaking, the ruaſun why. 
ſome men arc nut mud, is becauſe they are not aue. 
however, it were to be withed, that hre ſieν,õͥ would in 
tmc teach & little 4vi/dom to fouls. 


+ Dr King. 

7 la the ſprirg 1753 the parliament of England paſſed an act 
for permitting the exportation of wool, and woollen or bay yarn, 
from any port in Ireland to any port in England ; which was 
betore proliibiticd. And 

In the winter 1753 the Iſh parliament prohibited the im- 
portati on of gold and filver lace, except of the manu/uFture of 
England, Hhuwke/: 

1 I was 
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I was much delighted with a perſon, who hath a great 
eſtate in this kingdom, upon his complaints to me, ow 
grievouſfly poor England ſuffers by impeſttions from Ireland: 
that we convey our own wool to France in ſpight of all the 
harpies at the cuſtm-houſe : that Mr Shuttleworth, aud 
others on the Cheſhire coaſts, are ſuch fools to ſell us their 
bark at a goad price for tanning our own hides ite lea 
ther : with other enormities of the like weight and kind. 
To which J will venture to add more: that the mayoralty 
of this city is always executed ly an inhabitant, and aſten 
Z a native, which might as well be dene by a deputy with 
a moderate ſalary, whereby poor Englard laſeth at leaft 
ene thouſand pounds a year upon the ballance: that the 
governing of this kingdom cofts the Lord Lieutenant three 
thouſand fix hundred pounds a year ; ſo much net laſi t5 
poor England: that the people of Ireland preſume to dig 
for coals in their own grounds; and the farmers in the 
county of Wicklow ſend their turf to the very market of 
Dublin, #9 the great diſcouragement of the coal trade of 
Moſtyn q and M hitchaven: that the revenues of the Poſt- 
office here, ſo rightecu/ly belonging to the Engliſh treaſury 
as ariſing chiefly from our on commerce with each other, 
ſhould be remitted to London clogged with that grievous 

burthon of exchange; and the penſtious paid out of the Iriſh 
revenues to Engliſh favourites /hould lie under the ſame 
diſadoantage, to the great leſt of the grantees, When a 
divine is ſent over io a bilhoprick here with the hopes of 
five and twenty hundred pounds a year ; and upon his ar- 
rival he finds, alas! a dreadful diſcount of ten or twelve 
per cent: a judge, or a commiſſioner of the revenue Lu 
| the ſame cauſe of complaint. Lattly, The ballad upon 
Corter is vehemently ſuſpetied to be Infh manufatture; 
and yet is allewed b be fun? in cur open ſtreets, under 
the very noſe of the government. 

Theſc are a few, among the many hard{kips, we put 
upon that poor kingdom of England; for which, I am 
confident, every 4;:/t man witheth a remedy : and Ihear, 
there is a project ox ght for tranſporting our belt wheaten 
Ara by ſca and land carriage ro Dunttuble z and oe 
us ty a lam to take off yearly lo many tan of /iruw hats 


$ Noſtyn in Flintſhire, and Whitchaven in Cumberland. 
f for 
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for the uſe of our women; which will be a great encour- 
agement to the manufacture of that induſtrious town. 

I would be glad to learn among the divines, whether a 
law to hind men without their own conſent be obligatory 
in foro conſcientiz ; becauſe I find, Ecripture, Sanderſon, 
and Suarez, are wholly filent on the matter. The oracle 
of reaſen, the great lau of nature, and general opinion 
of civilians wherever they treat of limited governments, 
are indeed deciiive enough. 

It is wonderful to obſerve the byaſs among our people 
in favour of things, perſons and wares of all kinds, that 
come from England. I he printer tells his Sawkers, that 
he has got an excellent new jong juſt brought from Lon- 
don. I have ſomewhat of a tendency that way myſelf; 
and upon hearing a cox-comb trom thence diſplaying him- 
ſelf with great volubility upon the part, the play-houfe, 
the opera, the gaming ordinaries, it was apt to beget in 
me a kind of veneration for his parts and accompliſhments, 
It is not many years, ſince I remember a perfor, who by 
his ſtyle and literature ſeems to have been the corredor of 
a hedge-preſs in ſome lind- alley about Little-Britain, 
proceed gradually to be an author, at leaſt a & tran/lat;x 
of a lower rate, although ſomewhat of a larger bulk, than 
any that now feuriſhes in Grub-ſtreet; and upon the 
ſtrength of this foundation come over here, erect himſelf 
up into an orator aud politician, and lead a kingdom after 
him. This, I am told, was the very motive, that pre- 
vailed on the + author of a play called, lace in a Hallau 
tree, to do us the Honour of a viſit; preſuming, with very 
good reaion, that he ara a writer of a ſuperior claſs, I 
know arcther, who for thirty years paſt hath been the 
ce: mmen ſtaudard of ſtupidity in England, where he was 
never heard a minute in any afembly, or by any party, 
with commen chriſtian treatment; yet upon his arrival 
hither could put on à /ace of importance and authority, 
talk more than ſix, without either gracgfulneſt, propriety 
or meaning; and at the fame time be admired and follow- 
ed as the pattern of e/2guence and wiſdom. 


5 Suppoſed to be Cacſar's commentaries, dedicated to the Duke 
of Marlborough, by Col. Bladen, 
t Lord Grimilon, | 


Nothing 
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Nothing hath humbled me ſo much, or ſhewn a great» 
er diſpoſition to a contemptuous treatment of Ireland in 
ſome chief govern: rs, than that high ſtyle of ſereral ſpeech- 
es from the rene, delivered as uſual after the royal af- 
ſent, in ſome periods of the two latt reigns, Such exag- 

rations of the prodigious c-rdeſcen/r975 in the prince to 
paſs thoſe good laws would have but an odd found at Welt- 
minſter: neither do I apprehend, how any good lav can 
paſs, wherein the 42's intereſt is not as much concern- 
ed as that of the people, I remember, after a ſpeech on 
the like occaſion delivered by my Lord $ Wharton, (1 
think it was his laſt) he deſired Mr Addiſon to aſk my ofi- 
nion on it : my anſwer was, that his excellency had very 
boneſtly ferfeited his head on account of ene paragraph ; 
avherein he aferted, by plain conſequence, a diſpen/ing 
power in the queen. His Lordſhip owned it was true, 
but /avore the words were put inte his mouth by direct or- 
ders from court. From whence it is clear, that ſome - 
uiſters in thoſe times were apt from their 476 clevation 
to look daun upon this kinguom, as it it had been one of 
their colonies of outcaſts in America. And I obſerved a 
little of the fame turn of ſpirit in ſome great men, from 
whom I expected better; although, to do them juſtice, it 
proved no point of dithculty to make them correc? their 
idea, whereof the av ee nation quickly found the benefit. — 
But that is /orgetten. How the ſtyle hath ſince run, I 
am wholly a ſtranger; having never fcea a ſpeech fince the 
laſt of the queen. 

| would now expoſtulate a little with our country land- 
lords; who, by unmcaſurable {crewins and racking their 
tenancs all over the kingdom, have already reduced the 
miſerable peyle to a worle cuditiam than the prafunts in 
France, or the vaſuls in Germany ard Poland; fo thar 
the whole {p-c/s of what we call jub/ffantiul farmers, will 
in a very few years be utterly at an end. It was pleaſant 
to obierve theſe gentlemen, Iabzuriug with all their night 
for preventing the %%, from letting their revenues ut a 
moderate half valee (whereby * the whole er would 

1 


$ Lord Lieutenant. 
* Wacreby, that is by preventing the biſhops revenues from 
dein 
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in an age, have been reduced to manifeſt beggary) at the 
very inſtant, when they were every where cantingÞ their 
own land upon ſhort leaſes, and facrificing their / 
tenants for a penny an acre advance. I know not how 
it comes to paſs, (and yet perhaps I know well enough) 
that /aves have a natural diſpoſition to be tyrants, and 
that when my betters give me a kick, 1 am apt to revenge 
it with fix upon my foot man; although perhaps he may 
be an honeſt and diligent fellow. I have heard great di- 
vines affirm, that nothing is fo likely ta call down au uni- 
rerſal judgment from heaven upon a nation, as univerſal 
oppreſſion ; and whether this be not already verified in 
part, their worſhips the landlords are now at full leiſure 
to conlider. Whoever travels this country, and obſerves 
the /ace of nature, or the faces and habits and dwellings 
of the natives, will hardly think himſelf in a land, where 
law, religion, or common humanity is profeſſed. 

I cannot forbear ſaying one word upon a thing they call 
a bank, which I hear is projecting in this townf. I never 
ſaw the propoſals, nor underitand any one particular of 
their ſcheme : what 1 wiſh for at preſent, is only a ſuffi- 
cient proviſion of hemp, and caps and bells, to diſtribute 
according to the ſeveral degrees of hoane/ly and prudence 
in /ome fernt. I hear only of a monſtrous ſum already 
named; and if 0THER $ do not ſoon hear of it too, and 
hear with a vengeance, then am I a gentleman of lefs ſa- 
gacity than myſelf and a very few beſides take me to be. 
Ard the jeſt will be ſtill the better, if it be true, as judi- 
cious perſons have aſſured me, that one half is altogether 
imaginary. The matter will be likewite much mended, 
if the merchants continue to carry of our gold, and our 


goldſnuths to melt down our heavy ſilver. 


being let at half value. See this poſition explained and proves 
in the tract called arguments againjt entarging the power of 611: pt, 
lu this volume. Hau-, /. | 

f Canti,g their land is letting it to the higheſt bidder— can“ 
Cguiſics the ſame as auclion. Hawk. 

This projet for a laut in Irelzad was ſoon afterwards 
drought into parliament, aud rejected. Hau te. 
A LET- 
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A LETTER to the She Ehr, Tradeſmen, 
Farmers, and Common People of IxtLaxD, 
concerning the BRASS HALF-PENCE coined 
by one WILLIAM Woop, Hard-ware- man, 


with a deſign to have them paſs in chis king- 
dom. 


Wherein is ſhewn the power of his patent, the value 
of his ha!f-prrnce, and how far every perion may 
be obliged to take the ſame in payments, and how 
to behave himſelf, in caſe ſuch an attempt ſhould 

= made by Wood, or any other perſon. 


( Very proper to be kept in every family. ) 
By M. B. DRAPIER*. 
Written in the year 1724. 


[About the year £722, when Charles Duke of Grafton was 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, one William Wood, an hard-ware- 
man and a bankrupt, alleging the great want of copper money 
in that kingdom, procured a patent for coining 108, o00 |. to 
paſs there as current moncy. The Dean believing this mea- 
fare to be a vite job from the beginning to the end, and that 
the chief procurers of the patent were to be ſharers in the pro- 
firs which would ariſe from the ruin of a kingdom, aſſumed the 
character of a Draper, which for ſome reaſon he choſe to write 
Dr pier, and in the following letters warned the people not to 
receive the coin which was then ſent over.] 


F The judicious reader cannot but obſerve, that in this let- 
ter the author hath adapted his ſtyle, his phraſes, his humour 
and his addreſs in a very wonderful manner to the taſte and ap- 
prebenſion of the populace. Neither indeed is the title-page 
wholly void of that captivating rhetoric which is admired by 
the common people; for it concludes like that of the whole 
duty of man, very proper to be kept in every family. 

LE T- 
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LETTER L i 


To the Tradeſmen, Shopkeepers, Farmers, and 


Country-people in general of the kingdom of 
Ircland. 


Brethren, Friends, Countrymen, and Felleau-ſulij ects, 


HAT I intend now to ſay to you, is, next to 

V your duty to God and the care of your ſalvation, 

of the greateſt concern to yourſelves and your 
children; your bread and clothing, and every ecmmon 
neceſſary of life entirely depend upon it. Therefore I do 
molt carreſtly exhort you as men, as chriſtians, as pa- 
rents, and as /5zers of your country, to read this paper 
with the utmoſt attention, or get it read to you by others; 
which that you may do at the lefs expence, I have ordet- 
cd the printer to ſell it at the loweſt rate. 

It is a great fault among you, that, when a perſon 
writes with no other intention than #9 de you g92od, 19 
aui not be at the pains ts read his advices. One c 
of this paper may ſerve a dozen of you, which will be leſs 
than a farthing a-piece. It is your folly, that you have 
no common or general intereſt in your view, not even the 
wiſelt among you; neither do you know, or enquire, or 
cure, who are your friends, or who are your enemies. 

About four years ago a little book was v ritten to adviſe 
all people to wear the manufactures of this our can dear 
* courtry, It had no other defign, ſaid nothing againſt 
the king ar parliament, or any perſon whatſoever; yet 
the poor printer was proſecuted two years with the ut- 
moſt violence, and even fome weavers themiclves (for 
. whoſe fake it was wiitten) being upon the JURY, fond 
Vim guilty, This would be enough to diſcourage any 

man from endeavouring to do you good, when you will 
either neglect him, or fly in his face tor his pains; and 


A propoſal for the uſe of Iriſh manufactures. 
when 
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when he muſt expect only danger to himſelf, and to be 
fined and impriſoned, perhaps to his ruin. 

However. I cannot but warn you once more of the 
manifeſt deſtruction before your eyes, if you do not be- 
have yourfelves as you ought. 

[ will therefore firſt tell you the plain ftory of the fat; 
and then I will lay before you how you ought to act, in 
common prudence, according to the lan of your country, 

The /ad is this: it having been many years ſince co p- 
PER HALF-PENCE OT FARTHINGS were laſt coined in 
this kingdom, they have been for ſome time very ſcarce, 
and many c-unterfeits paſſed about under the name of 
raps : ſeveral applications were made to England, that 
we might have liberty to coin nerv ones, as in former times 
we did; but they did not ſucceed. At laſt one Mr Woop, 
a mean ordinary man, a hard-ware-dealer, procured a 
patent under his maje/?y's broad ſeal to coin 108,000/. 
in copper for this Lunden, which patent, however, did 
not oblige any one here to take them, unleſs they plcaſ- 
ed. Now you muſt know, that the half-perrce and fun- 
things in England pals for very little more than they are 
worth : and, if you ſhould beat them to pieces, and ſoll 
them to the brazier, you would not loſe much above a 
penny in a ſnilling. But Mr Wood made his 4alf-perc: 
of ſuch baje metal, and ſo much ſmaller than the Engliſh 
ores, that the &ra-ier would hardly give you above a 
feuny of good money for a ſhilling of his; to that this 
f:r1 of 108,000/. in good gold and filver mult be given for 
traſh, that will not be worth above eig/t or vine thouſand 
pounds real value. But this is not the worſt; for Mr 
Wood, when he pleafes, may by ſlealth fend over ano- 
mer t08,0008. and buy all 2ur goods for eloven parts in 
two! under the value. For example, if a Vatter fells a 
Ro of huts for fre ſhillings a- piece, which amounts to 
three prunds, and reccives the payment in Wood's coin, 
he really receives only the value of fro /rl{ings. 

Perhaps, you will wonder how ſuch an -r 4; 'nary ſelloau, 
as this Mr W ood, could have ſo much intere!t as to get 
his maJjEsTY's broad ſeal for fo great a ſum of bad mo- 
ney to be ſent to this poor country; and chat all the u- 
bility and gentry here could not obtain the fame favour, 
and let us make our own VI bende, as we uſed to do. 

Now 


*. 
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Now I will make that matter very plain: v are at a great 
diſtance from the king's court, and have no budy there to 
ſollicit fer us, although a great number of /ords and {uires, 
whoſe eſlates are here, and are our countrymen, ſpend 
all their /ives and fortunes there: but this fame Mr Wood 
was able to attend conſtantly for his own intereſt; he is 
an Engliſhman, and had great friends, and it ſeems knew 
very well where to give money to thoſe, that wonld ſpeak 
to others, that could ſpeak to the ling, and would tell a 
fair flery. And his majeſty, and perhaps the great lord, 
or lords who adviſed him, might think it was for our coun- 
try good; and fo, as the lawyers expreſs it, the king was 
deceived in his grant, which often happens in all reigns, 
And I am ſure if Ji majeſty knew that ſuch a patent, if it 
ſnouid take effect accordirg to the defire of Mr Wood, 
would utterly ruin this kingdom, which hath given ſuch 
great proofs of its /cyalty, he would immediately recall it, 
and perhaps ſhew his diſpleaſure to pe body or other: 
but a word te wiſe is enough. Molt of you mult have 
heard with what anger our honourable houſe of commons 
reccired an account of this Wood i patent. There were 
ſeveral fre ſpeeches made upon it, and plain proots, that 
it was all a avic44 cheat from the b4ttzm to the tp; and 
Cveral {mart nates were printed, which that ſame Wood 
had the affurance to anſwer kkewye in print, and in fo 
cenfident a way, as if he were a better man than our 
le parliament put together, 

This Wood, as foon as his patent was paſſed, or ſoon 
after, lends over a great many barrels of thſe halfepence 
to Cork, and cther ſea-port fu, and to get them off 
offered an hundred pounds in his coin for ſeteuty or eighty 
in ſilver: but the cllectams of the 4i1:7's cuſtoms ve 
honeſtly retuſed to take them, and fo did almoſt every 
body elſe. And ſince the purliament hath condemned 
them, and detired the ling that they might be ttopped, 
all the kingdom do abominare them. 

But \Wood is (till working underhand to force Eis halfe 
Peuce upon us; and if he can, by the help-of his friends 
in England, prevail fo far as to get an order, that the 
chemin and cite of the 6577's money thall re- 
cc ve them, and that the 07; is to be paid with them, 
thn he thinks Jr 4wors hall be done. And this is the 

Vor. III. B dif- 
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difficulty will be under in ſuch a caſe; for the 
common ſoldier, when he goes to the market, or ale- 
beuſe, will offer this money; and, if it be refuſed, per- 
haps he will fwagger and Hector, and threaten to beat the 
butcher, or ale-wiſe, or take the goods by force, and 
throw them the bad half/-pence. In this, and the like 
caſes, the ſhopheeper, or victualler, or any other trade/- 
man, has no more to do, than to demand ten times the 
price of his goods, if it is to be paid in Wood's money ; 
for example, twenty pence of that money for a quart of 
ale, and fo in all things elſe, and not part with his goods 
till he gets the money. 

For ſuppoſe you go to an ale-Honſe with that baſe mo- 
ney, and the /andlord gives you a quart for four of thoſe 


. balf-pence, what mult the vidtualler do? his brewer will 


not be paid in that coin, or if the brewer ſhould be ſuch 
a fool, the farmers will not take it from them for their + 
bere, becauſe they are bound, by their lcuſes, to pay their 
rents in good and lawful money of England, which this 
is not, nor of Ireland neither, and the '/quire, their land- 
lord, will never be fo bewitched to take ſuch rtraſh tor 
his land; ſo that it mutt certainly ſtop ſomewhere or o- 
ther, and wherever it ſtops, it is the tame thing, and we 
are all undone. 

The common weight of theſe lf ponce is between four 
and five to an ounce; ſuppoſe five, then three ſhillings 
and four-pence will weigh a pound, and conicquently 
twenty ſhillings will weigh ſix pounds butter aveight, Now 
there are many hundred farmers, who pay two hundred 
pounds a year rent; therefore when one of theſe farmers 
comes with his half year's rent, which is one hundred 
pounds, it will be at Icaſt fix hundred pound weight, 
which is three horſes load. 

It « */quzre has a mind to come to town to buy cloaths, 
and wine, and fpices for himſclf and family, or perhaps 
to paſs the winter here, he mult bring with him tive or tix 
hoifes loaden with /acks, as the farmers bring their corn; 
and, when his lady comes in her coach to our ſhops, it 
muſt be follow. d by a car loaded with Mr Wood's mo- 


+ A ft of barley in Ireland, 
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ney. And I hope we ſhall have the grace to take it for 
no more than it is worth. ? 

They ſay Squire Conolly t hath fxteen 

nds a year; now if he ſends for his ret to town, as 
it is likely he doth, he muſt have two hundred and fifty 
horſes to bring up his half-year's rent, and two or three. 
great cellars in his houſe for ſtowage. But what the hunt: 
ers will do, I cannot tell: for t am aſſured, that ſame 
great bankers keep by them forty thouſand pounds in rea- 
dy caſh to anſwer all payments: which ſum, in Mr 
Wood's money, would require twelve hundred horſes to 
carry it, 

For my own part, I am already reſolved what to do: 
I have a pretty good ſhop of Irith ſtuffs and //&s, and in- 
ſtead of taking Vr Wood's bad copper, I intend to truck witiz _ 
my neighbours the butchers and baters and brewers, and 
the reſt, goods for goods ; and the little ga/dand/lver Lhave, 
I will keep by me, like my heart's blood, till better times, 
or until I am juſt ready to ſtarve, and then I will buy Mr 
Wood's money, as my father did the braſs money in 
king James's time, who could buy ten pounds of it with 
a guinea; and I hope to get as much for a piſtale, and 

ſo purchaſe bread from thoſe, who will be ſuch fools as 
to ſell it me. 2 

Theſe half-pence, if they once paſs, will ſoon be coun- 
terſeited, becauſe it may be cheaply done, the /#uff is fo 
baſe. The Dutch likewiſe will probably do the fame 
thing, and ſend them over to us to pay for our goods ; and 
Mr Wood will never be at reſt, but coin on; ſo that in 
ſome years we ſhall have at leaſt five times 108,000/. of 
this /umber. Now the gurrent money of this kingdom is 
not reckoned to be above four hundred thouſand pounds 
in all; and while there is a fuer ſix · pence left, theſe blood- 
fſeccters will never be quiet, 

When once the 4ingdo7: is reduced to ſuch a condi- 
tion, I will tell you what mult be the end: the gentlemen 
of eftates will all turn off their tenants for want of pay- 
ments, becauſe, as I told you before, the tenants are ob- 
liged by their leaſes to pay /terling, which is lawful cur- 
tent money of England: then they will turn their own 


+ Then Speaker of the houſe of Commons. EET 
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farmers, as too many of them do already; run all into 
heep, where they can, keeping only fuch other cattle as 
| are neceſſary; then they will be their own merchants, 
| and fend their wool, and butter, and hides, and: linen 
| beyond fea for ready money, and wine, and ſpices, and 
| 
| 


filks; They will keep only a few nuſerable cottagers : 
the farmers mult rob, or beg, or leave their country; 
the /hopheepersin this and every other town mult break and 
Rtarue; for it is the /anded man that maintains the mer- 
baut, and /hopkeeper, and handicraftſman. 

But when the '/quire turns farmer and merchant him- 
| felf, all the good money he gets from abroad, he will 


hgard up to ſend for England, and keep ſome poor taylor 
| or wearer and the like in his own houſe, who will be glad 
| ro get bread at any rate. 
| 1 ſhould never have done, if E were to tell you all the 
miſeries that: we ſhall undergo, if we be ſo fooliſh and 
wicked. as to take this curſed cain. It would be very 
hard, if all Ireland ſhould be put into one ſcale, and this 
; forry fellow Wood into the other; that Mr Wood ſhould 

weigh down this whole kingdom, by which England gets 
above a million of gocd money every year clear into their 
pockets : and that is more than the Englith do by all the 
world beſides. | 
But your great comfort is, that as his majeſty's patent 
doth not oblige you to take this »2orey, fo the /aws have 
not given the crown a power of foreing the /ubjed? to take 
what money the ling pleaſes ; for then, by the ſame rea- 
ſon, we might be bound to take pebble: tones, or coctle- 
fell, or jtamped leather, for current coin, if ever we 
| thould happen to hve under an ill prince, who might like- 
| wile, by the ſame power, make 2 guinea paſs for ten 
1 pounds, a ſhiiling tor twenty ſhillings, and fo on; by 
| which he would, in a ſhort time, get all the Aer and 
geld of the kingd;m into his own hands, and leave us no- 
thing but braſs or /cather, or what he pleafed. Neither 
is any thing reckoned more crue! and oppreſſive in the 
French government, than their common practice of calling 
in all their money, after they have funk it very low, and 
then coining it a- new at 2a much higher value; which, 
however, is not the thouſandth part fo wicked as this a= 
baminabl; projedt of Mr Wood. For the Ficnch give 
their 
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their ſubjects Alver for. filver, and gold for gold; but this 

fellow will not ſo much as give us good braſs or copper 

for our gold and /ifver, nor even a twelfth part of their 
worth, 

Having ſaid this rauch, I wil! now go on to tell you the 
judgment of ſome great /awyers in this matter; whom I 
fee'd on purpoſe for your ſakes, and got ther? opinions 
under their hand, that I might be ſure I went upon good 
grounds. 

A famous law-book, called the mirrour of juſtice, di/- 
courfjing of the charters ( or laws )ordainedby our ancient 
kings, declares the lat to be as follows : it was ordain- 
ed, that no king of this realm ſhould change or impair the 
money, or make any other money than of gold or ſilver, 
ait baut the aſſent of all the counties ; that is, as my lord 

Coke“ ſayt, without the aſſent of parliament. 

This book is very ancient, and of great authority for 
the time in which it was written, and with that character 
is often quoted by that great lawyer my /ord Coke. h By 
the laws of England ſeveral metals are divided into lau- 
ful or true metal, and unlawful or falſe metal ; the for- 
mer comprehends /i ver or gold, the latter all baſer metals; 
that the former ts only to paſs in payments, appears by an 
act of parliament | made the twentieth year of Edward 
the firſt, called, the flatute concerning the paſſing of pence; 
which I give you here as I got it tranſlated into Enghth 
tor ſome of our /aws at that time were, as 1 am told, 
written in latina: whoever in buying or ſelling preſumes 10 
refuſe an half-penny ar ſartbing of lawful money, bearing 
the ſtamp which it ought to have, let him be ſeized on as a 
conte mner of the king's majeſty, and caſt into priſon. 

By this ſlutule, no perſon is to be reckon*d a cortem- 
ver of the &ing's maze/t;, and for that crime to be commei:= 
ted to prifon, tut he who refufeth to accept the king's 
coin made of /a7»/iil metal; by which, as I obſerved be- 
fore, ver and gel only are intended. 

That thus is the true con/?rudtion of the act, appears 
not only from the plain meaning of the words, but from 


7; rt Inſt 576. 5 2 Inſt. 576. 7. 
$ >» tuft. 377. : 


B 3 my 


20 THE DRAPIER's LETTERS. 

my lord Coke's * obſervation upon it. By this act (ſays 
he) it appears, that no ſubject can be forced to take in 
baying, or ſelling, or other payment, any money made 
but of /awful metal; that is, of filter or gold. | 

© The law of England gives the king all mines of geld 
and iter: but not the mines of other metals; the reaſon 
of which prer:gative or power, as it is given by my lord 
Coke , is becauſe money can be made of gold and /i/ver, 
but not of other metals. 

Purſuant to this opinion half<pence and farthings were 
anciently made of flver, which is evident from the act of 
parliament of Henry the fourth, chap. 4. whereby it is 
enacted as follows: Item, fer the great ſcarcity that is 
at preſent within the realm of England of half-pence and 
farthings of ſilver, it is ordained and eſtabliſhed, that the 
third part of all the money of ſilver plate which ſhall te 
brought to the bullion, hall be made into half-pence and 
_ farthings. This ſhews, that by the words half-pern; and 
farthing of lawfal money in that /atute concerning the 
paſſing of pence, is meant a ſmall coin in balf-perce and 
farthings of filver., 

This is further manifeſt from the ſtatute of the rinth 

of Edward the third, chap. 3. which enacts, /t 
zo fterling half penny or farthing be molten for to male 
veſſels, or any other thing by the goldfmiths, vr others, 
upon the forſe:ture of the money ſo molten ( or melted.) 

By another act in this king's reign, b/ack money was not 
to be current in England. And, by an act made in the 
eleventh year of his reign, chap. 5. galley half/- pence were 
not to pafs: what kind of coin theſe were, Ido not know; 
but I preſume they were made of he 11-t1/. Ard theſe 
acts were no new /aws, but farther dechrations of the 
old Iv relating to the coin. 

Thus the /aw ſtands in relatien to cin. Nor i there 
any example to the contrary, except one in Davis s re- 
porte, who tells us, that, in the time of Tyrone's rebel 
lion, queen Ehzabeth ordered money of mixed metul to be 
ccined in the tower of London, and ſent over hither for 
dhe paynicut of the arp, obliging all people to reccve 
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it; and coramanding that all #/ver money ſhould be taken 
only as bullion; that is, for as much as it weighed. 
Davis tells us ſeveral particulars in this matter, too long 
here to trouble you with, and that the privy council of 
this kingdom obliged a merchant in England to receive 
this it money for goods tranſmitted hither, 

But this proceeding is rejected by all the belt lawyers, 
as contrary to law, the privy council here having no ſuch 
legal power. And, beſides, it is to be confidered, that 
the QUEEN was then under great difhculties by a rebelli- 
en in this 4ingdom aſſiſted from Spain; and whatever'is 
done in great exigences and dangerous times, ſhould ne- 
ver be an example to proceed by in ſeaſons of peace and 
quietneſs. 

I will now, my dear friends, to fave you the trouble, 
ſet before you in ſhort, what the lau obliges you to do, 
and what it does not oblige you to. 

Firſt, you are obliged to take all money in payments 
which is coined by the Ain, and is of the Engliſh ſtand- 
ard or weight, provided it be of geld or filoer. 

Secondly, you are not obliged to take any mon 
which is not of geld or flver; not only the hf pence or 
farthings of England, but of any other country. And it 
is merely for convenience, or eaſe, that you are content 
to take them; becauſe the cuſtom of coining ſilver l 
pence and farthings hath long been left off; 1 ſuppoſe on 
account of their being ſubje to be loſt. 

Thirdly, much lets are we obliged to take thoſe vile 
half-pence of that fame Wood, by which you mult loſe 
almoſt cleven pence in every ſhilling, 

Therefore, my friends, ſtand to it one and all: refuſe 
this #/thy tra/h. It is no treaſon to rebel againſt Mr 
Wood. His maye/ty, in his patent, obliges no body to 
take theſe half-pence : our gracious prince hath no fuch 
ill adviſers about him; or, if he had, yet you fee, the 
laws have not left it in the ing power to force us to take 
any coin but what is lawful, of right ſtandard, geld and 
feiver, Therefore you have nothing to fear. 


And let me in the next place apply myſelf particularly 
to you, who are the poorer ſort of !rade/men. Perhaps 
you may think, you will not be ſo great loſers as the _ 
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if theſe half-pence ſhould paſs; becauſe you ſeldom ſee 
any „luer, and your cuſtomers come to your ſhops or 
ſtalls with nothing but braſs, which you likewiſe find hard 
to be got. But you may take my word, whenever this 
money gains footing among you, you will be utterly un- 
done. If you carry theſe half-perce to a thop for tabacco, 
or brandy, or any other thing that you want; the ſhop- 
keeper will advance his goods accordingly, or elſe he 
muſt break, and leave the key under the door. Do you 
think I will ſell you a yard of ten-penny ſtuff ſor twenty 
of Mr Wood's half-pence * No, not under two hundred 
at leaſt; neither will I be at the trauble of counting, but 
eweigh them in a lump. I will tell you one thing further, 
that if Mr Wood's project ſhould take, it would ruin 
even our beggars ; for when I give a beggar a half- penny, 
it will quench his thirſt, or go a good way to fill his bel- 
ly; but the twelfth part of a half- penny will do him no 
more ſervice, than if I ſhould give him three pins out of 
my ſleeve. 

In ſhort, theſe 4al/-pence are like the accurſed thing, 
which, as the ſcripture tells us, the children of Iſrael 
were forbidden to touch. They will run about /ike the 
plague, and deſtroy every one who lays his hands upon 
them. TI have heard /cholars talk of a man who told the 
king, that he had invented a way to torment prople by 
putting them into a l braſs with fire under it: but 
the prince put the projector fuſt into his brazen bull to 
make the experiment. This very much reſembles the 
project of Mr Wood; and the like of this may poſſibly 
be Mr Wood's fate; that the braſ he contrived to tor- 
ment this kingdom with, may prove his own torment, and 
his deſtruction at laſt. 


N. B. The author of this paper is informed by per- 
for.s, who have made it their buſineſs to be exact in their 
obſervations on the true value of thete Falf-pence, that 
any perſon may expect to get a quait of two-pexny ale tor 
thirty-/ix of them. 


I dehre that all /am7:77es may keep this paper carefully 
by them to refreſh their memories, wheaever they (hall 
| have 
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Rave farther notice of Mr Wood's half-pence, or any o- 
ther the like impoſture . 


* At the found of the Drapier's trumpet, a ſpirit aroſe a- 
mong the people, that, in the eaſtern phraſe, was like unto @ 
tempeſt in the day of the whirlwind. Every perſon of every 
rank, party, and denomination, was convinced, that the ad- 
miſſion of Wood's copper muſt prove fatal to the common- 
wealth. The papiſt, the fanatic, the tory, the whig, all liſt- 
ed themſelves voluntiers under the banner of M. B. Drapier, 
and were all equally zcalous to ferve the common cavſe. 
Much heat, and many fixry ſpeeches againſt the adminiſtration, 
were the conſequence of this union: nor had the flames been 
allayed, notwithſtanding threats and proclamations, had not 
the coin been totally ſuppreſſed, and bad not Wood withdrawn 
his patent. Orrery.—-Sce the note at the end of letter 3. 
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ATLETTER to Mr Hazpixs the printer, 


upon occaſion of a paragraph in his news- 


aper of Aug. 1. 1724, relating to Mr 
Voop's HaLFPENCE. | 


1 N your news- letter of the firſt inſtant there is a para- 
graph, dated from London july 25th, relating to 
Wood's halt-pence ; whereby it is plain, what | foretold 
in my letter to the /hopkeepers, etc. that this vile fellow 
would never be at reit; and that the danger of our ruin 
approaches nearer; and therefore the kingdom requires 
new and fre/h warning. However, I take this para- 
graph to be, in a great meaſure, an impoſition upon the 
public; at leaſt I hope fo, becauſe I am informed that 
Wood is generally his own news-writer ; I cannot but 
obſerve from that paragraph, that this public enemy of 
ours, not ſatisfied to ruin us with his traſh, takes every 
occaſion to treat this kingdom with the utmoſt contempt. 
He repreſents ſeveral of cur merchants and traders, up- 
on examination before a committee of council, agreeing, 
that there was the utmeoſt neceſſity of copper money here, 
befere his patent; ſo that ſeveral gentlemen have been 


forced to tally with their workmen, and give them bits of 


cards ſealed and ſubſcribed with their names. What 
then? If a phytician preſcribe to a patient a dram of 
phyſic, ſhall a raſcal- apothecary cram him with a pound, 
and mix it up with po;/or? and is not a landlord's hand 
and ſeal to his own Jabourers a better ſecurity for five or 
ten ſhillings, than Wood's braſs, ten times below the real 
value, can be to tlie kingdom for an hundred and eight 
thouſand pounds ? 

But who are theſe merchants and traders of Ireland 
that made this report of the utm?ft nece/ity we are under 
for copper money ? they are only a few betrayers of their 
country, cunfedcrates with Wood, from whom they are 

do 
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to purchaſe a great quantity of his coin, perhaps at half 
the price that we are to take it, and vend it among us, to 
the ruin of the public, and their own private advantages, 
Are not theſe excellent witneſſes, upon whoſe integrity 
the fate of the kingdom mult depend, evidences in their 
own cauſe, and tharers in this work of iniquity ? 

it we could have deſerved the liberty of coining for our- 
ſelves, as we formerly did, and why we have it not, 77 
every body's avonder, as well as mine, ten thouſand pounds 
might have been coined here in Dublia of only one fifth 
below the mtrintic value, and this fum, with the ſtock of 
halt-pence we then had, would have been ſufficient; but 
Woed, by his emiſfarics, enemies to Cob ard this king- 
dom, hath taken care to buy up as many of our old halt- 
pence as he could; and from thence the preſent want of 
change ariſes; to remove which by Mr Wood s remedy, 
would be to cure a {cratch on the finger by cutting off the 
arm. But ſuppoſing there were not one farthing of 
change in the whole nation, I will maintain, that five and 
twenty thouſand pounds would be a ſum fully ſufficient to 
anſwer all our occafions. I am no incon{iderable ſhop- 
keeper in this town, I have diſcourſed with ſeveral of my 
own, and other trades, with many gentlemen both of city 
and country, and alſo with great numbers of farmers, cot- 
tagers, and labourers, who all agree, that two ſhilings 
in change for every family would be more than neceſſary 
in all dealings. Now, by the largeſt computation (eren 
before that grievous difcouragement of agriculture, 4 
which hath ſo much leſſcned dur numbers) the ſouls in 
this kingdom are computed to be one million and a half; 
which, allowing ſix to a family, makes two hundred and 
ſifty thouſand families, and conicquently two ſhillings to 
each family will amount only to five and rwcuty thouſand 
pounds; whereas this Ye, [iherol, bard-ware-man, 
Wood, would impole upon us above /2r times that ſum. 

Your paragraph relates further, that Sir Ifauc Newton 
reported an 4//ay taken at the Tower of Wood's metal; 
by which it appears, thit Wood had 77 all reſpedts fer- 
formed his contratt, His contract! with whom? wes it 
wita the parhament or people of Ireland? are not they ta 


t Perhaps the prohibitiva from ploughing. See 7. * 
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be the purchaſers? but they deteſt, abhor, and reje& it 
as corrupt, fraudulent, mingled with dirt and traſh. Up- 
on which he grows angry, goes to law, and will impoſe 
his goods upon us by force. | 

But your news- letter ſays, that an afſiry was made of 
the coin. How impudent and inſupportable is this 
Wood takes care to coin a dozen or two half-pence of 
good metal, ſends them to the Tower, and they are ap- 
proved, and theſe maſt anſwer all that he hath already 
- coined, or ſhall coin for the future. It is true, indeed, 
that a gentleman often ſends to my ſhop for a pattern of 
Riff; I cut it fairly off, and, if he likes it, he comes, oc 
ſends, and compares the pattern with the whole piece, 
a d probably we come to a bargain. But if I were to buy 
an hundred ſheep, and the grazier ſhould bring me one 
fingle wether fat and well fleeced, by way of pattern, 
and expect the ſame price round for the whole hundred, 
without ſuffering me to ſee them before he was paid, or 
giving me good ſecurity to reſtore my money for thoſe that 
w-rc /ea7, or ſhorn, or ſcabby, 1 would be none of his 
caſtomer. I have hcard of a man who had a mind to ſell 
his houſe, and therefore carried a piece of biet in his 
pocket, which he ſhewed as a pattern to encourage pur- 
chaſers; ard this is directly the caſe in point with Mr 
Wood's affy. 
bc next part of the paragraph contains Mr Wood's 

voluntary propoſals for preceuting any further alfectiant 
or afpprehenſions. | 

His firſt propoſal is, that whereas he hath already coins 
ed ſeventeen thouſand pounds, and has copper prepared 132 
make it up forty thouſand pounds, he will be content 13 
cn no mere, unleſs the EXIGENCES OF TRADE RE- 
QUIRE ir, althongh his patent impiavers him to Coin 4 
far greater quantity. 

To which if 1 were to anſwer, it ſhould be thus: let 
Mr Wood and his crew of Dundee and tinkors coin on, 
till there is not an old kettle left in the kingdom; let 
them coin old Icarher, robacco-pipe-clay, or the dirt in 
the ſtrect, and call their trumpery by what name they 
pleaſe, from a guinea to a farthing ; we are not under 
any concern to know how he and lus tribe of accomplices 
think fit ro employ thenuclves. But I hope, and truſt. 

that 
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that we are all to a man fully determined to have nothing 
to do with him or his ware. 

The king has given him a patent to coin half-pence, 
but hath not obliged us to take them; and I have already 
ſhewn in my letter 19 the ſhopkeepers etc. that the law 
hath not left.it in the power of the prerogative to comp.l 
the ſubje& ts take any money, beſides gold and ſilver of 
the right ſterling and ſtandard. 

Mood further propoſes, (if 1 underſtand him right, for 
his expreſſions are dubious) that e will nat coin above 
forty thouſand pounds, unleſs the exigences of trade re- 
quire it. Firſt, I obſerve that this ſum of /7rty thanſamd 
pounds is almoſt double to what I proved to be ſufficient 
for the whole kingdom, although we had not one of our 
old half-pence left. Again, I aſk, who is to be judge, 
when the exigences of trade require it? Without doubt 
he means himſelf; for as to us of this poor kingdom, who 
muſt be utterly ruined if this project ſhould ſucceed, we 
were never -:ce conſulted till the matter was over, and 
he will judge of our evigerces by his own; neither will 
theſe be ever at an end, till he and his accomplices ſhall 
think they have enough: and it now appears that he will 
not be content with all our gold and filver, but intends 
to buy up our goods and manufactures with the fame 
Coin. 

I ſhaſl not enter into examination of the prices, for 
which he now propoſes to ſell his half-pence, or what he 
cails his copper, by the pound; I have faid enough of ir 
in my former letter, and it hath hikewiſe been coniidered 
by others. It is certain, that by his on firſt computa- 
tion we were to pay three ſhillings for what was intrinſi- 
cally worth but ont, although it had been of the true 
weight and ſtandard for which he preteuded to have con- 
tracted ; but there is fo great a diſſerence both in weight 
and badneſs in ſeveral of his coias, that ſome of them 
have been nine in ten below the intrinſic value, and molt 
of them ſix or ſeven. 

His lait propoſal being of a peculiar {tran and nature, 
delerves to be very particularly confidered both on ac- 
count of the matter and the ityic. It is as follows: 

Laſtly, In con/ideration af the direful a'proehenjions 
which precail in Ireland, thet Mr N oed will by fuch 

Vor. III. (: cginage 
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coinage drain them of their gold and filver ; he propoſes 


to take their manufattures in exchange, and that no per> 
ſon be obliged to receive more than five-pence half-penny 
at one payment. 

Firſt, obſerve this little impudent Hard- avare-man 
turning into ridicule the direful apprebenſiont of a whole 
$ingdom, priding himſelf as the cauſe of them, and dar- 
ing to preſcribe (what no king of England ever attempt- 
cd) how far a whole nation ſhall be obliged to take his 
braſs coin. And he has reaſon to inſult: for ſure there 
was never an example in hiſtory of a great kingdom kept 
in awe for above a year, in daily dread of utter deſtructi- 
on, not by a powerful invader at the head of twenty 
thouſand men, not by a plague or a famine, not by a ty- 
rannical prince (for we never had one more gracious) or 
a corrupt adminiſtration, but by one fingle, diminutive, 
inſignificant mechanic, 

But to go on: to remove our direful appreten/ionc, 
that he will drain us of our gold and filcer by his coin- 
age, this little arbitrary mck-monarch moſt graciouſly 
otfers to take aur manufactures in exchange, Are our 
Iriſh underſtandings indeed ſo low in his opinion? Is not 
this the very miſery we complain of; that his curſed pro- 
ject will put us under the neceſſity of ſelling our goods 
for what is cqual to 9thing How would ſuch a propo- 
fal ſound from France or Spain, or any other country 
with which we traffic, if they ſhould offer to deal with us 
only upon this condition, that we ſhould take their mo- 
ney at ten times higher than the intrinſic value? Docs Mr 
Mood think, for inſtance, that we will ſell him a {tone 
of wool for a parcel of his cou1tors not worth /rx-pence, 
when we can ſend it to England, and reccive as many ſhil- 


lings in gold and filver ? Surely there was never heard 


ſuch a compound of impudence, villainy, and folly. 

His propoſals conclude with perfect high treaſon. He 
promiſes, that 2 perſ72r fhall be obliged to receive more 
than five-pence half-fernny of his coin in ene payment. 
Ry which it is plain, that he pretends to obige every ſub- 
ject in this kingdom to take fo much in every payment, 
it it be offered ; whereas his patent ligen no man, nor 
can the prerogative by law claim fuch a power, as I have 
otten cblerved; fo that here Mr Wood takes upon him 

the 
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the entire legiſlature, and an abſolute dominion over the 
properties of the whole nation. 

Good God! who are this wretch's adviſers who are 
his ſupporters, abettors, encouragers, or ſharers ? Mr 
Wood will lige me to take five-pence half - penny of his 
braſs in every payment. And I will ſhoot Mr. Wood ard 
his deputies through the head like 4;gh-waymen or houſe- 
breakers, if they duce to force one farthing of their coin 
on me in the payment of an huadred pounds. It is no Joſs 
of honour to ſubmit to the lien; but who, with the fi- 
gure of a 9:74, can think with patience of being devoured 
alive by a rat? He has laid a tax upon the people of lre- 
land ot ſeventeen ſhilliags at leaſt in the pound: a tax, I 
ſay, not only upon lands, but intere{t-money, goods, 
maaufuctures, the hire of handicraftſmen, lavourcrs, and 
ſervants. Shopkeepers, look to yourſelves! Wood will 
6blige and force you to take five-pence half-penny of his 
traſh in very payment; and many of you receive twenty, 
tViirty, forty payments in one day, or clſe you can hard- 
ly find bread : and pray conſider how much that will a- 
mouat to in a year; twenty times five-pence half - penny 
is nine ſhillings and two-pence, which is above an hundred 
and ſixty pounds a year, wherein you will be lofers of at 
leait one hundred and forty pounds by taking your pay- 
ments in his money. If any of you be content to deal 
with Mr Wood on ſuch conditions, they may; but for 
my own particular, /et bis money periſh with him. It the 
famous Mr Hambden rather choſe to go to priſon, than 
pay a few {h.!l:-gs to king Charles I. without authority 
of partiame-..t 3 I will rather chuſe to be hanged than have. 
all my ſabitance taxed ar ſeventeen ſhillings in the pound 
at the arbitrary will and pleafure of the vencrable Mr 
Wood. | 

The paragraph concludes thus: N. B. (that is to ſay, 
rota bene, or mark well M evidence appeared front 
Ircland, or elſewhere, to prove the neiſehieſt complained 
of, or any abuſes whatſyzver commilted in the execution 
of the. ſuid grant. 

Ihe impudence of this remark exceeds all that went 
before. Firſt, the houſe of commons in Ireland, which 
repreſents the whole people of the kingdom; and ſecond- 
ly, the privy-council addreſſed his majeſty againlt theſe 

C 2 halt- 


jy 
| | 
| 
f 
3 
| 
| 
| 
| 


20 THE DRAPIER's LET TERS. 


half-pence : what could be done more to expreſs the u- 
niverſal ſenſe of the nation? If his copper were diamonds, 
and the kingdom were entirely againſt ir, would not that 
be ſufficient to reject it? Muſt a commintee of the whole 
houſe of commons, and our whole privy-council, go o- 
ver to argue pro and con with Mr Wood? To what end 
did the king give his patent for coining halt-pence in Ire- 
land? was it not, becauſe it was repreſented to his ſacred 
majeſty, that ſuch a coinage would be of advantage to 
the good of this kingdom, and of all his ſubjects here? 
It is to the patentee's peril, if his reprefentation be falſe, 
and the execution of his patent be fraudulent and cor- 
rupt. Is he fo wicked and fooliſh to think, that his pa- 
tent was given him to rum a million and a half of people, 
that he might be a gainer of three or fourſcore thouſand 
pounds to himſelf? Before he was at the charge of paſ- 
fing a patent, much more of raking up. ſo much filthy 
droſs, and ſtamping it with his raajelty's image and ſu- 
perſcription, ſhould he not firſt in common rats, 3 in com- 
mon equity, and common manners have conſulted the 
principal party concerned; that is to ſay, the people of 
the kingdom, the houſe of lords, or commons, or the 
privy- council? If any foreigner ſhould aſk us, who/e 
image and ſuperſcription there is an Wood's coin? we 
ſhould be aſhamed to tell him, it was Czfar's. In that 
great want of copper balf-pence which he alledges we 
were, our city ſet up cur Cxlir's “ ſtatue in excellent 
copper at un experce, thatis equal in value to thirty thou- 
{and pound of his coin; and we will not receive his image 
in worſe metal. 

I obſerve many of our people putting a melancholy caſe 
on this ſubje&t. It is true, ſu they, we are all undone 
if VV ood's half pence muſt paſs ; but what thall we do, 
his majeſty puts out à prec lamuticn commending us to 
take them? This hath often been dinned in my cars. 
But 1 detire my countrymen to be aſſured that there is 
nothing in it. "The king never iſſues out a proclamation 
but to enjoin what the law permits him. He will not 
ſuc out a proclamation againit lav; or if ſuch a thing 


ſhould happen by a miſtake, we are no more obliged to 


* An cqueſtrian ſtatue of * I. at Eſſex- bridge, Dublin. 
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it than to run our heads into the fire. Beſides, his 
majeſty will never command us by a proclamation, wh. t 
he does not offer to command us in the patert itſelf. 
There he leaves it to our diſcretion; fo that our deſtruc- 
tion maſt be entirely owing to ourſelves. Therefore let 
no man be afraid of a proclamation, which will never be 
granted; and if it ſhould, yet upon this occaſion will be 
of no force. The king's revenues here are near four 
hundred thouſand pounds a year. Can you think his 
miniſters will adviſe him to take them in Wood's braſs, 
which will reduce the value to fifty thouſand pounds ? 
England gets a million ſlerling by this nation; which, if 
this project goes on, will be almoſt reduced to nothing : 
and do you think thoſe, who live in England upon Iriſh 
eſtates, will be content to take an eighth or tenth part by 
being paid in Wood's drofs ? 

If Wood and his confederates were not convinced of 
our ſtupidity, they never would have attempted ſo auda- 
cious an enterprize. He now fees a ſpirit hath been raiſ- 
ed againſt him, and he only watches till it begins to flag: 
he goes about watching when to devour us. He hopes 
we ſhall be weary of contending with him; and art laſt 
out of ignorance or fear, or of being perfectly tired with 
oppoſition, we ſhall be forced to yicld: and therefore, -I 
confeſs, it is my chief endeavour to keep up your fpirits 
and reſentments. If I tell you there is a precipice under 
you, and that if you go forwards you will certunly break 
your necks; if 1 point to it before your eyes, mult I be 
at the trouble of repeating it every morning? Are our 
people's hearts waxed grofs ? are their ears dull of hear- 
ing? and have they clofed their eyes? I fear there are 
ſome few vipers among us, who for ten or twenty pounds 
gain would ſell their fouls and their country; although 
at laſt it ſhould end in their own ruin, as well as ours. 
Be not like the deaf adder, who refuſeth to hear the voice 
of the charmer, charm he never ſo wiſely. 

Although my letter be directed to you, Mr Harding, 
yet I intend it for all my countrymen. I have no intereſt 
in this affair, but what is common to the public: I can 
hve better than many others: I have ſome gold and ſil- 
ver by me, and a ſhop well furniſhed; and thall be able 
to make a ſhift, when many of my betters are ſtarving. 

| C3 But 
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But I am grieved to fee the coldneſs and indifference of 
many people, with whom I diſcourſe. Some are afraid 
of a proclamation ; others ſhrug up their ſhoulders, and 
cry, what weuld you have us to do? Some give out, 
there is no danger at all: others are comforted, that it 
will be a common calamity, and they ſhall fare no worſe 
than their neighbours, Will a man, who hears midnight 
| robbers at his door, get out of bed and raiſe his family 
for a common defence; and ſhall a whole kingdom lie in 
a lethargy, while Mr Wood comes at the head of his 
confederates to rob them of all they have, to ruin us and 
our poſterity, for ever? If a highwayman meets you on 
the road, you give him your money to fave your life; 
but God be thanked, Mr Wood cannot touch a hair cf 
heads. You have all the laws of God and man on 
your fide : when he or his accomplices offer you his droſs, 
it is but faying u, and you are ſafe. If a mad man 
ſhould come into my ſhop with a handful of dirt raked 
out of the kennel, and offer it in payment for ten yards 
of ſtuff, I would pity, or laugh at him; or, if his be- 
baviour deſerved it, kick him out of my doors, Ard if 
Mr Wood comes to demand my gold and filver, or com- 
modities for which I have paid my gold and filver, in ex- 
change for his traſh, can he deſerve or expe better 
treatment ? | 
When the ev day is come (if it mult come) let us 
mark and obſerve thoſe, who prefume to offer theſe half- 
pence in payment. Let their names and trades, ard 
places cf abode, be made public, that every one may be 
aware of them, as betrayers of their country, and con- 
federates with Mr Wood. Let them be watched at mar- 
kers and fairs; and let the firſt Loneſt diſcoverer give the 
word about, that Mr Wood's half-pence have been of- 
fered, and caution the poor innocent people not to receive 
them. | 
Perhaps I hve been too tedious; but there would ne- 
ver be an end, if I attemyred to ſay all that this melan- 
choly ſubject wilt bcar. l conciude with humbly of- 
fering one propofal; d , i it were put ic to practice, 
would blow upꝰ this deft aiune project at g Letturie 
ki tal, judi s pou draw up au advert. cinen to the 
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IWhereas one William Wood, hard-ware-man, now 
or lately ſojourning in the city of London, hath, by many 
miſrepreſentations, procured a patent for colning an 
bundred and eight thouſand pounds in copper half-pence 
for this kingdom : which is a ſum foe times greater thaw 
our occaſions require: and whereas it is netorious, that 
the ſaid Wood hath coined his half-pence of ſuch baſe 
metal, and falſe weight, that they are at leaſt fix parts 
ia ſeven below the real value: and whereas we have rea- 
fon to apprehend, that the ſaid Wood may at any time 
hereafter clandaſtinely coin as many mare half-pence as 
te pleaſes : and whereas the faid patent neither doth, nor 
can oblige his majeſty's ſubjefts ts receive the ſaid half; 
pence in any payment, but leaves it to their voluntary 
choice: becauſe by law the ſubjett caunct be obliged 79 
tate any money, except gold or ſilver: and whereas, con- 
trary ts the letter and meaning of the ſaid patent, the 
faid Wood hath declared, that every perſon hall be ob- 
higed. to take five-pence hal/*penny of his coin in every 
payment : and whereas the houſe of commons, and prity- 
council, have ſeverally addreſſed his moſt ſacred majeſty, 
repreſenting ile ill conſequences which the ſaid coinage 
may have upon this kingdom : and, laſtly, whereas it is 
univerſally agreed, that the whole nation to a man (ex- 
cept Mr Wood, and his confederates) are in the utmaſt 
apprehenſi:ns of the ruincus conſequences that muſt fol- 
low from the ſaid coinage ; therefore we, whoſe names 
are underwritten, being perſons of conſiderable eſtates in 
this kingdom, and refiders therein, do unanimouſly re- 
folue and declare, that we will never receive one far- 
thing or half-penny of the ſaid Wood's cointng ; and that 
nave wil direct all our tenants 15 refuſe the ſaid coin 
fram any perſon whatſoever ; of which that they may not 
be igncrant, we have ſent them a copy of this advertiſe- 
ment 70 62 read to them by cur ſtewards, receivers, etc, 

I could with, that a paper of this nature might be drawn 
up, and ſigned by two or three hundred principal gen- 
tlemen of this kingdom; and printed copies thereof ſent 
to their ſeveral tenants, Iam deceived if any thing could 
fconer defeat this execrable deſign of Wood, and his ac- 
cam ice. This would immediately give the alarm, and 
kt the kingdom on their guard; this would give courage 

to 
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to the meaneſt tenant and cottager. How long, O Lord, 
righteous and true, etc. 


I muſt tell you in particular, Mr Harding, that you 
are much to blame. Several hundred perſons have en- 
quired at your houſe for my letter to the ſhopteepers, etc. 
and you had none to fell them. Pray keep yourſelf pro- 
vided with that letter, and with this : you have pot very 
well by the former ; but 1 did not then write for your 
fake, any more than I do now. Pray advertiſe both in 
every news- paper; and let it not be your fault or mine, 
if our countrymen will not take warning. I defire you 
kkewiſe to fell them as cheap as you can. 


I am yeur ſervant, 


Aug. 4, 1724. 


LE T- 
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LETTER II. 


Some OBSERVATIONS upon a paper, cal- 
led, The report of the committee of the moſ8 
hanourable _—O in England, re- 
lating to Wood's half-pence. 


To the Nobility and Gentry of the kingdom of 
Ireland. 


AVING already written Nu lettert to the people of 
H my own level and condition, and having now very 
preſſing occaſion for writing a third; 1 thought I could 
not more properly addreſs it than to your /ord/hips and 
wwor//:iÞs. 

The occaſion is this: a printed paper was ſent to me 
on the 18th inſtant, entitled, @ report of the committee 
of the lerds of his majeſty's moſt honourable privy-council 
in England relating to Mr Wood's half-pence and far- 
things, There 1s no mention made where the paper was 
printed; but I ſuppoſe it to have been in Dublin: and 1 
have been told, that the copy did not come over m the 
Gazette, but in the Lordon 72urnal, or ſome other prirt 
of no authority or con{cquence, Ard, for any thing 
that legally appears to the contrary, it may be a contriv- 
ance to /;;ght us; or a project of ſome printer, who hath 
a mind to make a penny by publiſhing ſomething upon a 
fubject, which now employs all our thoughts in this &ing- 
dam. Mr Wood, in publiſhing this paper, would inſinu- 
ate to the world, as it the co17m#ttce had a greater con- 
cern for his credit, and private emolument, than for the 
honour of the privy-council, and both houſes of parlia- 
ment here, ard for the quiet and welfare of ths whole 
kingdom; tor it ſeems intended a vindication of Mr 
Wood, not without ſeveral fevcre reflections on the houſes 
of /2rds and cantmont of lreland. | 

The whole is indecd written with the turn and air of 
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a pamphlet; as if it were a diſpute between William 
Wood on the one part, and the /ards juſtices, privy- 
council, and both houſes of parliament on the other: the 
deſign of it being to clear William Wood, and to charge 
the other fide with caſting raſh and groundleſs aſperſions 
n him. 

But if it be really what the title imports, Mr Wood 
hath treated the committee with great rudeneſs by pub- 
liſhing an act of theirs in ſo unbecoming a manner, with- 
out their Icave, and before it was communicated to the 
government and privy-council of Ireland; to whom the 
committee adviſed that it ſhould be tranſmitted, But, 
with all deference be it ſpoken, I do not conceive that a 
report of a committee of the council in England is Vier- 
t a law in either &:ngdom ; and until any point is deter- 
mined to be a law, it remains diſputable by every ſub- 
ject. 

8 This (may it pleaſe your /ord/hips und wir/hips ) may 
ſeem a ſtrange way of diſcourſing in an il literate ſhap- 
keeper. | have endeavoured (although without the help 
of books) to improve that fmall portion of reaſon God 
hath been pleafed to give me; and when reaſon plainly 
appears before me, I cannot turn away my head from it. 
Thus, for inſtance, if any lawyer ſhould tell me that ſuch 
a point were law, from which many groſs palpable ab- 
ſurditics muſt follow; I would not, 1 could not believe 
him. It Sir Edward Coke ſhould poſitively affert, (which 
he no where does, but the direct contrary) that a /7mit- 
ed prince could by his preregative oblize his ſubjcas to 
take half an ounce of lead, ftamped with his image, for 
twenty ſhillings in gold, 1 ſhould fwear he was deceired, 
or a d-ceiver ; becauſe a power like that would leave the 
whole lives and fortunes of the people entirely at the 
mercy of the monarch; yet this in effect is what Wood 
hath advanced in fome of his papers; and what ſuſpicious 
people may pothbly apprehend from ſome paſſages in that, 
which is called the et. 

That paper mentions /uch p-r/7125 to have been examin- 
ed, wh; were delhrous and willing to be heard upon this 
ſubject. I am told they were four in all; Coleby, B , 
Mr Finley the banker, and one more, whoſe name 1 
know not. "The firit of theſe was tried for robbing the 
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treaſury in Ireland: and though he was acquitted for 
want of legal proof, yet every perſon in the court believ- 
ed him to be guilty. 

But, ſince I have gone ſo far as to mention particular 

rſons, it may be ſome ſatis faction to know who is this 
Wood himſelf, that has the honour to have a whole 
kingdom at his mercy for almoſt two years together, 1 
find he is in the patent entitled iure, although he were 
underſtood to be only a far d-ware-man ; and fo I have 
been bold to call him in my former letters; however, a 
ſguire he is, not only by virtue of his patent, but by 
having been a collector in Shropſhire ; where pretending 
to have been robbed, and ſuing the county, he was caſt, 
and for the infamy of the fact loſt his employment. 

| have heard another ſtory of this ſquire Wood from 
a very honourable lady, that one Hamilton told her. 
Hamilton was fent for {1x years ago by Sir Iſaac Newton 
to try the coinage of four men, who then ſolicited a pa- 
tent for coining halſ- pence tor Ireland; their names were 
Wood, Coſtor, Ellüton, and Parker. Parker made the 
faireſt offer, and Wood the worit; for his coin were 
three half-pence in a pound weight lefs value than the o- 
ther, By which it is plain, with what intentions he ſo- 
licited his patent; but not fo plain how he obtained it. 

It is alledged in the ſaid paper called the report, that 
upon repeuted orders from a ſceretary of ſtate for ſend- 
ing over ſuch papers and witneſſes, as thould be thought 
proper to ſupport the objections made againſt the patent, 
(by both houſes of parliament;) the rd lientenaut re- 
_ preſented ? great difficuity he found himpelf in, to com- 

ply with theſe orders : that none of the principal mem- 

bers of both houſes who avere in the king's ſervice, or 
csuncil, exculd tate upon them to adviſe, how an mat. - 
rial perſon, or papers, might be ſent over an this geraf- 
on, tc. And this is often repeated, and reprefented as a 
preceeding that ſeems very extrasrdinary, and that in a 
mattor, which had raiſed fo great a clamour in Ireland, 
ug 5ne perſon could be prevailed upan te come er from 
Ireland in ſupport of the united ſeiſe of beth houſes of 
parkament in Ireland; eſpecially thut the chief difficulty 
auld ariſe from a general apprehenjronef a mi, dige, 
in an enquiry before his majeſty, or in a proceeding by 
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due courſe of lau, in a caſe where bath houſes of parlia» 

ment had declared themſelves jo fully convinced, and ſa- 

tisfied upon evidence, and examinati:ns taken in the moſt 
lem manner. 

How ſhall 1, a poor ignorant ſhopkeeper, utterly un- 
ſkilled in law, be able to anſwer fo weighty an objection? 
I will try what can be done by plain reaſon, unaſſiſted by 
art, cunning, or eloquence, 

In my humble opinion the commirtee of council hath 
already prejudged the whole caſe, by calling the united 
ſenſe of both houſes of parliament in Ireland an univerſal 
clamour. Here the addreſſes of the lords and commons 
of Ireland againſt a ruinous, deſtructive project of an 95- 
ſcure, fingle undertaker, is called a clammur. I deſire 
to know, how ſuch a flyle would be reſented in England 
from a committee of council there to a parliament; and 
how many impeachments would tullow upon it? But ſup- 
poling the appellation to be proper, I never heard of a 
wiſe miniſter, who deſpiſed the wiverſal clamomur of a 
people; and if that c/amour can be quieted by diſappoint- 
ing the fraudulent practice of a ſingle perſon, the purchaſe 
is not exorbitant. 

But in anſwer to this objection: firſt it is manifeſt, that 
If this coinage had been in Ireland, with ſuch limitations 
a3 have been formerly ſpeciſied in other patents, and 
granted to perſons of this &i/7do991, or even of England, 
able to give ſufficient ſecurity, few or no inconveniencics 
could have happened, As to Mr Knox's patent mention- 
e1 in the report, ſecurity was given into the Exchequer, 
t iat the atontee ſhould upon all demands be obliged to 
receive his hal/-pence back, and pay gold or filver in ex- 
c1ange for them. And Mr Moor (to whom I ſuppoſe 
That patem was made over) was in 1694 forced to leave 
o | coining before the end of that year by the great crouds 
of people cortinually offering to return his coinage upon 
him. In 1698 hc coined again, and was forced to give 
over for the fame reuſon. This entirely alters the cafe ; 
for there is no ſuch condition in Wood's patent; which 
condition was worth a hundred times all other limitations 
whatſocver. 

Put the caſe, that the two houſes of Hardi and cammont 
ef England, and the pricz-czuncil there, ſhould addreſs 
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his majeſty to recall a patent, from whence they appre- 
hended the molt ruinous confequences to the whole king- 
dom; and, to make it ſtronger if poſſible, that the whole 
nation almoſt to a man ſhould thereupon diſcover the 2 
diſnal appretenfins (as Vr Wood ſtyles them;) would 
his majeſty debate halt an hour what he had to do? would 
any miniſter dare advite him agm{t recalling {uch a pa- 
tent? or would the matter be referred to rhe /rivy- 
c5uncil, or to Weſtmintter-hall ; the two houſes of pur- 
Eament plaintiſts, and \Wiliham Wood defendant? and 
is there even the ſmalleſt diiference between the two . 
caſes ? 

Were not the people of Ireland born as / as thoſe of 
England? how have they forfeited their treedom ? is not 
their parliament as fair * repreſentative of the pecple as 
that of England? and hath not their privy-counctl as 
great, or a greater ſhare in the adminittrution of public 
affirs? are not they ſubjects of the fune king? docs not 
the ſame ſun ſhine upon them? and have they not the 
ſume God for their protector? am I a / an in Eng- 
land, and do I become a ure in fix hours by crothag the 
channel ? No wonder then if the boldeſt perfons were cau- 
tious to interpoſe in a matter already determined by the 
hole voice of the nation; or to preſume to repreſcat the 
repro ieniatives of the kingdom; and were jutily arprehen- 
{tre ut meeting ſuch a treatment as they would deſerve at 
tic next ſeſſion. It would ſcem very extraordinary, if 
an inferior court in England ſhould take a matter out of 
th: hands of the high court of pariiament during a pro- 
rogation, and decide it againſt the opinion or bat houſes, 

It happens however, that although no perſons were fo 
bold a3 to go over us cyidences to prove the trata of the 
objcetions made agaiitt tis paterr by the high court of 
partiroent here, yet theie ubjcttions ſtar.d good, not- 
witi.tanding the anivers made by Mr Wood and his 
R a | 

The report tays, that, un an at; made of the fines 
refs, avciobt, and talc , this exphor, it exceded in e- 
Ter; Ale. Vis is heb enough in the pieces up- 
on which then, . was mate but ood mut have fails 
ed very much i pat wo doxt aity, If he had ror tikem 
Care . provide a ſuihcicnht quaitity of lach %a n as 
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would bear the trial ; which he was well able to do, al- 
though they were taken out of ſeveral parcels ; ſince it 
is now plain, that the biaſs of favour hath been wholly 
on his fide. | 
But what need is there of diſputing, when we have a 
poſitive demonſtration of Wood's fraudulent practices in 
this point. I have ſeen a large quantity of theſe alf 
pence weighed by a very ſkilful perſon, which were of 
four different kinds, three of them conſiderably under 
weight. I have now before me an exact computation of 
the difference of weight between theſe four forts; b 
which it appears, that the fourth fort, or the lighteſt, dif- 
fers from the ſirſt to a degree, that in the coinage of three 
hundred and ſixty tons of copper the patentee will be a 
gainer, only by that difference, of twenty-four thouſand 
four hundred and ninety-four pounds; and in the whole 
the public will be a loſer of eighty-rwo thouſand one hun- 
dred and ſixty- eight pounds fixteen ſhillings, even ſup- 
poling the metal in point of goodneſs to anſwer Wood's 
contract, and the a/ay that hath been made, which it in- 
tallibly doth not. For this point hath likewiſe been en- 
quired into by very experienced men; who, upon ſeveral 
trials on many of theſe half-pence, have found them to be 
at lcuſt one fourth part below the real value, not includ- 
ing the raps or counterſeits that he, or his accu u, 
have already made of bz; 55vn 097, and ſcattered about. Now 
the coinage of three hundred and ſixty tons of copper, 
coined by the weight of the fourth or lighteſt fort of his 
half-pence, will amount to one hundred twenty-two thou- 
ſand four hundred eighty-cight pounds, ſixtcen ſhillings; 
and, if we ſubltract a fourth part of the real value by the 
baſe mixture in the metal, we muſt add to the public loſs 
one fourth part to be ſubſtracted from the intrinſic value 
of the copper; which in three hundred and ſixty tons a- 
mounts to ten thouſand and eighty pounds; and this, ad- 
ded to the former ſum of cighty-two thouſand ore hun- 
dred ſixty- cight pounds, ſixteen ſhillings, will make in all 
pinety-two thouiund two hundred forty-eight pounds loſs 
to the public ; bclides the rups or connter/cits that he 
may at any time hereattcr think fit to coin. Nor do I 
know whether he reckors the drofs excluſive or incluſive 
With his three hundred and ſixty tons of copper; which 
however 
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however will make a conſiderable difference in the ac- 


count. 

You will here pleaſe to obſerve, that the profit allow- 
ed to Wood by the patent is twelve pence out of every 
pound of copper valued at 17. 6d. whereas 5 d. only is 
allowed for coinage of a pound weight for the Engliſh 
half-pence : and this difference is almoſt 25 per cent. 
which is double to the higheſt exchange of money, even 
under all the additional preſſures and obſtructions to trade 
that this unhappy kingdom lies at preſent. This one 
circumſtance, in the coinage of three hundred and ſixty 
tons of copper, makes a ditference of twenty-ſeven thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and twenty pounds between Englith 
and Iriſh hal/<pence, even allowing thoſe of Wood to be 
all of the heavieſt ſort. 

It is likewiſe to be conſidered, that for every half- 
penny in a pound weight, exceeding the number direded 
by the patent, Wood will be a gainer ia the coinage of 
three hundred and ſixty tons of copper, ſixteen hundred 
and eighty pounds proſit more than the patent allows him; 
out of which he may afford to make his comptrollers ca 
upon that article, 

As to what is alleged, that theſe hal/-perce far exceed the 
like ccinage for Ireland iz: the reigns of” bis majeſty s pre- 
d:ceffors : there cannot welt be a more exceptionable way 
of arguing, although the fact were true ; which however 
is altogether nuſtaken, not by any fault in the comm7/tee, 
but by the fraud and impoſition of Wood, who certainly 
produced the worlt patterns he could find z ſuch as were 
coined in {mall nunibers by permiions to pricate men, as 
butchers half-pence, black-d;gs, and others the like; or 
perhaps the ſmall St. Patrick s coin, which paſſeth now 
tor a farthing, or at beſt ſome of the ſmalleſt raps of the 
lateſt kind, For I have now by me hai/*pence coined in 
the year 1680 by virtue of the patent granted to my lord 
Dartmouth, which was reacwed to Knox, and they are 
heavier by a ninth part than thoſe of Wood, and of much 
better metal; and the great St. Patrick's hal/-pence are 
yet larger than cither. 

But what 1s all this to the preſent debate: if, under the 
various exigences of former times by wars, rebellions and 
wurrectioas, the kings of England were ſometimes forc- 
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ed to pay their armies here with mixt or baſe money; 
God forbid that the neceſſitics of turbulent times ſhonld 
be a precedent for times of peace, and order, and ſettle- 
ment. 

In the patem abovementioned, granted to lord Part- 
mouth in the reign of ig Charles the ſccond and renew- 
ed to Knox, the ſecuritics given into the Fxcnequer, ob- 
liging the pato:iee to reces e his money back upon every 
demand, were an etfectual remedy againft all inconvent- 
Encies * and the cffor aui cb in sur ling, fo 
that we were in no danger to purchaſe it with the Joſs of 


«II our filver and gold carried over to another, nor to be 


at the trouble of going to England for the redrefling any 
abuſe. 

That the kings of England have exerciſed their prero- 
gative of coining copper for ircland and for England, is 
not the preſent queſtion : but, to ſpeak in the ſty le of the 
report, it would ſe:m a little extraordinary, ſuppoſing a 
King ſhould think fit to exerciſe his prerogative by coin- 
ing copper in Ireland to be current in Ergland, without 
referring it to his officers in that kingdom to be informed, 
whether the grant were reaſonable and whether the peo- 
ple deſired it or no, and without regard to the addreſſes 
of his parliament againſt it. God forbid, that ſo mean a 
man as I ſhould meddle with the king's prerogative : but 
J have heard very wife men ſay, that the king's preroga- 
tive is bounded and limited by tlie gd and xvo{fare of 
his feople. I deſire to know, whether it be not urder- 
ſtood and arowed, that the good of Ireland was intended 
by this ptent? Bur Ireland is not conſulted at all in the 
matter; and, as ſoon as Ireland is informed of it, J 
declared againft it: the ws . ν of parliament and the 
pricy-c:uncil addreſs his majetty upon the miſchiefs appre- 
hended by fuch a patent ; the pricy-council in England 
take the matter out of the furiument cognizance; the 
good of the kingdom is dropt; and it is now determined, 
that Mr Wood thall have the power of ruining a whole 
nation for his private advantage. | 

I never can ſuppoſe, that ſuch paterts as theſe were 
originally granted with a view of being a 744% for the in- 
tereit of a particular perſon to the damage of the public. 
VV hatever profit mult ariſc to the paterter, was ſure ly 
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meant at beſt but as a ſecondary motive; and ſince ſome- 
body mult be a gainer, the choice of the perſon was made 
either by favour or ſomething elſe, or by the pretence of 
merit and honeſty : this argument returns ſo often ard 
ſtrongly into my head, that I cannot forbear frequently 
repeating it. Surely his majeſty, when he conſented to 
the palling of this patent, conceived he was doing an act 
of grace to his moſt loyal ſubjects of Ireland, without any 
regard to Mr Wood, farther than as an /z;/*rument but 
the people of Ireland think this patent (intended, no 
doubt, 2 their good) to be a molt intolerable grievances 
and therefore Mr Wood can never ſucceed without an 
open avowal, tkat his profit is preferred, not only before 
the intere/?, but the very //ety and being of a great king- 
dom; and a kingdom diitiaguithed for its loyalty perhaps 
above all others upon earth; not turned from its duty by 
the jrriſuictitn of te houſe of lords aboliſhed at a ſtroke, 
by the kardjhips of the act of nacigutica newly enforced, 
by all poffible abſfhructiaus in trade, and by a hundred o- 
ther in{tances, enough to fill this paper; nor was there 
ever among us the leaſt attempt towards an inſurrection 
in favour of the pretender, Therefore, whatever juſtice 
a free people can claim, we have at leaſt an egual title to 
it with our brethren in England; and whatever. grace a 
good prince can beſtow on the molt /cyal ſubjects, we have 
reaſon to expect it; neither has this kingdom any way de- 
ſerved to be ſacrificed to one /ingle, rapacious, obſcure, 
17101in:2us projector. 

Among other clauſes mentioned in this patent to ſhew 
how advantageous it is to Ireland, there is one which 
ſeems to be of a Hagulur nite; that the patertee ſhall 
be obliged during his term te pay eight hundred pounds a 
year ta the crow, ard two hundred pounds a year te the 
emptr:!ſzr, 1 have h:ard indeed, that the king's coun» 
cil do always contider in the pulling of a patent, whether 
it will be of advantage to the crown; bat I have hkewiſe 
heard, that it is at the fame time conſidered, whether paſ- 
ſing of it may be injurious to any other perſons or bodies 
politic? However, although the attorney and ſolicitor be 
ſervants to the king, and therefore bound to conſult his 
majeſty's intereſt; yet I am under forac doubt, whether 
eignt hundred pounds a year to the crown would be equi- 
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valent to the ruin of a kingdom. It would be far better 
for us to have paid eight thouſand pounds a year into his 
majeſty's coffers in the midit of all our taxes (which in 
proportion are greater in this kingdom than ever they were 
in England, even during the war) than purchaſe ſuch an 
addition to the revenue at the price of our utter undoing. 

ut here it is plain, that fourteen thouſand pounds are 
to be paid by Wood only as a ſmall, circumſtantial 
charge for the purchaſe of his patent: what were his o- 
ther vi/ible cots I know not, and what were his /atert, 
is variouſly conjectured ; but he muſt be ſurely a man of 
ſome wonderful merit. Hath ke ſaved any other kingdom 
at his own expence, to give him a title of re- imburſing 
himſelf by the defiruftion of ours? Hath he diſcovered 
the lengitude, or the univerſal medicine; No; but he 
hath found the phz/o/opher's /fone after a new manner, by 
debaſing of cofper, and reſolving to force it upon us for 


When the two houſes repreſcnted to his majeſty, that 
this patent to Wood was obtained in a clandeſtine man+ 
nor, ſurely the committee could not think the parliament 
would infinuate, that it had not paſſed in the common 
forms, and run through every office where fecs and per- 


quiſites were due. They knew very well, that perſons 


in places were no enemies to grants; and that the officers 
of the crown could no: be kept in the dark. But the late 
® [ord licutenant of treland affirmed, it was a /ecret to 
him; and who will doubt of his veracity, eſpecially when 
he ſwore to a perfon of quality, from whom I had it, 
that Ireland ſhould never be troubled with theſe J 
ferce. It was a /ecret to the people of Ireland, who 
were to be the only ſufferers; and thule who belt know 


the ſtate of the kingdom, and were molt able to advife in 
ſuch an affair, were wholly ſtrangers to it. 


It is lowed by the report, that this patent was paſſed. 
wHhout the knowlege of the chief governor, or officers of 
Iceland: and it is there claborately ſhewn, that rer 
patents have pulled in the ſame manner, and arc good in 
law. I {hel not diſpute the legalny of Heu,, but am 
zeady to ſup poſc it in his majeſty's power to grant a pu» 
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tent for ſtamping round bits of copper to every ſubje he 
hath. Therefore, to lay aſide the point of law, I would 
only put the queſtion, whether in reaſon and juſtice it 
would not have been proper in an affair, upon which the 
avelfare of the kingdom depends, that the faid kingdom 
ſhould have received timely notice; and the matter not 
be carried on between the patentee and the officers of the 
cronon, who were to he the only gainers by it. 

The parliament, who in matters of this nature are the 
molt able and faithful counſellors, did repreſent this grant 
to be deſtrudtive of trade, and dangerous to the properties 
of ihe prople : to which the only anſwer is, that the king 
bath a prerogative to make ſuch a grant. 

It is aſſerted, that in the patent to Knox his hal/<perce 
are made and declared the current coin of the kingdom ; 
whereas, in this to W ood there is only a power given 10 
iſſue them to ſuch as will receive them, The authors of 
the report, I think, do not aflirm, that the king can, by 
lay, declare any thing to be current money by his letters 
patents, I dare fay they will not afirm it; and if Knox's 
patent contained in it powers contrary to law, why is it 
mentioned as a precedent in his majeſty's zuft aud merci- 
ful reign? But although that clauſe be not in Wood's 
patent, yet pothbly there are others, the legality where- 
of may be equally doubted; and particularly that, where- 
by a power is given ts William Wood to breat into houſes 
in ſearch of any coin made in imitation of his. This may 
perhaps be athrmed to be illegal and dangerous to the li- 
berty of the ſubject; yet this is a precedent taken from 
Knox's patent, where the ſame power is granted; and is 
a ſtrong inſtance, what uſes may be ſometimes made of 
preced, ents. 

But although, before the paſling of this patent, it was 
not thought nccefary to conſult any perſons of this king- 
dom, or make the leaſt enquiry, whether copper money 
were wanting among us; yet now at length, when the 
matter is over, when the patent hath long paſſed, when 
Wood hath already coined ſeventeen thouſand pounds, 
and hath his tools and implements prepared to coin ix 
times as much more, the committee hath bern pleaſed ta 
make this affair the ſubject of enquiry; M ood is permit- 
ted. to produce lus evidences, Which conſilt, as I have al- 

ready 
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ready obſerved, of four in number, whereof Coleby; 
B „and Mr Finley the banker are three. And theſe 

were to prove, that copper money was extremely wanted 
in Ireland. The firſt had been out of the kingdom al- 
molt twenty ycars, from the time that he was tried for 
robbing the treaſury ; and therefore his (h age and cre- 
dibilits are equal. Mr Finley, one of the other witneſſes. 
honeſtly confeſſed, that he was ignorant whether Ireland 
wanted copper money or no; but his whole intention was 
to buy a certain quantity from Wood at a /arge diſcount, 
and fell them as well as he could; by whic! ke hoped to 
get two or three thouſand pounds for himſelf. 

But ſuppoſe there were not one ſingle half-penny of 
copper coin in this whole kingdom ; ( hich Mr Wood 
ſcems to intend, unleſs we come to his terms, as appears 
by employing his emiſſaries to buy up our old ones at a 
penny in the thilling more than they paſs for) it could not 
be any real evil to us, although it night be ſome. 172c572+ 
venience. We have many forts of ſmall filver coins, to 
which they are ſtrangers in England; ſuch as the French 
thre:-pences, four-fence half=pcunies, and errhi-fpence 
farthinos, the Scotch foe-pences and ten-perces, belides 
their #venty-fences and three ard f5ur-pences, by which 
we are able to make change to a half- penny of almoſt any 
piece of gold or ſilver; ard if we are driven to the expedi- 
ent of a ſale 1 with the little geld and filver {till re- 
maining, it will, 1 ſuppoſe, be * what better than to 
have nothing loft but Wood's adulterated copper, which 
he is neither -/.7 744 by his pateizt, nor HITHERTO 40. 
by bis e, to mike good, 

The i farther tells us, it mf? be admitted, that 
letters patents, uu: ler the gro2t ſeal / Great Britain, Var 
C2127 Copper ome er Ircland are J. gal and obligatory, 
a / iſt ond reaj tu 75 ey a e ii nar ft;*s r cal prere 
gaitite, and in n: manner derorat ary, or invajive of any 
libirt; er privit-g: 21 —- 47 1 of Ircland. Furſt, we 
defire to know, *hy ; majcit\'s rurggatite might not 
have buoy as wrll a 4 b pethno this patent in Ireland, 
and ſubjectia te crea conditiuns of the contract to 
the infbastio of thoic who are only concerned, as was 
f - woity done ie the only precedents for patents granted 
f cou iu Ulis kiygdom, fince the mixt money in queen 

Elizabeth's 
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hzabeth's time during the difficulties of a rebellion : 
whereas now upon the greateſt impoſition, that can poſh- 
bly be practiſed, we muit go to England with our com- 
plaints; where it hath been for ſome time the fathion to 
think, and to affirm, that ave cant be tos hardly uſed. 
Again the report ſays, that ſuch patents are obligatory, 
After long thinking 1 am not able to ſind out, what can 
pollibly be meant here by this word c jd. The pa- 
tent of Wood neither -6/igc/h him to utter his coin, nor 
us to take it; or if it did the latter, it would be fo far 
void, becauſe no patent can ci ge the ſubject againſt law; 
unleſs an illegal patent paſſed in che kingdom, can bind 
another, and not itſelf. 

Laſtly, it is added, that /t:ch patents are in no manner 
deregutei, or invaſroe of” any liberty or privilege of the 
king's ſuljo4s of Ireland. If this propoſition be true, as 
it is here laid down, without any limitation either expreſ- 
ſed or implicd, it muſt follow, that a king of England 
may at any time coin copper money for Ircland, and ob- 
lige his ſubi:&s here to take a picce of copper under the 
value of halt a farthing for half a crown, as was practiſed 
by the late king James; and cven without that arbitrary 
prince's excuſe from the neceſſity and exigences of his af- 
fairs. If this be in no manner d -:gatory, nor invaſroe 
of any liberties or privileges of the ſubfects of Ireland, it 
ought to have been expreſſed what our /zberties and pri- 
rileges are, ana whether we have any at all, for in ſpe- 
citying the word Ircland, inſtead of faying {is maje/ty's. 
ſubzedts, it would ſcem to infinuate, that we are not up- 
on the ſame foot with cur fellow-fubjccts in England; 
which, however the practice may have becn, 1 hope will 
never be directly afferted; for I do not underſtand that 
Palit att deprived us ef car //terty, but only changed 
the 121417 of paſting laws here {which however was @ 
Poarer moit indirectly obtuined) by Icuving the negative 
to the wo houſes of parhument, But wa ing all contro- 
verſies reluting to the lepitlature, no perſon, I believe, 
was ever vet fo bold as to affirm, that the people of Ire- 
land have not the ſame title to the benefits ot the £929. 5..478 
law with the reſt of his majeſty s fubjeas ; ard therefore, 
whatever liberties or privileges the pcople of Fngland en- 
Joy by commuz law, we of Ireland have the fame; fo 

that, 
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that, in my humble opinion, the word Ireland ſtanding in 
that propolition was in the mildeſt interpretation a /apje of 
the pen. 

The report farther afſerts, that the precedents are ma- 
ny, wherein caſes of great importance to Ireland, and 
which immediately affected the intereſts of that kingd;my 
ſuch as warrants, orders and diretions by the authority 
of the king and his predeceſſors, have been iſſued under 
the roxal ſigu manual without any previous reference or 
advice of his majeſ/ty's 5fficers of Ireland, which bave al- 
avays had their due force, and have been pundctually com> 
plied with, and obeyed. It may be ſy, and I am hearti- 
ly ſorry for it; becauſe it may prove an eternal ſource of 
diſcontent. However, among all theſe precedents, there 
is not one of a patent for coining money for Ireland. 

There is nothing hath perplexed me more than this 
doctrine of precedents, If a jobb is to be done, and up- 
on ſearching records you fied it hath been done before, 
there will- not want a lawyer to jullify the legality of it 
by producing his precedents ; without ever conſidering the 
morives and circumſtances that firſt introduced them; the 
neceſſity, or turbulence, or iniquity of times; the cor- 
ruptions of miniſters, or the arbitrary diſpoſition of rhe 
prince then reigning. And I have been told by perſons 
eminent in the law, that the worſt actions, which human 
nature is capable of, may be juitified by the ſame doctrine. 
How the firtt precedents began of determining cafes of 
the higheſt importance to Ireland, and immediately af- 
fecting its untereſts, without any previous reference or ad- 
vice to the king's oficers here, may ſoon be accounted 
tor. Before this kingdom was entirely reduced by the 
ſubmiſſion of Tyrone ia the laſt year of queen Elizabeth's 
reign, there was a peitod of four hundred years, which 
was a various ſcene of war and peace between the Englith 
pale and the Irith natives; and the government of that 
part of this ifhind, which lay in the Englith hands, uus in 
many things under the immediate adniimicration oi the 
king: ſilver and copper were often conc here among us; 
and once at lcaſt upon great neceility a miæt or batc metal 
was ſent from England. TFhe reign of king jamcs I, 


was employed in ſettling the kingdom after Tyros re- 


bellion; and this nation Nouriſhed cxtremely ull the * 
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of the maſſacre, 1641. In that difficult juncture of affairs 
the nobility and gentry coined their own plate here in 
Dublin. 

y all that I can diſcover, the copper coin of Ireland, 
for three hundred years paſt, conſiſted of ſmall pence and 
half-pence; which particular men had licence to coin, 
and were current only within certain towns and diſtricts, 
according to the perſonal credit of the owner who uttered 
them, and was bound to receive them again; whereof I 
have ſeen many ſorts; neither have I heard of any 
patent granted for coining copper for Ireland, till the 
reign of king Charles the ſecond, which was in the year 
1680, to George Legge Lord Dartmouth ; and renew- 
ed by king James the ſecond, in the firſt year of his 
reign (1680) to Joha Knox. Both patents were paſſed 
in Ireland; and in both the patentees were bound to re- 
ceive their coin again from any that would offer them 
twenty ſhillings of it, for which they were obliged to 
pay gold or ſilver. | 

he patents both of Lord Dartmouth and Knox were 
referred to the attorney-general here, and a report made 
accordingly; and both, as I have already ſaid, were paſ- 
ſed in this kingdom. Knox had only a patent for the re- 
mainder of the term granted to Lord Dartmouth; the 
patent expired in 1701, and upon a petition by Roger 
Moor to have it renewed, the matter was referred hither ; 
and upon the report of the attorney and ſolicitor, that it 
was not for his majeſty's ſervice, or the intereſt of the 
nation to have it renewed, it was rejected by king Wil- 
ham. It ſhould therefore ſeem very extraordinary, that 
a patent for coining copper half-pence, intended and pro- 
feſſed for the good of the kingdom, ſhould be paſſcd 
without once conſulting that kingdom, for the good of 
which it is declared to be intended; ard this upon the 
application of a pr, private, obſcure mechanic ; and a 
patent of ſuch a nature, that as ſoon as ever the kingdom 
is informed of its being paſſed, they cry out unanimouſly 
againſt it as ruinous and deſtructive. The repreſenta- 
tives of the nation in parliament, and the privy-council, 
addreſs the king to have it recalled ; yet the potertee, 
fuch a one as 1 have deſcribed, ſhall prevail to have this 
patent approved; and his private unerelt all weigh 
h don 
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down the application of a whole kingdom. St Paul ſays, 
All things are lawful, but all things are not expedient. 
We are anſwered, that this patent is /azy/ul:; but is it 
ev. dient: ? We read, that the high prieſt ſaid, It avs ex- 
fett that one un ſhould die for the peaple: and this 
wa moſt wickelt propoſition : but that a whole nation 
ſhould die for 3ne man, was never heard of before. 

But becauſe much weight 1 is laid on the precedents of 
other patents for coining copper for Ireland, 1 will fer 
this matter in as clcar a light as can. Whoever hath 
read the report, will be apt to think, that a dozen pre- 
cedents at leait could be produced of copper coined for 
Ireland by virtue of patents paſſed in England; and that 
the coinage was there too; whereas I am conſident, there 
cannot be one precedent thewn of a patent paſſed in Eng- 
land for coming copper for Ireland for above an hundred 
years pait ; and if there were any before, it muſt be in 
times of confuſion. The only patents I could ever hear 
of, are thoſe already mentioned to Lord Dartmouth and 
Knox, the former in 1680, and the latter in 1685. Now 
let us compare theſe patents with that granted to Wood, 
Firſt, the patent to Knox, which was under the ſame 
conditions as that granted to Lord Dartmouth, was paſ- 
ſed in Irclan: '; the government and the o2f/47 ner and e- 
licitar genera! / making report, that it would be uſctul to 
this kingdom, 

The patent was paſſed with the advice of the Kings 
eommcil here; the guenter was obliged to receive his coin 
from thoſe who thought themicives ſurcharged, and to 
gc gold and ive for it. Laſtly, the iter Was to 
pay only 16/7, 135. 4.4. per annum to the crown. Then, 
as to the I of that patent ; nit, Ind the J- 
perce were mile. which, as itis of great ule to prevent 
counterteits, (and theretore indattriouſiy avoided by 
Wood) fo it was an addttion to the charge of comage, 
And as for the weigiit and goodnets of the meral, | have 
vera 5{/=ponce now voy 2 Ne, many of which weigh a 
ninth Dart inore that tote coined oy WW oud ; . and bear 


the are and hammer a great tt ter, and, which is 
no tritie, the inpie hon is tac; da . I grant in- 
dee i, tliat many of tac later coin. ed in weight to 


{oing of Woods by a [74:44 agiural co lacn paiciitees ; 
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but not ſo immediately after the grant, and before the coin 

w current; for in this circumſtance Mr Wood muſt 
Eee for a precedent in future times. 

Let us now examine this new patent granted to Wil- 
liam Wood. Ir paſſed upon very falſe ſuggeſtions of his 
own and of a few confederates : it paſſed in England with- 
out the leaſt reference hither ; it paſſed unknown to the 
very lord lieutenant, then in England. Wood is impow- 
ered to coin one hundred and eight thouſand pounds, and 
all the officers in the kingdom (civil and military) are com- 
manded in the report to countenance and a//ift kim. Knox 
had only power to utter what he would take, and was o- 
bliged t receive his coin back again at our demand, and 
to enter into ſecurity for ſo doing. Wood's half-pence 
are not illed, and therefore more eaſily counterfeited 
by himelf, as well as by others. Wood pays a thouſand 
pounds per annum for fourteen years; Knox paid only 
ſixteen pounds thirteen ſhillings and four-pence per annum 
for twenty-one ycars. 

It was the report, that ſet me the example of making 
2 compariſon between thoſe two patents, wherein the cam- 
mittee was grofly miſled by the falſe repreſentation of Wil- 
liam Wood; as it was by another aſſertion, that ſeven 
hundred tons of copper were coined during the twenty- 
one ycars of Lord Dartmouth's and Knox's patents. Such 
a quantity of copper at the rate of two ſhillings and eight 
pence yer pound would amount to about an hundred and 
nincty thouſand pounds; which was very near as much as 
the current cath of the kingdom in thoſe days; yet dur- 
ing that period, Ircland was never known to have too 
much copper coin; and for ſeveral years there was no 
coming at all: befides, 1 am aſſured, that upon enquir- 
ing into the cuſtom-kouſe-books all the copper imported 
into this kingdom from 1683 to 1692 which includes 
cight years uf the twenty-one (beſides one year allowed 
tor the troubles) did not exceed forty-ſeven toas. Ard 
we cannot ſuppoſe even that ſmall quantity to have been 
wholly applied to coinage : fo that I believe there was 
never any compariſon ' more urluckily made, or fo de- 
(tructive of the delign for which it was produced, 

Ihe yſaliuiſi recxons it an citect of God's anger, when 
he ſelleth his people [or nought, and tlaicth us money fer 
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them. That we have greatly offended God by the wick- 
edneſs of our lives, is not to be diſputed : but our king 
we have not offended in word or deed; and although he 
be God's vicegerent upon earth, he will not puniſh us for 
any offences, except thoſe we ſhall commit againſt his legal 
authority, his ſacred perſon (which God preſerve) or the 
laws of the land. 

The report is very profuſe in arguments, that Ircland 
is in great want of copper money: who were the witneſſes 
to prove it, hath been ſhewn already: but, in the name 
of God, who are to be judges Does not the nation beſt 
know its own wants? Both houſes of parliament, the 
privy-council, and the whole body of the people, declare 
the contrary. Or, let the wants be what they will, we 
defire they may not be ſupplied by Mr Wood : we know 
our own wants but too well; they are many, and griev- 
ous to be borne, but quite of another kind. Let England 
be ſatisfied: as things go, they will in a ſhort time have 
all our gold and filver, and may keep their adulterate 
copper at home, for we are determined not to purchaſe 
it with our manufactures, which Wood hath graciouſly 
offered to accept. Our wants are not ſo bad by a hund- 
redth part as the method he hath taken to ſupply them. 
He hath already tried his faculty in New-England ; and 
I hope he will meet at leaſt with an en reception here; 
what that was, I leave to public intelligence. I am ſup- 
poſing a wild caſe ; that it there ſhould be any perſon al- 
ready receiving a monſtrous penſion out of this kingdom, 
who was inſtrumental in procuring the patent, they have 
either not well confulted their own intcreſts, or Wood 
malt put more droſs into his copper, and {till diminiſh its 
weight. | 

Upon Wood's complaint, that the officers of the king's 
revenue here had already given orders to all the inferior 
officers not to receive any of his coin; the report ſays, 
that this cannot but be looked upon as a very extraordinary 
proceeding, and contrary to the powers given in the pa- 
tent. The committee ſay, they cannot adviſe his ma- 
teſt; to give directions to the officers of the revenue here, 
u to receive or utter any of the ſaid coin, as hath been 
dejired in the addreſſes of beth houſes ; but, on the con- 
trary, they think it beth jn/t and reaſenuble, that the 

| | king 
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king ſhould immediately give orders to the commiſſioners 
of the revenue, etc. to revoke all orders, etc. that may 
have been given by them to hinder or obſtruct the receiv- 
ing the ſaid coin. And accordingly, we are told, ſuch 
orders are arrived. Now this was a caſt of Wood's po- 
litics ; for his information was wholly falſe and ground- 
leſs, which he knew very well; and that the commiſſion- 
ers of the revenue here were all, except one, ſent us 
from England, and love their employments too well to 
have taken ſuch a ſtep: but Wood was wiſe enough to 
conſider, that ſuch orders of rev:cation would be an open 
declaration of the crown in his favour, would put the 
government here under a difficulty, would make a noiſe, 
and po:kbly create ſome terror ia the poor people of Ire- 
land. And one great point he hath gained, that although 
any orders of revocation will be needleſs. yet a new or- 
der is to be ſent (and perhaps is already here) to the 
commilhoners of the revenue, and all the king's officers 
in Ireland, that Wood s H pen, be ſuffered and per- 
mitted, without any let, ſuit, trouble, moleſtatiam, or 
denial of any of the king's officers or minifters aubatſae- 
ver, to paſs, aud be received as current money by ſuch cs 
hall be willing to receite them. In this order there is no 
exception; and therefore, as far as I can judge, it in- 
cludes all ofic-rs, both ci and military, from the lord 
high chancellor to a jultice of peace, and from the gene- 
ral to an enen; io that Wood's project is not litely to 
fail tor want of managers enough. For my own part, 
as things itand, I have bur little regret to find myſelf out 
of the number; and therefore I {hall continue in all hu- 
mility to exhort and warn my fellow- ſubjects never to re- 
ceive or utter this coin, which will reduce the kingdom 
to beggary by much quicker aud larger fleps than have 
hitherro becn taken. 

But it is necdleſs to argue any longer. The matter is 
come to an ifive, His majelty purſuant te the law hath 
left the feld open between Wood and the kingdom of 
Ircland. Wood hath liberty to er his coin, and we 
have law, reaſon, liberty, and neceſſity to refuſe it. A 
knaviſh jockey may ride an old foundered jade about the 
market, but none are obliged to buy it. I hope he 
words voluntary, and willing to receive it, will be un- 
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derſtood and applied in their true natural meaning, as 
commonly underſt:od by proteſtants. For if a fierce cap - 
tain comes to my ſhop to buy ſix yards of ſcarlet cloth, 
tollowed by a porter laden with a ſack of Wood's coin 
upon his ſhoulders ; if we are agreed about the price, and 
my ſcarlet lies ready cut upon the counter; if he then 
gives me the word of command to receive my money in 
Wood's coin, and calls me a diſaffeted, jacobite dog, 
for refuſing it (although I am as loyal a ſubject as him- 
felt, and ww7/hout hire and thereupon ſeizes my cloth, 
{caving me the price in this odious copper, and bids me 
take my remedy: in this cafe 1 ſhall hardly be brought 
to think, that I am % te my own will, I ſhall there- 
fore on ſuch occaſions firſt order the porter aforeſaid ta 
go off with his pack; and then fee the money in Alder and 
geld in my poſſeſſion, before I cut or meaſure my cloth, 
But if a c, ſoldier drinks bis pot ſixſt, and then of- 
ters payment in Wood's alf pence, the /andlady may be 
onder fome difficulty ; for it ſhe complains to his captain 
or enfign, they are hkewiſe officers included in this gene- 
ral order for encouraging theſe hal/-pence to paſs as cur- 
rent money. If the goes to a juſtice of peace, he is alſo 
an officer, to whom this general order is directed. I do 
therefore adviſe her to follow my practice, which I have 
already begun, and be paid for her goods before the parts 
vith them. However, I ſhould have been content for 
foinc reetous, that the military gentlemen had been ex- 
cepted by nume; becauſe I have kcard it faid, that their 
diſcipline is belt confined within their own diltrict, 

His majeity, in the concluſion of his anſwer to the ad- 
dreſs of the houſe of lords againtt Wood's coin, is pleaf- 
ed to fay, that he will de ever; thing in hi: power to the 
fatisfattion of his people, It ſnould ſeem therefore, that 
the recalling the patent is not to be underſtood as a thing 
in tis power. But however, ſince the law doth not o- 
blige us to receive this coin, and conſequently the patent 
eaves it to our voluntary choice, there is nothing remain- 
ing to preicrie us from ruin, but that the whole kingdom 
ſhould continue in a firm, determinate reſolution never to 
reccit e or utter this fatal c. After which let the / 
#eeri, to whom theſe orders are directed (1 would 1 

lingly 
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Ingly except the military } come with their exhortations, 
2 and their eloquence, to perſuade us to 
find our intereſt in our undoing. Let Wood and his ac- 
complices travel about the country with cart-loads of 
their ware, and ſee who will take it off their hands; 
there will be no fear of his being robbed; for a Hi ay 
mam would ſcorn to touch it. 
1 am only in pain how the commiſſioners of the revenue 
will proceed in this juncture ; becauſe, I am told, they 
are obliged by act of parliament to take nothing but go/d 
and ffoer in payment for his majeſty's cu and I 
think they cannot juſtly offer this comage of Mr Wood 
to others, unleſs they will be content to receive it them- 
ſelves. 

The ſum of the whole is this : the committee adviſes 
the king to ſend immediate ordert to all his officers here, 
that Wood's coin be ſuffered and permitted without any 
ler, ſuit, trouble, etc. to paſs, and to be received as 
current money by ſuch as ſhall be willing to receive the 
fame. It is probable, that the firſt awilling receivers 
may be thoſe, who mult receive it whether they will or 
no, at leaſt under the penalty of loſing an office. But 
the landed undepending men, the merchants, the ſhop- 
keepers, and bulk of the people, I hope, and am almoſt 
confident, will never receive it. What muſt the conſe- 
quence be? the owners will fell it for as much as they 
can get. Wood's half-pence will come to be offered for 
ſix a penny (yet then he will be a ſufficient gainer) and 
the neceſſary receivers will be loſers of two thirds in their 
ſalaries or pay. | 

This puts me in mind of a paſſage I was told many 
years ago in England. At a quarter-ſeſſion in Leiceſter 
the juſtices hid wifely decreed to take off a hal/<perny in 
a quart from the price of ale. One of them, who came 
in after the thing was determined, being informed of 
what had paſted, faid thus: Gentlemen, au have made 
an order, that ale /hould be foid in our county for three 
balf-pence a juart ; I deſire you will now make another 
to appeint who muſt drink it ; for by G Iwill nat. 

muſt beg lcave to caution your ſardſhipt and wore 
ſhips in one particular, Wood hath graciouſly promiſed 
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to /cad us at preſent only with forty thouſand pounds of 
has coin, until the exigencies of the kingdom require the 
reſt. I intreat you will never ſuffer Mr Wood to be a 
judge of your exigencier. While there is one picce of „i- 
ver or gold left in the kingdom, he will call it an exigen- 


cy. He will double his preſent quantum by ſtealth as 


as he can; he will pour his own raps and counterfeits up- 
on us; France and Holland will do the ſame; nor will 
our own coiners at home be behind them: to confirm 
which, I have now in my pocket a rap, or counterfeit 
half-penny, in imitation of his; but ſo ill performed, that 
in my conſcience I believe it is not of his coining. 

I muſt now deſire your /ord/Þips and wor/hips, that you 
will give great allowance for this long undigeſted paper. 
I find myſelf to have gone into ſeveral repetitions, which 
were the effects of haſte, while new thoughts fell in to 
add ſomething to what 1 had faid before. I think I may 
affirm, that J have fully anſwered every paragraph in the 
report ; which although it be not unartfully drawn, and 
is perfectly in the fpirit of a pleader, who can find the 
molt plauſible topics in behalf of his client, yet there was 
no great ſkill required to detect the many miſtakes con- 
tained in it; which however are by no mcans to be charg- 
ed upon the right honourable committee, but upon the 
molt falſe, impudent, and fraudulent repreſentations of 
Wood and his accomplices. I deſire one partieular may 
dwell upon your minds, although I have mentioned it 
more than once; that after all the weight laid upon pre- 
cedents, there is not one produced in the whole report, 
of a 1tent for coining copper in England to paſs in Ire- 
la: 4; A only two patents reterred to, (for indeed there 
„more) which were both paſſcd in Ireland, by 


rc. Ci. ces to the king's council here, both lefs adran- 


taggous to the coiner than this of Nod; and in both, 
ecurities given 19 recipe the chi at covery culi, and give 
geld and feicer in lien of it. This demonſtrates the moſt 
Ka: ant twunvo! anc wmpudence of VV ood, by which he 
would endeavour to make the tigut honouralLic conmmittee 
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i am very ſenſible, that ſuch a work as I have under- 
taken might have worthily employed a much better pen: 
but when a houſe is attempted to be robbed, it often 
happens that the weakeſt in the family runs firſt to ſtop 
the door. All the aſſiſtance I had, were ſome informa- 
tions from an eminent per/or ; whereof I am afraid I have 
ſpoiled a few by endeavouring to make them of a piece 
with my own productions, and the reſt I was not able to 
manage: I was in the caſe of David, who could not move 
in the armour of Saul; and therefore I rather choſe to 
attack this uncircumciſed Philiſtine (Wood I mean) with 
a /ling and a ſtone. And I may ſay tor Wood's honour, 
as well as my own, that he reſembles Goliah in many 
circumſtances very applicable to the preſent purpoſe : for 
Goliah had a helmet of braſs upon his head, and he was 
armed with a coat of mail, and the weight of the coat 
war five thouſand ſhekels of braſs, and he had greaves of 
braſs upon his legs, and a target of braſs between bis 
ſhoulders, In ſhort, he was like Mr Wood, all over 
braſs, and he defied the armies of the living God. Go- 
hah's conditions of combat were likewiſe the fame with 
thoſe of Wood : if he prevail againſt us, then ſhall we 
be his ſeruants. But if it happens that I prevai/ over 
him, I renounce the other part of the condition; he ſhall 
never be a /ervant of mine; for I do not think hun fit to 
be truſted in any hone/t man's ſhop. 

I will conclude with my humble deſire and requeit, 
which I made in my ſecond letter, that your Ira 
and wor/hips would plcaſe to order a declaration to be 
drawn up, expreſſing in the ſtrongeſt terms your reſolu- 
tions never to receive or utter any of Wood's halt-pence, 
or farthings; and forbidding your tenants to receive 
them: that the ſaid declaration may be ſigned by as 
many perſons as potible*, who have eſtates in this king- 
dom, and be ſent down to your ſeveral tenants aforcſaid. 

And if the dread of Weod's halt-peace ſhould con- 
tinue until next guarter-ſc}//ons, which I hope it will not, 


A declaration purſuant to this requeſt was F gned ſoon af- 
ter by the molt conſidcrable perſons of the kingdom, which 
was univerlily ſpread, and ct great uſes 
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to lead us at preſent only with forty thouſand pounds of 
his coin, until the exigencies of the kingdom require the 
reſt. I intreat you will never ſuffer Mr Wood to be a 
judge of your exzgencies. While there is one picce of „i- 
ver or gold left in the kingdom, he will call it an exigen- 
cy. He will double his preſent quantum by ſtealth as 
as he can; he will pour his own raps and counterfeits up- 
on us; France and Holland will do the fame; nor will 
our own coiners at home be behind them: to confirm 
which, 1 have now in my pocket a rap, or counterfeit 
half-penny, in imitation of his; bur ſo ill performed, that 
in my conſcience I believe it is not of his coining. 

I muſt now defire your /ord/Þips and wor/hips, that you 
will give great allowance for this long undigeſted paper, 
I find myſelf to have gone into ſeveral repetitions, which 
were the effects of haſte, while new thoughts fell in to 
add fomething to what 1 had ſaid before. I think I may 
affirm, that J have fully anſwered every paragraph in the 
report ; which although it be not unartfully drawn, and 
is perfectly in the fpirit of a pleader, who can find the 
molt plauſible topics in behalf of his client, yet there was 
no great ſkill required to detect the many miſtakes con- 
tained in it; which however are by no mcans to be charg- 
ed upon the right honourable conte, but upon the 
moſt falſe, impudent, and fraudulent repreſentations of 
Wood and his accomplices. I deſire one particular may 
dwell upon your minds, although I have mentioned it 
more than once; that after all the weight laid upon pre- 
cedents, there is not one produced in the whole report, 
of a 1..tent for coining copper in England to paſs in lre- 
la: 4; J only two patents reterrcd to, (for indeed there 
„e more) which were both paſicd in Ireland, by 
re. C. ces to the king's council here, both lefs advan- 
tagzous to the coiner than this of Wouu; and in both, 
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1 am very ſenſible, that ſuch a work as I have under- 
taken might have worthily employed a much better pen: 
but when a houſe is attempted to be robbed, it often 
happens that the weakeſt in the family runs firſt to ſtop 
the door. All the aſſiſtance I had, were ſome informa- 
tions from an eminent per/or ; whereof I am afraid 1 have 
ſpoiled a few by endeavouring to make them of a piece 
with my own productions, and the reſt I was not able to 
manage: I was in the caſe of David, who could not move 
in the armour of Saul ; and therefore I rather choſe to 
attack this uncircumciſed Philiſtine (Wood I mean) with 
a /ling and a ſtone. And I may ſay tor Wood's honour, 
as well as my own, that he reſembles Goliah in many 
circumſtances very applicable to the preſent purpoſe : for 
Goliah had @ helmet of braſs upon his head, and he was 
armed with a coat of mail, and the weight of the coat 
war five thouſand ſhekels of braſs, and he had greaves of 
braſs upon tis legs, and a target of brafs between bis 
ſhoulders. In ſhort, he was like Mr Wood, all over 
braſs, and he defied the armies of the living God. Go- 
hah's conditions of combat were likewiſe the fame with 
thoſe of Wood : if he prevail againſt us, then ſhall we 
be his ſeruants. But if it happens that I prevail over 
him, I renounce the other part of the condition; he ſhall 
never be a /ervant of mine; for I do not think him fit to 
be truſted in any 4one/t man's ſhop. 

I will conclude with my humble deſire and requeit, 
which I made in my ſecond letter, that your /zra//7ps 
and wwor/hips would plcaſe to order a declaration to be 
drawn up, expreſſing in the ſtrongeſt terms your reſolu- 
tions never to receive or utter any of Wood's half-pence, 
or farthings; and forbidding your tenants to receive 
them: that the ſaid declaratioz: may be ſigned by as 
many perſons as poſlible“, who have eſtates in this king- 
dom, and be ſent down to your ſeveral tenants aforcſaid. 

And if the dread of Wezd's halt-peace ſhould con- 
tinue until next guurter- finn, which I hope it will not, 


A declaration purſuant to this requeſt was f gned ſoon af- 
ter by the moſt conſtidcrable j.crfons of the kingdom, which 
was univerſal; ſpread, and cf great uſes 
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the gentlemen of every county will then have a fair op- 
portunity of declaring againſt them with unanimity and 
zeal. 


I am, with the greateſt reſpect, 


_ = _ - 
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{ may it pleaſe your lord/hips and worſbipt, 
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your moſt dutiful and 
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ebedient ſervant, 
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LETTER IV. 
To the whole PzorLE of IRELaxD. 


My dear countrymen, 


AVING already written three LETTERS upon fo 
difagreeable a fubjet as Mr Wood and his = 
pence, 1 conceived my taſk was at an end; but I find that 
cordials muſt be frequently applied to weak conſtitutions, 
political as well as aatural. A people long uſed to hard- 
thips loſe by degrees the very notions of liberty: they 
look upon themſelves as creatures at mercy, and that all 
impoſitions laid on them by a ſtronger hand are, in the 
phraſe of the report, /egal and obligatory. Hence pro- 
ceed that poverty and /owneſs of ſpirit, to which a king- 
dom may be /ubjed, as as a particular perſon. And 
when Eſau came fainting from the field at the point to 
die, it is no wonder that he fold his 6:rth-right for 4 

meſs of pottage. | 
I thought I had ſufficiently ſhewn to all who could 
want in{tructien, by what methods they might ſafely pro- 
ceed, whenever this ci ſhould be offered to them: ard 
I beheve, there hath not been for many ages an example 
of any kingdom fo firmly united in a point of great im- 
pertance, as this of ours is at preſent againſt that deteſt- 
able fraud, But however, it ſo happens, that ſome weak 
people begin to be alarmed a- new by rumours induſtri- 
ouſly ſpread. Wood preſcribes to the news-mongers in 
London what they arc to write, In one of their papers 
publiſhed here by tome obſcure printer (and certainly with 
a bad deſigu) we are told, that the papi/fs in Ireland 
have entered into an «{5cinticn againſt his coin : although 
ut be notoriouſly known, that they never once offered to 
ſtir in the matter; ſo that the two houſes of parliament, 
the privy-council, the great numbers of corporations, the 
lord-mayor and aldermen of Dublin, the grand-jurics, 
| and 
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and principal gentlemen of ſeveral counties, are ſtigmatiz- 
ed in a lump under the name of pap7/7-. 

This impoſtor and his crew do likewiſe give out, that 
by refuſing to receive his droſs for ſterling, we diſpute 
the king's prerogative, are grown ripe [or reoellion, and 
ready to ſhake off the d. pendency of Ireland 1p2n the crown 
of England. To countenance which reports he hath pub- 
liſhed a paragraph in another news-paper to let us know, 
that the lord lieutenant is ordered to come over immedis= 

ately to ſettle his half<pence. 

I intreat you, my dear countrymen, not to be under 
the leaſt concern upon theſe, and the like rurnours, which 


are no more than the laſt howls of a dog diiſected alive, 
as I hope he hath ſufficiently been. Thetc calumnics are 


the only reſcrve that is left him. Fer furcly our conti- 
nued and (almoſt) unetampl-d lovalty wifi never be cal- 
led in queſtion for not fafering omfelics to be rebbed of 
all that we have by one vbicure u ẽe?er-. 

As to diſputing the kzüug 3 prercy ito, give me leave 
to explain ro thoſe who arc igtocunt, at the meaning 
of that word, prerogative, ie. 

The kings of theſe reabns eniov - er! -owers, where- 


io the laws have not ir iterp Hed; fo! can make war 
and peace without thc confert ot = tat, and this 1B 
a very great pe reg e but it rhe meat doth rot 
apyrore of the war, tac Fug mit wg ty. Large of it 


out of lus own purſc; a. d tine is * @ 0:34.CK on the 
cron. So the king hah 4 þ. c/:,,.J0Te to cum MGney 
wnhout cer {out of paitiinett; bathe cannot coinpel the 
ſubicct to tale that money, except it be Refling, gold or 
filver; becaulc herein he is limited by law. Some prices 
have indeed extended their Frernatit, farther than the 
law allowed them: wherein however the lawyers of ſuc- 
ceeding ages, as fond as they are of precederits, have 
NEVE dared to juſtify them. But, to ſay the truth, it is 
only of late times that prerogative hath been fixed and 
aſcertained. For whoever reads the hiſtory of England 
will find, that ſome former kings, and thoſe none of the 
worlt, have upon ſeveral occaſions ventured to controul 
the laws, with very little ceremony or ſcruple, even la- 
ter than the days of queen Elizabeth. In her reign, that 
pernicious counſel of ſending baſe money hither very nar- 


rowly 


| 
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rowly failed of loſing the kingdom; being complained of 
by the lord deputy, the council, and the whole body of 
the Engliſh here: fo that, ſoon after her death, it was 
recalled by her ſucceſſor, and lawful money paid in ex- 
change. 

Having thus given you ſome notion of what is meant 
by the king's prerogative, as far as a tradeſman can be 
thought capable of explaining it, I will only add the opi- 
nion of the great lord Bacon, that, as Gop governs the 
aworld by the ſettled laws of nature,which he hath made, 
and never tranſcends theſs laws but upon high, impor- 
tant eccaſions : ſo, among earthly princes, thoſe are the 
iet and the beſt, who govern by the known laws of the 
country, and feldomeſt make uſe of their prerogatixe. 

Now here you may ſce, that the vile accuſation of 
Weod and his accomplices, charging us with diſputing 
the king's prerizative by refuſing his braſs, can have no 
place; becauſe compelling the ſubject to take any coin, 
which is not ſterling, is no part of the king's prerogative ; 
and I am very confident, if it were ſo, we ſhould be the 
laſt of his people to diſpute it, as well from that inviol- 
able loyalty we hare always paid to his majeſty, as from 
the treatment we might in ſuch a caſe juſtly expe& from 


ſome, who ſeem to think, we have neither common ſenſe, 


nr common ſenſes, But, God be thanked, the beſt of 
them are only our /e//;zw-ſubjedts, and not our maſters. 
One great merit I am ſure we have, which thoſe of En- 
gliſhi birth can have no pretence to, that our anceſtors re- 
duced this kingdom to the obedience of EX LAND; for 
which we have been rewarded with a wor/e climate, the 
privilege of being governed by laws to which we do not 
conſent, a ruined trade, a houſe of pers without puriſ< 
dictian, almoſt an incapacity for all employments, and the 
dread of Wood's halt-pence. 

But we are fo far from diſputing the king's prerogative 
iu coining, that we own he hath power to give a patent 
to any man for ſctting his royal image and ſuperſcription 
uron whatever materials he pleaſes; and liberty to the 
patentee to offer them in any country from England to 
Japan, only attended with one ſmall limitation, that 
lady alice is obliged to take them. 

Upon theſe conſiderations I was ever againſt all recourſe 
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to England for a remedy againſt the preſent impending 
evil; eſpecially when I obſerved, that the addreſſes of 
both houſes after long expectance produced nothing but 
a REPORT altogether in favour of Wood ; upon which I 
made ſome obſervations in a former letter, and might at 
leaſt have made as many more; for it is a paper of as ſin- 

lar a nature as | ever beheld. 

But I miſtake; for be fore this report was made, his 
majeſty s mz/? gracious anſeer to the houſe of lords was 
ſent over, and printed; wherein are theſe words, graut- 
ing the patent for covining half-pence and farthings, a= 
GREEABLE TO THE PRACTICE OF HIS ROYAL PRE- 
DECESSORS, etc. That king Charles II. and king James 
H. (AND THEY ONLY) did grant patents for this pur- 
poſe, is indiſputable, and I have ſlic vn it at large. Their 
patents were paſſed under the great feal of Ireland, by 
references to Ireland, the copper to be coined in Ireland; 
the patentee was bound on demand to receive his coin 
back in Ireland, and pay ſilver and gold in return. Wood's 
patent was made under the great feal of Fngland, the 
braſs coined in England, not the lealt reference made to 
Ireland; the ſum immenſe, and the patentee under no 
obligation to receive it again, and give good money for 
it. This I only mention, becauſe in my private thoughts 
I have ſometimes made a query, whether the pexner of 
thote words in his majeſty's vo? gracious anſwer, A- 
GREY ABLE TO THE PRACTICE OF HIS ROYAL PRE- 
DECESSORS, had maturely conſidered the ſeveral cir- 
eumſtances, which in my poor opinion ſcem to make a 
difference “. 

Let me now ſay ſomething concerning the other great 
cauſe of ſome people's fear, as Wood has taught the 
London news-writer to cxpreſs it, that Hi excellence the 
Erd lieutenant is coming e t ſettle Wood's half-pence. 

We know very well, that the lords heutenants for ſc- 
veral years paſt have not thought this kingdom wry 
the honour of their reſidence, longer than was abſoiutcly 
necelſary for the King's bufinets; which conſequentiy 
wanted ug ſpeed in the diſpatch, And therefore it na- 
tur ally fell into meit men's thoughts that a new governor, 
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coming at an zru/ual time, muſt portend ſome unuſual 
buſineſs to be done; eſpecially if the common report be 
true, that the parliament, prorogued to I know not when, 
is by a new ſummons revoking that prorogation to aſſem- 
ble ſoon after his arrival; for which extraordinary pro- 
ceeding the lawyers on t other fide the water have by great 

fortune found two precedents. 

All this being granted, it can never enter into my head, 
that ſo little a creature as Wood could find credit e- 
nough with the king and his miniſters to have the lord 
licutenant of Ireland fent hither in a hurry upon his cr- 
rand. 
For, let us take the whole matter nakedly, as it lies 
before us, without the refinements of ſome people, with 
which we have nothing to do. Here 1s a patent granted 
under the great ſcal of England, upon falſe ſuggeſtions, 
to one William Wood for coining copper hal/-pence for 
Ireland : the partiament here, upon apprehenſions of the 
worlt conſequences from the ſaid patent, addreſs the king 
to have it recalled : this is refuſed, and a committee of 
the privy-council report to his majeſty, that Wood has 
performed the conditions of his patent, He then is left 
to do the beſt he can with his hal/-pence, no man being 
obliged to receive them; the people here being likewiſc 
left to themſclves unite as one man, reſolving they will 
have nothing to do with his ware. By this plain account 
of the fact it is manifeſt, that the King and his miniſtry 
are wholly out of the cafe, and the matter is left to be 
diſputed between him and us. W ill any man therefore 
attempt to perſuade me, that a lord licutenant is to be 
diſpatched over in great haſte before the ordinary time, 
and a parliament ſummoned by anticipating a prorogati- 
on, merely to put an hundred thouſand pounds into the 
pocket of a har per by the ruin of a molt loyal kingdom. 

But ſuppoling all this to be true: by what arguments 
could a lord heutenant prevail on the ſame parliament, 
which addreſſed with ſo much zeal and carneſtne(s agoinit 
this evil, to paſs it into a law? I am ſure their opinion 
of Wood and his project are not mended ſince their laſt 
prorogation : and ſuppoling thofe methods ſhould be ut- 
ed, which detractors tell us have been ſometimes pur in 
practice for gaining votes, it is well known, that in this 

Lor. III. F king- 
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kingdom there are few employments to be given ; and, 
if there were more, it is as awell k25wwn to whole thare 
they muſt fall. 

But, becauſe great numbers of you are altogether ig- 
norant of the affairs of your country, I will tell you ſome 
reaſons, why there are fo few employments to be diſpoſ- 
ed of in this kingdom. All conſiderable offices for lite 
here are poſſeſſed by thoſe, to whom the reverſions were 
granted ; and theſe have been generally followers of the 
chief governors, or perſons who had intereſt in the court 
of England: fo the lord Berkely of Stratton holds that 
great office of ma/ter if the rolls; the lord Palmeritown 
is firſt renzembrancer, worth near 2000/7, fer annum. 
One Dodington, ſecretary to the carl of Pembroke, beg- 
ged the reverſion of clerk 2 the pells worth 2500/7. a 
year, which he now enjoys by the death of the lord 
Newtown. Mr Southwell is ſecretary of ſtate, and the 
earl cf Burlington lord high treaſurer of Ireland by in- 
heritance. Theſc are only a few among many others, 
which I have been told of, but cannot remember. Nay, 
the reverſion of ſeveral employments during pleaſure is 
granted the fame way. This among many others is a 
circumſtance, whereby the kingdom of Ireland is diſtin- 
guithed from all other nations upon earth, and makes it 
{o difficult an affair to get into a civil employ, that Vr 
Addiſon was forced to purchaſe an old obſcure place, cul- 
led keeper of the records in Bermingham's t5xvsr, of ten 

unds a year, and to get a falary of 400 J. annexcd to 
it, though all the records there are not worth halt-a- 
crown either for curiotity or uſe. And we lately faw * a 


Favourite ſecretary deſcend to be Mater of the revel, 


which by his credit and extortion he hath made pretty 
conſiderable. I ſay nothing of the under-treaſurerihip 
worth about 99co/. a year, nor of the commithoners ot 
the revenue, four of whom generally live in England; for 
U think none of theſe are granted in rex erſion. Kut the jelt 
3, that I have known upon occation ſome of theſe abſent 
olticers as Hen aganlt the intereſt of Ireland, as if they 
had never been indebted to her for a , t. 

| confeſs l have been ſometimes tempted to wiſh, that 


* Mr Hooking ſecretary to the Duke of Grafion. 
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this project of Wood might ſucceed; becauſe I reflected 
with ſome pleaſure, what a jolly crew it would bring o- 
ver among us of /ords, and '{quires, and pen/toners of 
both ſexes, and officers civil and military, where. we 
ſhould live together as merry and ſociable as beggars; 
only with this one abatement, that we ſhould neither have 
mzat to feed, nor manufactures to cloath us, unleſs we 
could be content to prance about in coats of mail, or eat 
braſi as oſtridges do iro. 

I return from this digreſhon to that which gave me 
the occaſion of making it: and I believe you are now con- 
viaced, that if the parliament of Ireland were as tempt- 
able as any at her aſſembly within a mile of Chriſtendom 
(which God forbid;) yet the managers mult of neceihry 
fail for want of foals to work with. But I will yet go 
one ſtep further by ſuppoling, that a hundred new em- 
ployments were erected on purpoſe to gratify compliers : 
vet {til} an infuperable difficulty would remain. For it 
happens, I know not how, that »2:zcy is neither whiz 
nor tor, neither of tow nor country party; and it is 
not improbable, that a gentleman would rather chuſe to 
live upon his 4wr e/tate, which brings him g/d and „- 
ver, than with the addition of an e layment, when his 
rents and ſalary maſt both be paid in Wood's braſs at a- 
bore eighty per cert. diſcount, 

For theſe, and many other reaſors, I am confident 
you need not be under the leaſt apprehenfions from the 
ſudden expectation of the /ord lieuteraut“, while we 
continue in our preſeat hearty diſpoſition, to alter which 
no ſuitable temptation can poſſibly be offered. And if, 
as | wwe oiten aſſerted from the belt authority, the Ia 
hath not left a pawer in the crows to force any money, 
except ſterling, upon the ſubject ; much leſs can the crown 
dci ve ſuch a power upon another, 

This I ſpeak with the utmolt reſpect to the pern and 
diguity of his excellency the lord Carteret, whoſe cha- 
racter was lately given me by a gentleman, that hath 
known him from his firlt appearance in the world: that 
gentleman deſcribes him as a young man of great accom- 

Piuhments, excellent learning, regular in his hte, and of 


* Lord Carteret, now Farl Granville. 
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much ſpirit and vivacity. He hath ſince, as I have heard, 
been employed abroad; was principal ſecretary of ſtate; 
and is now about the thirty-feventh year of his age ap- 

inted lord heutenaat of Ircland. From ſuch a gover- 
nor this kingdom may reaſonably hope for as much pro- 
ſperity as, ander fo many diſcouragements, it can be ca- 
pable of receiving. 

[t is true indeed, that within the memory of man there 
hwve been governors of ſo much dexterity, as to carry 
points of terrible conſe quer ce to this kingdom by their 
power with 49e uu are in office ; and by their arts in 
managing or deluding others with oaths, affability, and 
even with dina:'rs. If Wood's braſs had in thoſe times 
deen upon the anvi/, it is obvious enough to conceive 
what methods would have been taken. Depending per- 
ſons would have been told in plain terms, that it was a 
ſervice expedted from them, under the poin of the public 
bujineſ1 being put into more complying hands. Others 
would be allured by promiſer. To the country "agg 
men, beſides good wordt, burgundy, and claſetting, it 
might perhaps have been hinted, how 4:ndly it would be 
taken to comply with a rozal patent, althou hit were not 
compulſary: that if any inconvemiencies ww ao it might 
be made up with other graces or favours hereafter : that 
ger:tle men ought to conjider, whether it were prudent or 


faje to difeuſt England: they would be deſired to /in 


ef [3:4e 0 bills for encouraging / trade, and ſotiing 
the poer to work ; ſome further actt againſt popery, and 
for uniting frote//ants, There would be folemn engage- 
ments, that we ſhould eter be troubled with above for- 
ty thouſand pounds in his ccin, and all of the be and 
aweightieft fort, for which we ſhould culr give aut manu- 
Sattures in exchange, and keep our geld and ſilver at 
home. Perhaps a ca- nable report of ſome intuſien would 
bade leen ſpread in the aſt proper g uncture; which is a 
great ſmoother of rubs in public proceedings: and we 
ſhould have been told, that % war ns tiine to create 
diFerences, «hen the kingds; was in dunger. 

Thelc, I fay, and the hike methods, would in corrupt 
times have been taken to let in this deluge of 5ra/5 among 
us. And, I am confident, even then would not have 
ſucceeded ; much leſs under the admiriſtratiun of * ex- 

cellent 
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eellent a perſon as the lord CarTERET; and in a coun- 
try where the people of all ranks, parties, and denomi- 
nations, are convinced to a man, that the utter undoing 
of themſelves and their poſterity for ever will be dated 
from the admiſſion of that execrable coin: that if it once 
enters, it can be no more confined to a ſmali or moderate 
quantity, than a p/ague can be confined to a few families; 
and that no equivalent can be given by any earthly pow- 
er, any more than a dead carcaſe can be recovered to life 
by a cordial. 

There is one comfortable circumſtance in this univer- 
ſal oppoſition to Mr Wood, that the people ſent over hi- 
ther from England to ll up our vacancies, ecclejraftical, 
civil, and military, are all on our fide. Money, the 
great divider of the world, hath by a ſtrange revolution 
been the great wniter of a moſt divided people. Who 
would leave a hundred pounds a year in England ( coun- 
try of freedom ) to be paid a thouſand in Ireland out of 
Wood's exchequer? The gentleman they have lately 
made primate*, would never quit his ſeat in an Engliſſi 
houſe of Jords, and his preferments at Oxford and Briſtol 
worth twelve hundred pounds a year, for four times the 
denomination here, but not half the value; therefore I 
expect to hear he will be as good an Iriſhnian at leaſt up- 
on thi; one article as any of his brethren, or even of ws, 
who have had the mis/ortun? to be born in this iſland. 
For thoſe who, in the common phraſe, do not cm hi- 
ther to learn the language, would never change a better 
country for a worſe to receive Hr inſtead of gold. 

Another flander ſpread by \ood and his emiſſaries is, 
that by oppoſing him we diſcover an inclination to ale 
off cur dependence upon the crown of England. Pray ob- 
ſerve how important a perſon is this fame William W 004; 
and how the public weal of two kingdoms is involved in 
his private intereſt, Firſt, all thuſe who refuſe to take 
his coin are pup!/?; ; for he tells us, that one but papiits 
are aſjsctated againſt bi. Secondly, they dijpute the 
A % prerogative, Thirdly, they are rife for rebelliau. 
And, tourthly, they are going to ſhake chf tieir depen» 
&1cc up the crown of England; that is to lay, ey 


* Dr Hugh Boultcr, 
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are going to chuſe another king; for there can be no o- 
ther meaning in this expreſhon, however ſome may pre- 
tend to [train it, 

And this gives me an opportunity of explaining to thoſe 
who are ignorant another point, which hath often fevelled 
in my breaſt, Thoſe who come over hither to us from 
England, and ſome weak people among ourſelves, when- 
ever in diſcourſe we make mention of /iberty and pre- 
perty, ſhake their heads, and tell us, that + Ireland is a 
depending kingdom ; as if they would ſeem by this phraſe 
ro — that the people of Ireland are in ſome ſtate of 
ſlavery or dependence different from thoſe of England: 
whereas a depending kingdem is a modern term of art, 
unknown as I have heard to all ancient citiliant, and 


ewriters upon government; and Ireland is, on the con- 


trary, called in ſome ſtatutes an imperial erown, as held 
only from God; which is as high a ſtyle as any kingdom 
is capable of receiving. Therefore by this expreſſion, a 


depending kingdom, there is no more to be underſtood 


than that, by a ſtatute made here in the thirty-third year 
of Henry VIII. the king, and his ſucceſſars, are to be 
kings imperial of this realm, as united and knit to the 
imperial crown of England. I have looked over all the 
Engliſh and Iriſh ſtatutes without finding any law, that 
makes Ireland depend upon England, any more than Eng- 
land doth upon Ireland. We have indeed obliged our- 
ſelves to have the ſame king with them ; and conſcquent- 
ly they are obliged to have the ſame ling with us, For 
the law was made by cur own parliament ; and our an- 
ceſtors then were not ſuch /czls {whatever they were in 
the preceding reign ) to bring themſelves under 1 know 
not what dependence, which is now. talked of, without 
any ground of law, reaſon, or commen ſenſe. 

Let whoever think otherwite, I, M. B. drapier de- 
fire to be cxcepted: for I declare, next under Gor I 
A fend only on the king my ſovereign, and on the laws of 
my own country. And I am fo far from depending up- 
on the people of England, that, it they ſhould ever ve— 
bel againſt my ſovereign, (which Gop forbid) 1 would 
be ready at the firlt cuuunand from his majeſty to take 


+ See the nate at the end of this letter. 
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arms againſt them, as ſome of 715 countrymen did againſt 
theirs at Preſton. And if ſuch a rebellion ſhould prove 
ſo ſucceſsful as to fix the pretender on the throne of Eng- 


land, I would venture to tranſgreſs that fatut? fo far, as 


to loſe every drop of my blood to hinder him from being 
king of Ireland I. 
It is true indeed, that within the memory of man the 
rliaments of England have /-metimes aſſumed the pow - 
er ot binding this kingdom by laws enacted there; where- 
in they were at firſt openly oppoſed (as far as truth, rea- 


fon, and juſtice are capable of i by the famous 


Mr Molineux, an Engliſh gentleman born here, as well 
as by ſeveral of the greatelt patriots and beſt whigs in 
England; but the Ive and torrent of power prevailed. 
Indecd the arguments on both ſides were invincible. For 
in reaſon, all government without the conſent of the go- 
rerned, is the very definition of ſlavery : but in fact, e- 


l:cen men well armed will certainly ſubdue one jingle 


"man in his ſhirt. But I have done: tor thoſe who have 


uſed porver to cramp /ibertz, have gone fo far as to re- 
ſent even the /iberty of complaining ; although a man up- 
on the rack was never known to be refuſed the liberty of 
rearing as loud as he thought fit. 

And as we arc apt to /;z& too much under wireoſon- 
able fears, ſo we are too ſoon inciined to be raiſed by 
groundleſs hopes, according to the nature of all conſunm- 
ptive bodies like ours. Thus it hath been given about 
tor ſeveral days paſt, that /amcbody in Euglund empower- 
ed a ſecord /czucbody to write to a third /c;eb9dy here to 
alture us, that we ſhould no mere be troubled with theſe 
ball fence. And this is reported to have been done by 
the q /ame ferſen, who is ſaid to have ſworn ſome months 
ago, that he would ram them dan their throats, (though 
doubt they would /7ic4 iu cur ſtomachs : but which 
err of theſe reports be true or fulſe, it is no concern of 
ours. For zu this print we have nothing to do with 
Er kit 2277:7/%ers und 1 ſhould be forty to leave it in 
their power to redreſs this gricvauce, or to enforce it; 
for the 7cport of the cormmiltce hath given me a fit. 


T This paragraph gave great offence. See letter V. 
& Mr Walele, atierwards Larl ot Orford, 


The 


. _ — — 
Er ———_— OTC TDD TT — ——_—_ 
22 _ — — — 


70 THE DRAPIER's LETTERS, 


The remedy is wholly in your own hands ; ard therefore 
I have digreſſed a little in order to refreſh and continue 
that ſpirit fo ſeaſonably raifed amongſt you,; and to let 
you ſee, that by the laws of Gon, of xA Tu, of xna- 
TIONS, ard of your COUNTRY, you ARE, and OUGHT 
to be as FREE a people as your brethren m England. 

If the pamphlets publiſhed at London by Wood and his 
Journeymen in defence of his cauſe were reprinted here, 
and that our countrymen could be perſuaded to read them, 
they would convince you of his wicked deſign, more than 
all I ſhall ever be able to ſay. In ſhort, I make him a 
perfect ſaint in compariſon of what he appears to be from 
the wntings of thoſe, whom he hires to juſtify his pro- 
ect. But he is ſo far maſter of the field, (let others 
gueſs the reaſon ) that no London printer dare publiſh 
any paper written in favour of Ireland: and here no body 
hath yet been ſo bold as to publiſh any thing in ſavory of 
him. | 
There was, a few days ago, a pamphlet ſent me of 
near fifty pages written in favour of Mr Wood and his 
coinage, printed in London: it is not worth anſwering, 
becauſe probably it will never be publiſhed here. Bur it 
gave me occaſion to reflect upon an unhappineſs we he un- 
der, that the people of England are utterly ignorant of 
our caſe ; which however is no wonder, ſince it is a point 
they do not in the leaſt concern themſclves about, far- 
ther than perhaps as a ſubject of diſcourſe in a coffec - 
houſe when they have nothing elſe to talk of. For I 
have reaſon to believe, that no -zin//ter ever gave himſelf 
the trouble of reading any papers written in our defence, 
becauſe 1 ſuppoſe their 2pini-7:5 are already determined, 
and are formed wholly upon the reports of W ood and his 
accompuces ; elſe it would be impoſſible, that any man 
could have the impudence to write ſuch a pamphlet as 1 
have mentioned. 

Our n-ighbours, auheſe underflandings are juſt upon a 
level with urs (which perhaps are none of the 5r;7hte/? ) 
have a ſtrong contempt for moſt nations, but eſpe :ially 
for Ireland. Tlicy look upon us as a fort of /azvag.' Iriſh, 
whom our anceitors conquered ſeveral hurdred years a- 
go. And if I ſhould deicribe the Britons to you as they 
were in Cæſar's time, when they painted their bodies, ar 
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elothed themſelves with the ſkins of beaſts, I ſhould act 
full as reaſonably as they do. However, they are ſo far 
to be excuſed in relation to the preſent ſubject, that hear- 
ing only one fide of the cauſe, and having neither oppor- 
tunity nor curioſity to examine the ther, they believe a 
lie merely for their caſe; and conclude, becauſe Mr 
Wood pretends to have pzawwer, he hath alſo reaſon on 
his fide, 

Therefore, to let you ſee how this caſe is repreſented 
in England by Wood and his adherents, I have thought 
it proper to extract out of that pamphlet a few of thoſe 
notorious falihoods in point of fad and reaſoning contain- 
ed therein, the knowlege whereof will confirm my cc:-n- 
trymen in their owsz right ſentiments, when they will 
ſee, by comparing both, how much their enemies are in 
the wrong. 

Firſt, the writer poſitively aſſerts, that Wood's half- 
pence were current among us fer ſeveral months, with 
tte univerſal approbation of all people, without one fingle 
gain/ayer ; and ave all, to a man, thought ourſelves hap- 
þy in having them. 

Secondly, he affirms, that awe were drawn into a diſ- 
like of them only by ſome cunning, evil-deſigning men a= 
mong us, who oppoſed this patent of Wood to get another 
for tlemſelvet. | 

Thirdly, that PE, auho meſt declared at firſt againſt 
Wood's patent, were the very men who intend to get a- 
acther for their own advantage. 

Fourthly, that cur parliament and prity-council, the 
lord mayor and aldermen of Dublin, the grau juries 
aud merchants, and in ſhort the whele kingdom, nv, the 
very dgs (as he expreſſeth it) were fond of tie Half 
pence, till they were inficmed by thoſe few d, Fer- 
fons afereſaid. | | 
Fifthly, he ſays directhy, that all tf, au,] pe 
the hal/-pence, were papiſts, and enemies ts king George, 

Thus far, I am confident, the molt ignorant among 
you can fately ſwear from your own knowlege, that the 
author is a moſt notorious liar in every article; the direct 
contrary being ſo manitelt re the whole kingdom, that, if 
occaſion required, we might get it confuincd under {ve 
tundred thoujand bandr. | 

| Suxthly, 
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Sixthly, he would perſuade us, that / we ſell fue 
ſhillings worth of our goods or manufattures for two 
ſhillings and four-pence worth of copper, although the 
copper were melted down, and that we could get five 
ſhillings in gold and ſilver for the ſaid goods ; yet to take 
the ſaid two ſhillings and four peuce in copper wauld be 
greatly for aur advantage. 

And, laſtly, he makes us a very fair offer, as empow- 
ered by Wood, that / wwe wil take of two hundred 
thouſand pounds in his half-pence for our goods, and like- 
wiſe pay him three per cent. intere/t for thirty years for 
an hundred and twenty thouſand pounds (at which he com- 
pi es the coinage above the intrialic value of the copper) 
for the loan of his coin, he will after that time give us 
good money for what hal/-pence will be then liſt. 

Let me place this offer in as clear a light as I can to 
ſhew the inſupportable villainy and impudence of that in- 
corrigible wretch. Firſt (ſays he) I will ſend two hun- 
dred thouſand pounds of my coin into your country : the 
capper I compute to be, in real value, eighty thouſand 
pru.rds, and I charge you with an hundred and twenty 
thouſand pounds for the coinage; fo that you ſee, I lend 
you an hundred and twenty th5uſand pounds fer. thirty 
years ; for which you ſhall por! me three per cent. that 
ts to ſar, three thinſand ji: bindred pounds per annum, 
awhich in thirty gears vill awmrunt to an hundred and 
eight ttauſund pounds, And <ehen thefe thirty years are 
expired, return me my c:pper, and 1 will give you go2d 
money for it. 

This is the propoſal made to us by Wood in that pam- 
phlet written by one of his commm7/7;zers : and the anthor 
is ſuppoſed to be the fame infamous Coleby, one of his 
und'r-feeurers at the committee of council, who was 
tried for r;65/n7 the treaſury lere, where he was an un- 
der-clerk. 

By this propoſal he will firſt receive two hundred thou- 
ſand pounds, in goods or ſterling, for as much copper as 
he values at cighty thoutand pounds, but in reality not 


worth thirty thouſand pounds, Secondly, he will re- 


ecive for intereſt an hundred and eight thouſand pounds: 
and when our children come thirty years herce to return 
his Hu, Pence upon his executors, (for before that time 

| he 
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he will be probably gone to ir uu place ) thoſe execu- 
tors will very reaſonably reject them as raps and counter- 
feits, which they will be, and millions of them of his 
own coinage. 

Methinks I am fond of ſuch a dealer as this, who 
mends every day upon our hands hike a Dutch reckoning, 
wherein if you diſpute the unreaſonableneſs and exorbi- 
tance of the bill, the landlord ſhall bring it up every time 
with new additions. 

Although theſe and the like pamphlets publiſhed by 
Wood in London are altogether unknown here, where 
no body could read them without as much indignation, 
as contempt would allow; yer 1 thought it proper to give 
you a ſpecimen how the man employs his time, where he 
rides alone without any creature to contradict him; while 
oUR FEW FRIENDS there wonder at our ſilence: and 
the Engliſh in general, if they think of this matter at all, 
impure our refuſal to wilfulneſ5 or diſaffection, jult as 
Wood and his 4irelings are pleaſed to repreſent. 

But although our arguments are not ſuffered to be prin- 
ted in England, yet the conſequence will be of little mo- 
ment. Let Wood endeavour to perſuade the people 
there, that we ought to receive his coin; and let me con- 
vince our people here, that they ought to reject it under 
pain of our utter undoing ; and then let him do his beſt 
and his . 

Before I conclude, I muit beg leave in al humility to 
tell Ur Wood, that he is guilty of g great indiſcretian by 
cauſing ſo honourable a name as that of Mr Walpole to 
be mentioned ſo often and in ſuch a manner upon this oc- 
caſion. A ſhort paper printed at Briſtol, and reprinted 
here, reports Mr Wood eto ſay, that he wnders at the 
empudence aud infolence of the Ilriſh in refufrag lit cin, 
and what he avill de when Mr Walpole comes to town. 
Where, by the way, he 13 miſtaken; for it is the true 
Englith poople of Ireland who re fuſe it, although we take 
it for granted, tht the Iriſh will do fo too whenever they 
are aſlced, In another printed paper of his _— ing it 
is roundly cxpreſſed, that Mr M alpole ill cram his braſs 
donn our throats. Sometimes it is given out, that ve 

mult ether take theſe falfapence, ar eat our brogues : and 
in another news-letter, but of yelterday, we read, that 


the 
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the ſame great man hath ſworn to make us ſwallow his 


coin in fire-balls. 

This brings to my mind the known ſtory of a Scotch 
man, who receiving the ſentence of death with all the 
circumſtances of hanging, beheading, quartering, em- 
bowelling, and the like, cried out, what need all this 
CooktEry? and I think we have reaſon to aſk the ſame 
queſtion; far, if we believe Wood, here is a dinner get- 
ting ready for us; and you ſee the % of fare; and I 
am ſorry the drink was forgot, which might caſily be ſup- 
plicd with melted lead and flaming pitch, 

What vile words are theſe to put into the mouth of a 
great counſcllor, in high truſt with his majeſty, and look- 
ed upon as a prime miniſter ? if Mr Wood hath no better 
a manner of repreſenting his patrons, when I come to be 
a great man he ſhall never be ſuffered to attend at my 
 devee, This is not the ſtyle of a great miniſter ; it ſav- 
ours too much of the {kettle and the furnace, and came 
entirely out of Wood's forge. 

As for the threat of making us eo? our brognes, we 
need not be in pain; for if his coin ſhould paſs, that un- 
polite covering for the feet would no longer be a national 
reproach ; becauſe then we ſhould have neither e nor 
brogue left in the kingdom. But here the falſhood of 
Mr Wood is fairly detected; for I am confident Mr Wal- 
pole never heard of a brague in his whole life. 

As to farallowing theſe half-pence in fire-balls, it is 2 
ſtory equally improbable. For, to execute this operati- 
on, the whole ſtock of Mr Wood's coin and metal mult be 
mclted down, and moulded into hollow balls with wild- 
fire, no bigger than a reaſonable throat may be able to 
ſwallow. Now, the metal he hath prepared, and already 
coined, will amount to at lcaſt fifty millions of half-perice 
to be ſwallowed by a million and an half of people ; fo 
that, allowing two half-pence to cach ball, there will be 
about ſeventeen balls of wild-fire a-picce to be ſwallowed 
by every perſon in the kingdom; and, to adminiſter this 
doſe, there cannot be conveniently fewer than fifty thau- 
ſand 2perators, allowing one operator to every thirty; 
which, conſidering the /qucami/ncſs of ſome ſtomachs, 
and the peevi/hneſs of young children, is but reaſonable. 
Now, under correction of better judgments, I think the 

trouble 
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trouble and charge of ſuch an experiment would exceed 
the profit; and therefore | take this report to be ſpurious, 
or, at leait, only a new ſcheme of Mr Wood himſelf; 
which, to make it paſs the better in Ireland, he would 
father upon a 1m7#i/ter of tate. 

But I will now demonttrate, beyond all contradiction, 
that Mr Walpole is againſt this project of Mr Wood, and 
is an entire friend to Ireland, only by this one invincible 
argument, that he has the univerſal opinion of being a 
wile man, an able miniſter, and in all his proceedings 
purſuing the true intereſt of the king his maſter : and that 
as his integrity is above all corruption, fo is his fortune 
above all ze-ptatici. I reckon, therefore, we are per- 
fectly ſafe from that corner, and ſhall never be under the 
neceſſity of contending with fo f7r;:zidable a poaver, but 
be left to poſſeſs our br2gues and protaters in peace, as | 
remit? from thunder as ve are ſrem Jupiter. 


I am, my dar countrymen, 
wour living fellaau- ſulſect, 
Seili-ſufferer, and 
humble ſercant, 


Octob. 13, 1724. M. B. 


Fr. ul a Fove, recul a jalnine. 


Upon the arrival of Lord Carteret, ſon after the publicati- 
on of this letter, the patſaes from which this note is referred 
ts were ſclected as ſuctcient ground for profecution, and a pro 
mation was publithed by his Fxceilency and council off. r 
mY a ca | of three hundred pounds For diſroverir g the au 
wor. Heading the printcr was impritencd, and a bill of in 
ment as erohed to be freparcd againſt him: which gave 
*c:auyn to the totlunitg paper. 
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Seaſonable Apvice to the Graxn:- Jury, con- 
cerning the bill preparing againſt the Pxix- 
TER of the preceding LET1 ER. 


INCE a bill is preparing for the grard-jury to find 
8 againſt the printer of the Drapicr's 4% letter, there 
are ſeveral things maturely to be conſidered by thoſe gen- 
tlemen before they determine upon it. 

Firſt, they are to conſider, that the author of the ſaid 
pamphlet did write three other diſcourſes on the ſame ſub- 
jet, which, inſtead of being cenſured, were univerſally 
approved by the whole nation, and were allowed to have 
raifcd and continued that ſpirit among us, which hath hi- 
therto kept out Wood's coin; for all men will grant, 
that if thoſe pamphlets had not been written, his coin 
muſt have over-run the nation ſome months ago. 

Secondly, It is to be conſidered, that this pampllet, 
againſt which a jun hath been iſſued, is written 
by the {aro autfr: that no body ever doubted the in- 
nocence and goodnets of his defiyn; that he appears 
through the whole tenor of it, to be a /z3al ſubject to his 
majcity, and devoted to the houſe of Hanover, and de- 
clures kimiclf in a manner peculiarly zealous againſt the 
pretend.r, And if ſuch a writer in four ſerer:l treatiſes 
on ſo nice a ſubject, where a royal patent is concerned, 
and where it was neceſſary to ſpeak of England and of 
Iibarti, ſhould in one or two places happen to let fall an 
madvertent ex preſſion, it wouid be hard to condemn lum 
after all the gocd he heath done, eſpecially when we con- 
ſider, that he could have no poſhble deſign in view et- 
ther of honour or profit, but purely the 600d of lus 
COUNTRY. 

Ttir[y, It oaght to be well conſidered. whether any 
one expreſſion in the ſaid pamphlet be really liable to a 
Juil exccptioa, much lets to be found wicted, malicious, 


Ale, e 4 0 144 mnazeſt; and hs LY: NaN try, tris 


The we 7 its in that pamphlet, which it is ſaid the 
pref-curors iutend chlei to fix on, are, firlt, where the 
author 
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author mentions the penner of the king's anſwer. Fir/t, 
it is well known his majeſty is not matter of the Engliſh 
tongue; and therefore it is neceſſary that ſome other per- 
ſon ſhould be employed to pen what he hath to ſay, or 
write in that language. Secondly, his majeſty s anſwer 
is not in the fiſt perſon, but in the third. It is not ſaid, 
WE ARE CONCERNED, OR OUR ROYAL PREDECES=- 
sols; but his MAJESTY 4s concerned, and his ROYAL 
PREDECESSORS. By which it is plain, theſe are pro- 
perly not the words of his majeſty ; but ſuppoſed to be 
taxen from him, and tranſmitted hither by one of his mi- 
riters. Thirdly, it will be eatily feen, that the author 
of the pamphlet deii-uis his ſentiments upon this particu- 
lar with the utmoſt caution and reſpect, as any unpartial 
reader will obſerve, 

Tuc fecond paragraph, which it is ſaid will be taken 
notice of as a motive to find the bill, is what the author 
ſays of Ircland 's being « dependent kingdom: he explains 
all the dependence he knows of, which is a law made in 
Ireland, whereby it is enaſted, that «ubcever is king of 
Eagland hill be £747 / irciand. Before this explanati- 
on be condemned, and the bill found upon it, it would 
be proper that ſome lawyers ſhould fully inform the jury 
what other law there is, either ſtatute or common, for 
this dep-udenn:y ; and if there be no la, there is no tranſ- 

rethoa. | 

The /our/h thing very maturely to be conſidered by 
the jury, is, what iaflucace their finding rhe bill may have 
upon the kingdom: the peopic in general find no fault in 
the Orapier's lait book, any more than in the three for- 
mer; and therefore hen they hear it is condemned by a 
grand - jury of Dublin, they will conclude it is done in fa- 
vour of Wood's coia; they will think we of this town 
have changed our minds, and intend to take thoſe half- 
pence, and therefore that it will be in vain for them to 
ſtand out: fo that the queſtion comes to this, which will 
be of the wortt conſe quence? to let pats one or two ex- 
prethons, at the worlt only unwary, in a book written for 
the public ſervice; or to leave a free open paſſage for 
Wood's braſs to over-run us, by which we ſhall be un- 
done for ever, | 

The #/74 thing to be conſidered is, that the — 
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of the grand-jury being merchants and principal ſhop» 
keeyers can have no ſuitable temptation offered them, as 
a recompence for the miſchief they will do, and ſuffer by 
letting in this coin; nor can be at any loſs or danger by 
rejecting the bill. They do not expect any employments 
in the itate, to make up in their own private advantages 
by the deſtruction of their country ; whereas thoſe, who 
go about to ad-i/e, entice, or threaten them to find that 
bill, have great employments which they have a mind to 
keep, or to get greater ;- a3 it was likewiſe the caſe of 
all thoſe who ſigned the proclamation to have the author 
proſecuted. And therefore it is known, that his grace 
the lord archbiſhop of Dublin, ſo renowned tor his piety, 
and wildom, and love of his country, abſolutely refuſed 
to condemn the book or the author. 

Ly, It ought to be conſidered, what conſequence 
the finding the bill may have upon a poor man, perfectly 


innocent; I mean the printer. A lawyer may pick out 


expreitions, and make them liable to exception, where 
no other man 1s able to find any. But how can it be ſup- 
poſed that an ignorant printer can be ſuch a cririck ? He 
knew the author's deſign was honeſt, and approved by 
the whole kingdom : he adviſed with friends, who told 
him there was no harm in the book, and he could fee 
none himſelf: it was ſent him in an unknown hand; but 
the li ia which he received the three former. He and 
his wife have offered to rake their oaths, that they k 
not the author. And therefore to find a bill, that may 
bring puniſhment upon the innocent, will appear ver 
hard, to ſay no worſe, For it will be impoſhble to find 
the author, unlcſs he will pleaſe to diſcover himſelf; al- 
though 1 wonder he ever concealed his name: but I ſup- 
pole, what he did at ſirſt out of modeſty, he continues to 
do out of prudence. God protect us and him. 

I will conclude all with a fable aſcribed to Demoſthe- 
nes: he had ſeried the people of Athens with great tide- 
lity in the ſtation of an cru/9r; when upon a certain oc- 
cation apprehending to be delivered over to his enemics, 
he told the Athenians, his countrymen, the following 
tory. Once upon a time the ww/ves delired a league with 
the ſhee upon this condition; that the cauſe of {trite 
giipht be taken away, which was the rd and n. 

tigs: 
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ti this being granted, the «vo/ves without all fear made 
havock of the /-e-p. 


Newvemoer 11, 1724. 


Copies of this paper were diſtriluted to every perſon of the grand- 
jury the evening before the bill was te be exhidite4 ; who, probably 
for the reaſons contained in it, refuſed ta find the bill, upon which 
the Lord Chief Juſtice Whitſned, who had preſided at a former 
profecution of the dean's printer , diſcharged them in a rage. The 
following extract was foon aſter publiſved, to ſhew the illegality of 
tis proceeizg ; and the next grand. jury that was empiunelled made 
the ſab/equent preſintment againſt all the abetters of Wood's projet. 
Sec letter to Lord Moleſworth, p. 83 f this volume. 


$ See the firſt note prefixed to the propoſal for the ſole uſe 
of !rith manufactures, in this volume. 


An extract from a book, intitled, An exact collecti- 
en of the debates of the houſe of C:mmons, held 
at Weſtminſter, Cc. 21. 1680, p. 150. 


RESOLUTIONS of the houſe of Commons in England, 
Nov. 13. 1680. 


8 EVERAL perſons being examined about the diſmiſſing 
a grand- jury in Middleſex, the houſe came to the 
following re/olutions : 


R-/olved, that the diſcharging of a grand-jury by any 
judge, before the end of the term, aſſizes, or ſcihoas, 
while matters are under their conſideration, and not pre- 
ſented, is arbitrary, illegal, deltructire to public juſtice, 
a manifeſt violation of his oath, and is a mcans to ſabvert 
the fundamental laws of this kingdom. 


Reſlred, that a committee be appointed to examine 
G 3 the 
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the proceedings of the judges in Weſtminſter-hall ; and 
report the ſame, with their opinion herein, to this houſe. 


Lord Chief Juſtice Whitſhed, for his conduct, deſcrved to 
have been impeached by tle houſe cf Commons; becauſe the 
diſſolving of a grand jury by any judge before the end of the 
term, aſſizes, or feſhons, while matters are under their conſi- 
deration, and not preſented, is arbitrary, illegal, deſtructive to 
public juſtice, a manifeſt violation of his oath, and is a means 
to ſubvert the fundamental laws of the realm. But as the houſe 
I Commons forbore to execute their vengeance upon the Chief 
ſaitice, Swift ſcized upon lum as a prey, laſhed him, and wor- 
ricd him out of all his patience, by many farcaltic epigrams, 
Iquibs, and other ſevere refleftions upon his unworthy demean- 
er, until at laſt he became odious and ridiculeus to the whole 
kingdom. Neither could his death, which happened ſoon after, 
appeaſe the vengeance of the incenſed patriot. For Swift, re- 
folving to make him an example to all future ages, purſued him 
into the regions of the dead, ond coupled him with Anytus the 
accuſer of Socrates. Such indeed was at laft the ſacrifice that 
poor unfortunate Whitſhed became unto the reſentment of Dr 
Suift. See Swift's poems concerning Whitſhed, vel. 6. alfo, 
A fort view of Ireland; and, in aner to a menunal, in this 
volume. Ser a!fo Tic ir and aar- Hr of Dr Swift, vel. 7 


D. Se. 


THE 


The PRESENT MENT of the GRAND un 
of the county of the city of Dublin. 


V THEREAS ſeveral great quantities of baſe metal 
coined, commonly called Wood's half-pence, 
have been brought into the port of Dublin, and lodged in 
ſeveral houſes of this city, with un intention to make them 
paſs clandeſtinely among his maj*!*1, 5 ſubjects of this king- 
dom; notwithſtandin:g the addiciius of both houſes of 
parliament, and the privy-counc.:, and the declarations 
of moit of the corporations of this city againſt the ſaid 
coin: and whereas his majeity has ben graciouſly pleaſ- 
ed to leave his loyal ſubjects of this kingdom at hberty to 
take or refuſe the ſaid halt-pence, | 
We the grand-jury of the ceunty of the city of Dub- 
lin, this Michaclmas ter 1724, having entirely at heart 
his majeſty's interett, and the weltare of our country, and 
being thoroughly ſenſible of the great diſcouragements 
which trade hath fuftercd by the apprchenſions of the ſaid 
coin, whereof we have already felt the diſmal effects; 
and that the currency thereof will inevitably tend to the 
great diminution of Ins majeſty s revenue, and the ruin 
of us and our poſterity, do preſcrt all ſuch perſons as 
have attempted, or ſhall endeavour by fraud, or other- 
wiſe, to impoſe the ſaid halt-pence upon us, contrary to 
bis majelty's moltt gracious intentions, as enemies to his 
majelty's government, and to the ſafety, peace, and wel- 
fare of all his majeſty's ſubjects of this kingdom; whoſe 
affections have been fo cnunently diſtinguithed by their 
zeal to his illuſtrious family before his happy acceſſion to 
the throne, and by their continued loyalty ever ſince. 
As we do, with all juſt gratitude, acknowlege the fcr- 
vices of all ſuch pie as have been eminentiy =22/545 
for the intere{t of his majeſty and this country in detect- 
ing the fraudulent impoſition of the ſaid Wood, and pre- 
verung the pailing his baſe com; fo we do, at the fame 
time, declare our abhorrence and deteftation of all re- 
gections on his majeſty and his government; and that we 
are 
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are ready with our lives and fortunes to defend his moſt 
ſacred majeſty againit the retender, and all his majeity's 
open and ſecret enemies both at home and abroad. 


Given under our hands at the grand - jury chamber, this 
28th of November, 1724. 


George Forbes, 
William Empſon, 
Nathamiel Pearſon, 
Joſeph Nuttall, 
William Aſton, 
Stearn Tighe, 
Richard Walker, 
Edmond French, 
John Vereilles, 
Philip Pearſon, 
Thomas Robins, 
Richard Dawſon, 


David Tew, 
Thomas How, 
John Jones, 
James Brown, 
Charlcs Lyndon, 
Jerom Bredin, 
John Sican, 
Anthony Brunton, 
Thomas Gaven, 
Damel Elwood, 
John Bruner. 


The preceding paper was publiſhed abcut a month after 
de proclamation was ic, offering a reward «of 3ool. 
for the diſcrcerins the authir of the Nrapier's fourth 
letter. | 


A LE F- 


on, IS 


A Letter to the Right Honourable 
[The Lord Viſcount MoLesworTH.] 


Written in the year 1724. 


Der compaſſed me about alſ5 with ewvords of deceit, and 
fught againſt me without a cauſe. 

Fer ir love they are my adocrſaries; but I give myſelf 
ut; Prayer. 

Au they have rewarded me evil for good, and hatred 
for my ode. Pial. cix. 35 4» 5 

Se: 0 net 19 be j u, ite, being uct able to take away iniqui- 

: Lof? at any time thou fear the perſon of the mighty, 

x6 lay a ſtumbling bleck in the way of thy upright= 
neſs. | 

Offend not again/t the multitude of a tity, and then thow | 
ſhalt ust caft thyſelf dæaun among the people. | 


Bind not one fin up an another, fer in one thou ſhalt nat 
be unpunijhed, Ecclus vii. 6, 75 8. 


Non jam prima peto Mneſtheus, neque vincere eerto: 
Quanquam O! Scd ſuperent quibus hoc, Neptune, dediſti. 


DixtcTiowns to the PRINTER. | 


Ai HarDixG, 


r I ſent you my former papers, I carrot ſay 
| | intended you either 922d or /urt; and vet you 
haie happened through my mcans to receive 55/4, | pray 
God deliver you from ny more of the /atter, and increate 
the firmen. Your trade, particularly in this kingdom, 
is of all others the molt unfortunately cir cumſtantiated; 


fur as you deal in the molt wortlileſs kind of traſh, the 
penny 
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penny productions of pennyleſs ſcriblers; ſo you often 


venture your liberty, and ſometimes your hves, for the 
purchaſe of half a crown; and, by your own ignorance, 
are puniſhed for other mens actions. 

I am afraid, you in particular think you have reaſon 
to complain of me, for your own and your wife's conſine- 
ment in priſon, to your great expence, as well as hard- 
ip; and for a proſecution ſtill impending. But 1 will 
tell you, Mr Harding, how that matter ſtands. Since 
the preſs hath lain under fo ſtrict an inſpection, thoſe 
who have a mind to inform the world, are become ſo cau- 
tious as to keep themſelves, if poſſible, out of the way of 
danger. My cuitom therefore is to dictate to a prentiec, 
who can write in a feigned hand; and what is written we 
ſend to your houſe by a black-guard boy. But, at the 
ſame time I do aſſure you upon my reputation, that I ne- 
ver did ſcad you any thing for which I thought you could 
poſübly be called w an account, Ard you will be my 
witneſs, that I always defired you, by a letter, to take 
ſome good advice before you ventured to print; becaufe 
I knew the dexterity of dealers in the lnb at finding out 
ſomething to faſten on, where no evil is meant. I am 
told indeed, that yon did accordingly conſult ſeveral ve- 
ry able perſons; and even „ine, who afterwards pc .- 
ed againſt z5u: to which I can only anſwer; that you 
mult either change your advi/crs, or determine to print 
nothing that comes from a drapier. 

deſire you will ſend the incloſed letter directed to my 
lord viſcount Male ſeorth, at his houſe at Pract de ftw, 
near Swords: but I would have it ſert /t for the 
convenence of his lordihip's reading 3 becuaſe this coun- 
terteit hand of my prentice is not very legible. Aud, ut 
you think fit to publith it, I would have you firlt get it 
read over by ſome table lawyer: I am aſſured, you 
will find enough of them, who arc friends to th ee, 
and will do it without a fee; which, I am afraid, you 
can ill ator after ail your experces, For although ! 
have taken ſu much care, that I think t impuirbic to 
twd a topic out of the tollowing papers for fonding you a» 
gain to prifun, yet 1 will not 1omure to be your gua— 
Jane. 7 

"Chis enſuing letter contains only a ſhort account of my- 

| iclt, 
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ſelf, and an humble apology for my former pamphlets, e- 
ſpecially the /aft ; with little mention of Mr Wood, or 
his hal/<pence ; becauſe I have already ſaid enough upon 
that ſubject, until occaſion ſhall be given for new fears ; 
and, in that caſe, you may perhaps hear from me again, 


I am 


your friend 


Frim my ſhop in and ſervant, 
St. Francis-ttrect, 
Dec. 14. 1724. M. B, 


P. S. Por want of intercourſe between you and me, 
which I never will ſuffer “, your people are apt to make 
very groſs errors in the preſs, which I deſire you will 
provide againſt, 


* The copies were always ſent to the preſs by ſome obſcure 
meſſenger, who vever knew the perſon from whom he received 
them, but gave them in at a window. The amanuenſis only 
was truſted, to whom about two ycars after the author gave an 
employment of 401. 2 year as a rewaid for his fidelity. Hawke! 


To 


C01 


To the Right Honourable 
The Lord ViscouxrT MoLESswoR TR, 
At his houſe at Brackdenſtown near Swords. 


My Lox, 


Reflect too late on the maxim of common obſervers, 
that thoſe, who meddle in matters out of their cal- 
ling, will have reaſon to repent; which is now verified in 
me: for, by engaging in the trade of a writer 1 have 
drawn upon myſelf the diſpleaſure of the government, 
ſignified by a proclamation promiſing a reward of three 
hundred pounds to the firlt it ſubject, who {hall be 
able and inclined to H againſt me; to which I may 
add, the landable teal and induſiry of my lord chiet- 
juſtice Whitſhed in his endearours to diſcover ſo danger- 
ous a perſon. Therefore, whether I repent or no, I 
have certainly cauſe to do ſo; and the common obſcrya- 
tion {til} ſtands good. 

It will ſometimes happen, I know not how, in the 
courſe of human affairs, that a man ſhall be made liable 
to legal animadverſions, where he hath nothing to anſwer 
for either to God or his country: and condemned at 
Weſtminſter-hall, for what he will never be charged with 
at the day, judgment. 

After ſtrictly examining my own heart, and conſulting 
ſome dix ines of great reputation, I cannot accuſe myſelf 
of any * 124lice or wickedneſs againſt the public ; of any 
deſigns is fore ſedition ; of reflecting an the king and lit 
miniſters; or of endeavouring ts ali-nate the affettions 
of the peaple of this kingdom from thoſe of England. All 
| can charge mylelf with, is a weak attempt to ſerve a 
nation in danger of deſtruction by a moſt wicked and ma- 


* Articles mentioned in the indictment and proclamation. 
licious 
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kcious projector, without waiting until I were called to 
its alhſtancc. Which attempt, however it may perhaps 
give ine the title of progmatical and overweening, will 
never lie a burthen upon my conſcience. Cod kno#s 
whether I may not, with all my caution, have alrcady 
run my ſelt into a ſecond danger by offering thus much in 
mv own vindication. For | have heard of a 7447e, who 
upon the criminal's appeal to the dreadful day of judg- 
ment, told him, he had incurred a fromunire tor appeals 
ins te a foreign jurijliFion: and of another in Wales, 
who ſeverely checked the priſoner for offering the fame 
plea; taxing him with reflecting on the court by ſuch a 
compariſon ; becauſe comparij;s wore odicus. 

But, in order to make ſome excuſe for being more ſpe- 
culative than others of my condition, I deſire your lord- 
ſhip's pardon, while I am doing a very foolith thing 
which is to give you fome little account of myſelf, 

I was bred at a free-{chool, where I acquired ſome lit- 
tle know lege in the /atia tauguc. | ferred my appreatice- 
ſhip in London, and there {et up for myſelt with good 
ſacceis; until by the doth , ſome friends, aud misfor- 
tunes of athers, I returned into this kingdom; and began 
to employ my thoughts in culuxaring the wv52/len - 
fatture through ail its branches; wherein I met with 
great diſcouragement, and powerful oppoſers, whuſc ab- 
jections appeared to me very ſtrange and lingular. They 
argued, that the people uf England would be D 1endd, 
if our manufactures were brouznt to equal theics. and 
even ſome of the wedning trade were my cacies; which 
I could not but look upon as j, and vin , I 
remember your lordiiup at that tine did me the honour 
to come into my hop, where I theved you i niece of 
black and white ſtuff yait ſent from te drer ; j,] you 
were picaſcd to approve of, and be my cuttomer tor, 

However, I was ſo mortticd, that i refute tor the 
future to fit quicily in my hop, and dad in 0474s 
gad, like the reſt of my bretlten; until i: happened 
ſorme months ago, conſidering with mich, dat the aus 
er aud pasrer rt of perle wanted aναi, {irons coarſe 


* By this is mean:, the Cree fur tie wityr,ol & I rich 
manufaturs. 


Var. III. | 11 g. 
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uff to deſend them againſt cold eaſterly winds, which 
then blew very fierce and blaſting for a long time toge- 
ther ; 1 contrived one on „ Which fold very well 
all over the kingdom, and preſerved many thouſands from 
agues. I then made a / wy and a third kind of uf: 
for the gentry, with the ſame ſucceſs ; inſomuch, that an 
ague hath ha:dly been heard of for ſome time. 

This incited me fo far, that I ventured upon a Hurthᷣ 
piece made of the belt Iriſh wool I could get; and 1 
thought it grave and rich enough to be worn by the beſt 
lord or judge of the land. But, of late ſome great folks 
complain, as I hear, that when they had it on, they felt 
a ſhuddering in their limbs, and have thrown it off in a 
rage; curling to hell the poor drapier, who invented it: 
ſo that I am determined never to work for perſons of qua» 
lity again; except for your /ord/hip and a very few more, 

I affure your lordſhip upon the word of an honeſt ci- 
tizen, that I am not richer, by the value of one of Mr 
Wood's half-pence, with the ſale of all the ſeveral uf 
I have contrived: for, I give the whole profit to the dy- 
ers and preſſers}. And therefore I hope you will pleaſe 
to believe, that no other motive, beſides the love of m 
_— could engage me to buſy my head and hands to 
the loſs of my time, and the gain of nothing but vexation 
and il vill. 

I have now in hand one piece of rf to be woven on 
purpoſe for y our lordſhip; although I might be aſhamed 
to offer it to you, after I have conteſſed, that it will be 
made only from the red and remnants of the wool 
employed in the former. However | ſhall wrt it up as 
well as I can; and at worſt, you nced only give it among 
your tenants, 

I am very ſenſible, how ill your lordſhip is like to be 
entertained with the pedantry of a drapier in the terms 
of his own trade, How will the matter be mended, when 
you find me entering again, although very ſparingly, into 
an atfair of ſtate? tor ſuch is now grown the controverly 


* The &drapicr's three firſt le ters. 
+ The tourth letter, againſt which the proclamation was 
iſturd. | | 

þ Printers, | Meaning the preſent letter. 


with 


LETTER V. 89 


with Mr Wood, if ſome great lawyers are to be credited. 
And as it often happens at play, that men begm with 
farthings, and go on to gold, till ſome of them loſe the ir 
eſtates and die in jail: fo it may poſhbly fall out woe 
caſe, that by playing too long with Mr Wood's - 
pence, I may be drawn in to pay a fine double to the re- 
ward for betraying me; be ſent to priſon, and not be de- 
livered thence until I ſhall have paid the uttermoſt far- 
thing. i 

here are, my lord, three forts of perſons, with 
whom I am reſolved never to diſpute: a highway-man 
with a piſtol at my breaſt ; a !roop of dragoons, who come 
to plunder my houſe ; and a man 2 the |.mv, who can 
make a merit of accuſing me. In each of theſe caſes, 
which are almaſt the ſame, the beit method is to keep out 
of the way; and the next belt is to deliver your money, 
ſurrender your houſe, and confeſs nothing. 

I am told, that the two potots in my faſt letter, from 
which an occaſtan of offence hath been taken, are, where 
I mention his majeity's anſwer to the addrefs of the houſe 
of lords upon Mr Wood's patent; and where I diſcourſe 
upon Ireland's being a dependent kingdom. As to the 
former, I can only ſay, that I have treated it with the 
utmoſt reſpect and caution; and I thought it neceſſary to 
ſhew where Wood's patent differed in many eſſential parts 
from all others, that ever had been granted; becauſe, the 
contrary had for want of duc information been ſo ſtrong- 
ly and fo largely aſſerted. As to the other, of Ircland's 
dependency ; I confeſs to have often heard it mentioned, 
but was never able to underſtand what it meant. This 
gave me the curioſity to enquire among ſeveral eminent 
lawyers, who profeſſed they knew nothing of the matter. 
I then turned over all the ſtatutes of both kingdoms with- 
out the lcaſt information, further than an Irith act, that 
I quoted, of the 33d of Henry VIII. uniting Ireland to 
England under one king. I cannot fay, I was fry to 
be diſappointed in my ſearch, becauſe it is certain, I could 
be contented to depend only upon God and my prince, 
and the laut of my own country, after the manner of o- 
ther nations, But ſince my better, are of a different a- 
pinion, and deſire further debendencies, 1 ſhall outward- 
ly ſubmit; yer {till infilting in my own heart upon the ex- 
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ce/p1i51 1 made of M. B. drapier. Indeed that hint was 

borrowed from an idle ftory I had heard in England, which 

perhaps may be common and beaten ; but becauſe it in- 

* neither treaſon nor edition, I vill juſt barely re- 
de it. 

Some hundred years ago, when the peers were ſo great 
that the commons were looked upon as littic better than 
then d4perdents, a bill was brought | in for making ſome 
ne V additions to the power and privileges of che pecrage. 
After it wes read, one Mr Drue, a member of the houſe 
ſtcod up, and gad. he very much approved the bill, and 
wou'd ee lus vote to have it paſs; but however, for 
ſome reaſons beſt known to himſelf, he deſired that a 
clauſe might be inſerted for excepting the family of the 
Drues. The oddnels of the propolitwn taught others to 
relet a little; and the bill was thrown out. 

Whether J were miſtaken, or vert 799 fur in examin- 
ing the dependency, maſt be left to the imparnal judg- 
ment of the world, as well as to the courts of judicature; 
though indeed not in fo efefual and decihvs a manner, 
Bur to afhirm, as I hear ſome do, in orderto countenance 
a fearful and ſervile ſpirit, that this point did not &c/:ng 
to my ſulject, is a falſe and fooliſh objection. There 
were ſeveral ſcandalons reports induſtrioufly ſpread by 
Wood and his accomplices, to diſcourage all oppoſition 
agunſt his mfamous projet. They gave it out, that we 
were prepared for a rcvo{tron; that we diſputed the king's 
prerogative, and were ſhaking off our dependency. The 
firſt went fo tar, aud obtained fo much belief againſt the 
molt viithle demonſicatiors to the contrary, that a great 
per/5n of this kingdom, now in England, fent over ſuch 
an account of it to his friends, as would make any good 
tabject both grieve and tremble. I thought it therefore 
neceilary to treat that calumny as it deſerved, Then I 
proved by an invincible argument, that we could have no 
intention to diſpute his mejeſfty's prerogative ; becauſe the 
prerogative was not concerned in the queſtion ; the cit ili- 
ans and lawyers of all nations agreeing, that copper is nat 
money. And laſtly, to clear us from the imputation 
thaking off our dependency, I ſhewed wherein I thought, 
and ſhall ever think, this d-pende ner conſiſted; and cited 
he latute above mentioned made in Ireland : by which 

it 
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it is enacted, that wwhrever is king of England, ſpall be 
king of Ireland; and that the two kingdoms ſhall be Vr 
ever Init together under one king. T his, as I conceiy- 
ed, did wholly acquit us of intending to break our de- 
pendency ; becauſe it was altogether out of our power: 
for ſurely no king of England will ever conſent to the re- 
peal of this ſtatute. 

But upon this article I am charged with a heavier ac- 
cuſation. It is faid I went tos far, when I declared, 
that if ever the pretender ſhould come to be fixed upon the 
throne of England / which God forbid } I would fo far 
venture to tranſereſs this ſtatute, that I would lofe the 
laſt drop of my blood, before I would ſuomit to him as 
king / Ireland. 

This I hear on all ſides is the ſtrongeſt ard weightieſt 
objection againſt me; and which hath given the moſt of- 
fence ; that I ſhould be ſo bold to declare againſt a direct 
ſtatute; and that any motive, how ſtrong ſoever, could 
make me reje& a king, whom England ſhould receive. 
Now, if in defending myſelf from this accuſation I ſhould 
freely conteſs, that I went tos far; that the expreſſion 
was very indiſcreet, although occaſioned by my zeal for 
his preſent majeſty, and his proteſtant line in the houſe of 
Hanover; that I ſhall be careful never to offend again in 
the like kind; and that I hope this free acknowlegement 
and forrow for my error will be ſome attonemeut, and a 
little ſoften the hearts of my powerful adverf.irics : I fay, 
if I ſhould offer ſuch a defence as this, I do not doubt 
but ſome people would wreſt it to an ill meaning by a 
ſpiteful interpretation. And therefore, ſince I cannot 
think of any other anſwer, wluch that paragraph can ad- 
mit, I will leave it to the mercy of every candid reader 
but ſtill without recanting my own opinion. . 

I will now venture to tell your lordſhip a ſecret, where- 
in ] fear you are too deeply concerned. You will there- 
fore pleaſe to know, that this habit of writing and diſ- 
courling, herein I unfortunately differ from almz/t the 
whole kingdom, and am apt to grate the ears of more 
than 1 could with, was acquired during my apprenticeſhip 
m London, and a long reſdence there after I had ſet up 
for myſelf. Upon my return and fettlement here, I 
thought I had only changed ene country of freedom fer a- 
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maler. Ihad been long converſing with the writings of your 
Lordſhip *, Mr Locke, Mr Molineux, colonel Sidney, 
and other dangerous authors, who talk of /iberty as a 
ble/Fag, to which the whole race of mankind hath an ori- 


ginal title ; wherecf nothing but unlammul force can di- 


ret them. I knew a great deal of the ſeveral Gothic in- 
ſtitutions in Europe z and by what incidents and events 
they came to be deſtroyed: and I ever thought it the 
mot uncor trouled and univerſally agreed maxim, that 
Freedom confiſts in a peoples being governed by laws made 
avith their caun conſent ; and flacery in the contrary. I 
have been hkewtec told, and believe it to be true, that 
tiberty and property are words of known uſe and ſignifica- 
tion in this kingdom; and the very lawycrs pretend to un- 
derſtand, and have them often in their mouths. Theſe 
were the crrors, which have miſled me; and to which 


alone I maſt inapure the ſevere treatment I have received. 


But I ſhall in time grow wiſer, and learn to conſider my 
driver, the road { am in, and with whom 1 am yoked. 


This 1 will venture to ſay ; that the boldeſt and molt ob- 


noxious words I ever delivered, would in England have 
only expofed me as a ſtupid fool, who went to prove that 
the fun ſhone in a clear ſummer's dem: and I have wit- 
neiles ready to depole, that your lordſhip bath ſaid and 
writ fifty times worſe; ard, what is (till an aggravation, 
with iuſmitely more wit and learning, and ſtronger argu- 
ments: ſo that as politics run, 1 do not know a perſon of 
more cxceptionable principles than yourſelf : and if ever 
1 ſhall be difcovered, I think you will be bound in ho- 
Nour to pay my tine, and fupport me in prifon ; or elſe I 
muy chance to i again{t you by way of reps ifal, 

in the wewn time 1 beg your lordihip to reecive my 
eonfeibon; tat if there be any ſuch thing as a dependency 
of I: ;elad upon England, otherwiſe than as 1 have ex- 
plined it, citner by the /aw of God, of nature, of rea- 
fon, of 1.4tivnis, or of the lun, (which I ſhall die rather 
than grant] then was the proclamation aguinit me the 
Niolt 675/44 that ever was pat out; and iuſtcad of ac- 


He publiſhcd a book in the reign of king William III. en- 
titicd, The ſtate Deumart, with @ large preface, Howke/ 
cuſing 


caſing me as malicicus, wicked, and editions, it might 


have been directly as guilty of 4g treaſon. 

All I deſire is, that the cauſe of my ccuntry againſt Mr 
Wood may not ſuffer by any inadvertency of mine. Whe- 
ther Ireland depends upon England, or only upon God, 
the Ling, and the lau; I hope 3:v man will aſſert, that 
it depends upon Mr Wood. I fhou'd be heartily fo 
that this commendable ſpirit againſt me it:ould accidental- 
ly (and what, I Hape, was neve: intended) {iike a damp 
upon that ſpirit in all ranks and corporations of men a- 
gainſt the deſperate and ruinous deſign of Mr Wood. Let 
my countrymen blot out thoſe parts in my laſt letter, 
which they diſlike; and let no ru/? remain on my faverd 
to cure the wounds I have given to our moſt mortal ene- 
my. When Sir Charles Sidley was taking the oaths, 
where ſeveral things were to be renounced, he ſaid, he 
loved renouncing ; aſked if any more were to be renounce 
ed; for he was ready to renounce as much as they pleaſ= 
ed. Although I am not ſo thorough a renouncer, yet 
tet me have but good city ſecurity againſt this peſtilent 
coinage, and I ſhall be ready not only to renounce every 
ſyllable in all my four letters, but to deliver them cheer- 

y with my own hands into thoſe of the common hang- 
man to be burnt with no better company than the cain- 
er's effigies, if any part of it hath eſcaped out of the ſe- 
cular hands of my faithful friends, -the common people. 

But, whatever the ſentiments of /ome people may be, 
I think it is agreed that many of thoſe, who /ub/cribed a- 
gainſt me, are on the fide of a vaſt majority in the king- 
dom, who oppoſcd Mr Wood*: and it was with great 


* As the Drapier's letters were written expreſsly againſt 
Wood's half. pence, it might well be imagined that a proclama- 
tion againſt the author would produce an opinion, that to op- 
pole Wood's half-pence was illegal, and ſubjected the party to 
pains and penalties : to prevent lo fatal a miſtake it is here re- 
marked, that many of thoſe, who ſubſcribed che proclamation, 
were yet ſtrenuous oppolers of Wood's projet. This diſtin- 
Etiuls is yet more explicit in the letter to lord Milelcton, which 
was written foon after the fourth letter, and intended to be tlie 
fifth, ough for ſome reaſons deferred. —- See the letter to 


Lord Middicton and the note prefixed, Hawkeſ. | 
ſatis- 
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ſatis faction, that I obſerved ſome right honourable names 
very amicably joined with my own at the bottom of a 


firong declaration againſt him and his coin. But if the 


admiſſion of it among us be already determined, the 
worthy perſon, who is to betray me, ought in prudence 
to do it with all convenient ſpeed ; or elle it may be dif- 
ficult to find three hundred pounds Herling for the diſ- 
charge of his hire, when the public ſhall have lot five 
hundred thouſand, if there be fo much in the nation; be- 
ſides four fifths of its annual income for ever. 

I am told by lawyers, that in quarrels between man 
and man it is of much weight, which of them gave the 
firſt provocation, or ſtruck the firſt blow. It is manifeſt 
that Mr Wood hath done both: and therefore I ſhould 
humbly propoſe to have him ſir{t banged, and his dreſs 
thrown into the ſea : after which the 4rapier will be ready 
to ſtand his trial. It muſt needs be that offences come, 
but wo unto him by whom the offence cometh. If Mr 
Wood had held his hard, every body elſe would have 
held their tongue: and then there would have been lit- 
tle need of pamphlets, jurics, or proclamations upon this 
occaſion, The provocation muſt needs have been very 
great, which could ſtir up an obſcure, indolent draprer 
to become an aut r. One would almoſt think, the ve- 

ry ones in the trect would i up in ſuch a cauſe : and 
I am not fure they ill not 4% ſe againſt Mr Wood, if e- 
ver he comes within their reach, Ft is a known ſtory of 
the dumb boy, whoſe tongue forced a paſſage for ſpeech 
by the horror of ſeeing a dagger at his father's throat. 
This may Icften the wonder, that a tradeſman hid in pri- 
vacy and ſilence ſhould , ot, when the life and being 
of his political ter wie attempted before his face, and 
by ſo intamous a wietch. 

Bar in the racan time ir Wood the d. Sroxer of a king- 
dom walks about in triumph; (unlcts it be true, that he 
is in jay! tor debt) whi!- he who endeavoured to ert 
the liberty of vi countr; is forced to Hide bir bead for oe- 
caſionally deal: 5 in a matter of cant -9vorſy, Howe- 
ver. 1 am not the firit, wio hath been condemned to 
dea'i: for gainms a great viitry over a powerful enemy 


by 1 ſobey ing for cuce the ſtrict orders of military dif- 
cipliae, 
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1 am now reſolved to follow (after the uſual proceed- 
ing of mankind, becauſe it is too late) the advice given 
me by a certain dean . He ſhewed the miſtake I was 
in, of truſting to the general good will of the people ; 
that I had ſucceeded hitherto better than could oe expect- 
ed; but that ſome unfortunate circumſtantial lapſe would 
probably bring me within the reach of pwer : that my 
good intentions would be no ſecurity againſt ches, who. 
watched every motion of my pen in the bitterneſs of” my 
foul. He produced an inſtance of a perſon as innocent, 
as Afrnterelted, and as well meaning as myſelf; who had 
written | a very ſeaſonable and inoffenſive treatiſe, ex- 
horting the people of this kingdom to wear their own 
manufactures ; for which however the printer was pro- 
ſecuted with the utmoſt virulence ; the jury ſent back nine 
times; and the man given up to the mercy of the court. 
The dean further obſerved, that I was in a manner left 
alone to ſtand the bazt/e ; while others, who had ten 


thouſand times better talcnts than a drapier, were ſo pru- 


dent as to lic ſtill; and perhaps thought it no unpleaſant 
amuſement to look on with ſafety, while another was 
giving them diver/roz at the hazard of his liberty and for- 
tune; and thought they made a ſufficient recompence by 
a little applauſe : whereupon he concluded with a ſhort 
ſtory of a Jew at Madrid; who being condemned to the 
fire on account of his religion, a crowd of ſchool-boys 
following him to the ſtake, and apprehending they might 
loſe their ſport if he ſhould happen to recant, would often 
clap him an the back, and cry, Stu firme Moyſe (Moſes 
continue ſtedfaft. ) 

I allow this gentleman's advice to have been very good, 
and his obſervations juſt ; and in one reſpect my conditi- 
on is worſe than that of the Jew: for zo recantation will 
face me, However, it ſhould ſeem by ſome late proceed- 


ings, that my ſtate is not altogether deplorable. This I 


can impute to nothing but the ſteadineſs of au impartial 
grand-juries ; which hath confirmed in me an opinion I 
have long eatertained ; that, as philoſophers ſay, virtue 


+ The author is ſuppoſed to mean himſelf. 


1 The author means himſelf again; in the diſcourſe adviſ- 


ing the people of Ireland to wear their own manufactures, 
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is ſeated in the middle ; ſo in another ſenſe, the little vir- 
rue left in the world is chiefly to be found among the 
middle rank of mankind, who are neither a/lured out of 
ber paths by ambition, nor driven by poverty. 

Since the proclamation occaſioned by my laſt letter, 
and a due preparation for proceeding againſt me in a courr 
of juſtice, there have been two printed papers clandeſtine- 
ly ſpread about; whereof no man is able to trace the ori- 
ginal, further than by conjecture ; which, with its ufual 

charity, lays them to my account. The former is entit- 
led, kd, ee advice, and appears to have been intended 

rmation of the grand- jury, upon the ſuppoſition 
of a bill to be prepared againſt that letter. The other 
is an extract from a printed book of parliamentary pro- 
ceedings, in the year 1680 ; containing an angry reſolu- 
tion of the houſe of commons in England againſt die- 
ing grand-juries. As to the former, your lordſhip will 
find it to be the work of a more artful hand, than that of 
a common drapier. It hath been cenſured for endeavour- 
ing to influence the minds of a jury, which ought to be 
wholly free and unbyaſſed; and for that reaſon it is ma- 
niſeſt, that no judge was ever known, either upon or off 
the bench, either by imſel f or his dependents, to uſe 
the leaſt in/inuation, that might poſſibly affect the paſſi- 
ons or intereſts of any one fingle juryman, much leſs of 
a whole jury; whereof every man muft be convinced, 
who will juſt give himſelf the trouble to dip into the com- 
mon printed trials: fo as it is amazing to think, what a 
number of upright judges there have been in both king- 
doms for above /rxty years paſt; which, conſidering how 
long they held their offices during pleaſure, as they /till 
do among us t, I account next to a miracle. 

As to the other paper, I muſt confeſs it is a ſharp cen- 
ſure from an Evgliſh houſe of commons againſt di/c/uing 
grand-jurics by any judge before the end of the term, 
aſhzes, or ſeſhons, while matters are under their conſide- 
ration and not preſented, as arbitrary, illegal, deſtructive 


4 Perhaps this may account fer Whitſhed's conduct. See 
the notes prefixed to the propa! for the ſole uſe of Iriſh marufac- 
tures, and ſuperadded to the ſerſenghle advice to the graud- jury, 
both in this volume. 
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to public juſtice, a manifeſt violation of his oath, and as 
a means to ſubvert the fundamental laws of the king- 
dom. | 

However, the publiſher ſeems to have been miſtaken 
in what he aimed at. For whatever dependence there 
may be of Ireland upon England, I hope he would not 
inſmuate, that the proceedings of a lord chief-juftice in 
Ireland muſt depend upon a reſolution of an Engluh houſe 
of commons. Beſides that re/o/ution, although it were 
levelled againſt a particular lord chief-juſtice, Sir Wil- 
ham Scroggs, yet the occaſion was directly contrary. For 
Scroggs diſſolved the grand-jury of London for fear wa 4 
ſhould preſent; but ours in Dublin was difolved, beca 
they would not preſent; which wonderfully alters the 
caſe. And therefore a ſecond grand jury ſupplied that 
defect by making a preſentment that pleaſed the whole 
kingdom. However, I think it is agreed by all parties, 
that both the one and the other jury behaved them- 
ſelves in fuch a manner, as ought to be remembered to 
their honour, while there ſhall be any regard left among 
us for virtue or public ſpirit. | 

I am confident, your lordſhip will be of my ſentiments 
in one thing; that ſome ſhort plain authentic tract might 
be publiſhed for the information both of petty and grand- 
juries, how far their power reacheth, and where it is li- 
mited; and that a printed copy of ſuch a treatiſe might 
be depolited in every court to be conſulted by the jury- 
men, before they conſider of their verdict; by which a- 
bundance of incoaveniences would be avoided, whereof 
mnumerable inſtances might be produced from former 
times; becauſe I will ſay nothing of the preſent. 

I have read ſomewhere of an eaſtern king, who put a 
judge to death for an iniquitous ſentence ; and ordered his 
hide to be fluffed into a cuſhion, and placed upon the tri- 
bunal for the ſon to fit on, who was preferred to his fa- 
ther's office. I fancy, ſuch a memorial might not have 
been unuſcful to 2 ſon of Sir William Scroggs, and that 
both he and his ſucceſſors would often 4vrigele in their 
ſeats, as long as the c1/hi572 laſted: I with the relator 


See the preſentment immediately precceding this letter. 
had 
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had told us what number of ſuch cu/hi9ns there might be 
in that country, 

I cannot but obſerve to your lordſhip, how nice and 
dangerous a point it is grown, for a private perſon to in- 
form the people, even in an affair, where the public in- 
tereſt and ſafety are ſo highly concerned, as that of Mr 
Wood; and this in a country, where /2ya/ty is woven in- 
to the very hearts of the people, ſeems a little extraordi- 
nary. Sir William Scroggs was the firſt, who introduc- 
ed that commendable acutenc/s into the courts of judica- 
ture; but how far this practice hath been imitated by his 
ſucceſſors, or /{rain?d upon occaſion, is out of my know- 
lege. When pamphlets unplea/ing to the miniſtry were 
preſented as libels, he would order the offenſive para- 
graphs to be read before him; and ſaid it was ſtrange, 
that the judges and lawyers of the king's-bench ſhould be 
duller than all the people of England: and he was often 
fo very happy in applying the initial letters of names, and 
expounding dubious hints, (the two common expedienta 
among writers of that claſs for eſcaping the jaw) that he 
diſcovered much re than ever the authors intended; as 
many of them, or their printers, found to their colt. If 
ſack methods are to be followed in examining what I have 
already written, or may write hereafter, upon the ſub- 
ject of Ar Wood, I defy any man of fifty times my un- 
derſtarding and caution to avoid being entrapped : unleſs 
he vill be content to write what none will read, br re- 

atiug over the old arguments and computarions, where- 
of the world is already grown weary. So that my good 
friend Harding lies under this dilemma ; cither to let my 
learned works hang for ever a drying upon his lines; or 
ventute to publiſh them at the hazard of being laid by the 
heels. 

[ accd not tell your lordſhip where the difficulty lies: 


It is true, that the King and the laws perinit us to refuſe 


this coin of Mr Wood; but at the fame time it is equal- 
I truc, that the king and the laws permit us to receive 
mn. Now, it is barely þ5//ibl2, that the miniſters in En- 
gland may not ſuppoſe the conſequences of uttering that 


braſs among us to be fo ruinous as we apprehend; be- 


cauſe perhaps, if they under{tood it in that light, they 
would in common humanity uſe their credit with his ma- 
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jeſty for ſaving a mof? Hoya? hinodom from defſiruion. 
But as long as it ſhall pleaſe thoſe great perſons to think 
that coin will not be / very pernicious to us, we he un- 
der the diſadvantage of being cenſured as obſtinate in not 
complying with a royal patent. Therefore nothing re- 
mains but to make ute of that Jie, which the i and 
the late have left us, by cominuing to refuſe this coin 
and by frequent remembrances to keep up that ſpirit raiſ- 
ed againſt it, which otherwiſe may be apt to flag, and 
perhaps in time to fink altogether. For, any public or- 
der againſt receiving or uttering Mr Wood's half- pence is 
not reaſonably to be exped ed in this kingdom without di- 
rections from England; which I think no body preſumes, 
or is ſo ſanguine to hope. 

But to confeſs the truth, my lord, I begin to grow 
weary of my office as a writer; and could heartily wiſh 
it were devolved upon my brethren, the makers of ſongs 
and ballads, who perhaps are the beſt qualiſicd at pre- 
ſent to gather up the gleanings of this controverſy, As 
to myſelf, it hath been my nisfortune to begin, and pur- 
ſue it upon a wrong foundation, For, haviog detected 
the fraud; and falihoods of this vile impoſtor M ood in e- 
very part, I foolithly 4//{11:24 to have recourſe to n- 
ing, lamenting, ard crying for mercy ; but rather choſe 


to appeal to law and liberty, and the common rights of 


manki1d, without conſidering the climate I was in. 
Since your laſt reidence in Ireland, I frequently have 
taken my nag to ride about your grounds; where 1 fan- 
cied myſelf to feel an air of Verde breathing round me; 
and I am glad the low condition of a tradeſman did not 
qualify me to wait on you at your houſe ; for then, I am 
afraid, my writings would not have efcaped ſeverer cen- 
ſures. But | have lateiy fold my nag, and honeſtly told 
his greatelt fault, which was that of ſnuffing up the air 
about Brackdenſtown; whereby he became fach a lover 
of liberty, that I could ſcarce hold him in. I have like» 
wiſe buried at the bottom of a ſtrong chef your lordſhip's 
wriungs under a heap of others, that treat of //berty ; 
and ſpread over a J % or two of Hubbs, Filmer, Bodin, 
and many more authors of that ftamp, to be readicit at 
hand, whenever I ſhall be diſpaſcd to take up a cw /of 
of principles in government, lu the mean time 1 deſign 
Vor. III. l quietly 


100 THE DRAPIER's LETTERS. 


quietly to look to my ſhop, and keep as far out of your 
lordſhip's influence as poſhble : and if you ever ſce any 
more of my writings on this ſubject, I promiſe you ſhall 
find them as innocent, as inſipid, and without a ſting, as 
what I have now offered you. But, if your lordſhip will 
pleaſe to give me an eaſy leaſe of ſome part of your eſtate 
in Yorkſhire, thither will I carry my cheſt: and turning 

it upſide down, reſume my political reading where I left 
off; feed on plain homely fare, and live and die a free 
honeſt Engliſh farmer; but not without regret for leaving 
my countrymen under the dread of the brazen talons of 
Mr Wood: my molt loyal and innocent countrymen ; to 
whom I owe ſo much for their good opinion of me, and 
my poor endeavours to ſerve them. I am, with the 


greateſt reſpect, 
My 'Lzrd, 
your lordſhif's 
moſt obedient 


and moſt humble ſervant, 


From my ſhop in M. B. 
St. Francis- ſtreet, 
Dec. 14, 1724. 


Theſe papers ( for the ſix and ſeventh letters were not pulliſb- 
ed till long afterwards) prevailed, nat tuitihſtanding threats, proſe- 
cutions, and impriſoument, againſt all the influence of power and 
all the artifices of cunning : perſons of every rank and every ſet 
united with the drapier in the common cauſe, his health was a per- 
petual toaſt, and his effigies were diſplayed in every ſireet ; Wood 
was compelled to withiraw his patent, and his half-pence were fe- 
tally fuppreſſed. 
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* LETTER to the Lord Chancellor 7 ip- 


DLETON “. 


Written in the year 1724- 


"BY many paſiages in the following letter, and by the date 
Oct. 6. 1724. it appears to have been written ſoon after the 
proclamation againſt the drapier for his fourth letter, and before 
the jury had thrown out the bill of indictment. At this criſis 
perhaps the dean did not chuſe to reſume a character which was 

2come obnoxious, and therefore wrote in his own: the origi- 
nal was figned with his name, though it appeared to have been 
obliterated by another hand: for ſome reaſon the publication 
of it was delay ti, and it was firſt printed in an edition of the 
dean's works publithed at Dublin in 1735. This however is not 
the only reaſon why it is placed after the fifth letter, for the 
fifth letter appears to have been ſubſtituted in its ſtead, and not 
intended to follow it. The fourth letter, both in this and in 
the fifth is called the laſt, which could not have happened if 
both had been parts of the ſame ſeries. 

The reader vill now cafily account for thoſe paſſages in the 
fixth, by which the proſecution againſt Harding appears to be 
depending, though ia the fifth it is mentioned as paſt.] 


My Lokny, 


Deſire you will conſider me as a member, who comes 

in at the latter end of a debate; or as a lawyer, who 

ſpeaks to a cauſe, when the matter hath been almoſt ex- 
haulted by thoſe who ſpoke before. 

I remember ſome months ago I was at your houſe up- 

on a commiſſion, where I am one of the governors ; but 

I went thither not ſo much on account of the commiſſion, 


as to aſk you ſome queſtions concerning Mr Wood's pa- 


tent to coin half-pence for Ireland; where you very ircc- 


* He ſigned the proclamation againſt the Drapier. Hawke”. 
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ly told me in a mixt company, how much you had beten 
always againſt that wicked project {; which raiſed in me 
an eſteem for you ſo far, that I went in a few days to 
make you a viſit after many years intermiſſion. 1 am like- 
wiſe told, that your ſon wrote two letters from London 
(one of which I have ſeen) empowering thoſe, to whom 
they were directed, to aſſure his friends, that whereas 
there was a malicious report ſpread of his engaging him- 
ſelf to Mr Walpole for forty thouſand pounds of Wood's 
coin to be received in Ireland, the ſaid report was falſe 
and groundleſs; and he had never diſcourſed with that 
miniſter on this ſubject, nor would ever give his conſent 
io have one farthing of the ſaid coin current here. And 
although it be long ſince I have given myſeclt the trouble 
of converſing with people of titles or ſtations ; yet I have 
been told by thoſe, who can take up with ſuch amuſe- 
ments, that there is not a conſiderable perſon of the king- 
dom ſcrupulous in any fort to declare his opinion. But 
all this is ncedleſs to alledge, when we coni:der, that the 
ruinous conſcquences of V/ood's patent have been fo 
ſtrongly re preſented by both houſes of parliament; by 
the privy- council; the lord mayor and aldermen of Dub- 
Un; by fo many corporations; and the concurrence of the 
principal geatlemen in moſt counties at their quarter · feſſi- 
ons, without any regard to party, religion, or nation. 

conclude from hence, that the currency of theſe half- 

nce would in the univerſal opinion of our people be ut- 
terly deſtructivxe to this kingdom; and conſequently that 
it is every man's duty not only to refuſe this coin himſelt, 
but as far as in him hes, to perſuade others to do the 
uke: and whether this be done in private or in print, is 
all a caſe; as no layman is forbidden to write, or to diſ- 
evurſc upon icligious or moral ſubjects, although he may 
not do it in a pulpit (at lealt in our church.) either is 
this an affair of {tute, until authority thall think tit to de- 
Clare it ſo: or if you ſbould under tand it in that ſenſe, 
yet you will pleate to couſider, that l am not now preach- 
ing. 


& Lord Middleton, thougli he ſigned the proclamation a- 
gainil tic Heer. was yet an enemy ww Woud's project, as ap- 
| 64d by ene palleges in tits letter. Hu 
Thcre- 
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Therefore I do think it my duty, ſince the drapier 
will probably be no more heard of, ſo far to ſupply his 
place, as not to incur his fortune : for I have learnt from 
old experience, chat there are times wherein a man ought 
to be cautious as well as innocent. I therefore hope, 
that preſerving both thoſe characters, I may be allowed 
by offering new arguments or enforcing old ones to re- 
freſh the memory of my fellow-ſubjeas, and keep up 
that good ſpirit raiſed among them to preſerve themſelves 
from utter ruin by lawful means, and ſuch as are permit - 
ted by his majeſty. 

believe you will pleaſe to allow me two propoſitions: 
firſt, that we are a moſt loyal people; and ſecondly, that 
we are a frec people, in the common acceptation of that 
word applied to a ſubject under a limited monarch. I 
know very well, that you and I did many years ago in 
diſcourſe differ much in the preſence of lord Wharton a- 
bout the meaning of that word liberty with relation to 
Ireland. But if you will not allow us to be a free people; 


there is only another appellation left, which I doubt, my 


lord chief juſtice Whitſhed would call me to account for, 
if venture to beſtow: for I obſerved (and I ſha!l never 
forget upon what occaſion) the device upon his coach to 
be Libertas et natale ſalum, at the very point of time 
when he was ſitting in his court, and perjuring hiniſelf to 
betray both, * 

Now, as for our loyalty to his preſent majeſty; if it 
hath ever been equalled in any other part of his domini- 
ons, I am fure it hath never been exceeded: and I am 
conſident he hath not a minitter in England, wha could 
ever call it once in queſtion; but that ſome hard rumours 
at Icaſt have been traaſmitted from t'orther ſide the water, 
I fuppoic you will not doubt: and rumours of the ſeve- 
reit kind; which many good people have imputed to the 
indirect proceuding of Mr W od and his emilfarics : as it 
he endeavourcd it ficald be thought, that our loyalty 
depended upon the teſt of refuſing or taking his copper. 
Now, as ! am ſure vou will admit us to be a loyal peo- 
ple; fo you will think it pardonable in us to hope for all 
proper raurks of lavour and protection fim ſo gracious a 


* Sce the addrejs ta bets henjes of parkament, by M. B. drapier. 
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king, that a loyal and free people can expect: among 
which, we all agree in reckoning this to be one ; that 
Wood's halt-pence may never have entrance into this 
kingdom. And this we ſhall continue to wi/h, when we 
dare no longer expreſs our wiſhes ; although there were 
no ſuch mortal as a drapier in the world. 

I am heartily forry, that any writer ſhould i in a cauſe 
ſo generally approved give occaſion to the government 
and council to charge him with * ©* paragraphs highly re- 
* flecting upon his majeſty and his miniſters ; tending to 
« ahenatc the affections of his good ſubjects in England 


and Ireland from each other; and to promote ſedition 


„among the people.” I mult confeſs, that with many 
others I thought he meant well; although he might have 
the failing of better writers, to be not always fortunate 
in the manner of expreſſing himſelf. 

However, ſince the drapier is but one man, I ſhall 
think I do a public ſervice by aſſerting, that the reſt of 
my countrymen are wholly free from learning out of his 
Pamphlets to reflect on the king or his miniſters, and to 
breed ſedition. 

I folemnly declare, that I never once heard the leaſt 
reflection caſt upon the king on the ſubject of Mr Wood's 
coin : for in many diſcourſes on this matter, I do not re- 
member his majeſty's name to be ſo much as mentioned. 
As to the miniſtry in England, the only tuo perſons hint- 
ed at were the duke of Grafton and Mr W alpole : the 
former, as I have heard you and a hundred others affirm, 
declared, that he never ſaw the patent in favour of Mr 
Wood, before it was paſſed, although he was then lord 
heutenant: and therefore 1 ſuppolſc every body belicves, 
that his grace hath been wholly unconcerned in it ever 

ce. 

" Mr Walpole was indeed ſuppoſed to be underſtood by 
the letter V. in ſeveral news papers; where it is ſaid 
that fume expreihous fell from him not very favourable 
to the people of Ireland; for the truth of which the 
kingdom is not to anfwer, any more than tor the diſ- 
cretion of the publithers. tou obſerve, the drafier 
who!ly-clcars Mr Walpole of this charge by very ſtrong 


$ la tbe dropicr's 4th letter. 
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ts; and ſpeaks of him with civility. I cannor 
deny myſelf to have been often preſent, where the com- 
pany gave their opinion that Mr Walpole favoured Mr 
Wood's projects, which I always contradicted ; and for 
my own part never once opened my lips againſt that mi- 
niſter either in mixed or particular meetings: and my rea- 
ſon for this reſervedneſs was; becauſe it pleaſed him in 
the gucen's time, (I mean queen Anne of ever bleſſed me- 
mory) to make a ſpeech directly againſt me by name in 
the houſe of commons, as I was told a very few minutes 
after in the court of requeſts by more than ſifty members, 

But you, who are in a great ſtation here, (if any thing 
here may be called great) cannot be ignorant, that who- 
ever is underſtood by public voice to be chief miniſter, 
will among the general talkers thare the blame, whether 
juttly or no, of every thing that is diſliked; which 1 
could eaſily make appear in many inſtances from my own 
knowlege, while 1 was in the world; and particularly in 
the caſe of the * greateſt, the wiſeſt, and the moit uncor- 
rupt miniſter I ever converſcd with. 

But, whatever unplcaſing opinion ſome people might 
conceive of Mr Walpole on account of thoſe half-pence, 
I dare boldly affirm it was entirely owing to Mr Wocd. 
Many perſons of credit come from England have affirmed 
to me and others, that they have ſcen letters under his 
hand full of arrogance and inſolence towards Ireland, and 
'boalting of his favour with Mr Walpole ; which is highly 
probable ; becauſc he reaſonably thought it for his inte- 
reſt to ſpread ſuch a report, and becauſe it is the known 
talent of lo and little ſpirits, to have a great man's name 
perpetually in their mouths, 

Thus I have ſufficiently juſtiſicd the people of Ireland 
from learaing any bad lefion out of the drapier's pam- 
phlers with regard to his majeſty and his miniſters ; and 
therefore, if thoſe papers were intended to ſow ſedition a- 
mong us, God be thanked the ſceds have fallen upon a 
very improper foil. 

As to alicnating the affections of the people of England 
and Ireland from cach other; I bclieve che dr. ier, 


® Suffoſed to be the Lerd Trea/xrer Oxford. 
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whatever his intentions were, hath left that matter juſt as 
he found it. 

I have lived long in both Kingdoms, as well in country 
as in town; and therefore take myſelf to be as well in- 
formed as molt men in the diſpoſitions of each people to- 
wards the other. By the people I underſtand here, only 
the bulk of the common people; and I deſire no lawyer 
may diſtort or extcad my meaning. 

There is a vein of induſtry and parſimony, that runs 
through the ue people of England, which added to 
the eaſineſs of their rents makes them rich and ſturdy. As 
to Ireland, they know little more of it than they do of 
Mexico; farther than that it is a country ſubject to the 
king of England, full of boggs, inhabited by wild Iriſh 
papiſis, who are kept in awe by mercenary troops ſent 
from thence: and their general opinion is, that it were 
better for England if this whole land were funk into the 
| fea: for they have a tradition, that every forty years 
there muit be a rebellion in Ireland. I have ſeen the 
groſſeſt ſuppolitions puſs upon them; that the wzld Init 
were taken in toyls; but that in ſome time they would 
grow ſo tame, as to cat out of your hands: 1 have been 
alked by hundreds, and particularly by my ne1ghhbours 
your tenants at Pepperhara, whether I had come from 
Ireland by fea : and upon the arrival of an Irith 2a to 
a country town, I have known crouds coming about him, 
and wondering to {ce him look ſo much better than them- 
ſelves. | 

A gentleman now in Dublin affirms, that paſſing ſome 
months ago through Northampton, and finding the whole 
town in a larry, with bells, bontires, and illuminations; 
upon aſking the cauſe, he was told, it was for joy, that 
the Iriſh had ſubmitted to receive VVood's hilt-pence, 
This, I think, plainly ſhews what ſentiments that large 
town hath of us; and how little they made it their own 
caſc ; although they lic directly in our way to Loudon, 
and therefore cannot but be frequently convinced that we 
hive human thapes. 

As to the people of this kingdom, they coniit either 
of Iriſh pars, who are as inconſiderable in point of 
power, as the women and ciuicivg; or of Fngluh re- 
i:flants, who love her breturen ui that kingd vin, al- 


though 
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though they may poſſibly ſometimes complain when they 
think they are hardly uſed: however, I confeſs, I do 
not ſee that it is of any great conſequence, how their 
perſonal affections ſtand to each other, while the fea di- 
vides them, and while they continue in their loyalty te 
the ſame prince. And yet I will appeal to you, whether 
thoſe from England have reafon to complain, when they 
come hither in purſuit of their fortunes ? or, whether the 
people of Ireland have reaſon to boalt, when they go to 
England upon the fame deſign? 

My ſecond propoſition was, that we of Ireland are a 
free people: this, I ſuppoſe, you will allow, at leaſt with 
certain limitations remaining in your own breaſt, Hows- 
ever, I am ſure it is not criminal to affirm; becauſe the 
words /iberty and property, as applied to the ſubject, are 
often menticned in both houſes of parliament, as well as 
in yours and other courts below: from whence it muſt fol- 
low that the people of Ireland do, or ought to enjoy all 
the benefits of the common and ſtatute law; fuch as to 
be tried by jurics, to pay no money without their own 
_ conſent as reprefented in parliament, and the like. If 
this be ſo, and if it be univerſally agreed, that a free peo- 
ple cannot by law be compelled to take any money in pay- 
ment, except gold and filver; I do not fee why any man 
ſhould be hindered from cautioning his countrymen againſt 
this coin of William Wood; who is endeavouring by 
fraud to rob us of that property, which the laws have ſe- 
cured. . If I am miſtaken, and this copper can be obtrud- 
ed on us, I would put the drapier's caſe in another light 
by ſuppoſing, that a perſon going into his ſhop ſhould a- 
yo: for thirty ſhillings worth of goods, and force the 

ller to take his payment in a parcel of copper-picces in- 
trinſically not worth above a crown: I deſire to know 
whether the drapier would not be actually robbed of five 
and twenty ſhillings ; and how far he could be {aid to be 
maſter of his property? The ſame queſtion may be appli- 
ed to rents and debts on bond or mortgage, and to all 
kind of commerce whatſoever. 

Give me leave to do what the drapier hath done more 
than once before me; which is, to relate the naked fact, 
as it ſtands in the view of the world. 

One Willam \V ood Eiqj and hard-ware-man obtauins 
by 


| 
( 
| 


— — — —— — — — 
* 


108 TO LORD MIDDLETON. 


by fraud a patent in England to coin 108,000 J. in cop- 
per to paſs in Ireland, leaving us liberty to take or to re- 
fuſe. The people here, in all ſorts of bodies and repre- 
ſentatives, do openly and heartily declare, that they will 
not accept this coin: to juſtify theſe declarations they ge- 
nerally offer two reaſons; firſt, becauſe by the words of 
the patent they are left to their own choice ; and ſecond- 
ly, becauſe they are not obliged by law: fo that you fee 
there is, hellum atque virum, a kingdom on one ſide, and 
William Wood on the other. And if Mr Wood gets 
the victory at the expence of Ireland's ruin, and the pro- 
fit of one or two hundred thouſand pounds (I mean by 
continuing, and counterfeiting as long as he lives) for 
himſelf; I doubt, both preſent and future ages will at 
leaſt think it a very ſingular ſcheme. 

If this fact be truly ſtated, I mutt confeſs, I look upon 
it as my duty, ſo far as God hath enabled me, and as 
long as I keep within the bounds of truth, of duty, and 
of decency, to warn my fellow ſubjects as they value 
their king, their country, and all that onght or can be 
dear to them, never to admit this pernicious coin; no not 
ſo much as one ſingle half- penny. For if one ſingle thief 
forces the door, it is in vain to talk of keeping out the 
whole crew behind. 

And while I ſhall be thus emploved, I will never give 
myſelf leave to ſappoſe that What I ſay can either offend 
my * lord lioutenun, whoſe perſon and great qualities I 
have always highly r-{pe ted (as I am ſure his excellency 
will be my wit (1+ or the miniſters in England, with 
whom I have noth'n ; t- do, or they with me; much leſs 
the rien here win, as I am informed, did fend 


an addreſs ton niet 1panſt Mr Wood's coin; which 
if it be l dene I may not be accuſed for a 
ſpreader 0: 5 nexs: but I confeſs, I am fo great a 
ſtranger to 1.745, that for any thing I know, the whole 


body of © co council may fince have been changed: and 
altho gh i obicrred ſome of the very ſame names in a 
late declaration againſt t!114t coin, which I ſaw ſubſcribed 
to the proclamation againlt the drapier, yet pothbly they 


Lord Carteret, now Earl Granville, 
may 


r tog 
may be different perſons: for they are utterly unknown to 


me, and are like to continue ſo. 

In this controverſy, where the reaſoners on each ſide 
are divided by St. George's channel, his majeſty's pre- 
rogative perhaps would not have been mentioned, if Mr 
Wood and his advocates had not made it neceſſary by 
giving out, that the currency of his coin ſhould be enfore- 
ed by a proclamation. The traders and common people 
of the kingdom were heartily willing to refuſe this coin 
but the fear of a proclamation brought along with it moſt 
dreadful apprehenſions. It was therefore abſolutely ne- 
ceflary for the drapier to remove this difficulty; and ac- 
cordingly in one of his former pamphlets he produced in- 
vincible arguments, (wherever he picked them up) that 
the king's prerogative was not at all concerned in the mat- 
ter; ſince the law had ſufficiently provided againſt any 
coin to be impoſed on the ſubject, except gold and ſil- 
yer; and that copper is not money, but, as it hath been 
properly called, nummorum famulas. 

The three former letters from the drapier having not 
received any public cenſure, I look upon them to be with- 
out Exception; and that the good people of the kingdom 
ought to read them often in order to keep up that ſpirit 
raiſed againſt this deſtructive coin of Mr Mood: as for 
this laſt letter, againſt which a proclamation is ifſued ; I 
thall only fay, that I could wiſh it were {tripped of all 
that can be any way exceptionable ; which I would not 
think it below me to undertake, if my abilities were e- 
2 but being naturally ſomewhat ſlow of comprehen- 

n, no lawyer, and apt to believe the belt of thoſe, who 
profeſs good deſigns without any viſible motive either of 
profit or honour; I might pore for cver, without diſtin- 
guiſhing the cockle from the corn. | 

That which I am told gives the greateſt offence in this 
laſt letter * is, where the drapier atfirms, that if a rebel- 
lion ſhould prove fo ſucceſsful, as to fix the pretender on 
the throne of England, he would venture fo far to tranſ- 
greſs the Iriſh ſtatute, which anites Irc land to England 
under one king, as to loſe every drop of his blood to hin- 
der him from being king of Ireland. 


* Letter 4. Sce the note prefixcd to this letter. 
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L ſhall not preſume to vindicate any man, who openly 
declares he would tranſgreſs a ſtatute; and a ſtatute of 
ſuch importance: but with the moſt humble ſubmiſſion and 
deſire of pardon for a very innocent miſtake, 1 ſhould be 
apt to think, that the loyal intention of the writer might 
be at leaſt ſome {mail extenuation of his crime: for, in 
this I confeſs myſelf to think with the draper. 

I have not been hitherto told of any other objcctions 
againlt that pamphlet; but I ſuppoſe, they il} all appear 
at the proſecution of the drain. And I think, who- 
ever in his own conſcience believes the ſaid pamphlet to 
be wicked and malicious, ſeditious and ſcandalous, high- 
ly reflefting upon his majeſty and his miniſters, etc. would 
do well to diſcover the author, (as little a friend as I am 
to the trade of informers) although the reward of 3001. 
had not been tacked to the diſcovery, I own, it would 
be a great ſatisfaction to me to hear the arguments not 
only of judges, but of lawycrs upon this caſe. Becauſe 
you cannot but know, there often happens occaſions, 
wherein it would be very convement, that the bulk of the 
people ſhould be informed how they ought to conduct 
themiclvcs; and therefore it hath been the wiſdom of 
the Englith parliaments to be very reſerved in limiting the 
preſs. When a bill is debating in either hcule of parlia- 
ment there, ncthing is more uſual, than to have the con- 
troverſy handled by pamphlets on both ſides, without the 
leaſt animadverſion upon the authors. 

So here, in the caſe of Mr Wood and his coin; fince 
the two houſes gave their opinion by addreſſes, how dan- 
gerous the currency of that copper would be to Ireland, 
it was without all queſtion both lawtul and convenient, 
chat the bulk of the people ſhould be let more particular» 
ly into the nature of the danger they were in and of the 
remedies that were in their own power, if they would 
have the ſenſe to apply them; and this cannot be more 
conveniently done, than by particular perſons, to whom 
God hath given zeal and underitunding ſufficient for ſuch 
an undertaking.  "Vhus it happencd in the cafe of that 
deitructive projet tur a bank in Ireland, which was 
brought into parliament a jew years ago; and it was al- 
lowed, that tlie arguments aud writings of fume without 
doors contributed very much to reject it. 


Now, 
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Now, I ſhould be heartily glad, if ſome able lawyers 
would preſcribe the limits, how far a private man may 
venture in delivering his thoughts upon public matters : 
becauſe a true lover of his country may think it hard to 
be a quiet ſtander-by, and an indolent looker-on, while 
a public crror prevails, by which a whole nation may be 
ruined, Every man who enjoys property, hath ſome 
ſhare in the public; and therefore the care of the public 
is in ſome degree every ſuch man's concern. 

To come to particulars; I could with to know, whe- 
ther it be utterly unlawful in any writer ſo much as to 
mention the prerogative; at leaſt fo far as to bring it in- 
to doubt upon any point whatſoever: I know it is often 
debated in Weſtminſter-hall; and Sir Edward Coke, as 
well as other eminent lawyers, do frequently handle that 
ſubje& in their books. 

Secondly, how far the prerogative extends to force 
coin upon the ſubject, which is not ſterling ; ſuch as lead, 
braſs, copper, mixt metal, ſhells, leather, or any other 
material; and fix upon it whatever denomination the 
crown ſhall think fit ? 

Thirdly, what is really and truly meant by that phraſe 
of a depending kingdom, as applied to Ireland, and where- 
in that dependency conſiſteth? 

Laj/tly, In what points relating to liberty and property 
the people of Ireland differ, or at leaſt gt to differ, 
from thoſe of England. 

If theſe particulars were made ſo clear, that none could 
miſtake them, it would be of infinite caſe and uſe to the 
kingdom; and either prevent or ſilence all diſcontents. 

My lord Sommers, the greateſt man I ever knew of 
your robe, and whoſe thoughts of Ireland dittered, as far 


as heaven and carth, from thoſe of ſome others among 


his brethren here, lamented to me, that the prerogative 
of the crown or the privileges of parliament ſhould ever 
be liable to diſpute in any ſingle branch of either; by 
which means, he ſaid, the public often ſuſtvred great in- 
convemences, whereof he gave me {cveral inſtances, I 
produce the authority of ſo eminent a perton to ju tify my 
deſires, that ſome high points might be cleared. 

For want of ſuch Known aſcertaiument how far a writ- 
Nor. III. N er 
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er may proceed in expreſſing his good wiſhes for his coun- 
try, a perſon of the molt innocent intentions may poſh- 
bly by the oratory and comments of lawyers be charged 
with many crimes, which from his very ſoul he abhors ; 
and conſequently may be ruined in his fortunes, and left 
to rot among thieves in ſome ſtinking jayl, merely for 
miſtaking the purlicus of the law. I have known in my 
life-time a printer proſecuted and convicted for publith- 
ing a“ pamphlet, where the author's intentions, I am 
conſident, were as good and innocent as thoſe of a mar- 
tyr at his laſt prayers. I did very lately, as I thought 
it my duty, preach to the people under my inſpection 
upon the ſubject of Mr Wood's coin; and although J 
never hcard that my ſermon gave the leaſt offence, as 1 
am ſure none was intended, yet, if it were now printed 
and publiſhed, I cannot ſay, I would inſure it from the 
hands of the common hangman, or my own perſon from 
thoſe of a meſſenger. 

I have heard the late chief juſtice Holt affirm, that in 
all criminal cafes the moſt favourable interpretation ſhould 
be put upon words, that they can pothbly bear. You 
meet the ſame poſition aſſerted in many trials for the 
greateſt crimes ; though often very ill practiſed by the 
perpetual corruption of judges. And I remember at a 
trial in Kent, where Sir George Rook was indicted for 
calling a gentleman knave and villain, the lawyer for the 
defendant brought off his client by alledging, that the 
words were not injurious; for knave in the old and true 
{ignification imported only a ſcrvant; and villain in latin, 
is dillicus, which is no more than a man employed in 
country labour, or rather a baily. 

If Sir John Holt's opinion were a ſtandard maxim for 
all times and circumſtances, any writer with a very ſmall 
meaſure of diſcretion might caſily be ſafe ; but I doubt 
in practice it hath been frequently controlled, at leaſt be- 
fore his time : for I take it to be an old rule in law. 

1 have read, or heard, a paſſage of hgnor Leti an 
Italian; who being in London, buſying himſelf with writ- 


* Cuppnjcd to be, A propoſal for the univerſal uſe of Iriſh 
manpviectures, dritten by the auii v. 
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ing the hiſtory of England, told king Charles the ſecond, 
that he endeavoured as much as he could to avoid giving 
offence, but found it a thing impoſſible, although he 
ſhould have been as wiſe as Solomon. The king anſwer- 
ed, that if this were the cafe, he had better employ his 
time in writing proverbs as Solomon did: but Leti lay 
under no public neceſſity of writing; neither would Eng- 
land have been one half-penny the better or the worle, 
whether he writ or no. 

This I mention, becauſe I know it will readily be ob- 
jected ; what have private men to do with the public ? 
what call had a drapier to turn politician, to meddle in 
matters of ſtate? would not his time have been better 
employed in looking to his ſhop; or his pen in writing 
proverbs, elegies, ballads, garlands, and wonders ? he 
would then have been out of all danger of proclamations, 
and proſecutions. Have we not able magiſtrates and 
counſellors hourly watching over the public-weal ? All 
this may be true : and yet when the addreſſes from both 
houſes of parliament againſt Mr Wood's half-pence fail- 
ed of ſucceſs, if ſome pen had not been employed to in- 
form the people how far they might icgally proceed in 
refuſing that coin, to detect the fraud, the artifice, and 
inſolence of the cuiner, and to lay open the molt ruinous 
conſequences to the whole kingdom, which would inevi- 
tably follow from the currency of the ſaid coin, I might 
appeal to many hundred thouſand people, whether any 
one of them would ever have had the courage or ſagacity 
to refuſe it. 

If this copper ſhould begin to make its way among the 
common 1gnorant people, we are inevitably undone. It 
is they, who give us the grcateſt apprehenſion, being 
cally frighted, and greedy to ſwallow miſ-informations : 
for, it every man were wiſe enough to underſtand his own 
intereſt, which is every man's principal ſtudy, there 
would be no need of pamphlets upon this occaſion: but 
as things ſtand, I have thought it abſolutely neceſſary 
from my duty to God, my king, and my country, to in- 
form the people, that the proclamation lately ifſued a- 
gainſt the drapier doth not in the leaſt affect the caſe of 
Mr Wood and his coin; but only refers to certain para- 
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graphs in the drapier's laſt pamphlet +, (not immediately 
relating to his ſubject, nor at all to the merits of the 
cauſe) which the government was pleaſed to diſlike ; fo 
that any man has the ſame liberty to reject, to write, 
and to declare againſt this coin, which he had before : 
neither is any man obliged to believe, that thoſe honour- 
able perſons {whereof you are the firſt) who ſigned that 
memorable proclamation againſt the drapier, have at all 
changed their opiaions with regard to Mr Wood, or his 
Coin. 

Therefore concluding myſelf to be thus far upon a ſafe 
and ſure foot, I ſhall continue upon any proper occaſion, 
as God enables me, to reviye and preſerve that ſpirit raiſ- 
ed in the nation (whether the real author were a real 
drapier or no is little to the purpoſe) againſt this horrid 
deſign of Mr Wood; at the fame time carefully watch- 
ing every ſtroke of my pen, and venturing only to incur 
the public cenſure of the world as a writer, not of my 
lord chict juitice Whirſhed as a criminal. Whenever an 
order thall come out by authority, forbidding all men up- 
on the higheſt penalties to offer any thing in writing or 
diſcourſe againſt Mr Wood's half- pence, I ſhall certainly 
ſubmit. However, if that ſhould happen, I am deter- 
mined to be ſomewhat more than the lait man in the king- 
dom to receive them; becauſe I will never receive them 
at all: for although I know how to be ſilent, I have not 
yet learned to pay active obedience againſt my conſcience, 
and the public ſatery. 

I defire to put a caſe, which I think the d rapier in 
ſome of his books hat! put before me; although not ſo 
bully as it requires. 

You know the copper ha!f-pence in England are coin- 
ed by the public; and every picce wo th pretty near the 
value of the copper. Now ſuppoſe, that, inſtead of the 
public coinage, a patent had been granted to ſome pri- 
rare, obſcure perſon for coining a proportionable quanti- 
ty of copper in that kingdom, to what Mr Wood is pre- 
paring iu this; and all of it at leait five times below the 
intt inlic vekic : the current hong of England is reckon- 
+ The 4:h letter, 
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ed to be twenty millions; and ours under f five hundred 
thouſand pounds: by this computation, as Mr Wood 
bath power to give us 108,000 pounds; fo the patentee 
in England, by the ſame proportion might circulate four 
millions three hundred and twenty thouſand pounds ; be- 
ſides as much more by ſtealth and counterfeits. I de- 
fire to know from you, whether the parliament might not 
have addreſſed upon ſuch an occaſion ; what fucceſs they 
y would have had; and how many drapiert would 

have riſen to peſter the world with pamphlets : yet that 
kingdom would not be ſo great a ſufferer as ours in the 
like caſe; becauſe their caſh would not be conveyed into 
foreign countries, but lic hid in the cheſts of cautious, 
thrifty men until better times. Then I deſire for the ſa- 
tisfaftion of the public, that you will pleaſe to inform 
me, why this country is treated in ſo very different a 
manner in a point of ſuch high importance; whether it 
be on account of Poining's act; of ſubordination ; depen- 
dence ; or any other term of art, which I ſhall not con- 
teſt, but am too dull to underſtand. | 
I am very ſenſible, that the good or ill ſucceſs of Mr 
Wood will affect you leſs than any perſon of conſequence 
in the kingdom; becauſe I hear you are fo prudent as to 
make all your purchaſes in England; and truly ſo would 
I, if I had money, although 1 were to pay a hundred 
years purchaſe ; becauſe I ſhould be glad to poſſeſs a free- 
hold, that could not be taken from me by any law, to 
which I did not give my own conſent : and where I ſhould 
never be in danger of receiving my rents in mixt copper 
at the loſs of fixteen ſhillings in the pound. You can 
hve in eaſe and plenty at Pepper-hara in Surry; and 
therefore I thought it extremely generous and public ſpi- 
nted in you to be of the kingdom's fide in this diſpute by 
ſhewing without reſerve your. diſapprobation of Mr 
Woods deſign; at leaſt if you have been fo frank to o- 
thers as you were to me; which indeed I could not but 
wonder at, conſiderirg how much we differ in other 


points; and therefore I could get but few believers, when 


I It is ſince [rank to co, cool. 
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I attempted to juſtify you in this article from your own 
words. 
I would humbly offer another thought, which I do 
not remember to have fallen under the drapier's obſer- 
vation, If theſe half-pence ſhould once gain admittance, 
it is agrecd, that in no long ſpace of time, what by the 
clandeſtine practices of the coiner, what by his own coun- 
terfeits, and thoſe of others either from abroad or at 
home, his limited quantity would be tripled upon us, un- 
til there would not be a grain of gold or filver viſible in 
the nation. This in my opinion would lay a heavy charge 
the crown by creating a neceſſity of tranſmitting 
money from England to pay the falaries at leaſt of the 
principal civil officers : for I do not conceive how a judge 
{for inſtance) could ſupport his dignity with a thouſand 
pounds a year in Wood's coin; which would not intrin- 
fically be worth near two hundred. To argue that theſe 
half-pence, if no other coin were current, would anſwer 
the general ends of commerce among ourſelves, is a great 
miltake, and the drapier hath made that matter too clear 
to admit an anſwer, by ſhewing us what every owner of 
land muſt be forced to do with the products of it in ſuch 
a diſtreſs. You may read his remarks at large in his ſe- 
cond or third letter; to which I refer you. 
Before 1 concede, I cannot but obferve, that for ſe- 


veral months paſt there have more papers been written in 


this town, ſuch as they are, all upon the beſt public prin- 
ciple, the love of our country, than perhaps hath been 
known in any other nation in ſo ſhort a time: 1 ſpeak in 
general from the drapier down to the maker of ballad: ; 
and all without any regard to the common motives of 
writers; which are profit, favour, and reputation. As 
to profit, I am aſſured by perſons of credit, that the beſt 
ballad upon Mr Wood will not yield above a groat to the 
author; and the unfortunate adventurer Harding f de- 
clares he never _ the drapier any preſent, except one 
pair of ſciſſars. As to favour, whoever thinks to make 
his court by 3 ing Mr Wood is not very deep in poli- 
tics. And as to reputation, certainly no man of worth 


; The printer of the drapicr's letters, 
and 
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and learning would employ his pen upon ſo tranſitory a 
ſubject, and in ſo obſcure a corner of the world, to diſ- 
tinguiſh himſelf as an author. So that I look upon my 
ſelf, the drapier, and my numerous brethren, to be all 
true patriots in our ſeveral degrees. 

All that the public can expect for the future is, only to 
be ſometimes warned to beware of Mr Wood's half- 
pence; and to be referred for conviction to the drapier's 
reaſons. For a man of the molt ſuperior underſtanding 
will find it impoſſible to make the beſt uſe of it, while he 
writes in conſtraint ; perpetually ſoftening, correcting, or 
blotting out expreſſions, for fear of bringing his printer, 
or himſelf, under a proſecution from my lord chief juſtice 
Whitſhed. It calls to my remembrance the madman in 
don Quixote, who, being ſoundly beaten by a weaver for 
letting a ſtone (which he always carried on his ſhoulder) 
fall upon a ſpaniel, apprehended that every cur he met 
was of the fame ſpecics. 

For theſe reaſons I am convinced, that what I have 
now written will appear low and inſipid; but if it contri- 
butes in the leaſt to preſerve that union among us for op- 
poſing this fatal project of Mr Wood, my pains will not 
be altogether loſt. | 

I ſent theſe papers to an eminent lawyer (and yet a 
man of virtue and learning into the bargain) who after 
many alterations returned them back with affuring me 
that they arc perfectly innocent; without the leaſt mix- 
ture of treaſon, rebellion, ſedition, malice, diſaffection, 
reflection, or wicked inſinuation whatſoever. 

If the bellman of each pariſh, as he goes his circuit, 
would cry out every night, paſt twelve a clock; beware 
sf Wood's half-pence ; it would probably cut off the oc- 
caſion for publiſhing any more pamphlets, provided that 
in country towns it were done upon market-days. For 
my own part, as ſoon as it ſhall be determined, that it is 
pot againſt law, I will begin the experiment in the liberty 
of St Patrick's; and hope my example may be followed 
in the whole city. But if authority mall think fit to for- 
bid all writings, or diſcourſes upon this ſubject, except 
ſuch as are in favour of Mr Wood, I will obey as it be- 
comes me; only when J am in danger of burſting, I will 

go 
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go and whiſper among the reeds, not any reflection up- 
on the wiſdom of my countrymen; but only theſe few 
words, BEW ARE OF WOOD's H.{LF-PENCE. 


I am, 
with due reſpect, 
your moſs obedient, 


Deanry-houſe, humble ſervant, 
OR, 26, 1724. | 


AN 


E 


An humble ADDRESS to both Houſes of 
PaRLIANIENT F. 


By NM. B. DaArIEA. 


Multa gemens 3 plagaſque ſuperbi 


V ietoris. 


Have been told, that petitions and addreſſes, to ei- 
ther king or parliament, are the right of every ſub- 
ject; provided they conſiſt with that reſpect, which is duc 
to princes and great aſſemblies. Neither do 1 remember, 
that the modeſt pr9p/als or opinizns of private men have 
been ill received, when they have not been delivered in 
the ſtyle of advice; which is a preſumption far from my 
thoughts. However, if props/als ſhould be looked upon 
as too aſſuming ; yet I hope, every man may be ſuffered 
to declare his own and the nation's awi/hes. For, in- 
ſtance; I may be allowed to , that ſome further 
laws were enactcd for the advancement of trade, for the 
improvement of agricu/ture, now ſtrangely neglected a- 
gainſt the maxims of all wife nations: for ſupplying the 
manifeſt defects in the acts concerning the plantation of 
trees : for ſetting the poor to work ; and many others, 
Upon tus principle I may venture to affirm, it is the 


$ This aldczfs is without a date, but it appears to have been 
_ written during tlie tir{t ſeſʒion of parliament in lord Carteret's 
government, thou," it did not appear till it was inſerted with 
the preceding letter in the Publin edition of 1735. 

Among oiher accuracies in the Irith edition, two dates are a. 
fizned to the Fuliowing tract; in the advertiſement prefixed it is 
ſaid ty have been written the ar{t ſeſſion of Carterct's govern- 
ment, aud iu the title page to be written before his arrival. 


Hawkes, 
| hearty 


120 THE DRAPIER's LETTERS. 


hearty wwi/> of the whole nation, very few ex 

that the parliament in this ſeſſion would begin by ſtrictly 
examining into the deteſtable fraud of one Fillam Wood, 
now or late of London, hard-ware- man; who z//egally and 
cland:;/tizely, as appears by your own votes and addreſ- 
ſes, procurcd a patent in Ergland for coining half-pence 
in that kingdom to be current here. This, I ſay, is the 
avi/h of the whole nation, tery ſew excepted ; and upon 
account of thoſe ſerv is more ſtrongly and juſtly the a 
of the re{t : thoſe c conſiſting either of Wood's confe- 
derates, ſome obſcure tradeſmen, or certain bold UN- 
DERTAKERS of weak judgment and ſtrong ambition, 
who think to {ind their account in the ruin of the nation 
by ſecuring or advancing themſelves. And becauſe ſuch 
men proceed upon a {y {tera of politics, to which I would 
fain hope you will be always utter ſtrangers, I ſhall hum- 
bly lay it before you. 

Be pleaſed to p e mc in a (ation of fifteen hundred 
pounds a year, {: T4 and perqui :lites ; and likewiſe poſ- 
ſeſſed of 800“. a year real eſtate. Then ſuppoſe a de- 
ſtructire project to be on fout; ſuch for inſtance as this 
of Wot d; Which, if it ſuccced, in all the conſequences 
naturally to be c:pctcd from it muſt ſink the rents and 
wealth of the kingdom one half, (although I am confi- 
dent, it void hive done fo tive fxths.) Suppoſe, I 
CONce1,e tl at t. od CYMUMLOUARE TS on priy ately ſupporting 


tus projet, au e,. 1h2/e 45 a J expe? to be pre- 
ſerved, e dt. nothing then remains, but to 
commute: ballance my gain and my loſs, and ſum up 
the 1 ſuppoſe that I thall keep my employment 
tern 55 tx mention the fair chance of a better. 
Tl. a vear amounts in ten years to 150007. 
M. ot! 


: tuc.cf3 of the ſaid project ſinks 4001. 
a ver; wich it twenty years purchaſe, is but 8000 . 
fo that i am a clear priner of 70007. upon the ballance. 
And during all that period I am poſefied of p t and 
credit, can gratify my Javourite „ and take vengeance on 


my enemies. And if the projet miſcarry, my private 


merit is ſtill entire. This grit ui, as horrible as it 
appears, I {19winz!; affirm to have been practiſed, and 
applicd in conjunctures, whereon depended the ruin or 


ſafety of a nation: e probably the charity and vir- 


rue 
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tue of a ſenate will hardly be induced to believe, that 
there can be ſuch monſters among mankind. And yet 
the wile lord Bacon mentions a ſort of people, (I doubt 
the race is not yet extinct) who would /et A houſe an fire 
for the convenience of roaſting their own eggs at the 
tlame. | | 

But whoever is old enough to remember, and hath 
rurned his thoughts to obſerve the courle of public affairs 
in this kingdom from the ume of the rovo/u7i572, muſt ac- 
knowlege, that the higheſt points of intereſt and liberty 
have been often ſacrificed to the avarice and ambition of 
particular per ſons upon the very principles and arithmetic, 
that 1 have ſuppoſed: the only wonder is, how theſe 
artiſts were able to prevail upon numbers, and influence 
even public aſſeniblies to become inſtruments for etfecting 
their exccrable deſigns. 

It is, I think, in all conſcience /atitude enough for 
dice, if a man in //ation be allowed to act injuſtice upon 
the aſuul principles of getting a bribe, wreaking his ma- 
lice, ſerving his party, or conſulting his preferment, 
while his wickedneſs terminates in the ruin only of parti- 
cular perſons. But to deliver up our whs/e country, 
and every living foul who inhabits it, to certain deſtructi- 
on, hath not, as I remember, been permitted by the 
molt favourable caſui/?s on the fide of crruption. It 
were far better, that all who have had the misfortune to 
be born in this kingdom, thould be rendered incapable of 
holding any imployment whatſoever above the degree of 
a conſtable, (according to the ſcheme aud intention of a * 
great miniſter gone ts his own place ] than to live under 
the daily apprehenſion of a few falſe brethren among our- 
ſelves. Becauſe, in the former caſe we ſhould be whol- 
ly free from the danger of being betrayed; ſince none 
2 then have impudence enough to pretend any public 
300d. 

Ir is true, that in this deſperate aſfair of the new hal/- 
pence I have not heard of any man above my own degree 
of a ſhop-keceper to have been hitherto ſo bold, as in 47 
rect terms to vindicate the fatal project; although l have 
been told of ſome very mollifying expre/ions which were 


Y The late Earl of Sunderland. 


uſed, 
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uſed, and very gentle expedients propoſed and handed a- 
bout, when it firlt came under debate: but ſince the eyes 
of the people have been fo far opened, that the molt ig- 
norant can plainly fee their own ruin in the ſucceſs of 
Wood's attempt, theſe grand compounders have been 
more cautious. | 

But that the ſame ſpirit (till ſubſiſts, hath manifeſtly 
appeared (among other inſtances of great compliance) 
from certain circumſtances, that have attended ſome /ate 
proceedings in a court of judicature, There is not 
any common-place more frequently inſiſted on by thoſe, 
who treat of our conſtitution, than the great happineſs 
and cxcellency of trials by juries; yet if this bleſſed part 
of our law be eludible at pleafure by the force of power, 

frowns and artifice, we ſhall have little reaſon to boaſt 
of our advantage in this particular over other ſtates or 
kingdoms ia Europe. And furely theſe 4:gh proceedings, 
excrciſed in a point that ſo nearly concerned the I//e- 
blood of the people, their neceſſary ſubſiſtence, their very 
food and raiment, and even the public peucr, will not al- 
low any favourable appearance ; becaufe it was obvious, 
that ſo much /iperabundant teal could have no other de- 
ſign, or produce any other effect, than to damp that /p;- 
rit raiſed in the nation againſt this accurſed ſcheme of 
William Wood and his abett2rs; to which /þirit alone 
we owe, and for ever mult owe, our being /:therts pre- 
{crved, and our hopes of being preſerved for the future, 
if it can be kept up, and ſtrongly countenanced by y-ur 
wiſe aſſemblics. 1 with I could account for ſuch a de- 
meanor upon a more charitat!c found:tion, than that of 
putting our intereſt in over-ballance with the ruin of our 
country. 

I remember ſome months ago, when this affair was 
freſh in diſcourſe, a perſon nearly allied ro SOMEBODY, 
or (as the hawkers called him) NOBODY, who was 
thought deeply concerned, went about very diligertly a- 
mong his acquaintance to ſhew the bad conſequences, that 


* By chief juſtice Whitſhel, whoſe method with a jury may 
be ſcen in the note which tullows the propofol for the w/c of Irilh 
manufactures, and that at the cud of’ advice 16 2 graud- 
roy. Howe, 


might 
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might follow from any public reſentment to the diſadvan- 
tage of his ally, Mr Wood; principally alledging the 
danger of all employments being diſpoſed of from Eng- 
lind. One of theſe em/ſaries came to me, and urged 
the fame teig 1 anſwered naturally, that I knew there 
was no office of aur kind, which a man from England 
might not have, if he thought it worth his aſking ; and 
that I looked upon all who had the diſadvantage of being 
born here, as only in the condition of /eafers and gleun- 
ers, Neither could I forbear mentioning the known fable 
of the countryman, who entreated his of to fly for tear 
of being taken by the enemy; but the als refuſed to give 
himſclf that trouble, and upon a very wiſe reaſon ; ba- 
cauſe he could not poſſibly change his preſent maſter for 
a wirſe : the ehen could not make him fare harder, 
beat him tre cruelly, or load him with feucicr burthens, 

Upon theſe and many other conliderations 1 may affirm 
it to be the ai of the whole nation, that the power and 
privileges of juries were declared, aſcertained, and con- 
firmed by the legiſlature; and that whoever hath been 
manifeſtly known to violate them, might be /?/2,ratized 
by public c:-/ure ; not from any hope that fuch a cenſure 
will amend their practices, or hurt their 7/::2cre/t, (tor it 
may probably operate quite c:ntrary in 5:th ) but that 
the nation may know their enemies from their friends, 

I fay not this with any regard or view to rayſclf ; for 
1 write in great ſecurity; and am reſolved that none ſhall 
merit at my expence, further than by ſhewing their gen 
to diſcover, proſecute and coudemm me for endearouring 
to do my duty in ſerving my country: and yet I am con- 
ſcious to myſelf, that I never had the leuſt intention to 
refect or his majeſty's miniſters, nor on any other per- 
ſon, except William Wood, whom I neither did, nor do 
yet conce:ive to be of hat number. FHowere , fome 
would have it, that / et ts fur: but I ſuppoſe they 
will now allow themſelves miſtaken. I am fure 1 night 
catly have gene ſariber, and I think I could not catily 
have fared wrſ2, And therefore L was no lun cher af- 
fecicd with 14ir proclimatiyn, aid fublequent proceed» 
in gs, than a good clergyman is with the /7:25 of the pro- 
pie. And as to the poor prizier, he is now gone to ap- 

car before a higher, and betorc a rivl tecus Winunal, 
Vol.. III. L 48 
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As my intention is only to lay before your great aſſem- 
blies the general wiſhes of the nation; and as I have al- 
ready declared it our principal av//Þ, that your fr /t pro- 
ceeding would be to examine into the pernicious fraud of 
William Wood; fo I mult add as the univerſal opinion, 
that all ſchemes of commutation, conipaſitian, and the 
like expedients, either acowed or implied, will be of the 
molt pernicious conſequences to the public; againſt the 
dignity of a /ree kingdom; and prove an encouragement 
to future adventurers in the fame deitructive projects. 
For it is a maxim, which no man at preſent diſputes, that 
even a connivance to admit one thouſand pounds in theſe 
half-pence will produce in time the fame ruinous effects, 
as if we openly conſented to admit a million. It were 
therefore iafinitely more ſafe and cligible to leave things 
in the doubtful, melancholy ſtate they are at preſent, 
(which however God torbid) and truſt entirely to the ge- 
ncral averſion of our people againſt this coin, uſing all 
honeſt endeavours to preſerve, continue, and increaſe that 
averſion, than ſubmit to apply thoſe palliatives which 
weak, perfidious, or abjet piliticians are upon all occaft- 
67:7, and in all diſcaſs, fo ready to adminifter, 

In the ſmall compuls of my reading (which however 
hath been more extenſixe than is uſual to men of my in- 
fcrior calling) I have obſerved, that grievances have al- 
ways preceded lier, and if ever grievances had a title 
to ſuch a pre-emiacnce, it mult be this of Wood; becauſe 
it is not only the greateſt gr/-oacy that any country could 
ſufer, but a grievance of ſuch a kind that, if it ſhould 
take effect, would make it impoſſible for us to give any 
ſupplies at all, except in adulterate cfpper ; unleſs a tax 
were laid for paying the civil and military lifts, and the 
large penſions, vith real commoditics inſtead of money; 
which howerer might be liable to ſome few objections as 
well as diilicultics: tor although the co27297e572 ge, might 
be content with CF and muit;n, and wicl, and malt, 
and /o.1th or; yet J am in fome doubt as to the generals, 
the clanelt, the numerous fpenjizrers, the civil officers 
and others, who all live in England upon Irith pay, as 
well vs tele ſow Why rehac among us only becaule they 
can dit help it. | 


here is ene particular, uhich althcugh I have men- 
tioned 
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tioned more than once in ſome of my former papers, yet 
1 cannot forbear to repeat, and a little enlarge upon it; 
becauſe I do not remember to have read or heard of the 
like in the hiſtory of any age or country; neither do 1 
ever reflect upon it without the utmoſt et. 

After the unanunous addreſſes to his facred majeſty a- 
gainſt this patent of Wood from both houſcs of parlia- 
ment, which are the three eftates of the kingdom; and 
likewiſe an addreſs from the privy council, to whom un- 
der the chief governors the whole adminiſtration is in- 
truſted; the matter is referred to a comnuttee of council 
in London, Wood and his ulherents are heard on one 
fide ; and a few volunteers without any truſt or direction 
from hence, on the other. The queſtion (as I remem- 
ber) chiefly turned upon the want of +aul/-pence in Ire- 
land: witneſſes are called on the behalf of Wood (of 
what credit I have formerly ſhewn® :) upon the iſſue the 
patent is found goud aud legal; all his majeſty's officers 
here (not excepting the mz/tur; } commanded to be aid- 
ing and aſſiſting to make it etectuai ; the addreiies of both 
houſes of parliament, of the privy council, and of the city 
of Dublin, the declarations of moſt countics and corpora- 
tions through the kingdom, are altogether laid aſide as 
of no weight, conſequence, or conſideration wharſoerer; 
and the v hole kingdom of Icelacd 1224, ated iu default of 
appearance; as if it were a private cauſe between John 
Dow, plaiatiff, and William Row, defendant. 

With great reſpect to thoſe honourable perſons, the 
committee of council in London, I have not underiicod 
them to be our £200r7297s, e945fllors, or judeos, Nei- 
ther did our caſc tura at all upon the queftion, whether 
Ireland wanted 4o{/-pence, For there is no doubt, but 
we do want both half-pence, gold, and ilver; and 
we have numberleſt other wits, and ſome that we are 
not ſo much as allowed to name, although they are pecu- 
liar to this nation, to which no other is ſubjet, whom 
God hath bleſſed wit!r re//2/cz and /aws, or any degree 
of Vi and ſ:r:/hine : but for what demerit, on our ide | 
am altogether in the dark. | 
But 1 do not remember, that our want of haif-peace 
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was either firmed, or denied in any of our addreſſes or 
declararions agaioſt thoſe of Wood, We alledged the 
Fraudalent obtuiting and executing his patent, the baſe- 
refs of his metal, and the prodigious ſum to be comed, 
which might be increuſed by ttcalt!:, from foreign impor- 
tation, aud his own counterfeits, as well as thoſe at home; 
whereby we muit infallibly loſe all our little gold and ſil- 
ver, and all our poor remainder of a very limited and 
aiſceurized trade. We urged, that the patent was paſ- 
ſed without the leaſt refereace hither ; and without men- 
tion of any ſecurity given by Wood to receive his own 
half-pecce upon demand; both which are contrary to all 
former proceedings in the like cafes. Theſe, and many 
other arguments we offered; but {till the patent went on, 
and at this day our ruin would have been half compleat- 
ed, if God in his mercy had not raiſed an univerſal deteſ- 
tation of theſe haif-pence in the whole kingdom, with a 
firm reſolution never to receive them, fince we are not 
under obligations to do fo by any lav either human or 
div. nv. | | 

But, in the name of God ard of all fair and fety, 
when te king's majeſty was plealed that this patent ſnould 
Pais, is it not to be underſtood, that he conceived, belie v- 
ed, ard intended it as a grucious act, for the good and 
benefit of his fibjefTs, for the advantage of a great and 
fruitfol kingdom; of the molt. /2yaul kingdom upon earth, 
where no fand or wyice waz ever lifted up againſt him; 
a Lingdom, where the paſſage is not of three hours from 
Britain, and a kingdom where papi//s have leſs poaver, 
and leſs aud than in England? Can it be denied, or 
doubted, that his majeſty's miniſters underſtood and pro- 
pofed the fame end, the g of this nutlau, when they 
«dvifed the paſſing this patent? Can the eu of V 0d 
b otherwife regarded, than as the in/{rument, the we- 
ef ani, ths head-wrkman, to prepare his furnace, his 
fucl, his metal, and his ſtamps? If 1 employ a /52-boy, 
ie it in view to his advantage, or to my own con cnicnce? 
1 mention the perſon of William Wood alone; becauſe 
1; cer appcars, and we are not to reaſon upon ſur- 
ils; re.ther would it avail, if they had a real foun- 
dation, 

Allowing therefore, (for we cannot do lcfs) that this 

Patent 


* 


KETTE YE 127 


patent for the coining of half -· pence was wholly intended 
by a gracious king, and a w//e public-ſpirited miaiſiry, 
for the advantage of Ireland; yet when the whole king- 
dom to a man, for whoſe good the patent was deſigned, 
do upon matureſt conſideration univerſally join in openly 
declaring, proteſting, addreſſing, petitioning againſt theſe 
half-pence, as the moſt ruinous projet that ever was ſet | 
on foot to compleat the ſlavery and deſtruction of a poor 
innocent country: is it, was it, can it, or will it ever 
be a queſtion, not whether ſuch a kingdom, or Wiiliam 
Wood, ſhould be a gainer; but whether ſuch a kingdom 
ſhould be whelly undone, deſtrared, ſunt, deprpulated, 
made a ſcene of miſery and deſelatian, for the fake of 
William Wood? God of his infinite mercy avert this 
dreadful judgment; and it is our univerſal w//, that God 
- would put it into your hearts to be his initruments for fo 
good a work. 

For my own part, who am but one man, of cbicure 
condition, I do folemnly declare in the preſence of al- 
mighty God, that I will ſuffer the molt ignominious and 
torturing death rather than fubmit to reccive this arcirr fe 
ed cin, or any ether that ſhall be liable to the ſame ob- 
jections, until they ſhall be forced upon me by a law cf 
my own tte; and if that ſhall ever happen, I wil 
tranſport my ſelf into ſome Horelun land, and cut the Cre 
of povert; among a ree people. 

Am [I legally puniſhable tor theſe expreTons ; ſhall & 
mother proclamation fue againſt me, becauſe 1 preſume 
to take my country's part againit Wilham Wood, where 
her final deſtruction is intended? But whenever you [hull 
pleaſe to impoſe //cnce upon me, 1 will ſubmit; becauſe 
I look upon your u2arti294; V3ice to be the tice of the 
nation; and this I have been taught, and do believe, to 
be in ſome manner the vie of God. 

The great ignominy of a whole kingdom lying ſo long 
at neray under ſo vie an adverſary, is fach a deplorable 
aggravation, that the utmoſt expreſiuns of theme and 
rage are too low to ſet it forth: and thereture 1 fhail 
leave it to receive ſuch a reſentment, as is worthy of a 
parliament. | 

it is ikewife our aniverfal a, that his majeſty ſhould 
grant liberty to coin half-pence in this kingdom for our 
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own uſe, under ſuch reſtriction as a parliament here ſhall 
adviſe : fince the power of coining even gold and filver 
is poſſeſſed by every petty prince abroad; and was always 

ractiſcd by Scotland to the very time of the uzion; yet 
Lively Scotland as to foil, climate, and extent, is not in 
itſclf a fourth part the value of Ireland; (for biſhop Bur- 
net fays, it is not above the ſortieth part in value to the 
reſt of Britain) and with reſpect to the profit that Eng- 
land gains from hence, not the forty thouſandth part. 
Although I mutt confeſs, that a ute in the eye, or a 
thorn in the fide, is more dangerous and painful than a 
beam or a ſpike at a diſtance. 

Th: hiſtories of England, and of moit other countries, 
abound in relating the nuferable, and ſometimes the moſt 
tragical effects from the abuſes of cein by debaſing the 
metal, by leſſening or enhancing the value upon accafrons, 


to the public loſs; of which we have an example within 


cur ov/n memory in England, and another very lately in 
trance. It is the zenderi/? point of government, affect- 
ing cvery individual in the higheſt degree. When the 
value of money is arbitrary or unſettled, ro man can well 
be {aid ro have any property at all; nor is any wound fo 
ſuddenly felt, fo hardly cured, or that leaves fuck deep 
and laſting fears behind it. 

I conceive this poor unhappy iſland to have a title to 
ſome i144/5.;:54 from England; not only upon the ſcore 
of chri//.anit', natural city, and the general rights of 
maniind, but ciueily ca account of that immenſe profit 
they reccive from us; v ichout which that Kingdom would 
make a very diferent gore wn Europe, from what it doth 
4 preſent. 

The rents of land in Ireland, fince they have been / 
late fo enormoully raifed and ferewed up, may be com- 
puted to about two nulhons; whereof one third part at 
leaſt is dircctly tranſimittied to thoſe, who are perpetual 
«vicntees in England; as I find by a computation made 
with the aflttance of fer oral ſkiifull gentlemen, 

Ihe other arucles, by which we wer altogether loſers 
and Fnoplond a gainer, we fourd to amount to almoſt as 
uch more. 5 | 

1 will only ſet dewn as many heads of them as I can 
remember, 


. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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remember, ard leave them to the conſideration of thoſe; 
who underſtand accounts better than I pretend to do. 

The «cc4/ional abſences, for buſineſs, health, or di- 
verſion, | 

Three fourths of the revenue of the chief governor, 
during his abſcnce ; which is uſually four bfths of his go- 
vernment. 

The whole revenue of the po/?-2ffice. 

The numerous penſions paid to perſons in England. 

The pay of the chief officers of the army abſent in 
England, which is a grear ſum. 

Four commiſſioners of the revenue, always abſent. 

Civil employments very numerous, and of great in- 
come. 

The vaſt charge of appeals to the houſe of lords, and 
to the court of delegates. 

Students at the inns of court, and the two univerſities. 

Eivhty thouſand pounds ſent yeari to England for 
coals; wh-reof the prime colt is nothing, and therefore 
the profit wholly theirs. 

One hundred theufand pounds paid ſeveral years paſt 
for corn ſent over hither from Englund; the cite& of our 
own gre! * in diſcouraging agriculture, 

The iu liberty granted us of wearing Indian ſtuffs, 
and callicocs, to gratify the vanity and foily of our wo- 
men; which, beſides the profit to England“, is an in- 
conceivable loſs to us, forcing the weavers to beg in our 
ſtreets, or tranſport themſelves to foreign countries, 

The prodigious loſs to us, and gain to England, by 
ſelling them a// our au at their own rates; whereof 
the manufacture exceeds above ten times the prime colt ; 
a preceeding without example in the chriſtian or heathen 
world. 

Our own wWw-/ returned upon us in Engliſh manufactures 
to our inſinitc ſhame and damage, and the great advan- 
tage of England, | 

The full profit of all our 74zes accruing to England; 
an effect of great negligence and ſtupidity. 


* From whence theſe commodities were exported to Ireland, 
the Eaſt- India company only having a right to import them 
from the country in which they are manufactured. Hawkef. 
AN 
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An affectation among us of liking all kind of goods made 
in England ®, 

Theſe and many other articles, which I cannot recol- 
le& art preſent, are agreed by judicious men to amount to 
near ſeven hundred thouſand pounds per ann. clear pro- 
fit to England. And upon the whole, let any man look 
into thoſe authors who write upon the ſubject of com- 
merce, he ſhall find, that there is not one fingle article 
in the eſſentials or circumſtances of trade, whereby a 
country can be a /cſer, which we do not poſſeſs in the 
higheſt perfection; ſomewhat in every particular, that 
bears a kind of analogy to William Wood; and now the 
branches are all cut off, he ſtands ready with his ax at 
the root. | 

Upon this ſubject of perpetual abſentees 1 have ſpent 
ſome time in very inſigniſicant reflections; and conſider- 
ing the uſual motives of human actions, which are plea- 
ſure, profit, and ambition, I cannot yet comprehend how 
thoſe perſons find their account in ary of the three, I 
ſpeak not of thoſe Engliſh peers or gentlemen, who be- 
2 their eſtates at home have poſſeſſions here, for in that 
caſe the matter is deſperate; but I mean thoſe lords, and 
wealthy knights, or ſquires, whoſe birth and partly their 
education and all their fortune (except ſome trifle, and 
that in a very few inſtances) are in this kingdom. 1 
knew many of them well enough during ſeveral yeais, 
when { reſided in England; and truly I could not diſco- 
ver, that the fgure they made was by any means a ſub- 
ject for entu, at leaſt it gave me tws very different paſ- 
ftons, For, excepting the advantage of going now and 
then to an ger, or ſumetimes appearing behind a creucdt 
at court, or adding to the ring of ccc, in Hide-Park, 
or loſing their money at the chi- he,, or getting 
news, votes, and minutes about ſive days before us in 
Dublin; I ſav, beides theſe and a few other privileges 
of leſt importance, their temptations to live in London 
were beyond my know lege or conception. And I uſed to 
wonder, how a man of birth and ſpirit could endure to 


* Many of the above articles have been fince particularly 
computed by another writer, to whoſe treatif; the reader is re- 
ferred. Hut,. | 

be 
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be wholly inſignificant and obſcure in a foreign country, 
when he might live with luſtre in Hi own ; and even at 
leſs than half that expence, which he /frains himſelf to 
make without obtaining any ane end, except that which 
happened to the Vg, when he would necds contend for 
fize with the ox. I have been told by ſcholars, that 
Cæſar faid he would rather be the f man in I know not 
what village, than the ſecond in Rome. This perhaps 
was a thought only fit for Cæſar: but to be preceded by 
thouſands and neglected by millizns ; to be wholly with- 
out power, figure, influence, honour, credit, or diſti ncti- 
on, is not in my poor opinion a very amiable ſituation of 
life to a perſon of tiile or wealth, who can ſo cheaply and 
eaſily ine in his native courtry. 

But, beſides the depopulating of the kingdom, the 
leaving ſo many parts of it wild and uncultivated, the 
ruin of jo many country {cats and plantations, the cutting 
down all the woods to ſupply expences in England; the 
abſence of ſo many ncble ard wealthy perſons hath been 
the cauſe of arother fatal conſequence, which few per- 
haps have beea aware of. For if that very corfederable 
number of lords, who poſſeſs the ampleſt fortunes here, 
had been content to lite at home, ard attend the affairs 
of their own country in parliament ; the weight, reputa- 
tion, and dignity thereby added to that noble houſe would 
in all human probability have preverted certain proceed- 
ings, which arc row ever te be lamented, becauſe they 
never can be remed:ed : and we might have then decided 
our own freperties aviong ourſelces, without being forc- 
ed to travel five hundred miles by ſea and land to auer 
kingdom for juſtice, to our infinite expence, vexation, 
and trouble; which is a mark of fervitude without ex- 
ample from the pracice of any age or nation in the world. 

I have ſometimes wondered, upon what motives the 
peerage of England were ſo deſirous to determine our 
controverſies; becauſe I have been aſſured, and partly 
&kngw, that the frequent el from hence have been 
very irk/;7ze to that illuſtrious body: and whoever hath 
frequented the painted chamber and courts of requeſts 
muſt have obſerved, that they are never ſo bly filled, 
as when an Iriſh appeal is ur.der debate, 

The peers of Scotland, who arc very numerous, were 

content 


| 
| 
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content to reſide in their caſtles and houſes in that He 
and barren climate; and although ſome of them made 
frequent journies to London, yet I do not remember any 
of their greateſt families, till very lately, to have made 
England their conſtant habitation before the #7i9r : or if 
they did, I am ſure it was generally to their own advan- 
tage; and whatever they got, was employed to cultivate 
and increaſe their own eſtates; and by that means enrich 
themſelves and their country. 

As to the great number of rich abſenteet under the de- 
gree of peers ; what particular ill effects their abſence 
may have upon this kingdom, beſides thoſe already men- 
tioned, may perhaps be too tender a point for me to 
touch. But whether thoſe, who live in another king- 
dom upon great eſtates here, and have loſt all regard to 
their own country, further than upon account of the re- 
venues they receive from it; 1 ſay, whether ſuch perſons 
may not be prevailed on to recommend others to vacant 


ſeats, who have no intereſt here except a precarious em- 


ployment, and conſequently can have no views, but to 
preſerve what they have got, or to be higher advanced: 
this, I am ſure, is a very melancholy queſtion, it be a 
queſtion at all. 

But, beſides the prodigious profit which England re- 
ceives by the tranſmittal thither of two thirds of the re- 
venues of this whole kingdom, it hath another mighty ad- 


vantage by making our country a receptucle, wherein to 


disourden theniſelves of their {perm merary pretenders 
to offices; perſons of ſecond-rate merit in their own coun- 
try, who, /ike birds of paſſage, moit of them thrive and 
fatten here, and fly off when their credit and employments 
arc at an end. So that Ircland may jultly ſay what Lu- 

ther ſaid ot himiclt; P Ireland maketh many rich, 
If amicilt all our diflicultics- I fſhrould venture to aſſert, 
that ve have one great advantage, provided we could im- 
prove it as we ought, I believe moit of my readers would 
be long in conje uring, what e advantage could e- 
ver fall to our mare. Towerer, it is certain, that all 
the regalum foes of party and ſiidtan among us are en- 
tirely robted out, and if any new ones ſhall ſpring up, 
they muit be of -44/ ga generation, without any feed 
at all; aud will jultly be imputcd to a degree of ſtupidity 
beyoad 
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beyond even what we have been ever charged with upon 
the ſcore of our birth-place and climate. 

The parties in this kingdom (including thoſe of mo- 
dern date) are, firſt, of thoſe who have been charged or 
ſuſpected to favour the pretender ; and thoſe, who were 
zealous oppoſers of him. Secondly, of thoſe who were 
for and againſt a toleration of diſſenters by law, Third- 
ly, of hjgh and /ow church; or (to ſpeak in the cant of 
the times) of whig and 4 And fourthly, of court 
and country, If there be any more, they are beyond my 
obſervation or politics: for as to ſubaltern or occaſional 
parties, they have all been derivations from the fame ori- 

nals. 

25 Now it is manifeſt, that all theſe incitements to ſacti- 
on, party, and diviſian are wholly removed from among 
us. For as to the pretender, his cauſe is both deſperate 
and ob/vlete : there are very few now alive, who were 
mea in his father's time, and in that prince's intereſt ; and 
in all others the obligation of conſcience hath no place“: 
even the papifts in general of any ſubſtance or eſtates, 
and their prie/ts almoſt univerſally, are what we cal) 
whips, in the ſenſe which by that word is generally un- 
derſtood. They feel the /rzart, and ſee the ſcars of 
their former <v2unds; and very well know, that they 
muſt be made a /crcrifice to the leaſt attempts towards a 
change ; although it cannot be doubted, that they would 
be glad to have their V tian reitored under any prince 
whatſoever. 

Secondly, the 4i/enter; are now tolerated by law : nei- 
ther do we obſerve any murmurs at preſent from that 
quarter, except thoſe r-aſ;,able complaints they make of 
perſecution, becauſe they are excluded from civil employ- 
ments; but their number being very ſmall in either houſe 
of parliament, they are not 9 in a ſituation to crect a 
farty: becauſe however indidcrent men may be with re- 
gard to religion, they are 19w grown wife enough to 
know, that if ſuch a latitude were allowed to diſſenters, 
the few ſmall employments left us in cities and corpora- 
tions would find other bands to lay hold on them. 


The obligation ariſing from their having ſworn allegiance. 


Hawkey, 


Thirdiy, 
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Thirdly, the diſpute between 4igh and lau church is 
now at an end; two thirds of the 5:/Þops having been 
promoted in hit reign, and molt of them from England, 
who have beſtowed 2// prefermeats in their gift to thoſe 
they could well cane in: the deanries all, except three, 
and many principal church livings, are in the donation of 
the crown : ſo that we already poſſeſs ſuſh a bod) of clergy, 
as will never cngage in controverſy upon that antiquated 
and expe ſubject. 

Laitly, as to curt and country parties, fo famous and 
avowed under molt reigns in Engliſh parliaments: this 
kingdom hath not for ſeveral ycars palt been a proper 
ſcene, whereonto exerciſe ſuch contentions ; and is now leſs 
proper than ever ; many great employments for life being in 
diftavit lands, and the rever/ions diligently watched and 

ecured ; the temporary ones of any inviting value are all 
beſtowed elſcauhere as falt as they drop, and the few re- 


maining are of too low conſideration to create conteſts a- 


bout them, except among younger brothers, or tradeſ- 
men like myſelf. And thereforc, to inſtitute a court and 
country party without materials, would be a very new 
ſyſtem in politics, and what I believe was never thought 
on before; nor unleſs in a nation of idevts can ever ſuc- 
ceed, for the moſt ignorant Iriſh cottager will not /c Hit 
emv [or a great. 

Therefore I conclude, that all party and {971 with 
regard to public proceedings are now extinguiſhed in this 
kingdom“; neither doth it appcar in view how they can 

thbly redive : unleſs ſome new cauſes be adminiſtered; 
which cannot be done without cr the iute ret of 
thoſe, who are the greateſt gainers by continuing the 
fame meaſures, And general calamities without hope of 
redreſs are allowed to be the great aniters of mankind. 

However we may diflike the cau/es, yet this et of 
begetting an univerſal concord among us in all »a/i9na! de- 
bates, us well as in cities, corporations, and country uch 
buruad may keep us at leuſt alive, and in a condition 
to cat the little bread allowed us in peace and ti. | have 
heard of a quarrel in a tavern, where all were at daggers- 


Since this diſccurſe was written, it hath appeared by expe- 
rience, that the author was much miſtaken in his cunjeciures. 
6s draw- 
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drawing, till one of the company cried out, defiring to 
know the ſubjed / the quarrel; which when none of 
them could tell, they put up their ſwords, fat down, and 
paſſed the reſt of the evening in quiet. The ner part 
hath been our caſe, I hope the /atter will be fo too; that 
we ſhall fir dawn amicably together, at leaſt until we have 
ſomething that may give us a title to fall our, ſince nature 
hath inſtructed even a brood of g-//ings to flick together, 
while the Lite is hovering over their heads. 

It is certain, that a firm 1-#-7 in any country, where 
every man wiſhes the ſame thing with relation to the pub- 
lic, may in ſeveral points of the greateſt importance in 
ſome meaſure ſupply the det of poaver and even / thoſe 
rights, avhich are the natural and undoubted inheritance 
of mankind. If the univerſal wi/h of the nation upon 
any point were declared by the unanimous vote of the 
houſe of commons, and a reaſonable number of lords, I 
ſhould think myſelf obliged in conſcience to act in my 
ſphere according to that vote; becauſe in all free nations 1 
take the proper definition of /axv to be, the w1// the 
majority of thoſe who have the property in land; which, 
if there be a monarchy, is to be confirmed by the royal 
aſſent, And although ſuch v or declarations have not 
received ſuch a confirmation for certain accidental rea- 
ſons ; yet I think they ought to be of much weight with 
the /ubje@, provided they neither oppoſe the king's pre- 
rogative, endanger the peace of the nation, nor infringe 
any law already in force ; none of which however can 
reaſonably be ſuppoſed. Thus for inſtance, of nine in 
ten of the houſe of commons, and a reaſonable number 
of native temporal peers, ſhould declare, that whoever 
received or uttered raſ coin, except under certain limi- 
tations and ſecurities, ſhould be deemed as enemies to the 
king and the nation; 1 ſhould think it a heinous fin in 
myſelf to act contrary to ſuch a vote: and if the fame 
power ſhould declare the ſame cure againſt thoſe, who 
wore Indian ſtuffs and callicoes, or auaallen manufactures 
tmported from abroad, whereby this nation is reduced to 
the lowelt cbb of miſcry, I ſhould readily, heartily, and 
chearfully pay obedicnce; and to my utmoſt power per- 
luade others to do the like : becauſe there is no law of 

vor. II. M | _- 
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this land obliging us either to receive ſuch coin, or to 


wear ſuch foreign manufactures. 

* Upon this laſt article I could humbly wiſh, that the 
reverend the c/ergy would ſet us an example by content- 
ing themſelves with wearing gowns and other habiliments 
of Iriſh drapery ; which, as it would be ſome incitement 
to the /aity, and ſet many hands to work, fo they would 
find their advantage in the cheapreſs, which is a circum- 
ſtance not to be neglected by % many among that vene- 
rable body. + And in order to this I could heartily de- 
fire, that the moſt ingenious artiſts of the weaving trade 
would contrive ſome decent ſtuffs and filks for cler;g ymen 
at reaſonable rates. 

I have preſſed ſeveral of our moſt ſubſtantial brethren, 
that the whole corporations of weavers in ſilk and wool- 
len would publiſh ſome propoſals (I with they would do it 
to both houſes of parliament) inviting perſons of all de- 
grees and of both ſexes to wear the woollen and filk ma- 
nufactures of our own country; entering into ſolemn, 
mutual engagements, that the buyer ſhall have good, 
fabitantial, merchantable ware for his money, and at a 
certain rate, without the trouble of cheapening. So that 
if I ſent a child for a piece of ſtaff of a particular colour 
and ſineneſs, I ſhould be fure not to be deceived ; or if 
I had'reafon to complain, the corporation ſhould give me 
immediate ſatisſaction; and the name of the tradeſman, 
who did me the wrong, ſhould be publiſhed; and warn- 
ing given not to deal with him for the future; unleſs the 
matter plainly appcared to be a miſtake : for, beſide the 
trouble of going from thop to ſhop, an ignorant cuſtomer 
runs the hazard of being cheated in the price and good- 
neſs of what he buys, being forced to an unequal com- 
but with a dextrous and diſhoneſt man in his own calling. 
Thus our goods fall under a general diſreputation; and 
the gentry call tor Englith cloth, or ſilk, from an opinion 


* This hath ſince been put in practice by the perſuaſions 
and inſſuence cf the ſippoſed author: but much dcfeatcd by the 
moſt infamous fraud of ſhopkeepers. Hawke. 

+ This ſcheme was likewiſe often urged to the weavers by 
the ſu; pied author; but he could lever prevail on them to put 
it in practice, Hiwbcſ, 

they 


at 


cy 
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they have (and often too juſtly by our own faults) that 
the goodneſs more than makes up for the difference of 
rice. 

: Beſides, it hath been the ſottiſh and ruinous practice 
of us tradeſmen upon any great demand of goods either 
at home or from abroad to raiſe the prices immediately, 
and manufacture the ſaid goods more ſlightly and fraudu- 
lently than before. 

Of theſe foul and fooliſh proceedings too many inſtances 


might be produced; and I cannot forbear mentioning ore 


whereby this poor kingdom hath received ſuch a fatal 
blow in the only article of trade allowed us of any im- 
portance, that nothing but the ſucceſs of Wood's project 
could out-do it. During the late plague in France, the 
Spaniards, who buy their linen cloths in that kingdom, 


not daring to venture thither for fear of infection, a very 


great demand was made here for that commodity, and 
exported to Spain : but, whether by the ignorance of the 
merchants, or diſhoneſty of the northern weavers, or the 
colluſion of both, the ware was fo bad, and the price ſo 
exceſſive, that, except ſome {mall quantity which was fold 
below the prime coſt, the greateſt part was returned: and 
I have been told by very intelligent perſons, that it we 
had been fair dealers, the whole current of the linen trade 
to Spain would have taken its courſe from hence. 

If any puniſhment were to be inflicted on nurbers of 
men, ſurely there could none be thought too great for 
ſuch a race of traytors, and nei, to God and their 
country; who for the proſpect of a little preſent gain do 
not only ruin themſelves (for that alone would be an ex- 
ample to the reſt, and a be H to the nation) but fell 
their ſouls to hell, and their country to de{truſtion. And 
if the plague could have been conſined only to thoſe wha 
were partaters in the guilt, had it travelled hither from 
Marſeilles, thoſe wretches would have died with leſs title 
to pity, than a highway-man going to the gallows. 

But it happens very anluckily, that for ſome time paſt 
all endeavours or propoſals from private perſons to ad- 
vance the public ſervice, however honeltly and innocently 
deſigned, have been called FLy1NG IX THE KING'S 
FACE; and this to my knowlege hath been the ſtyle of 
ſeme perſers, whoſe anceſtors (1 mean thoſe among them 

| & who 
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who had any] and themſelves have been flying in princes 
faces theſe fourſcore years ; and from their own inclina- 
tions would do fo ſtill, if their intereſt did not lead them 
rather to fy in the face of a kingdom, which hath given 
them wings to enable them for ſuch a fight. 

Thus, about four years ago, when a diſcourſe * was 
publiſhed endeavouring to perſuade our people to wear 
their own woollen manufactures, full of the moſt dutifut 
expreſſions to the king, and without the leaſt party hint, 
it was termed Hing in the = * face; the printer was 
proſecuted in the manner we all remember, and E hope 17 
il ſemexchere be remembered further, the jury kept 
eleven hours, and ſent back nine times, till they were 
under the neceflity of Icaving the priſoner to the mercy of 
the court, by a ſpecial verdict ; the F Judge on the bench 
irc;king God fer bis witneſs, when he aſſerted, that the 
«uthor's deſign was to bring in the pretender, 

And rl.us alſo my own poor endeavours to prevent the 
ruin of my country by the admithon of Wood's coin were 
called by the fame perſons, ing in the king's face: 
which 1 direcily deny: for I cannot allow that w/e repre» 
ſeatation of the royal countenance in William Wood's 
adultcrate copper to be his ſacred majeſty's /ace; or if it 
were, my firing was not againſt the impreſſion, but the 
baſeneſi of the metal ; becauſe I well remembered, that 
the ie which Nebuchadnezzar commanded to be ſet up 
for all men to fall down and werſhip it, was not of cop- 
PER, but pure GOLD, And I am hcartily ſorry, we 
haic ſo few ral images of that inetal among us; the 
fight whereof, although it could hardly iucreaſe our vene- 
ration for his mijeſty, which is already fo great, yet would 
very much chien it with the mixture of comfort and 
ſatisfattin. 

Alexander the great would ſuffer no ſtatuary, except 
Phidias, to carve his image in ſtone o- metal. How mult 
he have treated ſuch an operator as Wood, who goes a- 
bout with /ack-/#u/!; of {rs/5, odiouſly miſrepreſenting his 
prince's countenance ; and would force them by thouſands 
upon every one of us at above , times the value, 


The propoſal tot the univerſal uſe of Iriſh manufactures. 
Þ Judge WLithcd. 


Bur, 
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But, notwithſtanding all that hath been objected by 
William Wood himſelf, together with his favourers, a- 
bettors, ſupporters, either public or private ; by thoſe 
who connive at this project, or diſcourage and diſcounte- 
nance his oppoſers for fear of leſſening their favour, or 
hazarding their employments ; by thoſe, who endeavour 
to damp the ſpirit of the people raiſed againſt this cow, 
or check the honeſt zeal of ſuch as by their writings or 
diſcourſes do all they can to keep it up; by thoſe ſeſten- 
ers, fweetners, compounders, and expedient-mongers, 

who Hale their heads fo ſtrongly that we can hear their 
pockets jingle ; 1 did never imagine, that in detecting the 
practices of ſuch enemies to the kingdom I was flying in 
the king's face ; or thought they were better repreſenters 
of his majeſty, than that very coin, for which they are 
fecret or open advocates. | 
If I were allowed to recite only thoſe w/hes of the na- 
tion, which may be in our power to attain; I think they 
might be ſummed up in theſe few following. 

Firſt, that an end might be put to our apprehenſions of 
Wood's half-pence, and to any danger of the lite deflruc- 
tive ſcheme for the future, | 

Secondly, that half-pence might be coined in this king- 
dom by a public mint with due limitations. 

Thirdly, that the ſenſe of both houſes of parliament, 
at leait ot the houſe of commons, were declared by ſome 
unanimous and hearty vates againſt wearing any filk or 
woollen manufactures imported from abroad; as likewiſe 
againſt w-2ring Indian filks or callicoes, which are for- 
bidden uider the higheſt penaltics in England: and it be- 
hoves us to take example from ſo wiſe a nation ; becauſe 
we are under a greater neceſſity to do ſo, fince we are 
nat allowed to 2xp2rt any woollen manufactures of our 
own; which is the principal branch of foreign trade in 
England. 

Fourthly, that ſome effectual methods may be taken to 
avihze the poorer ſort of our natives in all thoſe parts of 
this kingdom, where the trim abound, by introducing a- 
mon; chem our language and aultoms; for want of which 
they live in the utmoſt inn unc:, barbarity, ard pover- 
ty, giving cthunflres vholly un t idleneſs, naſtineſs, and 
thicyer';, to the very great ant jul reproach of too many 
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landlords. And if 1 had in me the leaſt fpirit of a pro- 
fedtcr, 1 would engage, that this might be effected in a 
few years at a very inconſiderable charge. 

Fifthly, that due encouragement ſhould be given to a- 
griculture; and a ſtop put to that pernicious practice of 
graziers engroſſing vaſt quantities of land, ſometimes at 
great diſtance; whereby the country is extremely depo- 

ated, 

Sixthly, that the defects in thoſe acts for planting for- 
eſt trees might be fully ſupplied, ſince they have hitherto 
been wholly ineffectual; except about the demeſnes of a 
few gentlemen; and even there in general very urſkiltul- 
ly made, and thriving accordingly, Neœither hath there 
yet bcen due care taken to preſerve what is planted, or 
to encloſe grounds; not one hedge in a hundred coming 
to maturity for want of ſkill ard induſtry. The neglect 
of c:p//2g woods cut down hath likewiſe been of very evil 
conſequences. And if men were reſtrained fiom that 


unlimited liberty of cutting deum their own words before 


the proper time, as they are in ſome other countries, it 
would be a mighty benefit to the kingdom. For, I be- 
lieve, there is not another example in Europe of ſuch a 
prodigious quantity of excellent timber cut down in ſo 
ſtorm a time, with fo little advantage to the country cither 
in ſhipping or building. 

I may add that abſurd practice of cutting turf without 
any regulunry; whereby great quantities of reſtorable 
land are made utterly deſperate, many thoufands of cat- 
tle deſtroyed, the 4 more difficult to come at and carry 
home, and less fit for burning; the air made unwhol- 
ſome by ſtagnating pools and murthes ; and the very fight 
of ſuck places oficalive ro thoſe who ride by. Neither 
ſhould that odious cuſtom be allowed of cutting ſcraws 
(is they call them) v. hich is Saying of the green ſurface 
et the ground to cover their calms, or make up their dit- 
ches; furactimes in fthwicw foils, where all is gravel 
with a few inches; and ſometimes in low ground, v.ith 
a thin green fward, and foughy underneath ; which laſt 
turns all into bog by this nuſinanagement. Ard 1 have 
heard from very fkiJful courtty men, that by theſe two 
practices in turf” and ſcraws the kingdom loſeth ſome 


hundieds of acres cf prefitabic land every year; beſides 
the 
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the irreparable loſs of many ſkirts of bogs, which have a 
green coat of graſs, and yet are mangled for turf; and 
beſides the want of canals by regular cutting, which 
would not only be a great convenience for bringing their 
turf home at an caſy rate, but likewiſe render even the 
larger bogs more dry and fafe for fummer paſture. 

Theſe, and ſome other ſpeculations of the like kind, 
I had intended to publiſh in a particular diſcourſe againſt 
this ſeſſion of parliament ; becauſe, in ſome periods of 
my life I had opportunity and curioſity to obferve, from 
what cauſes thoſe great errors in every branch of country 
management have ariſen; of which I have now ventured 
to relate but few out of very many; whereof ſome per- 
haps would not be mentioned without giving offence, 
which I have endeavoured by all poſſible means to avoid. 
And for the ſame reafon I choſe to add here the little I 
thought proper to ſay on this ſubject. 

But, as to the lands of thoſe who are perpetual atſer- 
tees, I do not ſee any probability of their being ever im- 
proved. In former times their tenants fat at eaſy rents 
but for ſome years paſt they have been generally ſpeak- 
ing more terribly racked by the dexterity of mercileſs a- 
gents from England, than even thoſe who held under the 
ſevereſt landlords here. I was affured upon the place by 
great numbers of cred: ble people, that a prodigious eſtate 
in the county of Cork being let upon leaſes for lives, and 
great fines pid, the rent was fo high, that the tenants 
begged leave to ſurrender their lege, and were content 
to loſe their free. | 

The cultivating and improvement of land is certainly a 
ſubje& worthy of the higheſt enquiry in any country, but 
eſpecially in ours; where we arc fo ſtrangely limited in 
every branch of trade, that can be of advantage to us, 
and mtcrl; deprived of thoſe, which are of the greuteſt 
importance ; whereot | defy the moſt learned man in Eu- 
rope to produce me an example from any other kingdom 
in the world: for we are denied the beret which God 
and zature intended to us; as manifeſtly appears by our 
happy ſituatian fer commerce, and the great number of 
eur excellent ports. So that I think, little is left us, be- 
ſides the cujtivating our own ſoil, encouraging agricul- 
ture, and making great plantations of trees, that we might 
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not be under the neceſſity of ſending for carn and bark 
from England, and timber from other countries. This 

would increaſe the number of our inhabitants, and help 

to conſume our natural products, as well as manufactures 
at home. And I ſhall never forget what I once ventured 
to ſay to a great man in England: that few po/iticians, 
with all their ſchemes, are half fo uſeful members of a 
common-wealth, as an hone/t farmer ; who, by ſicilfully 
draining, fencing, manuring and planting, hath increaſed 
the intrinſic value of a piece of land ; and thereby done a 
perpetual ſervice to his country ; which it is a great con- 
troverſy whether any of the former ever did, ſince the 
creation of the world; but no controverſy at all, that 
ninety-nine in a hundred have done abundance of miſchicf. 


Although, in the foregoing letters, Dr Swift talks of liberty 
in a ſtrain highly becoming a warm and zealuus defender of the 
rights of his country, which, he maintains with great force of 
law, reaſon, jultice, and eloquence; he never once deviates, in 
the whole courſe of his arguments, from the diſtinguiſhing cha- 
racteriſties of the moſt loyal ſubject; whatever might to the 
contrary have been ſuppoſed by a few degenerate flaves and 
ſycophants in thoſe days; ever, by that fort of people, who, as 
the wiſe Lord Bacon expreſſes it, would {ct a houſe on fire for- 
the convenience of roaſting their owa egys at the flame. D 
Swift. 


4 full 


1 


A full and true account of the ſolemn procef- 
ſion to the GaLLows, at the execution of 
WiiLiam Woop, Eſq; and hard-ware-man *. 


Written in the year 1724- 


OME time ago, upon 2 report ſpread, that William 
Wood, hard-ware-man, was concealed in his bro- 
ther-in-law's + houſe here in Dublin, a great number of 
le of different conditions, and of both fexes, crowd- 
ed about the door, determinately bent to take revenge 
upon him, as a coiner and a counterfeiter. Amongſt the 
reſt, a certain curious perſon ſtanding in a corner obſerv- 
ed, that they all diſcovered their reſentments in the pro- 
per terms and expreſſions of their ſeveral trades and cal- 
lings; whereof he wrote down as many as he could re- 
member; and was pleaſed to communicate them to me, 
with leave to publiſh them for the uſe of thoſe, who at 
any time hereafter may be at a loſs {or proper words 
wherein to expreſs their good diſfe ions towards the 
faid William Wood. 
The people cried out to have him delivered into their 
har ds. 
Says the parliaument- man. E hel lum the Huα⁰e. 
2d parliament- man. I ſecond that ./797n, 
Cook. III % him. 
2d Cook. III give him his te//y-/l. 
3d Cook. III give him a {ck in the c. 
4b Cook. I'lt /wuce him, 


* Tn this picce the author makes the feveral artificers at 
tend William Wood (repreſented by a log of timber) to the 
gallows, and cach tradclinan exprefits his reſentment in the 
terms of his proper calling. Then foilows the proceſſion, 
moſt humorcutly deſeribed. The whole is a piece of ridicule 
too powerful for the (trongeſt gravity to withitand. Orrery. 

I One Molyncux an iro2monger, 


Drunk- 
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Drunken-man. I'll beat him as long as I can and. 
Bookſeller. I'll turn over a zew /eaf with him. 
Sadler. I'll purmmetthim. 

Glazier. I'll make the Jight ſhine through him. 
Grocer, I'll pepper him. 

Groom. I'll curry his hide. 

*Pothecary. I'll p2und him. 

2d Pothecary. III beat him to mummy. 
School-maſter. I'll make him an example. 
Rabbet-catcher. I'll ferret him. 

Paviour, I'll n him. 

Coiner. I'll give him a rap. 

WHIG. Down with him. 

TORY. Cy with him. 

Miller. III daſh out his grinders. 

2d Miller. Dam him. 

Boat-man. Sud him. 

Scavenger. Throw him in the kennel, 

Dyer. I'll beat him act and blue. 

Bag!iu-man. I'll make the houſe too hot for him. 
Whore, Pex rot him. 

2d W hore. Let me a/:ne with him. 

2d *\ hore. (ie i'm u 

Muitzrd-makcr. 1 Il have him by the o/c. 

Curate. III mage the devil come aut of him, 
Pepiſh-pricit, I II Su him to the devil. 
Dancing - maſter. III teach him better manners. 

2d Dancing maſter. I'l make him cut a cer three 
ſtory high. 

Farmer. Ill rah him. 

Taylor. I Il fit oa his Arts. 

2d Taylor. Hel! is too good for him. 

3d Taylor. III nt his doublet. 

ath T aylor, Il make his a 
Baſket-maker. I II hamper him. 

Fidler. III have him by the care. 

2d Fidler. I'll bang him to ſome tune. 
Barber. III have him by the card. 

2d Barber. III pull his «u/7/ters, 

2d Barber. I'll make his hazr ſtand on end. 
4th Barber. I'll c his /octs. 

Tinker. I'll try what uf he's made of. 


make buttons. 


Cobler. 
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Cobler. I'll make an end of him. 

Tobacconiſt. IH make him rat. 

2d Tobacconiſt. I'll make him ſet up his pier. 
Gold-finder. I'll make him uind. 
Hackney-coachman. I'll make him know his driver. 
2d Hackney-coachman. III de him to the devil. 
Butcher. I'll have a / of him. 

2d Butcher. Let us 6/2 him up. 

3d Butcher. My 41/2 in him. 

Nurſe. I'll avadd/e him. 

Anabaptiſt. We'll %% the rogue in the pond. 

Oſtler. I'll ru him haun. 
Shoemaker. Set him in the flocks. 
Banker. I'll kick him to half-crowns. 
2d Banker, I'll pay him off. 

Bowler. I'll have a rubber with him. 
Gameſter. I'll make his bones rattle. 
Bodicc-maker. I'll /ace his ſides. 
Gardener, I'll make him water his plants, 
Ale-wife. I'll recten with him. 

Cuckold. I'll make him pull in his horns, 
Old Woman. I'll :zum6l- him. 

Hangman. I'll rottle him. 


But at laſt the people, having received aſſurances, that 
William Wood was neither in the houſe nor kingdom, 
appointed certain commiſſioners to hang him in efhgie ; 
whereof the whole ceremony and proceſhon deſerve to be 
tranſmitted to poſterity. 

Firſt, the way was cleared by a detachment of the 
black-guards, with ſhort (ticks in their hands, and cock- 
adcs of paper in their hats. 

Then appeared William Wood, Eſq ; repreſented to 
the lite by an old picce of carved timber, taken from the 
keel of a ſhip. Upon his face, which looked very dil- 
mal, were fixed at proper diſtances ſereral pieces of his 
own coin, to denote who he was, and to figaity his cal- 
ling and his crime. He wore on his hcad a peruke, very 
artfully compoſed of four oid mops; a halter about his 
neck ferved him for a cravat. His cloaths were indeed 
not fo neat and elegant as is uſual with perſons in his coa- 
dition (which ſome cenſorious people imputed to affecta - 


tion) 
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tion) for he was covered with a large rugg of ſeveral co- 
lours in patchwork : he was born upon the ſhoulders of 
an able-bodied porter. In his march by St Stephen's- 
green, he often bowed on both ſides to ſhew his reſpects 
to. the company; his deportment was grave ; and his 
countenance, though ſomewhat penſive, was very com- 
ſed. 

FBckand him followed his father alone, in a long mourn- 
ing cloak, with his hat over his noſe, and a handerchief 
in his left hand to wipe the tears from his face. 

Next in order marched the executioner himſelf in per- 
fon; ole venerable aſpect drew the eyes of the whole 
aſſembly upon him; but he was further dittinguiſhed by a 
halter, which he bore upon his left ſhoulder as the badge 


of his office. | 


Then followed two perſons hand in hand; the one re- 
preſenting , illiam Wood's brother - in- law; the other a 
certain ſadler, his intimate friend, whoſe name I forget. 
Each had a ſmall kettle in his hand, wherein was a rea- 
ſonable quantity of the new half-pence. At proper pe- 
riods they ſhook their kettles, which made a melancholy 
found, like the ringing of a knell for their partner and 
confederate. 

After theſe followed ſeveral officers, whoſe aſſiſtance 
was neceſſary for the more decent performance of the 
great work in hand, 

The proceſſion was cloſed with an inn:merable crowd 
of people, who frequently ſent out loud huzza's; which 
were cenſured by wiſer heads as a mark of inhumanity, 
and an ungenerous triumph over the unfortunate, with- 
out duly coniidering the various viciſſitudes of human life. 
However, as it becomes an impartial hiſtorian, I will not 
conccal one obſervation, that Mr Wood himſelf appeared 
wholly unmoved, without the leaſt alteration in his coun- 
tenance; only when he came within fight of the fatal 
tree, which happened to be of the ſame ſpecies of timber 
with his own perſon, he ſcemed to be ſomewhat penſixc. 

At the place of execution he appearcd undaunted, nor 
was ſecu to ſhed a tcar. He made no reſiſtance, but fub- 
mitted himſelf with great reſignation to the hanginan, who 
was indeed thought to uſe hin with too much roughneſs, 
acither king him, nor aiking him pardon. His dying 

TE SPEECH 
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SPEECH was printed, and deſerves to be written in let- 
ters of GOLD. Being aiked whether it were his own 
truc genuine SPEECH, be did not deny it. 

Thoſe of the ſofter ſex, who attended the ceremony, 
lamented that ſo comely and well-7z:2bered a man ſhould 
come to ſo untimely an end. He hung but a ſhort time; 
for upon feeling his breaſt, they found it cold and ſtiff. 

[t is ſtrange to think, how this melancholy ſpectacle 
turned the hearts of the people to compaſſion. When 
he was cut down, the body was carried through the 
whole city to gather contributions for his wake; and all 
ſorts of people ſhewed their liberality according as they 
were able. The ceremony was performed in an ale-houſe 
of diltinftion, and in a manner ſuitable to the quality of 
the deceaſed. While the attendants were diſcourſing a- 
bout his funeral, a worthy member of the aſſembly ſtood 
up and propoſed, that the body ſhou! be carried out the 
next day, and burned with the ſame pomp and formalities 
uſed at his execution; which would prevent the malice of 
his enemics, and all indignities that might be done to his 
remains. This was agreed to; and about nine o clock 
on the following morning there appeared a fecond proceſ- 
ſion. But, burning not having been any part of the ſen- 
tence, authority thought fir to interpoſe, and the corps 
was reſcued by the civil power. 

Wie hear the body is not yet interred; which occaſions 
many ſpeculations. But what is more wonderful, it is 
politively affirmed by many who pretend to have been 
eye-witnefſes, that there does not appear the leaſt alte- 
ration in any one lineament or feature of his countenance; 
nor viſible decay in his whole frame, further than wliat 
had been made by worms long before his execution. The 
ſolution of which difficulty, I thall leave among naturaliſts. 
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Some conſiderations on the attempts to paſs 
Mr Wood's BrRas3 MONEY in Ircland. 


By a lover of his country. 


T is a melancholy conſideration, to fee the ſeveral re- 

ſolutions and addreſſes of both houſes of parliament of 
Ireland, during their late ſeſſion, the late addreſs of his 
majeſty's juſtices and privy-conncil of that kingdom, and 
the petition of the county of the city of Dublin ; whereby 
the unanimous ſenſe of this nation, and the great appre- 
hen/rons they were under, from importing and uttering 
copper half-pence and farthings in Ireland, by virtue of 
ihe patent granted to William Wood, have been repre- 
ſented in the ſtrongeſt terms: I ſay; it is a melancholy 
conſideration, to ſee the force of all theſe repreſentations, 
eluded by the petitions of a fingle perſon, ſuch as Mr 
Wood. | 

If juſtice ſtood on the fide of this fingle perſon, it 
ought to give good men pleaſure to ſee that right thould 
rake place; but when, on the contrary, the common- 
weal of a whole nation, the quicting the minds of a pco- 
ple diſtracted with apprehenſion of the utmolt danger to 
their properties, nay, the preſervation of the purity of 
their laws, is overborn by private intereſt, what good 
man but muſt Jament ſuch an unhappy ſtate of affairs? 

And ſince the matter was of this importance, and ſcem- 
ed to carry with it the teſtimony of heaven, in the uni- 
verſal cry of the people, how could any particular mem- 
bers of a community, which had thus with one voice de- 
precated the cvil, with any thew of reaſon take upon 
them the riſque of any miſcarriage in a trial, in a ſubor- 
dinate court ? 

It was to our gracious ſovereign, that all theſe addreſ- 
ſes and petitions were preſented : it was into his father- 
ly hands the whole nation committed the care of their 
cauſe; and it would have been the higheſt piece of arro- 
gance, for any pci ſon to have preſumed to take upon 
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themſelves a ſhare in that truſt, which was only repoſed 
in his majeſty's hands. It is no wonder therefore, that 
every one was guarded with caution, againſt giving any 
advice or opinion in this matter of tate; for which rea- 
ſon they ought fo apprehend great danger to tbemſelvet, 
from meddling in it. 

Though this proceeding may ſeem extragrdinary; yet 
it being on a moſt extraordinary matter, on a matter of 
ſach importance, as ſeemed to involve the civil rights and 

perties of a whole nation in the iſſue of it; on a mat- 
ter wherein the lords and commons were complainants, 
and the king immediately concerned, not only as general 
father of his people, but alſo as particular and only truſ- 
tee, in whom his people repoſed entire confidence to re- 


dreſs the grievances complained of; was it not entirely 


reaſoaable and fit, that every particular perſon of this 
kingdom, ſhould re/? upon what was done by the whole 
body of the pcople duly affembled in parliament, and not 
arrogantly aſſume to themſelves, a power of putting the 
fate of this nation to an iiſue before twelve men? 

Since then it plainly appears, that this matter is of ſuch 
a high nature, that no particular perſon ought to have in- 
termeddled in it; it is to be preſumed, that the non- ap- 
pearance of perſons #9 ſupport the united ſenſe of both 
bouſes of parliament of Ireland, can never be conſtrued 
as a general dithdence, of being able to ſupport the charge 
brought againſt the patent and patentes ; though indeed 
it might procecd from à general and a very reaſonable 
apprehenſion of a miſcarriage in this important affair: 
wherein both haut of pariiament had declared them- 
ſelves fo fully convinced, and fatisF2d upan evidence, and 
examination taken in the ;:9ft ſolemn manner; that for 
my part, I (and fo I hope every true lover of his country 
on his part) will look upon their reſolutions, to have the 
ſame dignity (in this cafe) with a maxim in law, qui 
maxima eſt ecrum dignitas, et certifſima authoritas, at- 
que quod maxime omnibus probentur. 
And therefore I dont preſume to enter the liſts, in 
order to ſupport the reſolutions of both houſes of parlia- 
ment; for I look upon it, that they are /o ſure and un- 
controulable, that they ought not to be 2 but it 
ſhall be the buſineſs of this paper, to point out ſome of 
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the mifchicfs, which will naturally reſult from this coin- 
age of Mr Wood's, in caſe it ſhould be forced upon us. 

We are told, that the power of iſſuing this money of 
Mr Wood's, is limited, and without any compulſron, and 
currency inforced, to be received by ſuch only, as would 
vcluntarily and wilfully accept the ſame. But then it is 
melancholy to behold, that this patent is explained to be 
obligatory n all his majeſty's officers and miniſters, to 
receive the ſame. 

By this means there is a foundation laid for the moſt 
unheard-of confuſion that ever was introduced into the 
buſineſs of a nation; for here is eſtabliſhed a ſpecies of 
money, made of the baſeſt meral, which none in employ- 
ments under his majeſty muſt refuſe in payments to the 
crown or to themſelves, and yet all the reſt of his ſubjects 
are at liberty to refuſe the ſame in payments to be made 
to them, either by his maieſty, or by any other perſon. 
- Thus the revenue of the crown will be Zig prepu- 
diced, by the want of intrinſic value in the coin with 
which it is paid; and the army and all others in employ- 
ments under his majeſty, are the perſons, who, in the 
firſt place, muſt bear the burthen of this miſchief. For 
if they are the only perſons who are cbliged to receive this 
coin as current money, it is to be preſumed that no other 
perſons will receive the ſame but with conſiderable al- 
lowance for the difference between the braſs money, and 
that made of gold and ſilver. 

And even with a conſiderable allowance, it will be 
hard to conceive how this braſs money, will find any de- 
gree of currency in the world, without the aſſiſtance of a 
ſet of men, who may probably raiſe great eſtates in this 
unſettled courſe of affairs; but ſuch a ſet of people ought 
never to be encouraged by a wiſe government, for they 
will make their fortunes by the loſſes of good ſubjects, 
and by preying on the revenue of the prince: and yet 
thoſe huckſterers, or money-jobbers will be found neceſ- 
ſary if this brafi money is made current in the Exchequer. 

To ſhe in ſome meaſure the proportion of this miſ- 
chief to his majeity's revenue, and to thoſe in immediate 
offices under him; it muſt be conſidered, that the groſs 
revenue of this kingdom is about 500,000 J. per annum; 
out of which mult be deducted the charge of —_— 
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and draw- backs; which to be ſure, the ſeveral collectors 
and thoſe who are to receive the draw-backs, will take 
care to receive in ſferliug money; about 80, oo0 J. per 
annum; and there will remain for the diſcharge of the 
civil and military liſts, penſions, etc. 420, oo0 J. fer 
annum, Which ſum, it is probable, iſſues out of the trea- 
ſury by monthly payments of about 35, ooo J. per indenth, 
for otherwiſe the current caſh in this nation could not 
ſibly pay the revenue, and ſerve to carry on even the 
ittle bulinefs of this country, for it hath never been com- 
puted that our current coin amounts to more than 
500, o00 J. ſo that if 40, 00 J. of Mr Wood's braſs money 
is thrown in upon us (even admitting that no more of this 
ſpecies ſhould be brought in) it is manifeſt that that ſum wall 
be near one twelfth of the whole coin in the nation; and 
more than one month's pay of the civil and military liſts, 
and penſions, etc. of this kingdoru. 

If this fum ſhould ſtagnate in the treaſury, it is certain 
there will be no greater loſs (immediately brought) by 
this coin to the revenue, than the money that there lies 
dead amounts to: bur if it is iſſued in monthly payments 
to the army, and other his majeſty's officers and mini- 
ſters, as in all probability it muit; then this coin, being 
compoſed of a baſe metal, current only in the Exchequer, 
where it is received at an imaginary value, of at leaſt 60 
per cent, more than the real value of the material, it will 
be ſuddenly paid back again to the collectors, and by that 
means paſs through the treaſury, at leaſt three times in 
every year; for there we are told, it is to meet with zo 
let or moleſtatio 1. 

And fecing the currency cf this money is not inforced 
on any other of his majeſty's ſubjects, it is eafy to con- 
ccive, that the diference of value between this coin, and 
the gold and filver which will be current in the nation, will 
be ſettled by the 12644;-j: bbers,at about2o per cent diſcount, 

By which means atone, there will be loſt in the intrinſic 
value or the rev-gc i!:c ſum of 24, 000 J. fer aun. whth- 
out computing for the laſſes which muſt necefiarily be 
brought to the revenue, by the general difldence, which 
the introducing this coin will create among the people: 
all which will be manifelti; Jeruciive of the trade aud 
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commerce of the kingdom, and of dangerous conſequence 
to the properties of the ſubject. 

And yet the evil has been here computed on a ſuppoſi- 
tion that only 40,000 J. of this money will be uttered in 
the kingdom; but I take it to be impoſſible to limit the 
quantity that ſhall be brought in, eſpecially if the impor- 
ters of it have ſo ſure a market for the fame as the Ex- 


For though his majeſty ſhould be able to prevent Mr 
Wood from coining any more than 40,000/7. and ſhould 
never hereafter be prevailed upon to grant his ſpecial li- 
cence or authority, to enlarge that ſum, yet it wi 
impoſſible to prevent the importation of this ſort of coin 
from other nations. And there have been ſuch variety 
of dyes made uſe of by Mr Wood in ſtamping his money, 
that it makes the diſcovery of counterfeits more difficult, 
and the profit is ſo great, that it will be a ſufficient temp- 
tation to our induſtrious neighbours of Holland to ſend 
large quantities of this coin to ſo ſure a market as the 
Exchequer, | 

And perhaps it may be a queition among lawyers, whe- 
ther a man can be puniſhed at the king's ſuit, for coun- 
terfeiting this coin, becauſe it is not the current coin of 
the kingdom; for though theſ&-half-pence are to be re- 
ceived as money in the Exchequer, yet in trade they are 
no better than counters, and therefore the patent may 


perhaps be conſtrued to be no more than a grant of a 


»:on2poly to make thoſe counters. 

But it is worth: obſerving, that if this patent is fo word- 
ed, as that his majeſty's othcers, employed in the receipt 
of his revenue, cannot refuſe receiving this coin, it is 


rectly compary to two acts of parliament now in force 


in this kingdom, and which arc to be found in the books 

of rates diſtribuicd among the otfhcers of the revenue. 
For by the act of tonnage and poundage, 14 and 15 
Car. It. cap. 9. the dunes thereby granted to his majeity 
and his ſucceſſors, are to be paid in lawful monty of Eng- 
herd. And by the act of exciſe, or ncw- impoſt, 14 and 
15 Car. II. cap. 8. it is c preſly declared and cnacted, 
that the ſeveral rates and duties of exdiſe, and all fines, 
penalties, forfeitures, or elher ſum, er ſums of money 
rated, inmp:ſed, ſit, or forfeited, in and by this act, 
are 
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are meant and intended to be current and lawful money 
or monies of England, and that all ard every of the ſame, 
be therefire demanded, received, paid and ſatisfied ac- 
cordingly. 

By theſe acts it is manifeſt, that the collectors are ob- 
liged to receive the ſeveral duties ariſing from the cuſtom 
and exciſe, in no other money but ſuch as is current and 
lawful money of England;; and Mr Wood's half- pence 
and farthings not being current or lawful money in Eng- 
land, or in this kingdom, if this patent is obligatory on 
them to receive payments in this coin, it is contrary to 
acts of parliament, and therefore void in itſelf. 

And if the ſeveral collectors of his majeſty's revenue in 
this kingdom, ſhould receive the ſaid duties, or any part 
of them, in Mr Wood s braſs money, it would be aſſum- 
ing to themſelves a power to diſpenſe with thoſe acts of 
parliament contrary to the ſenſe of both houſes of parlia- 
ment, and contrary to their reſpective oaths ; ſo that it 
ſeems highly reaſonable, becauſe conſonant to law, that 
the officers of the revenue, ſhould give orders to the infe- 
rior officers, not to receive this coin. 

Perhaps it will be ſaid, that the king hath a power to 
direct what coin he pleaſes to be received by the officers 
of his revenue, and that this patent is in conſequence of 
ſuch a prerogative. Burt it is to be hoped that this doc- 
trine will never be maintained, in favour of a coin, to 
which the whole nation, as well in parliament aſſembled, 
— in their private capacities, have ſnewed a general diſ- 

e. 

Moreover, as this caſe ſtands circumſtanced, it is a 
great queſtion, whether his majeſty hath ſuch a diſpenſ- 
ing power: for though it ſhould be allowed, that his ma- 
jeſty might direct the receipt of his own revenue in what 
coin he pleaſes; yet it is moſt certain, that his majei 
does not intend to inforce the currency of Wood's mo- 
ney among any of his ſubjects, much leſs doth his ma- 
jeſty intend to oblige thoſe, who arc intitled by act of 
parliament, to be paid in current money of England, to 
receive this money of Mr Wood's. 

Ard it is plain, that by the act of exciſe, there are ſe- 
vVeral fines, penalties and forfeitures, which by virtue of 
that act, are to be received ia current money of England, 
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and to half thoſe fines, forſeitures and penaltiet, the in- 
formers are intitled by virtue of the ſaid act: fo that if 
the officers ſhould be obliged to receive them in braſs 
money, the informers mult neceſſarily loſe the benefit of 
the ſaid act: and I may venture to ſay, that act cannot 
be repealed but by another act, to be made by king, lords, 
and commons; and not by a patent. 

All theſe things having been, among many other very 
weighty matters, laid before both houſes of parliament 
of Ireland; it is not to be wondered, that they repreſent, 
that the patent had been obtained in a clandeſtine and un- 
precedented manner, and by notorious miſrepreſentations 
of the ſtate of Ireland. For what can be more clandeſtine, 
than to obtain a patent with powers, not only highly pre- 
judicial to bis majeſty's revenue, deftrudtive of the trade 
and commerce of the kingdom, and of dangerous conſe- 
quence to the properties of the ſubject, but alſo contrary 

to ſeveral acts of parliament? and that it was an unpre- 
ach gs” attempt, at leaſt in this reign, will be readily 
allowed; therefore all the repreſentations made of the 
ſtate of Ireland, in order to obtain this patent, may with 

at truth be called not2rious miſrepreſentations. 

But it has been ſaid, that his majeſty eannot proceed 
againſt the patentee, but according to the known rules 
and maxims of law and juſtice : and God forbid that any 
one of this kingdom, ſhould adviic his majeſty to ſubvert 
or diſpenſe with any of our laws. No part of the ad- 
dreſſes from the houſes of parliament of Ireland, has the 
kealt rendency this way. 

For though the houſe of commons. in their ſecond ad- 
dreſs to his majelty, mft humbly heſcech his majeſty that 
he will be gracioujly pleaſed to give directions to the fee 
veral officers intruſted with the receipt of his majeſty's 
revenue, that they do nat, an any pretence whatſoever, 
utter ſuch ha!f-pence and farthis: £5: yet, if his majeſty 
hid been graciouſly pleaſed ro have given orders, accurd- 


ing to this humble addreſs of his people cr Ireland; it is 


humbly conceived that this would have been only an af- 
firmance of the law of the land, as hath been Laid, and 

not any way contrary to law, 
For though his majclty, bv Hs patent under the great 
feal of Great Britain, wills, rejuires, and communds tis 
lieaterant, 
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lieutenant, depnty, or other chief governor or governors 
of his kingdom of Ireland, and all other officers and mini- 
fters of his majeſly, his heirs and ſucceſſors in England, 
Ireland or elſewhere, to be aiding and aſſiſting to the ſaid 
William Wood, his executors, etc. in the execution of 
all or any the powers, authorities, directiont, matters or 
things to be executed by him or them, or for his or their 
benefit or advantage, by virtue, and in purſuance of the 
ſaid indentures ; yet it is in all things as becometh, etc. 
And this is to be expounded by the known laws of the 
land, and by other parts of the ſaid patent, whereby it is 
manifeſt that his majeſty never intended 7 inforce the 
currency of this money, to be received by any perſon, that 
_ avould not voluntarily and wilfully accept the ſame. 

Therefore, ſince the people have ſhewed a general diſ- 
like of this coin, it is to be hoped, that ſome method will 
be found out to eaſe their minds, from the diſtraction 
they are under on this occaſion, 
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A ſhort View of the SrATE of IXELAND. 
Written in the year 1727. 


AM aſſured, that it hath for ſome time been practiſ- 
1 ed as a method of making men's court, when they 
are aſked about the rate of lands, the abilities of tenants, 
the ſtate of trade and manufacture in this kingdom, and 
how their rents are paid, to anſwer, that in their neigh- 
bourhood all things are in a flouriſhing condition, the rent 
and purchaſe of land every day encreafing. And if a gen- 


tleman happen to be a little more fincere in his repreſen- 


tations ; beſides being looked on as not well affected, he 
is ſure to have a dozen contradictors at his elbow. I think 
it is no manaer of ſecret, why theſe queſtions are fo cor- 
dially aſked, or fo b/igingly anſwered. 

But fince with regard to the affairs of this kingdom I 
have been ufing all endeavours to ſubdue my indignation; 
to which indeed I am not provoked by any __ A in- 
tereſt, not being the owner of one fpot of ground in the 
whole i//and; I ſhall only enumerate by rules generally 
known, and never contradicted, what are the true cauſes 
of any country's flouriſhing and growing rich; and then 
examine what effects ariſe from thoſe cauſes in the king- 
eom of Ireland. 

The firſt cauſe of a kingdom's thriving is, the fruitful- 
neſs of the ſoil to produce the neceſſaries and convenien- 
ces of life; not only ſufficient for the inhabitants, but for 
exportation into other countries. 

The ſecond is, the induſtry of the people, in working 
up all their native commodities to the laſt degree of ma- 


nufacture. 


The third is, the conveniency of ſafe ports and havens 
to carry out their own goods as nuch manufactured, and 
bring in thoſe of others as little manufactured, as the na- 
ture of mutual commerce will allow. 

The fourth is, that the natives ſhould, as much as 


poſlible, 
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22 export and import their goods in veſſels of their 


, made in their own 
"The fifth is, the privilege of a free trade in all foreign 
countries, which will permit them, except thoſe, who 
arc in war with their own prince or fate. 


The ſixth %* being governed only by laws made 
with their own conſent ; for otherwiſe they are not a free 


people. And therefore all appeals for juſtice, or appli- 
cations for favour or preferment, to another country, are 
ſo many grievous impoxeriſhments. 

The ſcventh is, by improvement of land, encourage- 
ment of agriculture, and thereby enereaſing the number 
of their people; without which any country, however 
bleſſed by nature, muſt continue poor. 

The eighth is, the reſidence of the prince, or chief 
adminiſtrator of the civil power. 

The ninth is, the concourſe of foreigners for educati- 
on, curioſity, or pleaſure; or as to a gracral mart of 
trade. 

The tenth is, by diſpoſing all offices of honour, pro- 
fit or truſt only to the natives; or at leaſt with very few 
exceptions, where ſtrangers have long inhabited the coun- 
try, and are ſuppoſed to underſtand and regard the inte- 
relt of it as their own. 

The eleventh is, when the rents of lands, and profits 
of employments, are ſpent in the country which produc- 
ed them, and not in another; the former of which will 
certainly happen, where the love of our native country 
prevails. 

The twelfth is, by the public revenues being all ſpent 


and employed at home, except on the occaſious of a fo- 
_ reign war, 


The thirteenth is, where the pcople are not obliged, p 


unleſs they find it for their own intereſt or coavenicney, 
to receive any monies, except of their own coinage by 2 
public mint after the manner of all civilized nations. 
The fourteenth is, a diſpoſition of the people of a coun- 
try to wear their on manufactures, and import as few 
incitements to luxury either in cloaths, furniture, food, 


or drink, as they poſſibly can live convenicntly without. 
There are many other cauſes of a nation's thriving, 
which I at preſent cannot recollect: but without advan- 


rave 
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from at leaſt ſome of theſe, after turning my thoughts 


a long time, I am not able to diſcover from whence our 
wealth proceeds, and therefore would gladly be better 
informed. In the mean time I will here examine, what 
ſhare falls to Ireland of theſe cauſes, or of the effects and 
conſequences. 

It is not my intention to complain, but barely to relate 
facts; and the matter is not of ſmall importance. For it 
is allowed, that a man who lives ia a ſolitary houſe, far 
from help, is not wiſe in endeavouring to acquire in the 
neighbourhood the reputation of being rich; becauſe 
thoſe, who come for gold, will go off with pewter and 
braſs, rather than return empty: and in the common 
practice of the world thoſe, who poſſeſs mott wealth, 
make the leaſt parade; which they leave to others, who 
have nothing elſe to bear them out in ſhewing their faces 
on the exchange. 

As to the 25 cauſe of a nation's riches, being the fer- 
tility of the ſoil, as well as temperature of climate, we 
have no reaſon to complain; for, although the quantity 
of unprofitable land in this kingdom, reckoning bogg and 
rock and barren mountain, be double in proportion to 
what it is in England; yet the native productions, which 
both kingdoms deal in, are very near an equality in point 
of goodneſs, and might with the ſame encouragement be 
as well manufactured. I except mines and minerals; in 
ſome of which however we are only defectiv in point of 
fkall and induſtry. 

In the ſecond, which is the induſtry of the people, our 
misfortune is not altogether owing to our own fault, but 
to a million of diſcouragements. 

The convenicncy of ports and havens, which nature 

hath beſtowed ſo liberally on this kingdom, is of no more 
uſe to us, than a beautiful proſpedt to a man ihut up in a 
dungeon. 
As to ſhipping of its own, Ireland is ſo utterly unpro- 
vided, that of all the excellent timber cut down within 
theſe fifty or ſixty years it can hardly be ſaid, that the 
nation hath received the benefit of one valuable houſc to 
dwell in, or one ſhip to trade with. 

Ireland is the only kingdom 1 ever heard or read of, 
either in ancient or modern (tory, which was denied the 

liberty 
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liberty of exportiag their native commodities and manu- 
factures wherever they pleaſed, except to countries at 
war with their own prince or (tate : yet this privilege, by 
the ſuperiority of mere power, is reſuſed us in the molt 
momentous parts of eommerce; beſides an act of naviga- 
tion, to which we never conſented, pinned down upon 
us, and rigoroully executed; and a thouſand other un- 
exampled circumſtances, as grievous as they are invidious 
to mention. To go on to the relt. 

It is too well known, that we are forced to obey ſome 
laws we never conſented to; which is a condition I mult 
not call by its true uncontroverted name for fear of Lord 
Chief-juſtice W hitſhed's ghoſt, with his /ibertas et natale 


folum®, written for a motto on his coach, as it {ſtood at 


the door of the court, while he was perjuring bimſelf to 
betray both. Thus we are in the condition of patients, 
who have phyſic ſent them by doctors at a diſtance, ſlrang- 
ers to their conſtitution and the nature of their diſcaſe: 
and thus we are forced to pay five hundred per cent. to 
decide our properties: in all which we have likewiſe the 
honour to be diſtinguiſhed from the whole race of man- 
kind. 

As to the improvement of land; thoſe few, who at- 
tempt that or planting, through covetouſucfs or want of 
{kitt generally Icave things worſe than they were; neither 
ſaccecding in trees nor hedges; and by running into the 
fancy of grazing, after the manner of the Scythians, are 
crery day depopulating the country. | 

We arc fo far from having a king to reſide among us, 
that even the viceroy is generally abſent four hiths of Eis 
time in the government. 

No ſtrangers from other countries make this a part of 
their travels ; where they can expect to ſee nothing but 
ſcenes of miſery and deſolation. 

Thoſe who have the misfortune to be born here, have 
the Icait title to any conſiderable employment; to which 
they are ſeldom preferred, but upon a political conlider- 
ation. 

One third part of the rents of Ireland is ſpent in Eng- 
land; which, wich the profit of employmcats, pcations, 


Liberty ard my nalive C:2ntry, 
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appeals, journies of pleaſure or health, education at the 


inns of court and both univerſitics, remittances at plca- 
ſare, the pay of all ſuperior officers in the army, and o- 
ther incidents, will amount to a full half of the income of 
the whole kingdom, all clear profit to England. 

We are denied the liberty of coining gold, filver, or 
even copper. In the iſle of Man they coin their own 
filver ; exery petty prince, vaſſal to the emperor, can 
coin what money he pleaſeth. And in this, as in molt of 
the articles already mentioned, we are an exception to all 
other ſtates or monarchics, that were ever known in the 
world. 

As to the laſt, or fourteenth article, we take ſpecial 
care to act diametrically contrary to it in the whole courſe 
of our lives. Both ſexcs, but eſpecially the women, de- 
ſpiſe and abhor to wear any of their own manufactures, 
even thoſe which are better made than in other countries 
particularly a fort of ſilk plaid, through which the work- 
men are forced to run a kind of gold thread that it may 
paſs for Indian, Even ale and potatoes are imported 
from England, as well as corn; and our foreign trade is 
little more, than importation of French winc, for which 
I am told we pay ready money. 

Now, if all this be true (upon which I could eaſily en- 
large) I would be glad to know, by what ſecret method 
it is, that we grow a rich and flouriſhing pcople without 
literty, trade, manufactures, inhabitants, money, or 
the privilege of coining; without ind»ftry, labour, or 
improvement of land; ard with more than half the rent 
and profits of the whole A % annually exported, for 
which we receive not a fingle farthing: and to make up 
all this, nothing worth mentioning, except the linen of 
the North, a trade caſual, corruptcd and at mercy ; and 
ſome butter from Cork. If we do flouriſh, it mutt be a- 
gainſt every law of nature and reaſon ; like the thorn at 
Glaſtenbury, that bloſſoms in the midit of winter. 

Let the worthy commiſioncrs, who come from Eng- 
land, ride round the kingdom, and obſcrve the facc of 
nature, or the face of the natives; the improvement of 
the land ; the thriving numerous plantations; the noble 
woods ; the abundance and vicinity of country ſcats; the 
commodious farmers houſcs and barns; the towns and 


villages, 
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villages, where every body is buſy, and thriving with all 
kind of manufactures; the ſhops full of goods wrought 
to perfection, and filled with cuſtomers; the comfort- 
able diet and dreſs, and dwellings of the people; the 
vaſt numbers of ſhips in our harbuurs and docks, and ſhip- 
wrights in our ſea- port towns; the roads crouded with 
carriers, laden with rich manufactures ; the perpetual con- 
courſe to and fro of pompous equipages. | 

With what envy and admiration would thoſe gentle- 
men return from ſo delightful a progreſsꝰ what glorious 
reports wouid they make, when they went back to Eng- 
land ? 

But my heart is too heavy to continue this irony lon- 
ger; for it is maniteſt, that whatever ſtranger took ſuch 
a journey, would be apt to think himfcif travelling in 
Lapland or Y!!.und, rather than in a country ſo favoured 
by nature as ours, both in fruitfulneſs of ſoil, and tempe- 
rature of climate. The miſcrable dreſs, and diet, ard 
dwelling of the people; the general defolation in moit 
parts of the kingdom; the old ſeats of the nobility and 
gentry all in ruins, and no new ones in their ſtead; the 
families of farmers, who pay great rents, living in filth 
and naſtineſs upon buttermilk and potatoes, without a 
ſhoe or ſtocking to their feet, or a houſe fo convenient as 
an Englih hog-ity to receive them. Theſe indeed may 
be comfortable ſights to an Engliſh ſpectator; who comes 
for a ſhort time, only 10 learn the language, and returns 


back to his own country, whither he finds all our wealth 
tranſmitted. 


Noftra miſeria magna eſ?. 


There is not one argument uſed to prove the riches of 
Ircland, which is not a logical demonitration of its pover- 
ty. The rife of our rents is ſqueezed out of the ve 
blood, and vitals, and cloaths, and dwellings of the te- 
nants, who live worſe than Englih beggars. The low- 
nes of intcreſt, in all other countries a lign of wealth, is 
in us a proof of miſery; there being no trade to employ 
any borrower, Hence alone comes the dearnefs of land, 
fince the ſavers hare no other way to lay out their mo- 


acy : hence the dearncels of neceſſaries for life: becauſe 
O 2 | the 
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the tenants cannot afford to pay ſuch extravagant rate: 
for land, (which they muſt take or go a begging) with 
out railing the price of cattle, and of corn, although them- 
ſelves ſhould live upon chaff, Hence our increaſe of 
buildings in this city; becauſe workmen have nothing to 
do but to cmploy one another, and one half of them are 
infallibly undone. Hence the daily increaſe of bankers, 
who may be a neceſſary evil in a trading country, but ſo 
ruinous in ours; who for their private advantage have 
ſent away all our ſilver, and one third of our gold; ſo 
that within three vears pait the running caſh of the nation, 
which was about five hundred thouſand pounds, is now 
leſs than two, and muſt daily diminiſh, unleſs we have li- 
berty to coin, as well as that important kingdom, the iſle 
of Man, and the meuneſt principality in the German em- 
pire, as | before obſerved. 

I have ſometimes thought, that this paradox of the 
kingdom growing rich is chicfly owing to thoſe worthy 
gentlemen the BANKERS; who, except ſome cuſtom- 
houſe othcers, birds of paſſage, oppreihve thrifty ſquires, 
and a few others who ſhall be nameleſs, are the only thriv- 
ing people among us: and I have often wihed, that a 
law were enacted to hang up half a dozen bankers every 
year, and thereby interyoſe at leaſt fome ſhort delay to 
the further ruin of Ireland. 

Ye are idle, ye are idle, anſwered Pharaoh to the Iſ- 
raclites, when they complained to 4s n4jefty, that they 
were forced to make bricks without ſtraw. 

England enjoys every one of thoſe advantages for en- 
riching a nuien, which I have above enumerated ; and 
into the birgiin, a good million returned to them every 
year without labour or hazard, ot one farthing value te- 
ccd 0 vur nd: but how Jong we {hail be able to con- 
tinue the payment, I am not under the Jeatt concern. 
Vac tlung i know, that «whoa the hen is fturoced te death, 
there vill be in mire glen eggs. 

{ think i a little unhoſpitable, and others may call it 
a ſubtul piece of malice, that becauſe there ma, be a 
dozen fainilics in this town able ro entertain their Engliih 
friends in a generous manner at their tables, their gueſts 
upon their return to Englund ſliall report, that we wailow 
in riches and luxury, 

Yet, 
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Yet, I confeſs, I have known an hoſpital, where all 
the houſhold officers grew rich; while the poor, for whoſe 
ſake it was built, were almoſt ſtarving for want of food 
and raiment. 

To conclude, if Ireland be a rich and flouriſhing king- 
dom, its wealth and proſperity muſt be owing to certain 
ciuſcs, that are yet concealed from the whole race of 
maakind ; and the effects are equally inviſible, We need 
not wonder at ſtrangers, when they deliver ſuch para- 
doxes ; bat a native and inhabitant of this kingdom, who 
gives the ſame verdict, muſt be either ignorant to ſtupi- 
dity, or a man-plcaſer at the expence of all honour, con- 
ſcience, and truth“. 


* The preſent ſtate of Ireland } is, in general, as flouriſh- 
ing as poſſible. Agriculture is cultivated: arts and ſciences are 
_ encouraged: and in the ſpace of eighteen years, which is almoit 
the full time that I have known it, no Kingdom can be more 
improved. Ircland, in relation of England, may be compar- 
ed to a younger ſiſter lately come of ace, after having ſuffered 
all the miſeries of an injured minor, ſuch as Jaw-ſuits, ineroach- 
ments upon her property, violation of her rights, deſtruction 
of her tenants, and every evil that can be named. At length, 
time, and her own noble ſpirit of induſtry, have entircly reliev- 
ed her, and, ſome little heart-burnings excepted, ſhe enjoys the 
quiet p ſieſſion of a very ample fortune, ſubject, by way of ac- 
knowl-gement, to certain quit-rents, payable to the elder branch 
cf her houſe. Tabs her all in all, the cannot have a greater for- 
tune than ſhe deſerves, Orrery, 

1 1752. 
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An Axswea to a paper, called, .4 memorial 
of the poor inhabitants, tradeſmen, and la- 


bourers of the kingdom of Ireland. 


Written in the year 1728. 


Received a paper from you, whoever you are, print- 

ed without any name of author or printer; and ſent, 
I ſuppole, to me among others without any particular 
diſtinction. It contains a complaint of the dearneſs of 
corn; and ſome ſchemes for making it cheaper, which I 
cannot approve of. 

Bur pray permit me, before I go further, to give you 
a ſhort hiſtory of the ſteps, by which we arrived at this 
hopeful ſituation. 

It was indeed the ſhameful practice of too many Iriſh 
farmers to wear out their ground with ploughing ; while 
either through poverty, lazineſs, or ignorance, they neither 
took care to manure it as they ought, nor gave time to any 
part of the land to recover itſelf; and when their leaſes 
are near expiring, being aſſured that their landiords would 
not renew, they ploughed even the meadows, and made 
ſuch havock, that many landlords were conliderable ſuf- 
ferers by it“. 

This gave birth ro that abominable race of gr.ziers, 
who upon expiration of the farmers leaſes were ready to 
enviots great quantities of land; and the gentlemen han- 
ing been before often ill paid, and their land wore out of 
heart, were too enſily tempted, when a rich gramer made 
an offer to take all their land, and give them ſecurity for 
payment. "his, a vaſt tract of land, where twenty or 
thirty farmers lin cd, together with their cottagers and 


* This practice probably produced the penal clauſes to pro- 
hibit ploughing, mentioned in the 2 for the univerſal ue 
Ii manifattures, Hawke. 


labourers 
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Labourers in their ſeveral cabins, became all deſolate, and 
eaſily managed by one or two herdfinen and their boys; 
whereby the maſter - grazier with little trouble ſeized to 
himſelf the livelihood of a hundred people. 

It mult be confeſſed, that the farmers were juſtly pu- 
niſhed for their knavery, brutality, and folly. But nei- 
ther are the quires and landlordt to be excuſed; for to 
them is owing the depopulating of the country, the vaſt 
number of beggars, and the ruin of thoſe few forry im- 

vements we had. 

That farmers ſhould be limited in ploughing, is very 
reaſonable, and practiſed in England; and might have 
eaſily been done here by penal clauſes in their leaſes : but 
to deprive them in a manner altogether from tilling their 
lands, was a molt ſtupid want of thinking. 

Had the farmers been confined to plough a certain 
quantity of land, with a penalty of- ten pounds an acre 
for whatever they exceeded, and farther limited for the 
three or four luſt years of their leafes, all this evil had 
been prevented; the nation would have ſaved a million 
of money ; and been more populous by above two bun- 
dred thouſanA fouls. 5 

For a people, denied the benefit of trade, to manage 
their lands in ſuch a manner as to produce nothing, but 
what they are forbidden to trade with, or only ſuch things 
as they can neither export nor manufacture to advantage, 
is an abſurdity that a avid Indian would be aſhamed of; 
eſpecially when we add, that we are content to purchaſe 
this hopeful commerce by ſending to foreign markets for 
our daily bread. 

The gratier employment is to feed great flocks of 
Heep, or Hack catile, or both, With regard to ſheep, 
as folly is uſually accompanied with perverſeneſs, ſo it is 
here, There is ſomething ſo mouſtrous to deal in a com- 
modity, (further than for our own uſe) which we are not 
allowed to export manufactured, nor even unmanufactur- 
ed, but to nh certain country, and only to fome few 
ports in that country; there is, I ſay, ſomething fo ſot- 
uh, that it wants a name in our language to expreſs it 
by : and the good of it is, that the more /heep we have, 
the tewer human creatures are left to wear the aal, or 


cat the % Ajax was mad, when he miſtook a 2 
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af ſheep for his enemies: but we ſhall never be ſober, un- 
til we have the ſame way of thinking. 

The other part of the grazier's buſineſs is what we 
call black cattle, producing +ides, talloww, and b , for 
exportation: all which are goqd and uſeful commodities, 
if rightly managed. But it ſeems, the greateſt part of 
the hides are ſent out raw for want of &ark to tur thems 
and that want will daily grow ſtronger : for, 1 doubt, the 
new project of tanning without it is at an end. Our 4e 
I am afraid, {till continues ſcandalous in foreign markets 
for the old reaſons. But our allow, for any thing I 
know, may be good. However, to beſtow the whole 
kingdom on beef and mutton, and thereby drive out half 
the people, who ſhould cat their thare, and force the reſt 
to ſend ſometimes as far as Egypt for bread to eat with 
it, is a molt pecuhar and diltinguithed piece of public œco- 
nomy, of which I have no comprehenſion. 

I know very well that our anceſtors the Scythians, and 
their poſterity our kinſmen the Tartars, lived upon the 
blood and milk and raw fleſh of their cattle, without one 
grain of corn; but I confeſs myſelf fo degenerate, that I 
am not eaſy without broad to my viduals. 

What amazed me for a week or two, was to ſee, in 
this prodigious plenty of cattle, and dearth of Hu n crea» 
tures, and want of bread, as well as 9:91cy to buy it, 
that all kind of fe/h-meat thould be monſtrouſly dear, be- 
yond what was ever known in this kingdom, I thought 
it a defect in the laws, that there was not ſome regulati- 
on in the price ot #-/þ, as well as lead but I imagine 
myſelf to have guciled out the reaton : in ſhort, I am apt 
to think, that the whole kingdom is over-Hocked with 
cattle, both Hie and white : ” and as it is vblerved, that 
the poor Ji have a vanity to be rather owners of two 
Lean cows, than one fat, althongh with double the charge 
ot grazing, and but halt the quantity of miik ; fo 1 con- 
ccive it much more duticult at pretent to find a fut Hποι e 
or We, than it would be, if half or them vere fairly 
knocked on the head: for 1 am aflarcd, that the diſtrict 
in the ſeveral markets, called carrizn-roy, 1s as rcafons 
able as the poor can deſrie ; only the circumſtance of a- 
ney to purchaſe it, and of 7r. ide, or labour „to purchaſe 


that money, aicindecd wholly wanting, 


Now, 
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Now, Sir, to return more particularly to you, and 


r memorial. 

A hundred thouſand barrels of wheat, you fay, ſhould 
be imported hither ; and ten thouſand pounds premium 
to the importers. Have you looked into the purſe of the 
nation? I am no commilhoner of the treaſury; but am 
well aſſured, that the whole running caſh would not ſup- 
ply you with a ſam to purchaſe ſo much corn, which, on- 
ly at twenty ſhillings a barrel, will be a hundred thou- 
Find pounds; and ten thouſand more for the premium. 
But you will traffic for your corn with other goods: and 
where are thoſe goods? If you had them, they are all 

| engaged to pay the rents of ab/entees, and other occaſions 
in London, beſides a huge ballance of trade this year a- 
gainſt us. Will foreigners take our bankers paper? I 
ſuppoſe, they will value it at little more than ſo much a 
quire, Where are theſe rich farmers and ingroſſers of 
corn, in ſo bad a year, and fo little ſowing ? 

You are in pain for two thillings premium, and forget 
the twenty ſhillings for the price ; find me out the latter, 
and I will engage tor the former. 

Your ſcheme for a tax for railing ſuch a ſum is all vi- 

ſionary, and owing to a great want of knowlege in the i- 
ſerable ſtate of this nation. Tea, coſ/ce, ſugar, ſpices, 
wine, and /yreign cloaths, are the particulars you men- 
tion, upon which this tax ſhould be raiſed. I will allow 
the two firſt; becauſe they are unwholcſome ; and the 
lalt, becauſe I ſhould be glad it they were all burned ; 
but | beg vou will leave us our wine to make us a while 
forget our miſery; or give your tenants leave to plough 
tor 6ar/cy, But I will tell you a /ecret, which I learned 
many ycars ago from the commiſhioners of the cuſtoms in 
London, they tad, when any comm5dity appeared to be 
taxed above a 725derate rate, the conſequence was to leſ- 
fea that branch of the revenue by one half; and one of 
thoſe gentlemen pleaſantly told me, that the miſtake of 
puiJiaments on ſuch occitions was owing to an error of 

computiag two and two to make four; whereas in the 
bulinels of laying heavy irpo/eticrns tuo and two never 
made more than one; which happens by leſſening the 
unport, and the {trong temptation of running ſuch goods 
«as paid high duties, at leaſt ia this kingdom, Although 
the 


168 AN ANSWER TO 


the women are as vain and extravagant as their lovers 0: 
their huſbands can deſerve, and the men are fond enough 
of wine, yet the number of both, who can afford ſuch 
expences, is ſo ſmall, that the major part muſt refuſe 
gratifying themſelves, and the duties will rather be leſ- 
ſened than encreaſed. But, allowing no force in this ar- 
gument; yet ſo preternatural a ſum, as one hundred and 
ten thouſand pounds, raiſed all on a ſudden, (for there is 
no dallying with hunger) is jult in proportion with raiſing 
a million and a half in England; which, as things now 
ſtand, would probably bring that opulent kingdom under 
ſome difficulties. | 

You are concerned how ſtrange and ſurprizing it would 
be in foreign parts to hear, that the poor were ſtarving 
in a Ric Country, ec. Are you in earneſt? is Ireland 
the rich country you mean? or arc you inſulting our po- 
verty were you ever out of Ireland? or were you ever 
in it till of late? you may probably have a good employ- 
meat, and are ſav ing all you can to purchaſe a good eſtate 
in Eryiand. But by talking fo familiarly of one hundred 
and ten thouſund pounds by a tax upon a few commodi- 
ties, it is plain, vou are either naturally or affectedly ig- 
norar:t of our pier condition; or elſe you would know 
and allow, tat fiich © fam is not to be raiſed here, with- 
out a gener if e jg tice, in proportion to our wealth, 
we pay already in gin more than England ever did in 
the heighth of the war. And when you have brought o- 
ver your corn, who will be the buyers ? Moſt certainly, 
not the poor, who will not be a%/z to purchaſe the 
twenucth part of it, 

Sir, upon the hole, your paper is a very crude piece, 
liable to more objectious than there are lines; but, I think, 
your mcaning is good. and fo far you are pardonable. 

If you will propoſe a general contribution for ſupport- 
ing the poor in Ye and buttermilk, till the new corn 
comes in, perhaps you may ſucceed better; becauſe the 
thing at leait is poſſible: and, I think, if our brethren in 
England would contribute upon this emergency, out of 


the million they gain from us every year, they would do 
a piece of juſtice as well as charity. In the mean time 
go and preach to your own tenants to fall ro the plough 
as falt as they can; and prevail with your neighbouring 

| 9 5 ſquires 
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"quires to do the ſame with theirs; or elſe die with the 
guilt of having driven away half the inhabitants, and 
ttarving the reſt. For as to your ſcheme of railing ane 
tundred and ten thouſand pourd:, it is as vain as that of 
Rabelais; which was to ſqueeze out wind from the poſ- 
teriors of a dead aſs. 

But, why all this concern for the poor? We want 
them not as the country is now managed ; they may fol- 
low thouſands of their leaders, and ſeck their bread a- 
broad. Where the plough has no work, one family can 
do the buſineſs of fifty, and you may fend away the o- 
ther forty-nine. An admirable piece of huſbandry, ne- 
ver known or practiſed by the iſeſt nations, who er- 
roncouſly thought people to be the riches of a country. 

If ſo wretched a (tate of things would allow it, me- 
thinks I could have a malicious plcaſure, after all the 
warning I have in vain given the public at my own peril 
for ſeveral years paſt, to ſec the conſequences and events 
anſwering in every particular, I pretend to no ſagacity : 
what I write was little more than what I had diſcourſed 
to fercral perſons, who were generally of my opinion: 
and it was obvious to every common underſtanding, that 
ſuch etfects mult needs fullow from ſuch cauſes. A fair 
iſſue of things begun upon party rage, while ſome ſacri- 
ficed the public to fury, and others to ambition: while a 
ſpirit of faction and oppreſhon reigned in every part of the 
country, where gentlemen, inſtead of conſulting the eaſe 
of their renants or cultivating their lands, were worrying 
one another upon points of whzig and tory, of high church 
and /zw church ; which no more concerned them, than 
the long and famous controverſy of Afra, for razors * : 
while agriculture was wholly diſcouraged, and conſe- 
quently half the farmers and labourers, and poorer tradeſ- 

men, forced to beggary or baniſhment : <vi/dom crieth . 
in the /irzets; becauſe I have called on you I have 
ſtretched gut my hand, and no man regarded. But ye 
bade ſet at nought all my counſels, and would none of 


* Apicce of leather paſted on wood to be uſed with a certain 


powder, tor the property and excellence of which ſeveral com- 
peti.ors cagerly contended, Haute/. 


my 
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my reproof. I alſo will laugh at your calamity, and 


mock when your fear cometh, 

I have now done with your memorial, and freely ex- 
cuſe your miſtakes, ſince you appear to write as a ſtran- 
ger, and as of a country, winch is left at liberty to en- 
joy the beneſits of nature, and to make the beſt of thoſe 
advantages which God hath given it in fuil, climate, and 
ſituation. 

But having lately ſent out a paper, entitled, 4 fore 
viow of the ſtate of Ireland 3 and hearing of an objection, 
that ſome people think I have treated the memory of the 
late Lord Chief justice \ hitthed with an appeararice of 
ſeverity : lince { may not probably have another oppor- 
tunity of explaining myſelf in that particular, I chuſe to 
do it here: laying it therefore down for a þ7ulutu, 
which I ſuppoſe will be univerſally granted, that no /itzle 
crealure of ſo mean a biith and genius had ever the 4. 
nur to be a greater enemy to his country, and to all 
kinds of virtue than HE, I anſwer thus; whether there 
be two different goddefies called Fame, as fome authors 
contend, or only one goddels founding two different trum- 
pets, it is certain, that people diſtinguiſhed for their v//- 
lainy have as good a title to a blaſt from the proper trum- 
pet, as thoſe who are moit renowned for their virtues 
have from the other; and have equal reaſon to complain 
if it be ref d them. And accordingly the names of the 
molt cee. te projpiizates have been faithfully tranſmit- 
ed dow to poſterity. And although the perſon here un- 
deritoud afed his part in an obſcure corner of the world; 
yet his talents might have thone with luſtre enough iu the 
noblcit ſc2ne. 

As to my naming a perſon dead, the plain honeſt rea- 
ſon is the belt, He was armed with power and will to 
do miſchicf, en where he was not provoked, as appear- 
ed by his proſecuting two printz'rs, one to death, and 
both to ruin, who had neither oftended God, nor the 
king, nor him, nor the public. | 

What an encouragement to vice is this? If an ill man 
be alive, and in power, we dare not attack him, and if 
he be weary of the world, or of his own villainics, he 
has nothing to do but die, and then his reputation is late. 
For thelc excellent calutts know juit It enough to 
have 
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have heard a moſt fooliſh precept, that de mort ui, nil 
uiſi bonum: ſo that if Socrates, and Anytus his accaſzr “, 
had happened to die together, the charity of furvirors 
mult cither have obliged them to hold their peace, or to 
fx the ſame character on both. The only crime of 
charging the dead is, when the leaſt doubt remains whe- 
ther the accuſation be true; but when mea are openly a- 
bandoned, and loſt to all ſhame, they have no reuſon to 
think it hard, if their memory be reproached. Whoe- 
ver reports, or otherwiſe publiſheth any thing, which it 
is poſkble may be falſe, that man is a flanderer ; hic niger 
eft, hanc tu, Romane, cavet9, Even the leaſt miſrepre- 
ſentation, or aggravation of facts, deſerves the ſame cen- 
ſure in ſome degree: but in this cafe I am quite deceived, 
if my error hach not been on the ſide of extenuation. 

have now preſent before me the idea of ſome perſons, 
(I know not in what part of the world) who ſpend cvery 
moment of their lives, and every turn of their thoughts 
while they are awake, (and probably of their dreams 
while they ſleep) in the moſt deteſtable actions and de- 
ſigns; who delight in miſchief, ſcandal, and cbloguy, 
with the hatred and contempt of all mankind againſt them ; 
but chiefly of thoſe among their own party, and their own 
family; ſuch, whoſe 241945 gualities rival each other for 
perfection; avarice, brutality, ſation, pride, malice, 
treachery, noiſe, impudence, daluaſt, ignrance, vanity, 
and revenge, contending every moment for ſuperiority in 
their breaſts. Such creatures are not to be reformed ; 
neither is it prudent, or ſafe to attempt a rer mation. 
Yet, although their memories will zt, tire may be 
ſome bencũt tor their ſurvivors, to ſox} it waile it i8 
SUUNT, | 


Jam, SIR, 


your humble ſorcant, 
Dalllu, March 
25th, 1728. A. K 


* Avnytus one of the wretches who 3ccuſ.d S>cratzs of con- 
temnins the gods, and endcavouiing to ſubvert the reli, ion ot 
bis country, Haul / 
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A Vixpicartiown of his Excellency Jonx Lord 
CarTEKET, from the charge of favouring 
none but Tories, High-church-men, and 


Facabmes +. 
Written in the year 1730. 


N order to treat this important ſubject with the great- 
I elt fairneſs and impartiality, perhaps it may be con- 
venient to give ſome account of his exce/{ency; in whoſe 
life and character there are certain particulars, which 
might give a very juſt ſuſpicion of ſome truth in the accu- 
ſation he lies under. 

He is deſcended from two noble, antient and molt loyal 
families, the Carterets, and the Granvilles: too much 
diſtinguiſhed, I confeſs, for what they acted, and what 
they ſuffered in defending the former conſtitution in 
church and (tate under king Charles the martyr; 1 mean 
that very prince, on account of whoſe martyrdom a form 
of prayer, with faſting, was enjoined by act of parlia- 
ment to be uſed on the 3oth day of January every year, 
to implore the mercies of God, that the guilt of that ſa- 


+ The view of this piece ſeems to be to recommend mo- 
deration, and laugh political bigottry out of countenance, 
Hawkeſ. 

In this piece the failings of the noble Lord, ariſing from the 
prejudices of great talents and a learned education, are finely 
diſplayed with infinite wit and humour. However, indeed, 
there is couched here abundance of ſatire, Pijtorides, that 
poor, angry, buſtling mortal, he treats with all imaginable 
contempt: but in Lis ſatire againſt Traulus he ſpares not to 
draw blood at every ſtroke; the former part of which is bitter- 
ly farcait.c, and the latter as bitterly ironical. His account 
of Ageſiluus being caught by the parſon ef the pariſh riding on 
a hobby-horſe with his children, and ſome other touches of 
the like fort, arc truly diverting. D. Swift. 

cred 
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ered and innocent blood might not be viſited on us or our 
poſterity ; as we may read at large in our common-prayer- 
books ; which day hath been ſolemnly kept, even within 
the memory of many men now alive. 

His excellency the preſent Lord was educated in the 
univerſity of Oxford; from whence, with a fingularity 
ſcarce to be juſtified, he carried away more Greek, Latin 
and philo/ophy, than properly became a perſon of his rank; 
indeed much more of each than moſt of thoſe who are 
forced to live by their learning will be at the unneceſſary 
pains to load their heads with. 

This was the rock he ſplit on upon his firſt appearance 
in the world, and having juſt got clear of his guardians, 
For as ſoon as he came to town, ſome biſhops, and clergy- 
men, and other perſons moſt eminent for learning and 
parts, got him among them; from whom although he 
were fortunately dragged by a lady and the court, yet 
he could never wipe off the ſtain, nor waſh out the tinct- 
ure ot his univerũity acquirements and diſpoſitions. 

To this another misfortune was added, that it pleaſed 
God to endow him with great natural talents, memory, 
judgment, comprehenſion, eloquence, and wit: and, to 
fimih the work, all theſe were fortified even in his youth 
with the advantages received by ſuch employments, as 
are belt neted both to exercife and polith the gifts of na- 
ture and education, having been ambaſtador in ſeveral 
courts, when his age would hardly allow him to take a 
degree; and made principal ſecretary of [tate at a period, 
when, according to cuſtom, he ought to have been buſied 
in loſing his money at a chocolate-houſe ; or in other a- 
muiements cqually laudable and epidemic among perſons 
of honour. 

I cannot ont another weak fide in his excellency. For 
it is known, and can be proved upon him, that Greek 
and Latin books might be found every day in his dreſ- 
ſing· roo u, if it were carefully ſearched; and there is 
reaton to ſuſpect, thiat ſome of the ſaid books have been 
privately coaveyed to him by % hands. I am likewiſe 
auſured, that he hath been taken in the very fact of read- 
ing the ſaid books, even in the midſt of a ſeſſion, to the 
great neglect of public affairs. | | 
1 own, there may be ſome grounds for this charge; 
f 91 becauſe 
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becauſe I have it from good hands, that when his excel- 


lency is at dinner with one or two fcholars at his elbows, 
he grows a moſt unſupportable and unintelligible compa- 
nion to all the fine gentlemen round the table. 
cannot deny, that his excellency lics under another 
very great diſadvantage. For with all the accompliſh- 
ments above mentioned, adding that of a molt comely 
and gracctul perſon, and during the prime of youth, ſpi- 
Fits, at vigour, he hath in a moſt unexemplary manner 
led u reguiar domethic life; diſcorers a great eſteem, and 
friendijup. and love tur his lady, as well as true affedli- 
on for his chudren; and when he is diſpoſed to admit an 
entertaining evening-companion, be doth not always e- 
nough reflect, whether the perfon may poſſibly in former 
days have lain under the imputation of a fery; nor at 
ſuch times do the natural or a#ed&ed fears of popery and 
the pretender make any part of the converſation: I pre- 
ſame, becauſe neither Homer, Plato, Ariſtotle, or Ci- 
ecro, have made any mention of them. 

Theſe I freely acknowlege to be his ex. ncy's fail- 
ings: yet, I think it is agreed by philoſop: and di- 
vines, that ſome allowance ought to be given „ human 
infirmity, and to the prejudices of a wrong education. 

am well aware, how much my ſentiments ditfer from 
the or: (edo opinions of one or two principal patriots, at 
the head of whom I name with honour Piltorides. For 
theſe have decided the matter directly againſt me by de- 
claring, that no perſon, who was ever known to he un- 
der the ſuſpicion of one ſingle tory principle, or who had 
been once ſeen at a great man's levee in the wort of 
times *, ſhould be allowed to come within the verge of 
the caltle ; ; much lefs to bow in the anti-chamber, appear 
at the a/e126/zes, or dance at a birth- night. However J 
dare aſſert, that this maxim hath been often controlled; 
and that on the contrary, a conſiderable number of car/y 
peonitents have been received into grace, who are now an 
ernament, happineſs, and /pport to the nation. 

Neither do 1 nd any murmuring on fome other poiats 


* The three laſt years of queen Anne, when Lord Oxford 


of 


was miniſter, were fo call:d by the whigs. Hawke. 
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of greater importance, where this favourite maxim is not 
ſo ſtrictly obſerved. 

To inſtance only in one. I have not heard, that any 
tate hath hitherto been taken to diſcover whether madam 
* Violante be a e or try in her principles; or eren 
that ſhe hath ever been offered the ouths to the govern- 
ment : on the contrary, I am told, that ſhe openly pro- 
feſſeth herſelf to be a Higher; and it is not improba- 
ble by her outlandiſh name, ſhe may alſo be a papi/t in 
her heart; yet we ſee this illuſtrious and dangerous fe- 
male openly careſſed by principal perſons of both parties; 
who contribute to ſupport her in a ſplendid manner, with- 
out the leaſt apprehenſions from a grand-jury, or even 
from ſquire Hartley Hutcheſon himſelf, that zealous 
proſecutor of hawwkers and libelt. And, as Hobbes wile- 
ly obſerves, /o much money being equivalent to fo much 
power, it may deſerve conſidering, with what ſatery ſuch 
an inſtrument of power ought to be truſted in the hands 
of an alien, who hath not given any legal ſecurity for her 
good affection to the government. 

confeſs, there is one evil which 1 could wiſh our 
friends would think proper to redrefs. There are many 
whigs in this kingdom of the /d-faſtoned ftamp, of 
whom we might make very good uſe; they beur the fame 
loyalty with us to the Hanoverian family in the perſon of 
kiag George the IId. The ſame abhorrence of the pre- 
tender, with the conſequences of popery and ſlavery, and 
the fame indulgence to tender conſciences : bet having 
nothing to aik tor themſelves, and therefore the more 
leifure to think for the public, tucy are often apt to en- 
tertain fears, and melancholy proſpects concerning the 
ſtate of their country, the decay of trade, the Want of 
money, the milerable condition of the people, with o- 
ther topics of the like nature; all which do cqually con- 
cern both ui and tere; who, if they kave any thing 
to Joſe, mult be cqually ſafferers. Perhaps, one or two 
ot theſe melancao}, gentlemen will ſometimes venture to 
publuh their thoughts in print: now 1 can by no means 
approve our uldal caltum of curſing and railiag at this 


A famous Italian rope - dancer. Haul. ſ. 
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ſpecies of thinkers, under the names of tories, jacobiter, 
Pup. lu, [:bellers, rebels, and the like. 

This was the utter rum of that poor, angry, buſtling, 
well meaning mortal Piſtorides ; who lies equally under 
the contetupt of both parties; with no other difference, 
than a mixture of pity on one fide, and of aver/icn on the 
other, 

How hat! he been pelted, peſtered and pounded by 
one ſingle wag, who promiſeth never to forſake him, liv- 
ing or dead? 

| was mach pleaſed with the humour of a ſurgeon in 
this town ; who having, in his own apprehenſion, receiv- 
ed ſome great injuſtice trom the Earl of Galway, and deſ- 
pairing of revenge as well as relief, declared to all his 
friends, that he had ſet a- part one hundred guineas to 
purchaſe the Earl's carcaſe from the ſexton, whenever iz 
thonld dye, to make a ſkeleton of the bones, ſtuff the 
hide, and ſhew them for three-pence ; and thus get ven- 

ance for the injuries he had ſuffered by its owner. 

Of the like ſpirit too often is thut implacable race of 
wits; againſt whom there is no defence but innocence, 
and philoſophy: neither of which is likely to be at hand; 
and therefore the wounded have no where to fly for a 
ture, but to down-right itupidity, a crazed head, or a 
profligate contempt of guilt and ſhame. 

I am therefore ſorry for that other miſerable creature 
Traulus; who, although of ſomewhat a different ſpecies, 
yet ſeems very far to outdo even the genius of Piſtorides 
in that miſcar;ying talent cf railing without conſiſtency or 
diſcretion againſt the moſt innocent perſons, according to 
the preſent ſituation of his gall and fpleen. I do not 
blame an +-neft genticman for the bittereſt inveQtives a- 
gainſt cnc, to whom he profeſſeth the greateſt tnendihip; 

rovided he acts in the durk, ſo as not to be difcovered: 
But in the midit of careges, vifits, ard invitations, to 
run into the ſtrrets, or to as futlic a Hue, and without 
the leuſt pretended incitement ſputter out the bafeſt and 
falſcſt eccuturions; chen to wipe his mouth, come up 
ſmiling to his friend, ſhake him by the hand, and tell 
him in a whifper, it was all for 1:5 /oroice : this proceed- 
ing, 1 am bold to think n great failure in prudence : and 
I am afraid leti tuck @ proctitivncr, with « body fo 9 
0 
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fo Hul, and fo full of forer, may fall under the reſent- 

ment of aa uwcenſed political /urgeon, who is not in muck 

renown to: his mercy upon great provocation: who with» 

out waiting for his death, will ay and 4iJect him alive; 

| and to the view of mankind lay open all the difordered 

| cells of his brain, the venom of his tongue, the corrupti- 
on of his heart, and ſpurs and flatus s of his ſpleen: and 
all this for three-pence. 

In ſuch a caſe what a ſcene would be laid open ! and, 
to drop my metaphor, what a character of our miſtaking 
friend might an angry enemy draw and expoſe ! particu- 
larizing that unnatural co: junction of vices and follies fo 
inconſiltent with each other in the fame breaſt : furious 
and fawning, ſcurrilous and flattering, cowardly and pro- 
voking, inſolent and abje& ; moit proflig.tely falſe, with 
the ſtrongeſt profeſſions of fincerity ; polituve and vari- 
able, tyrannical and flavith. 

I apprehend, that if all this ſhould be ſet out to the 
world by an angry whig of the c ſtamp, the unavoid- 
able conſequence muſt be a confinement of our /7iend for 
ſome months more to his garret; and thereby depriving 
the public for ſo long time, and in fo important a junc- 
ture of his uſeful talents in their ſervice, while he is fed 
like a wild beaſt through a hole; but I hope with a ſpe- 
cial regard to the quantit and quality of his nouriſhment, 

In vain would his excuſers.endeavour to palliate his e- 
normities by imputing them to madreſs ; becauſe it is well 
known, that mauneſs only operates by inflaming and en- 
larging the good or evil diſpolitions of the mind. For 
the chratars of Bedlam aſſure us, that ſome tunaticks are 
perſons of honour, truth, benevolence, and many ut: 
virtues, which appear in their higheſt ravings, although 

| after a wild incoherent manner; while others on the con- 

| trary diſcover in every word and action the utmoſt baſere's 
and Gepravity of human minds; which infallibly they poſ- 
fe:jed in the fame degree, although perhaps under a bet- 
ter regulation, before their entrance into that acadeux. 

But it may be objected, that there is an argument of 
much force to excule the overflowings of that zeal, which 
our /riend thews or means for our cauſe. And it muſt 
de confelted, that the eaſy and /mocth fluency of his ela- 
culian, beſterved on him by nature, and cultivated by 

| continual 


| 
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continual practice, added to the comelineſs of his perſom, 
the harmony of his voice, the graceſulneſs of his manner, 
and the decency of his dreſs, are temptations too ſtrong 
for ſuch a genius to reſut upon any public occaſion of 
making them appear with wriverſal applauſe. And if 
good men are ſometimes accuſed of loving their jeſt bet- 
ter than their friend; furely to gain the reputation of the 
firſt orator in the kingdom, no man of ſpirit would ſcruple 
to loſe all the /riends he had in the world, 

It is uſual for maſters to make their boys declaim on 
both ſides of an argument; and as fome kinds of aſſem- 
blies are called the /chools of poiitics, I confeſs nothing 
can better improve political ſchool-boys, than the art of 
making plauſible or unplauſible harangues againſt the very 
opinion, for which they reſolve to determine. 

So cardinal Perron, after having ſpoke for an hour to 
the admiration of all his hearers to prove the exiſtence of 
God, told ſome of bis intimates, that he could have ſpok- 
en another hour, and much better, to prove the con- 
trar . 

I have placed this reaſoning in the ſtrongeſt light, that 
I think it will bear; and have nothing to anſwer, but 
that, allowing it as much weight as the reader ſhal! pleale,. 
it hath conſtantly met with ill ſucceſs in the mouth of 
our friend; but whether for want of good luck, or good 
managemett, I ſuſpend my judgment. 

To return from this long digreſſion; if perſons in high 
ſtations have been allowed to chuſe wenches without re- 
gard even to difference in religion, yet never incurred the 
leaſt reflection on their loyalty, or their proteſtantiſm; 
ſhall the chicf governor of a great kingdom be cenſured 
for chuſing a companion, who may formerly have been 
ſuſpected for differing from the orthodox in ſome ſpecula- 
tive opinions of perſons and things, which cannot atiet 
the fundamental principles of a found whiz ? 

But let me ſuppoſe a very politble caſe. Here is a 
perſon ſent to govern Ireland, whoſe unfortunate weak 
fide it happens to be, foi ſeveral reaſons above men tion- 
ed, that he hath encyuraged the attcadance ct v. or la 
gentlemen dittnguithed for their taite, their wir, ard 
their learuing; who have taken the viths to his majcity, 


and pray heartily fur lim: yet becauſc they may pernups 
be 
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be ſtigmatized as gtrondam tories by Piſtorides and his 
gang, his excellency mult be forced to baniſh them un- 
der the pain and peril of diſpleaſing the zealots of his own 
party ; and thereby be put into a worſe condition than e- 
very common good fellow, who may be a ſincere pro- 
teſtant and a loyal ſubject, and yet rather chuſe to drink 
fine ale at the pope's head, than muddy at the King s. 

Let me then return to my ſuppoſitions. It is certain, 
the high-fown loyaliſts in the preſent ſenſe of the word 
have their thoughts, and ſtudies, and tongues, ſo entire - 
ly diverted by political ſchemes, that the zeal of their 
principles hath eaten up their underſtandings ; neither 
have they time from their employments, their hopes, and 
their hourly labours for acquiring new additions of merit, 
to amuſe themſelves with philological converſe or ſpecu- 
lations, which are utterly rumous to all ſchemes of riſing 
in the world, What then mult a great man do, whoſe 
ill ſtars have fatally perverted him to a love and taite, 
and poſſeſlion of literature, politeneſs, and good ſenſe? 
our thorough-ſped republic of whigs, which contains the 
bulk of all hopers, pretenders, expecters, and profeſſor: 
are beyond all doubt molt +:;ghly uſeful to princes, to go- 
vernors, to great miniſters, and to their country; but at 
the ſame time, and by neceſſary conſequence, the moſt 
diſagreeable companions to all, who have that unfortunate 
turn of mind peculiar to his excellency, and perhaps to 
hive or fix more in a nation. 

I do not deny it poſſible, that an original or proſelyte 
favourite of the times might have been born to thoſe uſe- 
leſs talents, which in former ages qualiſied a man to be 
a poet, or a philoſopher. All 1 contend for is, that 
where the true genius of party once enters, it ſweeps the 
houſe clean, and leaves room for many 9ther ſpirits ta 
take joint poſictton, until the /aft tate of that man is 
exceedingly better an the fir/t. | 

allow it a great error in his excellency, that he ad- 
heres fo obſtinately to his old un/u/hicnuble academic e- 
ducation ; yet fo perverſe is human nature, that the uſual 
remedies for this evil in others have produced a contrary 
effect in him; to a degree, that I am credibly informed, 
he will, as I have already hinted, in the middle of a ſeſ- 
bon quote pailages out of Plato and Pindar at his own ta 

| ro 
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to ſome book-learned companion without bluſhing, even 
when perſons of great flations are by. 

I will venture one ſtep further; which is, freely to 
confeſs, that this miſtaken method of educating youth in 
the knowlege of ancient learning and language is too apt 
to ſpoil their politics and principles: becauſe the doctrine 
and examples of the books they read, teach them leſſons 
directiy contrary in every point to the preſent practice of 
the world: and accordingly Hobbes moſt judiciouſly ob- 
ſerves, that the writings of the Greeks and Romans made 
young men imbibe opinions againſt abſolute power in a 
prince, or even in a firſt 7ini/?-r ; and to embrace noni 
ons of liberty and property. | 

It hath been therefore a great felicity in theſe king- 
doms, that the heirs to titles and Jarge eſtates have a 
weakneſs in their eyes, a tenderneſs in their conſtituti- 
ons; are not able to bear the pain and indignity of whip- 
ping; and, as the mother rightly expreſſes it, could ne- 
ver take to their books, yet are well enough qualified ro 
ſign a receipt for half a year's rent, to put their names 
( rightly ſpelt } to a warrant, and to read pamphiers a- 
gainſt religian and 4igh-flving; whereby they fill their 
niches, and carry themiclves through the world with that 
dignity, which belt becomes a /e/:1tor and a '/quire. 

I could heartily wiſh his excellency would be more con- 
deſcending to the genius of the kingdom he governs; to 
the condition of the times, and to the nature ot the ſtati- 
on he fills. Yet if it be truc, what I have read in old 
Engliſh tory- books, that one Agetilaus (no matter to the 
bulk ot my re:ders whether 1 ſpell the name right or 
wrong) was caught by the rn of the pariſh riding on 
a hobby horſe with his children; that Socrates a hcathen 
philoſopher was found dancing by himſelt at fourſcore; 
that a king called Czfar Angiftus (or fome ſuch name) 
uſed to play with boys, whereof fome might pothbly be 
ſons of tories; and that two great men called Scipio and 
Lelius, (I forget their chri/ti24 names, and whether 
they were pocts or generals) often played at duct and 
drake with ſmooth {tones on a river. Now J fav, it 
theſe facts be true, (and the book where found them is 
in print) | cannot imagine, why our moſt zealous patriots 
may not a little indulge his excellency in an 8 
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which is not morally evil; provided he gives no publie 
ſcandal; which is by all means to be avoided: I ſay, 
why he may not be indulged twice a week to converſe 
with one or two particular perſons ; and let him and them 
conn over their old exp/zded readings together, after 
mornings ſpent in hearing and preſcribing ways and means 
from and to his ½%/ obedient politicians for the welfare 
of the kingdom; although the ſaid particular perſon, or 
perſons, may not have made ſo public a declaration of 
their political faith in all its parts, as the buſineſs of the 
nation requires ſtill ſubmitting my opinion to that /ap- 
fy majority, which I am confident is a/ways in the right ; 
by whom the liberty of the ſubject hath been ſo frequent- 
ly, ſo ſtrenuouſly, and fo ſucceſsfully afferted ; who by 
their wiſe counſels have made commerce to flourith, money 
to abound, inhabitants to encreaſe, the value of lands and 
rents to riſe ; and the whole iſland put on a new face of 
plenty and proſperity. 

But, in order to clear his excellency more fully from 
this accuſation of ſhewing his favours to High- Wh err, 
tries, and jacobites, it will be neceſſary to come to par- 
ticulars. 3 

The firſt perſon of a tory denomination, to whom his 
exccllency gave any marks of his favour, was doctor 
Thomas Sheridan, It 1s to be obſerved, that this hap- 
pened fo early in his excellency s government, as it may 
be jultly ſuppoſed he had not been informed of that gen- 
tleman's character upon fo dangerous an article. The 
doctor being well known, and diſtinguiſhed for his ſkill 
and ſucceſs in the education of youth beyond moſt of his 
profeſhon for many years paſt, was recommended to his 
exccllency on the ſcore of his learning, and particularly 
for his knowlege in the Greek tougue ; whereof, it ſeems, 
his excellency is a great admirer, although for what rea- 
ſons I could never imagine. However, it is agreed on 
all hands, that his lordſhip was too eafily prevailed on by 
the doctor s requeſt, or indeed rather from the bias of his 
own nature, to hear a tragedy acted in that unknown lan- 
guage by the doctor's lads, which was written by {ome 
heathen author; but whether it contained any 1 or 
bigh-church principles, muſt be left to the coaſciences of 
the %, the doctor, and his excellency ; the only = 

| ncucs 
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neſſes in this caſe, whoſe teſtimonies can be depended 
upon. 

"+ Gans his excellency (a thing never to be ſuffici- 
ently wondered at) was fo pleaſed with his entertainment, 
that ſome time after he gave the doctor a church-living 
to the value of almoſt one hundred pounds a vear, and 
made him one of his chaplains ; from an a727/7+.7ted noti- 
on, that good ſchool-maſters ought to be encouraged in 
every nation profeſhng civility and religion. Yet his ex- 
cellercy did not venture to make this bold ſtep without 
ſtrong recommendations from perſons of undoubted prin- 
ciples itted to the times ; who thought themſelves bound 
in juſtice, honour, and gratitude, to do the doctor a 
good ofhce, in return for the care he had taken of their 
children, or of thoſe of their friends. Yet the cata- 
ſtrophe was terrible ; for the doctor, in the heighth of 
his felicity and gratitude going down to take poſſeſſion of 
his pariſh, and furniihed with a few led ſermons, where» 
of as it is to be ſuppoſed the number was very ſmall, 
having never ſerved a cure in the church; he ſtopt at 
Cork to attend on his biſhop ; and going to church on the 
ſunday following, was according to the uſual civility of 
country clergymen invited by the miniſter of the pariſh to 
ſupply the pulpit. It happened to be the ſirſt of Auguſt; 
and the frle of Auguſt happened that year to light upon 
a ſunday : and it happened that the doctor's text was in 
theſe words; ſufficient unto the day is the evil thereof* : 
and laſtly, it happened that ſome one perſon of the con- 
gregation, whoſe loyalty made him watchtul upon every 
appeui ance of danger to his majeſty's perſon and govern- 
ment, when ſervice was over, gave the alarm. Notice 
was immediately fent up to town; and by the zeal of 
one man of u large dimenſions of body or mind, ſuch a 
clamour was raiſed, that we in Dublin could apprehend 
no leſs than an invaſion by the pretender, who muſt be 
landed in the /o:4h, The refule was, that the doctor 
muſt be ſtruck out of the chaplain's liſt, and appear no 
mare at the caſtle ; yet whether he were then, or be at 
this day, 2 whiz or a tory, I think is a ſecret ; only it is 


* The firſt of Auguit is the anniverſary of the Hanorerian 
family's acceſſion to the crown of Great Britain. Hawke/. 
manifeſt, 
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manifeſt, that he is a zcalous Hanoverian, at leaſt in 
poetry, and a great admirer of the preſent rozal family 
through all its branches. 1t> f.icnds likewilc attert, that 
he had preached this icrmon often under the ſame text; 
that not having obſerved the words, till he was in the 
pulpit, and had opened his notes, as hie is a perſon a little 
ahltracted, he wanted preſence of mind to change them: 
and that in the whole fermon there was not a ſyllable re- 
lating to government or party, or to the ſubject of the 
day. 

In this incident there ſeems to have been an union of 
events, that will probably never happen again to the cad 
of the world; or is at leaſt, like the grand conjunction 
in the hcavens 3 which, I think, they fay can arrive but 
onee in twenty thouſand years. | 

The ſecond gentleman (if I am right in my chronolo- 
gy) who under the ſuſpicion of a e received ſome fa- 
roar from his excellency, is Mr James Stopford ; very 
ſtrongt; recommended by the moſt eminent <:/g in Eng- 
land on the account of his learning, and virtue, and o- 
ther accompliſhments. He had paſſed the preateit part 
of his youth in cloſe itady, or in travelling; and was ci- 
ther not at home, or not at leiſure to trouble his thoughts 
about party; which I allow -to be a great omiſſion, al- 
though I cannot honeſtly place him in the Jut of Fries: 
and therefore think his excellency may be fairly acquitted 
for making him vicar of Finglaſs, worth about one hun- 
dred pounds a year. | 

The third is doctor Patrick Delany. This divine lies 
under ſome diſadvantage ; having in his youth received 
many civilitics from a certain perſon *, then in a 
very high ſtation here; for which reaſon, I doubt the 
doctor never drank his contuſion ſince, and what makes 
the matter deſperate, it is now too lite; unleſs our i- 
guijitzrs will be content with drinking ce to his 
memory, The aturcſud emment perſon, who was a 
judge of all merit, except that of party, diſtinguiſhed the 
doctor among other juniors in our univerſity for his learn- 
mg, virtue, diſcretion, and good fenſe. But the doctor 


Sir Conſtantine Phipps, Lord Chancellor of Ireland, when 
Queen Anne dicd. 
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was then in too good a ſituation at his college to hope or 
endeavour at a better eſtabliſhment from one, who had 
no power to give it him. 

Upon the preſent Lord Licutenant's coming over, the 
doctor was named to his Excellency by a friend ſ among 
other clergy of diſtinction, as perſons whoſe characters it 
was proper his Excellency ſhould know ; and by the truth 
of which the giver would be content to ſtand or fall in 
his Excellency's opinion; fince not one of thoſe perſons 
were 1n particular friendſhip with the gentleman who gave 
in their names. By this, and ſome other incidents, par- 
ticularly the recommendation of the late Archbiſhop of 
Dublin, the doctor became known to his Excellency, 
whoſe fatal turn of mind towards heatheni/h and outlan- 
diſh books and languages, finding as I conceive a like diſ- 
poſition in the doctor, was the cauſe of his becoming fo 
domeſtic, as we are told he is, at the caſtle of Dublin. 

Three or four years ago the doctor grown weary of an 
academic life, for ſome reaſons beit known to the ma- 
nagers of the diſcipling in that learned ſociety (which it 
may not be for their hcnour to mention) reſolved to leave 
it; although, by the benefit of the pupils, and his ſenior 
fellowſhip, with all its perquiſites, he received every year 
between nine hundred and a thouſand pounds. And a 
ſmall northern living, in the univerſity's donation, of 
ſomewhat better than one hundred pounds a year falling 
at the ſame time with the chancellorſhip of Chritt-charch, 
to about equal the value, in the gift of his Exccllency ; 
the doctor ventured into the world in a very fcanty con- 
dition ; having ſquandered away all his annual income in 
a manner, which, although perhaps proper enough tor a 
clergyman without a family, will not be for the advantage 
of his character to diſcover either on the exchange, or at 
a banker's thop. 

About two months ago, his Excellency gave the doc- 
tor a prebend in St Patrick's cathedral ; which being of 
near the ſame value with cither of the two former, will 
add a third part to his revenues, af*>r he thall have paid 
the great incumbrances upon it: ſo that he may now be 
ſud to poſſeſs of church-preferments in {cattercd tythes 


T Tie author, 


three 


THE LORD-CARTERET. 185 


three hundred pounds a year; inſtead of the like ſum of 
infallible rents from a ſenior fellowſhip, with the offices 
annexed ; beſide the advantage of a free lodging, a great 
number of pupils, and ſome other eaſements. 

But ſince the doctor hath not in any of his writings, 
his ſermons, his actions, his diſcourſe, or his company, 
Ciſcovered one fingle principle of either whiz or tory ; 
and that the Lord Lieutenant ſtill continues to admit him; 
I ſhall boldly pronounce him ONE OF US: but, like a 
new /ree-maſon, who hath not yet learned all the dialect 
of the myſtery. Neither can he juſtly be accuſed of any 
tory doctrines; except perhaps ſome among thoſe few, 
with which that wicked party was charged during the 
heighth of their power, but have been face transferred 
for the moit cli reaj7ns, to the while body of our firm- 
eſt friends. 

I have now done with the clergy : and upon the ſtrict- 
eſt examination have not been able to find above one of 
that order, againſt whom any party ſuſpicion can lie; I 
mean the unfortunate gentleman doctor Sheridan, who by 
meer chance-medley ſhot his own fortune dead with a 
ſingle text. 

As to the laity, I can hear of but one perſon of the 
try ſtamp, who fince the beginning of his Excellency's 
government did ever receive any ſolid mark of his favour: 
{ mcan Sir Arthur Acheton, reported to be an acknow- 
leged tory; and, what is almoſt as bad, a ſcholar into 
the bargaia. It is whiſpered about, as a certain truth, 
that this gentleman 1s to have a grant of a certain barrack 
upon his eftate within two miles of his own houſe; for 
which the crown is to be his tenant, at the rent of ſixty 
pounds per a4; he being only at the expence of a- 
bout fue hundred pounds to put the houſe in repair, build 
ſtables, and other neceſſaries. 1 will place this invidious 
mark of beachcence conterred on a try in a fair light, 
by computing the coits and neceſſary defalcations : after 
which it may be ſeen how much Sir Arthur will be an- 
nu.ly a elcar gainer by the public; notwithſtanding his 


® See a poem upon this incident, intitled, The grand que, li- 
on debated, etc. vol. 6. | 
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wifertunate principles, and his knowlege in Greck and 
Latin. 


For repairs, etc. 001. the intereſt whereof 


30 0 0 
Fer ann. 
For all manner of poultry to furniſh the troop- 
ers. but which the ſaid troopers mult be 500 
at the labour of catching, valued per aun. 
For ſtraggling ſheep - - - - 8 O0 o 


ror game deſtroyed tive miles round < - 6 0 o 


49 00 

Rent puid to Sir Arthur . — 60 Oo © 
Deduct — - - - 49 © © 
Remains dear = - - - 110 © 


Thus if Sir Arthur Acheſon ſhall have the good for- 
tune to obtain a grant of this barrack, he will receive net 
profit annually from the crown EL FV EN pounds ſterling 
to help him in entertaining the officers, and making pro- 
viſions for his younger children. 

It 1s true, there 1s another advantage to be expected, 
which may fully compenſate the loſs of cattle and poul- 
ery; by multiplying the breed of mankind, and par ticu- 
larly that of g:od proteftants, in a part of the kingdom 
halt depopulated 44 the wild humour among the farmers 
there of leaving their country. But I am not fo ſxil ful in 
arithmetic, as to compute the value. 

baue reckoned une per cent. below the legal intereſt 
for the money that Sir Arthur mutt expend-; and valued 
the damage in the other articles very moder: acly. Hows 
e\cr, Jam confident he may with good management be a 
fever at tcalt ; which is a prodigions in/lance of im: Hera- 
tu in our "LAY tou ards  protcetied try; Whatever 
merit he may pretend by the unwilingacts he hath ſhewn 
to make his excellency uncaſy in his adminittratiun, 

Thus 1 havc, with the utmolt impartiality, collected 
every ſingle fan our (further than perſonal civiſitics) cou 
ftrred by his cxcellency on tenen, and reputed I 


fioce his firit arrival hither to this 3oth day ot April, 
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the year of our Lord 1730, giving all allowance poſſible 
to the arguments on the other fide of the queſtion : and 
the account will ſtand thus: 

Diipoſed of preferments and employments to 7ories, 
or reputed er, by his exceilency John Lord Carteret, 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, in about the ſpace of fix years: 


To doctor Thomas Sheridan, in a re 
5 { 100 © © 
near Kinſale, per annum - 4 
To Sir Arthur Acheſon, baronet, a barrack, 5 a 
fer ann. w - - =_ ö 
111 © © 


Give me leave now to compute in groſs the value of 
the favours done by his excellency to the true friend: of 
their king and country, and of the yreteſtaut religion. 

It is to be reme:abered, that, although his excelleney 
cannot be properly ſaid ro beſtow biſhoprics, commands 
in the army, the place of a judge, or commiſſioner in the 
revenue, aud ſome others; yet they are for the molt part 
diſpoſed upon his recommendation, except where the 
perſons arc immediately ſent from England by their inte- 
reit at court; for which I have allowed great defalcations 
in the following accounts. And it is remarkable, that 
the zul conſiderable ſtation conferred on a ry ſince his 
preſent cxcellency's government was of this latter kind. 

Aad indeed it is but too notorious, that in a neighbour- 
ing nation { where this dangerous denomination of men is 
comparably more numerous, more powerful, and of 
conſequence moice formidable) real t9ries can often with 
much leſs dithculty Stain very high favours from the go- 
vernment, than tic reputed brethren can arrive to the 
lowett in ours. 1 0-\crve this with all pothble ſubmiſſion 
to the Willom of hair poacy 3 Which however will not, I 
believe, diipute the praite of vigilunce with ours. 
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WHIG account, 
To perſons promoted to biſhoprics, or 
removed to more benciicial oacs, com- F 10,050 © 0 


puted fer aun. - - - 
To civil employments - - 9030 © © 
To military commands - - 8436 © © 
27,516 0 0 

- TORY account, 
$0 #572; - MT - - 1110 0 
Planct — — — 27,405 © © 


Wau 


T ſhall conclude with this obſervation, that. as I think, 
the terrier have ſuſſiciemt reaſon to be fu, . ile with 
the ſhare of fru, power, and en pleyme ute, which * 


poſſeſs under the /o:i7y of the preſent government ; fo, 1 


do not find how jus excellency can be jultly cenſured for 
Yavouring none but high-church, tigh-figers, termagants, 
Laudiffr, Sactetereliiuns, tip-top-gallon-men, jacebites, 
tartitys, anti- hbaumcde rina, n to aper and the pre- 
tender aud to arbitrary mier, dijoblivers of England, 
ercaters of Df. PENDENC „ inftamers of quarrels e- 
Arcen the two tens, public tncendiaries, enemies 65 
the ting aul Ringacus, haters of TRCE proteſtants, 
lieu rel n. nanu, C014; Iainers of the nation's pecerty, 
Irmondiuus, teonocialt;, altti-glericur-memsrills, anti- 
revolutigners, hie- lit, tenth-a-junians, and the 
Fe, when by a fair ſtate of the account the ballance, L 
conccixe, ech. to tie on the other nde. 
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CoxsIDERATIONS upon two Bits ſent down 
from the right honour?ble the houſe of 
Loxps to the honourable the houſe of Cox 
MONS in IRELAND, relating to the CLERGY. 


Written in the year 1731. 


* 


Have often for above a month paſt deſired ſome few 
clergymen, who are pleaſed to viiit me, that they 
would procure an extract of two B81LLs brought into the 
council by ſome of the biſhops, and both of them ſince 
paſſed in the 4e , 2rdr but 1 could never obtain 
what I deſired, whether by the forgetfulneſs or negligence 
of thoſe whom I employed, or the difficulty of the thing 
itſelf. Therefore, if I ſhall happen to miſtake in any 
fact of conſequence, I defire my remarks upon it may 
paſs for nothing; for my information is no better, than 
what I received in words from ſeveral divines, who ſcem- 
ed to agree with each other. I have not the honour to 
be acquainted with any one ſingle relate of the kingdom; 
and am a ſtranger to their cfarofFers, further than as 
common fame reports them, which is not to be depended 
on: therefore I cannot be ſuppoſed to act upon a princi- 
ple of reſentment, I eſteem their functions (if I may be 
allowed to ſay fo without oftence) as truly apoftslical, 
and abſolutely neceſſary to the perfection of a chriftian 
Church, | 
There are no qualities more incident to the frailty and 
cortaptions of human kind, than an indificrence or in- 
teni:bility for other men's ſuterings, and a ſudden for- 
getfulneſs of their own former humble ſtate, when they 
Tc in the world, Theſe two dilpoſitions have not, I 
think, any where fo ſtrongly exerted themſelves, as in 
the order of biſhops with regard to the inferior clergy 
for which 1 can find no reaſons, but ſuch as natur % 
ſhould ſeem to operate a quite contrary way. Thea 4 
tenance of the clergy throughout the kingdom is prec li- 
ous and uncertain, collected from a molt miſcrable rice 
of 
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of beggarly farmers; at whoſe mo ets riniſter lies 
to be defrauded. His oftce as . 21 wroar, if it be 
duly executed, is very laborious. As foon as he is pro- 
moted to a bi//pric, the ſcene is entirely and happily 
changed; his revenues are large, and as ſurely paid as 
thoſe of the A his whole buſineſs is once a y-:r to re- 
ccive the attendance, the ſubmiſſion, and the proxy-mo- 
ney of all his cl-rp,, in whatever part of the dioceſe he 
ſhall plcaſe to tuch mot convenient for himſelf. Nei- 
ther is his Terſona preis ce ęceſſary, for the buſineſs 
may be done by a 3-77-gere. . The fatigue of ordi- 
nation is juſt What the biſhops picaic to make it; and as 
matters hi. C been tor ſome time, and may probably re- 
main, the fewer ordina tions the better. The reſt of their 
viſible ofiic-: con'iits in the honour of attending parlia- 
ments and councils, and beſtowing prefermerts in their 
own g.it; in which laſt employment, and in their ſyiritu- 
al and temporal cuurts, the labour falls to their gc- 

eaeral, ſccre-or'.., Procter, apparitors, ſeneſchals, 
and the lixe. * i fay, in ſo quick a change, where- 
by their brethios wa few days arc become their ſubjects, 
it would be reatonable at lealt to hope that the labour, 
confin. acut, and fabjeciion, from which they have ſo 
 Iacely ce cd, like a bird out of the ſnare of the faulen, 
mi--ht a little incline them to remember the condition of 
hole who were but Juſt weck their equals, probably their 
companions or their friends, and poſſibly as reaſonable 
EXPeCiuits, There is a known (tory of colonel] Tidcomb, 
who, while he coatinued a ſubaltern officer, was every 
day complaining againſt the pride, oppreſicon, and hard 
ne.mcnt of clones towards their Here yet in a very 
few minutes after he had reccivcd his commiſſion for a 
1-giment, Welking with a fricnd on the /, he cortel- 
„ har the int of coloncliaip was coming falt upon 
Liv, which tit is laid to have daily incrcaicd to the 
hou: ut his death, 

It is true, the clergy of this kingdom, who are pro- 
moted to Erie, have always ſome great advantages; 
cither that of rich deat: crics, opulcnt and multiplicd rec- 
rorics and dignitics, ſti ung alliances by birth or marriage, 
fo tiftica bv a i ſun erlaiive Cegree of æcal and loyal; : but 
huwcyer, they were all at urlt no more than your.g be- 
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ginners; and before their great promotion were known 

by their plain chriſtian names among their old compa- 

nions, the middling rate of c/ergymen ; nor could there- 

fore be ſtrangers to their condition, or with any good 
e forget it ſo ſoon, as it hath too often happened. 

1 confeſs, I do not remember to have obſerved any 
body of men acting with ſo little concert, as our clergy 
have done in a point, where their opinions appeared to 
be unanimous : a point wherein their whole temporal ſup- 

rt was concerned, as well as their power of ſerving 

God and his church in their ſpiritual functions. This hath 
been imputed to their fear of diſobliging, or hopes of 
further favours upon compliance; becauſe it was obſerv- 
ed, that ſome who appeared at firſt with the greateſt zeal, 
thought fit {uddenly to abſent themſelves from the uſual 
_ meetings : yet we know, what expert /c{icitors the guak- 
ers, the diſſenters, and even the papi/ts have ſometimes 
found to drive a point of advantage, or prevent an im- 
pending evil. 
I have not ſeen any extract from the two bills intro- 
duced by the biſhops into the privy council ; where the 
clergy, upon ſome failure in favour, or through the ti- 
morouſneſs of many among their brethren, were refuſed 
to be heard by the council. It ſeems, theſe bills were 
both returned, agreed to by the king and council in Eng- 
land, and the e of lord. hath with great expedition 
paſſed them both; and it is faid, they are immediately 
to be {cat down to the commeans for their confent, 

The particulars, as they have been imperfectly report- 
ed to me, are as follow : 

By one of the bills, the biſhops have power to oblige 
the country clergy to build a manſion-houſe upon whate- 
ver part of their glebes their lordſhips ſhall command; 
and if the living be above 50 J. a year, the m:nitter is 
bound to build after three years a houſe that thall colt one 
year and a halt's rent of his income. For mſtaace, if a 
clergyman with a wife and ſeven children gets a lle ing of 
554. per annum, he mult after three years build a huuſe 
that ſhall coit 771. 107 and muit ſupport his family, 
during the time the bithop thall appoint jor the building 
ot it, with the remainder, But it the living be under 
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gol. a year, the miniſter ſhall be allowed,100/7. out of 
the firlt fruits. 

But there is ſaid to be one circumſtance a little extra- 
ordinary; that if there be a ſingle ſpot in the glebe more 
barren, more marſhy, more expoſed to the winds, more 
diſtant from the church or ſkeleton of a church, or from 
any conveniency of building ; the rector, or vicar may be 
obliged by the caprice, or pique of the biſhop, to build, 
under pain of {cqueſtration (an office, which ever falls in- 
to the moſt knaviſh hands) upon whatever point his Jard- 
ſhip ſhall command; although the farmers have not paid 
one quarter of his ducs. 

I believe, under the preſent diſtreſſes of the kingdom 
(which incvitably without a miracle muſt increaſe for e- 
ver) there are not ten country clergymen in Ireland, re- 
puted to poſſeſs a parith of 100/. per annum, who for 
ſome years paſt have actually reccived 60 J. and that with 
the utmolt dithculty and vexation. I am therefore at a 
loſs, what kind of valuators the b:/59ps will make uſe of; 
and whether the ſtarving vicar ſhall be forced to build his 
houſe with the money he never reccived. 

The other bill, which paſſed in two das after the for- 
mer, is ſaid to concern the cdivifion of pariags into as ma- 
ny parcels as the 6½%/ ap ſhall think fit, oy ic 3000. 
2 pt 5 to the rb church; which 300. by another 

act paſſed ſome years ago tl e can dix ade Fkewife, and 
A as low as their will and pleaſure will diſpoſe 
them. So, that inſtead of fx hundred cler gymen, which, 
I think, is the uſual computation, we may have in a final 
compaſs of vears almolt as many thouſands to le with | 
decency and comfort, provide for their ci den, be cliarit- 
able to the poor, and maintain hoſpitality 

But it is very reaſonable to hope, aid heartily to be 
wilhed by all thoſe, wao have the leaic regard to our ho- 
ly religion as hitherto <cltabluhed, or to a Icar ed, pious, 
diligent, convertable ce ⁰,jj, of cen ty commun hu» 
manity, that the 512914 ble bonjo 37 099 1995 Will, in their 
great u iſdo. U, juttico d tende r acks o 1-nocent 11EN, cod 
lider theſe bills in another liglit. It 's aid, they well 
know this kingdom not to be fo „er- eke. with neigh- 

uring gentry, but a difercer lee et cs rn, with a 
COmpetcacy fit for vac Ot ius Caucduvn, muy be an 895 r- 
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taining, a uſeful, and ſometimes a neceſſary companion. 
That, although ſuch a clergyman may not be able con- 
ſtantly to find beef and wine for his own family, yet he 
may be allowed ſometimes to afford both to a neighbour 
without diltreſſing himſelf; and the rather, becauſe he 
may expect at leaſt as good a return, It will probably 
be conlidered, that in many deſolate parts there may not 
be always a ſufficient number of perſons conſiderable e- 
nough to be truſted with commi/ions of the peace, which 
ſeveral of the clegy now ſupply much better, than a lit- 
tle, hedge, contemptible, illiterate vicar from twenty to 
fifty pounds a year, the ſon of a weaver, pedlar, taylor, 
or miller, can be preſumed to do. 

The landlords and farmers by this ſcheme can find no 

roſit, but will certainly be loſers. For inſtance, if the 
— northern livings be ſplit into a dozen pariſhes or 
more, it will be very neceſlary for the little threadbare 
gownman, with his wife, his proctor, and every child 
who can crawl, to watch the fields at harveſt time for 
fear of loling a ſingle ſheaf, which he could not afford 
under peril of a day's ſtarving: for, according to the 
Scotch proverb, a hungry louſe bites ſore. This would 
of necethty breed an infinite number of wrangles and liti- 
gious ſuits in the ſpiritual courts; and put the wretched 
paſtor at perpetual variance with his whole pariſh. But, 
as they have hitherto ſtood, a clergyman eſtabhſhed in a 
competent living is not under the neceſſity of being ſo 
tharp, vigilant, and exacting. On the contrary, it is 
well known and allowed, that the clergy round the king- 
dom think themfclves well treated, if they loſe only one 
lingle third of their legal demands. 

The honourable houſe may perhaps be inclined to con- 
ccive, that my /zrds the bi/hops enjoy as ample a power 
both ſpiritual and temporal, as will fully ſuffice to anſwer 
every branch of their office; that they want no laws to 
regulate the conduct of thoſe clergymen, over whom they 
prelide; that, if noa-retidence be a grievance, it is the 
patron's fault, who makes not a better choice, or cauſed 
the plurality. That, if the general impartial character 
of perlons choſen inta the church had been more regard- 
cd, and the motive of party, alliance, kindred, flatter- 
cri, Urgudgment, or perſonal ſucour regarded leis, there 


would 
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would be fewer complaints of non- reſidence, want of 
care, blameable behaviour, or any other part of miſcon- 
duct; not to mention ignorance and /fupidity. 

could name certain gentlemen of the g-27:, whoſe 
aukward, ſpruce, prim, ſncering, and fiuirking connte- 
nances, the very tone of their voices, and an wungainly 
{trut in their walk, without one fingle talent for any one 
office, have contrived to get good preferment by the 
mere force of fattery and cringi:;g : for which two vir- 
tucs (the only two virtues the) pretend to) they were, 
however, utterly unqualined: and whom, if 1 were in 
power, although they were my xepherts, or had married 
my 7:#ec2s, I could never in point of good conſcience or 
honour have reconmended to a caracy in Connaught, 

The 45112urable houſe of commons may hkewite perhaps 
conſider, that the gentry of this kingdom differ from all 
others upon earth, being leſs capable of employments in 
their own country, than any others who come from a- 
bruad , and, that moſt of them have little expectation of 
providing for their younger children otherwiſe than by 
the church, in which there might be ſome hopes of get- 
ting a tolerable maintenance. For after the patrons 
ſhould have ſettled their nt, their nephenvs, their nieces, 
ticir dependents, and their D . invited over from 
the other fide, there would ſtill remain an overplus of 
ſnaller church preferments to be given to ſuch clergy of 
the nation, who thall have their quantum of whatever 
merit may be then in faſhion. But by theſe bills they 
ill be all as abſolutely excluded, as it they had paſfed 
under the denomination of t-rics ; unleſs they can be 
contented at the utmott with 5o/. a year; which by the 
ditaculties of coilecring tythes in Ireland, and the daily 
increating miſcrics of the people, will hardly rife to half 
tnat lum. 

It is obſerved, that the ie t ſent over hither to go- 
vern this church have not ſeemed to conſider the ditter- 
ence bi:rween both kingdoms with reſpect to the interior 
clas v. As to themſelves indeed, they find a large re- 
venus in lands let at one quarter value, which contequent- 
ly muſt be paid while there is a penny left among us ; 
and the public diſtreſs fo little affects their intereſts, that 
Tac Racs ate now higher than ever: they content them- 


ſelves 
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ſelves to ſappeſe, that whatever a pariſh is ſaid to be 
worth, comes all into the parſon's pocket, 

The poverty of great numbers among the clergy of 
England hath been the continual complaiat of all men, 
who wiſh well to the church, and many {chemes have 
been thought on to redreſs it; yet an Englith vicar of 
gol. a year lives much more comfortably than one of 
double the value in Ireland. His farmers, geacrally 
ſpeakiag, are able and willing to pay him his fuil ques : 
he hath a decent church of ancient ſtanding, filled every 
Lord's diy with a large coopregaticn of plain people, well 
clad, and behaving themſclves as if they belicycd in Gon 


and CyersT, tle hath a houſe and barn in repair, a 


field or two to graze his cows, with a garden and orchard, 
No gueſt expects more from hin than a pot of ale: he 
lives like an honeſt plain farmer, as his wife is dreſſed 
but little better than g-9dy. He is fometimes graciouſly 
invited by the ſquire, where he fits at an humble dif- 
tance : if he gets the love of his people, they often make 
him litt!2 uſcful preſents : he is happy by being born to 
no higher expedlation, for he is uſually the fon of ſome 
ordinary tradeſman, or middling farmer. His learning 
is much of a ſize with his birth and education; no more 
of cither, than what a poor hungry /ervit2r can be ex- 
petcd to bring with him from his callege. It would be 
tedious to ſhew the reverts of all this in our diſtant poor- 
er pariſhes through molt parts of Ireland, wherein cv err 
reader may make the compariſon. 

Laltly, the honourable houſe of commont may conſider, 
whether the ſcheme ol multiplying beggarly clorgymen 
through the whole kingdom, who mult all have vortcs for 
cooling parliament men (provided they can prove their 
trecholds to be worth 407. per annum, ultra reprifas } 
muy not, by their nun:vers, have great influence upon e- 
letions ; being entirely under the dependence of their b;- 
ſhips. For by a moderate computation after all the di- 
vilions und ſubdix ions of parithes, that my ard. the bi- 
fleht he power to make by their new laws, there will, 
«s ſoon as the preſent ſet of clergy gocs cf, be raiſed an 
army of eccleftaſtical »1i/tarts ablæ enough for any kind 
of ſervice, except that of the altar. 

I am indeed in ſame concern about a fund for building 

Vor. III. | = a thou- 
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a thouſand or two churches, wherein theſe probationers 
may read their vall lectures; and begin to doubt they 
mult be contented with barns; which barns will be one 
great advancing ſtep towards an accommodation with our 
true proteſtant brethren, the difſenters. 

The ſcheme of encouraging clerngimemn to build houſes 
by dividing a living of 500/. a year into ten parts is a 
contrivance, the meaning whereof hath got on the wron 
fide of my comprehenſion ; unleſs it may be argued, that 
biſhops build no houſes, becauſe they are fo rich; and 
therefore the inferior c/ergy will certainly build, if you 
reduce them to beggary. But I knew a very rich man 
of quality in England, who could never be perſuaded to 
keep a ſervant out of [ivery ; becaute ſuch ſervants would 
be expenſive, and apt in time to lock like gentlemen; 
whereas the others were ready to ſubmit to the baſcit of- 
fices, and at a cheaper penny worth might increaſc his re- 
tinue. 

I hear, it is the opinion of many wife men, that be- 
fore theſe bills paſs both houſes, they ſhould be ſent 
back to England with the following clauſes inſerted. 

Firſt, that whereas there may be about a dozen double 
biſhopricks in Ireland, thoſe 6i/h2pricks ſhould be ſplit 
and given to different perſons; and thoſe of a ſingle de- 
nomination be alſo divided into two, three, or four parts, 
as occaſion ſhall require; otherwiſe there may be a queſ- 
tion ſtarted, whether rwenty-two yrelutes can effectually 
extend their paternal care, and unlimited power, for the 
protection and correction of ſo great a number ot ſpiritual 
ſubzefs. Bur this propoſal will meet with ſuch furious 
objections, that I ſhall not inſiſt upon it: for I well re- 
member to have read, what a terrible fright the /-25 
were in upon a report, that the /#,7 was going to Marry. 

Another clauſe thould be, that none of theſe twenty, 
thirty, forty, or fifty pounders may be ſuffered to marry 
under the penalty of immediate deprivation ; their mar- 
riages declared nul, and their children baſtards: ſor 
tome deſponding people take the kingdom to be in no 
condition of encouraging ſo numerous a breed of beggars, 

A third clauſe will be neceſſary, that theſe humble! gen- 
try ſhould be abſolutely diſqualiſicd from giving votes in 
el-tiuns tor parliament men. 


Others 
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Others add a fourth; which is a clauſe of indulgence, 
that theſe reduced divines may be permitted to follow 
any lawful ways of living, which will not call them too 
often or too far from their ſpiritual offices: (for, unleſs 
1 miſapprehend, they are ſuppoſed to have ep:/copat cr- 
dination. For example; they may be lappers of linen, 
bayliffs of the manor; they may let blood, or apply 
plaiiters for three miles round: they may get a diſpenſa- 
tion to hold the chi and ſe ctænſtuip of their own pa- 
riſh in commenda;m. Their wives and daughters may 
make ſhirts for the neighbourhood ; or, it a barrack be 
near, for the /#{iers: in knen countries they may card 
and in, and keep a few looms ia the houte : they may 
let lodgings, and fell a pot of de without duyrs, but not 
at home, unlets to ſober comp ny, and at reg hours, 
It is by ſome thoagit a little hard, that in an affair of the 
Kt conſcquence to the very being of the clergy in the 
points of bert and property, as well as in their abilitics 
to perform their duty, this whe reverend body, ho 
arc the elabriked iattructors of the nation in chiriſti nity 
and moral victues, and are the only perfons concerned, 
ſhoutd be the ſole potions not conſulted. Let any ſcholar 
ſhew tlie lige precedent in Chiiitc dom for twelve hun- 
dred years pait, An act of partment for ſettling or ſel- 
ling in cite na private family is never piled, until all 
parties give conſent, Bat in tile preſent caſe rhe whole 
body ar ths wh py is, as themteives apprehend, deter- 
NV. TO utter FA VE OAT 1302 expecting or aſking their 
Ch. n: dad ths By a ſcheme contrived only by gue part 
of NS 3/424041799, Whale the other part which hath been 
chaten 12 the atua forms, wants only the regal permithon 
conſult about the affairs of the church, 
as tnuir predece/iors have always dene in former ages: 
where it is pretived,. the lever /orfe hath a power of 
propoling canous and a negative voice, as well as the 
ur. And God fob d ay theft obicttors) that there 
ſho ald be a real feparare intereſt between the biihops and 
clerpy, any more than there is between a man and his 
wife, a king and his peopic, or Cir1sT and his church. 

It ſcems there is a provition in the bill, that no parith 
ſhall be cut into ſcraps without the conſent of ſeveral per- 


7 1 } 
to es GD 1, 42d 


ſons, who can be no ſufferers in the matter; but I can- 


39 not 
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not find that the c/ergy lay much weight on this caution; 
becauſe they argue, that the very perſons from whom 
theſe bills took their riſe, will have the greateſt ſhare in 
the deciſion. 

I do not by any means conceive the crying fin of the 
clergy in this kingdom to be that of won-refedence. 1 am 
ſure, it is many degrees leſs ſo here than in England; 
unleſs the poſſeſſion of pluralities may paſs under that 
name; and if this be a fault, it is well known to whom 
it muit be imputed: I believe, upon a fair enquiry (and 
I hear an enquiry is to be made) they will appear to be 
molt pardonably fe]; efpecially, conſidering how many 
pariſhes have not an inch of gebe, and how difficult it is 
upon any reafonable terms to find a place of habitation, 


And therefore, God knows whether my /:rds the biſhops 


will be toon able to convince the c/-rgy, or thoſe wha 
have any regard tor tliat vencrable body, that the chief 
motive in their /cr{/fips minds by procuring theſe bills 
was to prevent the fin of y9r-re/idence ; while the uni- 
verſal opinion of almoſt every clergyman in the kingdom, 


vithout diſtinction of party, taking in even thoſe who are 


not likely to be ſufferers, ſtands directly againſt them. 
If ſome hvings in the rt may be juſtly thought too 

large a compaſs of land, which makes it inconrenient for 

the remoteſt ichabitar.ts to attend the fervice of the church, 


 whicain ſome inſtances may be true, no reaſonable clergy- 


mam would oppoic a proper remedy by particular acts of 
Parliament. 

Thus for inſtance the deu cf Down, a country 
deanry I think without a cathedral, depending wholly 
upon an union of pariſhes joined together in 2 time, when 
the land lay wafte and thinly inhabited; ſince thoſe cir- 
cumſtances are fo prodigivuſly changed tor rhe better, 
may properly be leficned, lJewimp a4 decent competency 
to the dear, and placing recteriet in the remaining 
churches, which arc now terved only by ſtipeudiary ca- 
rates. 

Ihe caſc may be probably the ſame in other parts: 
and ſuch a proceeding diſcreetly managed would be truly 
for the good of the church. | 

For it is to be obſerved, that the dean and chapter 
lands, Which in Englaad were ail ſcized under the lana- 

vc 


( 
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tic vſurpation, are things unknown in Ireland, having 
been long raviſhed from the church by a ſucceſhon of con- 
fuſions, and tythes applied in their ſtead to ſupport that 
eccleſiaſtical dignity. 

The late * archbi/h2p of Dublin had a very different 
way of encouraging the clergy of his dioceſe to reſidence: 
when a leaſe had run out ſevea years or more, he ſtipu- 
lated with the tenant to reſign up twenty or thirty acres 
to the miniſter of the pariſh where it lay convenient, with- 
out leſſeuing his former rent; and with no great abate- 
ment of the fine; and this he did in the parts near Dub- 
lin, where land is at the highelt rates, leaving a ſmall 
chicfry for the miniſter to pay, hardly a ſixth part of the 
value. I doubt not, that almoſt every 2h in the king- 
dom may do the ſame generous act with leſs damage to 
their fees, than his late grace of Dublin; much of whote 
lands were out in fee-farms, or leaſes for lives; and J 
am ſorry that the good example of ſuch a prelate hath 
not been followed. 

Bat a great majority of the cl erg friends cannot hi- 
therto reconcile themſelves to this project; which they 
call a levelling principle, that muſt inevitably root out 
the ſeeds of all honeſt emulation, the legal parent of the 
greateſt virtue and moſt generous actions among men; but 
which in the general opinion (for 1 do not pretend to of- 
fer my own) will never morc have room to exert itſelf 
in the breaſt of any clorgy/nun, wihoum this kingdom ſhall 
produce. 

But, whether the conſequences of theſe bills may, by 
the virtucs and frailtics of future ih, ſent over hither 
to rule the church, terminate in good or evil, I thall not 
preſume to determine, fince God can work the former 
out of the latter. However, one thing I can venture to 
atiert ; that from the carlicit ages of chriſtianity to the 
mir ute I an now writing, there uever was a preceCent of 
ſuch a proccetting, mack Icfs was it to be feared, hoped, 
or apyrchcuaed from ſuci har s in any chriſlian country; 
au! to it m, Pais for more than a prerix becauſe it 
ban riſen Mahon any allutance from the ef of its 


fire, 


* The right reverend Dr Willian Kax, 


„ The 
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The appearance of ſo many dienters at the hearing of 
this cauſc is what, I am told, hath not been charged - to 
the account of their prudence or moderation; becauſe 
that action hath been ceuſured as a mark of friumpb and 
inſult before the vi49ry is complete: ſince neither of 
theſe bills hath yet paſſed the g of commons, and ſome 
are plcaſed to think it not impoflible that they may be * 
rejected. Neither do | hear, that there is an enacting 
clauſe in either of the bills to apply any part of the divid- 
ed or {ub divided ty thes towards encreafing the ſtipends 
of the ſectaries. do that theſe gentlemen ſeem to be 
gratified like Lim, who after having been kicked down 
itairs took comfort, when he ſaw his friend kicked down 
after kim. | | 

I have heard many more objections againſt ſeveral par- 
ticulars of both theſe bills; but they are of ſo high a nature, 
and carry ſuch dreadful ;77uecndces, that I dare not men- 
non them, reſolving to give no offence, becauſe I well 
know how obnoxiovs J have long been (although I con- 
ccive without any fault of my own) to the zeal and prin- 
ciples of thoſe, who place all difterence in opinion con- 
cerring public matters to the {core of diſaffedtion ; where- 
of I am at leaſt as innocent as the loudeſt of my detractors. 


Dublin, Feb. 24tb, 
1731-2. 


* They were rejected in the Joaſe of commons by a great 


majority). HA K. 15 
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A Propotal for an Act of ParLitamiexT, to 
pay off the Dear of the nation, withour 
taxing the ſubject; by which the number 
of landed gentry will be conſiderably in- 
creaſed, and no perſon will be the poorer, 
or contribute one farthing to the charge g. 


Written in the year 1732. 


HE debts contracted ſome years paſt for the ſer- 
vice and ſafety of the nation are grown ſo grear, 
that under our preſent diſtreſſed condition by the want of 
trade, the great remittances to pay ab/entees, regiments ſerv- 
ing abroad, and many other drains of money well enough 
known ard felt, the kingdom ſeems altogether unable to 
diſcharge them by the common methods of payment: 
and either a p or land tax would be too odious to think 
of, eſpecially the latter; becauſe the lands, which have 
been let for theſe ten or dozen years paſt, were raifed fo 
high, that the owner can at preſent hardly receive any 
rent at all. For it is the ufual practice of an Iriſh tenant, 
rather than want land, to offer more for a farm than he 
knows he can be ever able to pay; and in that caſe he 


grows deſperate, and pays nothing at all. So that a 44 


tax upon a racked eſtate would be a burthen wholly in- 
ſupportable. | 

The queſtion will then be, how theſe national debts 
can be paid; and how I can make good the ſeveral par- 
ticulars of my propoſal ; which 1 ſhall now lay open to 
the public. 

The revennes of their graces and lordſhips the arch- 
biſhops and biihops of this kingdom (excluding the fines) 
do amount by a moderate computation to 36, 800 J. per 
aun. I mean the rents, which the biſhops recerve from 


+ The reader will perceive the following treatiſe to be alto» 
gether ironical, ; 
their 
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their tenants, Bart the rcal value of thoſe lands at a full 
rent, taking the fercral ſees one with another, is reckon- 
ed to be at leaſt three fourrhs more; ſo that, muitiply- 
ing 36, 800 J. by 4, the full rent of all the biihops lands 
will amount to 147,200/. per aun. from which ſubſtract- 
ing the preſent rent received by their lordſhips, that is 
36, 800 J. the profits of the lands received by the firſt and 
ſecond tenants, (who both have great bargains) will riſe 
to the ſum of 110, 400 /. per ann: which lands, if they 
were to be ſold at twenty · two years purciaſe, would raiſe 
a ſum of 2,428,800 J. reſerviig to the biſhops their pre- 
ſent rents, only excluding fines. 

Of this ſum I propoſe that onr of the one half, which 
amounts to 1,214,4c0/. fo much be applied, as will in- 
tirely diſcharge the debts of the nation; and the 1emuin- 
der be laid ap in the rreafury to ſupply cortingencies, as 
well as to diſcharge ſome of our heavy taxes, until the 
kingdom ſhall be in a better condition. 

But, whereas the preſent ſet uf bithops would be great 
loſers by this ſcheme for wart of their fires; which would 
be hard treatment to fuch c ,t legal, and deſerving 
perſonages; I have therefore fer apart the other half to 
fupply that defect, which it will more than ſufficiently 


A biſhop's leaſe for the full term is reckoned to be 
worth eleven years purchaſc; but if we take the biſhops 
round, I ſuppole- there may be four years of cach leude 
elapſcd; and many of the bithops being well ſtricken in 
years, I cannot think their lives round to be worth more 
than ſeven years purchaſe ; ſo that the puichaſers may ve- 
ry well afford fitteen vears purchaſe for the reverſion, e- 
ſpecially by one great ditional wnyamage, which 1 fhall 
{oon mention. | 

This ſum of 2,428, 900 J. mult lizewife be ſunk very 
conſiderab ly; becadig the lands are to be fwd only at 
fiſtcen years purchaſe, and this leitens the tim to about 
1,656. 000 J. of which 1 propoſe twelve hui led thou- 
ſan pounds to be applied partly for the pa, ment of the 
national debt, and partly as a fand tor futurg £%:vences; 
and the remaining 456,00 J. I propoſe us a turd for pa- 
ing the preſent 1{ct of buhops their ines; which it wil a- 

| bunclautly 
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bundantly do, and a great part remain as an addition to 


the public ſtock. 


Although the biſhops round do not in reality receive 
three fines a- piece, which take up 21 years, yet I allow 
it to be ſo; but then I will ſuppoſe them to take but one 

car's rent in recompence of giving them fo large a term 
of life; and thus multiplying 36,800 by 3, the product 
will be only 110,400/. ſo that above three fourths will 
remain to be applied to public uſe, 

If 1 have made wrong computations, I hope to be ex- 
cuſed as a ſtranger to the kingdom; which I never ſaw 
till 1 was called to an employment, and yet where I in- 
tend to paſs the reſt of my days; but I took care to get 
the beſt informations I could, and from the moſt proper 
perſons ; however the miſtakes I may have been guilty of 
will very little affe& the main of my propoſal ; although 
they ſhould cauſe a difference of one hundred thouſand 

unds more or lets, 

Theſe fines are only to be paid to the biſhop during his 
incumbency in the ſame fee + if he change it for a better, 
the purchaſers of the vacant fee lands are to come imme- 
diately into poſſeſſion of the ſee he hath left ; and both 
the biſhop who is removed, and he who comes into his 
place, are to have no more fines ; for the remo ed biſho 
will find his account by a larger revenue ; and the other 
ſee will find candidates enough. For the law maxim will 


dere have place: caveat emptor ; 1 mean, the perſons 


who ſucceed may chuſe whether they wiil accept or no. 

As to the purchaſers, they will probably be tenants to 
the ſee, who are already in poſſeſſion, and can afford ta 
give more than any other bidder. 

[ will further explain myfelf, If a perſon already a 
bilhup be removed into a richer ſee, he mult be content 
with the bare revenues withe it any lines; and fo mult he, 
who comes into a biſhopric vc:ut by death: and this wil 
briug the matter ſooner to bear; which, if the crown 
ſhall think fit to countenance, will ſoon change the pre- 
ſent ſer of biſhops 3 and conſequently encourage purcha- 
fers of their lands. For example: if a primate ſhould 
dic, and the graduation be wiſely made, almoſt the whole 
{et of biſhops might be changed in a month, cach to his 
great adyantage, although no fiacs were to be got; and 
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thereby ſave a great part of that ſum, which I have ap- 
propriated towards ſupplying the deficiency of fines. 

I have valued the biſhops lands two vears purchaſe a- 
bove the uſual computed rate, becauſe thoſe lands will 
have a ſanction from the king and council in England, and 
be confirmed by an act of parliament here: beſides, it is 
well known, that higher prices are given every day for 
worſe lands, at the remoteſt diſtances, and at rack-rents, 
which I take to be occaſioned by want of trade: when 
there are few borrowers, and the little money in private 
hands lying dead, there is no other way to diſpoſe of it, 
but in buying of land; which conſequently makes the 
owners hold it ſo high. 

- Belides paying the nation's debts, the ſale of theſe 
lands would have many other good effects upon the nati- 
on. It will conſiderably increafe the number of gentry, 
where the biſhops tenants are not able or willing to pur- 
chaſe ; for the lands will afford an hundred gentlemen a 
good revenue to each : fevcral perſons from England will 
probably be glad to come over hither, and be the buvers, 
rather than give thirty years purchaſe at home under the 
loads of taxes for the public and the poor, as well as re- 
pairs; by which means much money may be brought a- 
mong us; and probably ſome of the purchaſers them- 
ſelves may be content to live cheap in a worke country, 
rather tnan be at the charge of cxchange and agencies z 
and perhaps of noz-/clrcicies in ablence, if they let their 
lands coo high. 

This prapeſal will alſo multiply farmers, when the 
purchaicrs vill have lands in their own pover to give long 
and caty leafts to indaſtrious haſbandmen. 

I have allowed fome biſhoprics, of equal income, to 
be of more or leſs value to the purchaſer, according as 
they are circumſtanced. For inflance: the lands ot the 
primacy and ſome other feces are let fo low, that they 
hari pay a ith penny of the real value to the brinop, 
and tierce the bacs are the greater. On the contra: y, 
the fees of Meati and onfect con'ifting, a, lam told, 
much of ths, thoſe tythes are annual, lot to the te- 
nawts without any tes, So the fee of U ib. o . 1 to 
have man tce farms, which pay no fines; aud func wn 

or 
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for lives, which pay very little, and not ſo ſoon nor fo 
duly. | 

i cannot but be confident, that their graces my lords 
the archbithops, ard my lords the biſhops, will heartily 
join in this propoſal out of gratitude to his late and pre- 
ſent majeſty, the belt of kings, who have bettowed on 
them ſuch high and opulent {tations ; as well as in pity to 
this country, which is now become their own; whereby 
they will be inſtrumental towards paying the nation s debts 
without impoverithing therafelves; enrich an hundred 
gentlemen as well as free them from dependency ; and 
thus remove that envy, which 1s apt to fall upon their 
graces and lordſhips from conſiderable perſons, whoſe 
birth and fortunes rather qualify them to be lords of ma- 
nors, than ſervile dependents upon churchmen however 
digniſied or diſtinguiſhed. | 

If I do not flatter myſelf, there could not be any law 
more popular than this. For the immediate tenants to 
biſhops, being ſome of them perſons of quality and good 
eſtates, and more of them grown up to be gentlemen by 
the profits of theſe very leaſes under a ſucceſhon of bi- 
ſhops, think it a diſgrace to be ſubject both to rents and 
fines at the pleaſure oi cheir landlords, Then, the bulk 
of the tenants, eſpecially the enters, who are our 
true lual proteſtant brethren, look upon it both as an 
unnatural and iniquitous thing, that biſhops ſhould be 
owners of land at all, (wherein I beg to ditfer from them 
being a point ſo contrary to the practice of the apoltles, 
whole ſucceſſors they are deemed to be; and who, al- 
though they were contented that land ſhould be ſold for 
the common ule of the brethren, yet would not buy it 
themſcives; but had it laid at their fect to be diſtributed 
to poor proſelytes. 

| will add one word more; that by ſuch a wholſome 
law all the oppreſſions felt by under-tenants of church 
leaſes, which are now laid on the biſhops, would entire- 
ly be prevented, by their graces and lordſhips conſenting 
to have their lands ſold for payment of the nation's debts; 
reſcrving only the preſent rent for their own plentiful and 
honourable ſupport. 

beg leave to add one particular; that, when heads 
of 2 bill (as I find the ſtyle runs iu this kingdom) ſhall 

be 


a 
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be brought in for forming this propoſal into a law, 1 
ſhould humbly offer, that there might be a power given 
to every biſhop, except thule who Telide in Dublin, for 
applying one hundred acres of profitable lang, that lies 
nearc{t his palace, as a demeſne for the convenience of 
his family. 

I know very well, that this ſcheme hath been much 
talked of for fone time paſt, and is in the thoughts of 
many patriots; neither was it properly mine, although I 
fell readily into it, when it was firft communicated to me, 

Alcnough 1 am almoſt a perfect ſtranger in this king. 
dom; vet iznce i have accepted an employ ment here of 
ſome conſequence as well as profit, I cannot but think 
myſelf in du y bound to conſult the intcreit of people, a- 
mong whom I have been fo well received. And if I can 
be any way in:trumental towards contributing to reduce 
this excelleat propoſal into a law (which bcing not in the 
leaft injurious to England will, am conf:deat, meet 
with no oppoſition from that fide) my fincere endeavours 


to ſerve this church and kingdom will be well rewarded, 
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An Examination of certain Agvsrs, Con- 
RUPTONS, and ExoRAITIEs, in the city of 


DvusLiN. 


Written in the year 1732. 


OTHING is held more commendable in all great 
N cities, eſpecially the metropolis of a kingdom, than 
what the French call the police : by which word 1s meant 
the government thereof, to prevent the many diſorders 
occaſioned by great numbers of people and carriages, e- 
ſpecially through narrow ſtreets. In this government our 
famous city of Dublin is ſaid to be very defective, and 
univerſally complained of. Many wholeſome laws have 
been enacted to correct thoſe abuſes, but are ill exccut- 
ed; and many more are wanting; which I hope the unr- 
ed wiſdom of the nation (whereof ſo many good effects 
have already appcared this fethon) will foun take into 
their profound conſideration. 

As | have been always watchful over the good of mine 
own country, and particularly for that of our renowned 
city, where { ab/iz Invi4ia) I had the honour to draw 
my firit breath; I cannot have a minute's caſe or patience 
to forbear enumerating ſome of the greataſt cuotrmitiea, 
abuſes, and corruptions fpread almolt through every part 
of Dublin; and propoſing ſuch remedics, as 1 hope the 
legitiature will approve ot. 

The narrow compels, to which I have contined myſelf 
in this paper, will alaw me ouly to touch the malt im- 
portant detects; and ſuch as I thuk teem to require the 
molt ſpecdy redreis. 

And urit; perhaps there was never known a wiſer in- 
ſtitution, than that of allowiny certain perſons of both 
ſexes in large and populous cities to cry throagh the 
fircets many lecœflaries of lita: it would be endleſh to re- 
Count the Conventencics, Which dur city enjoys by this 
ulctul wrention ; and naraculariy Arangers forced hither 

Von. III. y by 
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by buſineſs, who reſide here but a ſhort time : for theſe, 
having uſually but little money, and being wholly igno- 
rant of the town, might at an eaſy price purchaſe a tole- 
rable dinner, if the feveral criess would pronounce the 
names of the goods they have to ſell in any tolerable lan- 
guage. And therefore, until our law-makers ſhall think 
it proper to interpoſe ſo far as to make thoſe traders pro- 


nounce their words in ſuch terms, that a plain chriſtian 


hearer may comprehend what is cricd, I would adviſe all 
new comers to look out at their garret windows, and 
there ſee whether the thing that is cried be ?r7ies, or 
flummery, butter-milk, or c5av-heels, For as things are 
now managed, how is it poſſible for an honeſt country- 
man juſt arrived to find out what is meant, for initance, 
by the following words, with which his ears are con- 
ſtantly ſtunned twice a day, muggs, juggs, and porrin- 
2 up in the garret, and down in the cellar ; 1 ſay, 
w 15 it poſlible for any ſtranger to underſtand, that this 
Jargon is meant as an invitation to buy a farthing's worth 
of milk for his breakfaſt or ſupper, unleſs his curioſity 
draws him to the window, or until his landlady hall in- 
form him? 1 produce this only as one inftance among a 
hundred much worſc, I mean, where the words make a 
found wholly articulate, which give ſo much diſturbance, 
and fo little information. 
The affirmation ſalemaly made in the cry of herring; 
is directly againſt all truth and probability; erringt a- 
live, alice here: the very proverb will convince us of 
this; for what is more frequent in ordinary ſpeech, than 
to ſay of ſome neiyhbour for whom the pathng-bell rings, 
that he is dead as a herring. And prey how 15 it poth- 
ble, that a Jerriug, which, as philofophers obſerve, can- 
uot live longer than one minate three ſeconds and a halt 
out of water, ſhould bear a voyage in open boats from 
Howth to Dublin, be toſſed into twenty hands, and pre- 
ſcrve its lite in fieves for ſeveral hours? nay, we have 
witneſſes ready to produce, that many thouſands of theſe 
b-rrings, fo ünpudently aſlerted to be alive, have been a 
day aud a night upon dry laad. But this is not the worlt. 
hut can we think of thoſe impious wretches, who daic 
in the face of the ſun vouch the very tame affirmative of 
uicir /a, aud Cy i Mie, alice; WHETERS, if 
you 
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you call the woman who cries it, the is not aſhamed to 
turn back her mantle, and ſhew you this individual ſal- 
uon cut into a dozen pieces. I have given good advice 
to theſe infamous diſgracers of their ſex and calling, with- 
out the leaſt appearance of remorſe, and fully againſt the 
conviction of their own conſciences; I have mentioned 
this grievance to ſeveral of our pariſh miniſters ; but all 
in vaia: fo that it muſt continue, until the government 
ſhall tink fit to interpoſe. 

There is another cry, which, from the ſtricteſt obſer- 
vation I can make, appears to be very modern, and it is 
that of fweet hearts ; and is plainly intended for a re- 
fiction upon the female ſex; as if there were at preſent 
ſo great a dearth of lovers, that the women, inſtead of 
receiving preſents from men, were now forced to offer 
money to purchaſe faveet hearts, Neither am | ſure, 
that this cry doth not glance at ſome diſatfection againſt 
the government ; infinuating, that while fo many of our 
troops are engaged in foreign ſervice, and ſuch a great 
number of our gallant omcers conttantly reſide in England, 
the ladies arc torced to take up with par/ons and atior- 
niet: but this is a molt unjuſt reflection, as may foon be 

ved by any perſon who frequents the caſtle, our pub- 
ic walks, our balls and aſſemblies; where the crowds 
of = ?77 ces were derer known to ſwarm as they do at 
preſent. 

There is a cry peculiar to this city, which I do not 
remember to have been uſed in London; or at leaſt, not 
in the ſame terms that it hath been practiſed by both par- 
ties, during cach of their power, but very unjuſtly by 
the tories, While theſe were at the helm, they grew 
daily more and more impatient to put all true ie and 
Hanoveriant out of employments : to effect which, they 
hired certain ordinary fellows with large baſkets on their 
ſhoulders to call aloud at every houſe, dirt to carry out ; 
giving that denomination to our whole party; as if they 
would ſignify, that the kingdom could never be clean/-, 
until we were ſwept from the earth like rub4i//. But 


A fort of ſugar cakes in the ſhave of hearts. 
f A new name for a modern periwig with a long black tail, 
and for its owner; now in fathlon, Dec. 1, 1733. 
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ſince that happy turn of times, when we were ſo mira-. 
culoufly preſerved by juſt an inch from popery, flavery, 
maſſacre, and the pretender, I muſt own it is prudenee 
in us ſtill to go on with the fame cry; which hath ever 
fince been ſo effectually obſerved, that the true political 
dirt is wholly removed, and thrown on its proper dung- 
hills, there to corrupt and be no more heard of. 

But to proceed to other enormities: every perſon, who 
walks the ſlretcts, mult needs obſerve an immenſe num- 
ber of human excrements at the doors and ſteps of waſte 
houſes, and at the ſides of every dead wall; for which 
the diſaffected party hath aſſigned a very falſe and malict- 
ous cauſe: they would have it, that theſe heaps were laid 
there privately by Britiſh fundaments to make the world 
believe, that our Iriſh vulgar do daily eat and drink ; and 
corſequently that the clamour of poverty among us muſt 
be falſe, proceeding only from Jacabitles and papiſtr. 
They would confirm this by pretending to obſerve, that 
a Britiſh anus being more narrowly perforated than one 
of our own country, and many of theſe excrements, up- 
on a ſlrict view appearing copple-crowned with a point 
like a cone or pyramid, are eaſily diſtinguiſhed from the 
Hibernian, which lie much flatter and with leſs continui- 
ty. I communicated this conjecture to an eminent phyſi- 
cian, who is well verſed in ſuch profound ſpeculations ; 
and at my requeſt was pleaſed to make trial with each of 
his fingers, by thruſting them into the ans of ſeveral per- 
{ons of both nations, and profeſled he could find no loch 
diiterence between them as thoſe ill - diſpoſed people al- 
ledge. On the contrary, he aſſured me, that much the 
greater number of narrow cavities were of Hibernian ori- 
gin. This J only mention, to ſhew how ready the Facs- 
bites art to lay hold of any handle to expreſs their malice - 
againſt tlie government. I had almolt forgot to add, that 
my tricrd the phyfician could by ſmelling each finger 
ditticguith the Hibernian excrement from the Britiſh, and 
was nut above twice miſtaken in an hundred experiments; 
upon whish he intends very ſoon to publiſh a learned dii- 
{crtation. 

There is a diverſion in this city, which uſually begins 
among the butchers ; but is often continued by a ſueceſſi- 
on of ather people through many ſtreets; it is called the 

COSSING 
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COSSING of a dog : and I may juſtly number it among 


our corruptions. The ceremony is thus: a ſtrange dog 
to paſs through a fleſh market; whereupon an 

rt butcher immediately cries in a loud voice and the 
proper tone, £:/+, ceſi, ſeveral times. The ſame word 
is repeated by the people. The dog, who perfectly un- 
derſtands the terms of art, and conſequently the danger 
he is in, immediately flies. The people, and even his 
own brother animals purſue : the purſuit and cry attend, 
him perhaps half a mile; he is well worricd in his light; 
and ſometimes hardly eſcapes. This our ill-wiſhers of 
the Facohite kind are pleaſed to call a perſecution ; and 
affirm, that it always falls upon dag, of the rr principle. 
Bat we can well defend ourſelves by juſtly alledging, hat, 
when they were uppermolt, they treated our 425 full as 
inhumanely. As to my own part, who have in former 
times often attended theſe proce//ior:1, although I can ve- 
ry well diſtinguiſh between a <v4ig and tory dog, yet L 
never carried my reſentment very tar from a party prin- 
ciple, except it were againſt certain malicious dogr, who 
moit diſcovered their enmity againit us in the worſt of 
times *. And I remember too well, that in the wicked 


„ miniſtry of the Earl of Oxford a large maſtitf of our par- 


ty, being unmercifully coed, ran without thinking be- 
teen my legs, as 1 was coming up Fiſhamble · ſtreet; 
and, as I am of low ſtature with very ſhort legs, bore 
me riding da:kwards down the hill for above two hundred 
yards: and although I made uſe of his tail for a bridle, 
holding it fat with both my hands, and clung my legs as 
ciole to his ſices as I could; yet u both came down to- 
gether into the middle of the kennel ; where after 1ow- 
ling thres or tour tines over each other, I got up with 
much ado amdit the ſhouts and huzzas of a thouſand 
malicious Zacst/tes, I cannot indeed but grateſully ac- 
knowkeze, that for this and many other /ervices and Ja 
Jerinęs f | have been ſince more than over-paid. 

This aducuturt may perhaps have put me out of love 
with the diverioa of caing, which 1 coafeſs my ſelt an e- 


| A cant word uicd by the Whigs for the four lat years of 
queen Anne's reizn, during the Earl of Oxford's miniſtry. 
t See the apology for ts Tale of a Tub, vol. 1. 
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nemy to, unleſs we could always be ſure of diſtinguiſhing 
tor dogs ; whereof great numbers have khiace been ſo 
pruvent, as entirely to change their principles, and are 
now ju{tly eſteemed the beſt worriers of their former 
fiierds, 

Il am aſſured, and partly know, that all the chimney- 
fweepers boys, where members of parkament chiefly 
lodge, are hited by cur enemies to ſculk in the tops of 
chimnies with their heads no higher than will juſt per- 
mit them to look round; and at the ufual hours when 
members are going to the houſe, if they ſee a coach ſtand 
vear the lodging of any leral member, they call coach, 
coach, as loud as they can baw], juſt at the inſtant when 
the foormun begins to give the fame call. And this is 
chiefly done va thoſe days, when any point of importance 
1s to be debated, This practice may be of very danger- 
ous confequence ; for theſe boys are all hired by enemies 
to the government: and thus by the abſence of a tew 
members for a few minutes a queſtion may be carried a- 
gain't the rue intereſt of the kingdom, and very proba- 


bly not without an eyc towards the pretender, 


I have not obferved the wit and fancy of this town fo 


much employed in any one article, as that of contriving 


variety of ſiꝑus to hang over houſes, where punch is to be 
fold. "The bowl is repreſented full of punch, the ladle 
ftands erect in the middle, ſupported jomctimes by one 
and jomerimes by two animls, whoſe fect reit upon the 
edge of the bowl. Thete animals are fomerimes one 
black Iion, and ſometines a couple; fornetimes a fingle 
eagle, and ſometimes a tpread one; and we often meet 
1 cru, a ſuan, a bear, or a cock, in the fame poſture. 

Now, I cannot find how any of thefc animals either ſe- 
parate or in conjunction are, properly {cking, fir em- 
blems or embelluhments to advance the falc of punch. 
Betides it is aprecd among naturaliſts, that no brute can 
endure the taitc of {troy liquor, except where be hath 
been uſed to it from his infancy; and conſcqucutly it is 
again't all the rules of þier2g/:ph to align thoſe avimais 
us pa ous or froictors of Punch. tor in that calc we 
oug/.t to ſuppolc, that Tic Loft kceps always ready the 
rte. rd or beait, whereof the piciure hangs over his 


doo, do citcrtan his gueits; winch however to my 
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Kknowlege is not true in fact; not one of thoſe birds bein 
a proper companion for a cbr ian, as to aiding and af- 
ſilting in mak ing the punch. Tor as they are drawn up- 
on the ſign, they are much more likely to mute, or ſhed 
their feathers iato the liquor. Then as to the bear, he 
is too terrible, aukward, and flovenly a comparion to 
converſe with; neither are any of them all hardy enough 
to {ill liquor to the company: | do therefore vehemently 
ſuſpect a pet intended againſt the gorert.ment by theſe 
devices. For although the /pread-crgie be the arms of 
Germany, upon which account it may pombly be a Jawful 
proteſtant ſign, yet I, who am very ſuſpicious of fair out- 
lides in a matter, which fo ncarly concerns our welfare, 
cannot but call to mind, that the pretender's wite is ſaid 
to be of German birth: and that many Yi princes in 
ſo vaſt an extent of land are reported to excel Loth at 
making and drinking punch : beſides it 1s plain, that the 
ſpread-eagle exhibits to us the perfect figure of a c 
which is a badge of pspery. Then as to the cock, he ig 
well known to repreſent the French nation, our old and 
dangerous enemy. The fan, who muit of neceſſity 
cover the entire bowl with lis wings, can be no other 
than the Spaniard, who endeavours to ergroſs all the 
treaſurcs of the Indics to himſelf. The ien is mdeed 
the common emblem of royal power, as well as the arms 
of England; but to paint him black is perfect zacot:ti/;n, 
and a manifcit type of thoſe who btacken the actions of 
the beſt princes, It is Lot eaſy to diſtoguith, whether 
that other iow] painted over the punco-bew be a crow 
or a rde. It is true, tney have both beca ominous 
birds: but I rather take it to be the former; becauſe it 
is the difpulition of a cr to pick out the eyes of other 
creatures; and often even of uu, after they are 
deed; and is therefore drawn heie with a Geiign to put 
the 7ac-5/7es in mind of their old practice, firit to lull us 
allcep (which is an emblem ot death) and then to blind 
our e\cs, that we may not fce their dangerous practices 
againit the (tare, 

To ſpcak niy private opinion; the Ieafk offenſive picture 
in the whole Jett icers to be the bear; becauſe he te- 
preſcuts 27 mHu/or, Or the great bear, who pretiidcs O- 
ver the uc, where the reformation lirlt bega 1d 

Wulch, 


214 AN EXAMINATION OF ABUSES, etc. 


which, next to Britain (including Scotland and the north 
of Ireland) is the great protector of the rue proteſtant 
religion. But however in thoſe ſigns, where 1 obſerve 
the bear to be chained, 1 cannot help ſurmiſing a Jacobite 
contrivance ; by which theſe traytors hint an earneſt de- 
fire of uſing all true whizgs, as their predeceſſors did the 
primitive chriſtians: I mean, to repreſent us as bears, and 
then halloo their /ory-do7s to bait us to death. + 

Thus 1 have given a fair account of what I diſlike in 
all the ſigns fer over thoſe houſes, that invite us to punch. 
I own it was a matter, that did not need explaining, be- 
ing ſo very obvious to common underitanding ; yet 1 
know not how it happens, but methicks there ſeems a fa- | 
tal blindneſs to overipread our corporeal eyes, as well as {| 
our intellectual; and 1 heartily with, I may be found a 
falſe prophet. For theſe are not bare ſuſpicions, but ma- 
nifeſt demonſtrations. 

Therefore, away with theſe ppi, jacobites, and ido- 
latrous gew-gaws. And | heartily with a law were en- 
acted under ſevere penakies againit drinking punch at all; 
for nothing is eaſier, than to prove it a diſaffected liquor: 
the chief ingredients, which are brandy, oranges and le- 
mont, are all tent us from popi/h countries; and nothing 
remains of þr-te/tant growth, but ſugar and water. For 
as to biſcuit, which formerly was held a neceſſary ingre- 
dient, and is truly Brniih, we find it is entirely rejected. 

But I will put the truth of my aſſertion paſt all doubt: 
1 mean, that this liquor is by one important innovation {| 
grown of ill example, and dangerous conſequence to the 
public. It is weil known, that by the true original inſti- 
tution of making punch left us by captain Rateliff the 
marpneſs is only occalioned by the juice of Jemors ; ard 
{9 continued until after the happy reodlution. Gran, 
alas! are a mere innovation, and in a manner % , ge- 
fterday. It was the politics of Jucobites to introduce them 
gradually ; and to what intent? the thing foez! s itſelf. 
It was cuuningly to thew their virulence aganit tis f.cred 

majelt/y king \itÞam erer giorizus and imnmurtal mes 

mory. Bur of lte (to ſhew how faſt diſk-ulry increaſ- 

eth) they came from one to two, and then to three o- 

rages ; nay at preſent we often fir d prz:-4 made all with 

«ranges, and not donc laigle /cron, kor the Facobites 2 
or 
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fore the death of that immortal prince had by a ſuperſti- 
tion formed a private prayer, that as they /queezed the 
range, ſo might that proteſiant king be /queezed to 
death; according to the known ſorcery deſcribed by Vir- 


gi Linews ut hic dureſcit, et hac ut cera ligueſcit, etc. 
And, thus the Romans, when they ſacrificed an ox, uſed 
this kind of prayer; as 7 knack down this ox, ſ may'fl 
thou, O jupiter! knock down our enemies, In like man- 
ner after king William's death, whenever a Jacobite 
ſqueezed an orange, he had a mental curſe upon the ga- 
rious menzory, and a hearty wiſh for power to ſqueeze all 
his majeſty's friends to death, as he ſqueezed that orange, 
which bore one of his titles, as he was prince of Orange. 
This I do affirm for truth, many of that faction having 
confeſſed it to me under an 99th of ſecrecy, which how- 
ever I thought it my duty not to keep, when I faw my 
dear country in danger. But what better can be expect- 
ed from an impzous ſet of men, who never ſcruple to drink 
CONFUS1ON to all true proteſtants under the name of 
tig? A moſt unchriſtian and inhuman practice; which 
to our great honour and comfort was never charged upon 
us, even by our moſt malicious detradors. 

The ſign of two angels hovering in the air, and with 
their right hands ſupporting a crown, is met with in ſe- 
veral parts of this city; and hath often given me great 
offence: for, whether by the unſkilfulneſs or dangerous 
principles of the painters (although I have good reaſons 


to ſuſpect the latter) thoſe angels are uſually drawn with 


ſuch horrid, or indeed rather diabolical countenances, 
that they give great offence to every loyal eye, and equal 
cauſe of triumph to the 7acobite, being a molt infamous 
reflection upon our able and excellent miniſtry. 

I now return to that great enormity of city cries ; moſt 
of which we have borrowed from London. I ſhall con- 
ſider them only in a p-litical view, as they nearly affect 
the peace and ſafety of both kingdoms ; and having been 


originally contrived by wicked Machiavels to bring in 


paßery, flaterv, and arbitrary peer by defeating the pro- 
teftant ſucceilion, and intreducing the pretender, ought 
in juſtice to be here laid open to the world. 

About two or three months after the happy ung 
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all perfons, who poſſeſſed any employment or office, in 
church or ſtate, were obliged by an act of parliament to 
take the oaths to king William and queen Mary: and a 
great number of diſaffected perſons refuſing to take the 
{aid oaths from a pretended ſcruple of conſcience, but 
really from a fpirit of popery and rebellion, they contriv- 
ed a plot to make the fwearing to thoſe princes odious in 
the eyes of the people. To this end, they hired certain 
women of ill fame, but loud ſhrill voices, under pretence 
of ſelling filh, to go through the ſtreets with ſieves on 
their heads, and cry, buy my foul, buy my ſoul ; plainly 
inſinuating, that all thoſc, who ſwore to king William, 
were juſt ready to fell their /-u/s for an employment, 
This cry was revived at the death of queen Anne, and, 
I hear, ſtill continues in London with much offence to all 
true proteſlants ; but to our great happineſs ſeems to be 
almoſt dropt in Dublin. | | 

But becauſe I altogether contemn the diſpleaſure and 
reſentment of 4igh-fiyers, tories, and Jacobites, whom I 
look upon to be worſe even than profeſſed papiſts, I do 
here declare, that thoſe evils which I am going to menti - 
on were all brought in upon us in the worſt of times un- 
der the late Earl of Oxford's adminiſtration, during the 
four laſt years of queen Anne's reign. That wicked mi- 
nilter was aueh, derne fr d a papije in vis vedrt. 
He was of a myſt avaritiour nature, and is ſaid to 
have died worth four millions ſterl. beſides his vaſt ex- 
pence in building, ftatues, plate, jewels, and other coft- 
by raritics, He was of a mcan 9dſcure birth, from the 
very dregs of the pesple; and fo illiterate, that he could 
hardly reud a paper at the council table, I Hrbear to 
touch on his open, profane, profiignte life ; becauſe I de- 

fire not to rake into the ajhes of the dead : and there- 
fore I ſhall obſerve this wiſe maxim; de mortuis nil niſi 
bonum. 

This flagirious man, in order to compaſs his black de- 
ſians, employed certain wicked inſtruments (which great 
ſtateimen are never without) to adapt ſeveral London 
crics in ſuch a manner as woul:| beſt anſwer his ends. 


» The author's mean is jutt contrary to the literal ſenſe 


And, 


zn the character of Lord Oxford. Haute. 
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And, whereas it was upon good grounds grievouſly ſuſ- 

ed, that all places at court were fold to the higheſt 
== certain women were employed by his emiſfaries 
to carry ih in baſkets on their heads, and bawl through 
the ({treets, buy my freſh places. I mult indeed own that 
other women uſed the ſame cry, who were innocent of 
this wicked deſign, and really fold fiſh of that denomina- 
tion to get an honeſt livelihood ; but the reſt, who were 
in the ſecret, although they carried £/ in their ſieves or 
baſkets to ſave appearances, yet they had likewiſe a cer- 
tain ſign, ſome what reſembling that of the ſree-maſons, 
which the purchaſers of places knew well enough, and 
were directed by the women, whither they were to reſort 
and make their purchaſe. And, I remember very well 
how oddly it looked, when we obſerved many gentlemen 
finely dreſt about the court-end of the town, and as far 
as York-buildings, where the lord-treafurer Oxford 
dwelt, calling the woman who cried buy my freſh places, 
and talking to them in the corner of a ſtreet, until they 
underſtood each other's ſign. But we never could ob- 
ſerve, that any filh was bought. 

Some years before the cries laſt mentioned, the duke 
of Savoy was reported to have made certain overtures to 
the court of England for admitting his eldeſt fon by the 
dutcheſs of. Orleans's daughter to ſucceed to the crown, as 
next heir, upon the pretender's being rejected; and that 
ſon was immediately to turn prote/fant. It was conſi- 
dently reported, that great numbers of people diſaffected 
to the then 4//ufirious, but now royal, houſe of Hanover 
were in thoſe meaſures. Whereupon another ſet of wo- 
men were hired by the achte leaders to cry through the 
whole town, buy my Savovs, dainty Savovs, curious Sa- 
voys. But [ cannot directly charge the late Earl of Ox- 


ford with this co//iracy, becauſe he was not then chief 


miniſter. However, this wicked cry (till continues in 
London, and was brought over hither, where it remains 
to this day; and is in my humble opinion a very offenſive 
ſound to every true proteſt nt, who is old enough to re- 
member thoſe dangerous times. 

During the miniitry of that corrupt and 7ac-bite earl 
above mentioned, the ſecret pernicious deſign of thoſe in 
tower was to ſell Flanders to France: the conſequence of 

| which 
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which muſt have been the infallible ruin of the States-ge- 
ncral, and would have opened the way for France to ob- 
tain that univerſal monarchy, they have ſo long aimed at; 
to which the Britiſh dominions muſt next after Holland 
have been compelled to ſubmit, whereby the prote/tant 
religion would be rooted out of the world. 

A deſign of this vaſt importance, after long conſultati- 
on among the jacobite grandees with the Earl of Oxford 
at their head, was at luſt determined to be carried on by 
the ſame method with the former : it was therefore again 
put in practice; but the conduct ef it was chietly lett to 
choſen men, whoſe voices were louder and ſtronger than 
thoſe of the other ſex: and upon this occaſion was firſt 
inſtituted in London that famous cry of FLounDERs, 
Bur the criers were particularly directed to pronounce the 
word flaunders, and not flounders. For the country, 
which we now by corruption call Flanders, is in its true 
orthography ſpelt faxnders, as may be obvious to all 
who read old Engliſh books. I fay, from hence begun 
that thundering cry, which hath ever fince ſtunned the 
cars of all London, made ſo many children fall into firs, 
and women miſcarry; come buy my freſh flaunders, cu- 
rious flaunders, charming flaunders, alive, alive, ho; 
which laſt words can with no propriety of ſpeech be ap- 
plicd to fiſh manifeſtly dead, (as 1 obſcrved before in Her- 
rings and ſulmam) but very juſtly to ten provinces con- 
taining many millions of living chriſtiant. Bur the ap- 
plication is {till cloſer, when we conſider that all the peo- 
ple were to be taken like hes in a net; and by aſſiſtance 
of the gabe, who ſets up to be the univerſal fiſher of men, 
the whole innocent nation was, according to our common 
exprethon, to be laid as flat as a flounder. 

I remember, myiclf, a particular crier of founders in 
London, who arrived at fo much fame for the loudneſs of 
his voice, as to have the honour of being mentioned up- 
on that account in a comedy, He hath diſturbed me ma- 
ny a morning, betore he came within fifty doors of my 
lodging: and although I were not in thoſe days fo fully 
apprized of the duiiyns, which our common enemy had 
then in agitation, yet, I know not how, by a ſecret im- 
pulic, young as I was, I could not forbear conceiving 2 
Itrong dulike againtt the fellow; and often ſaid to 9 

is 
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This cry ſeems to be forged in the Jeluits ſchool : alas, 
por England! I am griecou/ly miflaten, if there be not 


ſeme popith plat at the battom. I communicated my 


thoughts to an intimate friend, who reproached me with 
being too viſionary in my ſpeculations: but it proved after- 
wards, that I conjectured right. And I have ſince re- 
flected, that if the wicked faction could have procured 
only a thouſand men of as ſtrong lungs as the fellow I 
mentioned, none can tell how terrible the conſequences 
might have been, not oaly to theſe two kingdoms, but 
over all Europe, by ſelling Flanders to France, And 
yet thefe cries continue unpuniſhed both in London and 
Dublin; although, I confeſs, not with equal vehemency 
or loudneſs ; becauſe the reaſon for contriving this deſpe- 
rate plot is to our great felicity wholly ceaſed. 

It is well known, that the majority of the Britiſh houſe 
of commons in the laſt years of queen Anne's reign were 
in their hearts directly oppolite to the Earl of Oxford's 
pernicious meaſures ; which put him under the neceſſity 
of bribing them with ſalaries. Whercupon he had again 
recourſe to his old politics. And accordingly his emiſ- 
ſaries were very buſy in employing certain artful women, 
of no good lite and converſation (as it was proved before 
juitice “ Peyton) to cry that vegetable commonly called 
ſellery through the town. Thcle women differ from the 
common criers of that herb by ſome private mark, wich 
could never learn; but the matter was notorious e- 
nongh, and ſufficiently talked of; and abyar the {une 
period was the cry of /c/ery brought over iaco this King- 
dom. But ſince chere is not at this preſent the let o- 
calion to ſuſpe.t the loyalty o gur cricrs upon that article, 
I am contcat that it may til De tolerated, 

L ſhall rw tion but one cry more, which hath any re- 
ference to politics; but is indeed of all otherg the molt 
intolent, as well as treaſonabla, under our preteac happy 
ettablithmeut, I mean that of urn not of 247 ip 
«cording tu the beit orthography, but abſolutely Fu .f. 
Although the cry be of an older date thun ſome of the 
preceding enormitics, for it begun ſoon aitcr the revolu- 
uon; yet was it never known to arrive at ſo great a 


A famous whig juitice in thoſe times, 


You, III. T heiglith, 
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heighth, as during the Earl of Oxford's power. Some 
people (whom I take to be private enemies) are indeed as 
ready as myſelf to profeſs their diſapprobation of this cry 
on pretence, that it began by the contrivance of certain 
old procureſſes, who kept houſes of ill fame, where lewd 
women met to draw young men into vice. And this 
pretend to prove by ſome words in the cry; becauſe, after 
the crier had bawled out, turnups, bo, buy my dainty 
turnups, he would ſometimes add the two following verſes, 


Turn up the miſtreſs, and turn up the maid, 
And turn up the daughter, and be not afraid. 


This, ſay ſome political ſophiſts, plainly ſhews, that 
there can be nothing farther meant in fo infamous a cry, 
than an invitation to lewdneſs ; which indeed ought to be 
ſeverely puniſhed in all well-regulated governments ; yet 
cannot be fairly interpreted as a crime of ſtate. But, I 
hope, we are not fo weak and blind to be deluded at this 
time of day with ſuch poor evaſions. I could, if it were 
proper, demonſtrate the very time when thoſe two verſes 
were compoſed, and name the author, who was no other 
than the famous Mr Swan fo well known for his talent at 
quibbling, and was as virulent a /acabite as any in Eng- 
land. Neither could he deny the fact, when he was tax- 
ed for it in my preſence by Sir Henry Dutton-Colt, and 
colonel Davenport, at the Smyrna cofiec-houſe, on the 
roth of June, 1701. Thus it appears to a demonſtrati- 
on, that thoſe vertes were only a blind to conceal the 
molt dangerous deſigns of the party; who from the firit 
years after the happy revolution uſed a cant-way of talk- 
ing in their clubs, after this manner: we hope to ſee the 
cards fhuſfled ence more, and another king TURN ur 
trumfph: and, when /hall we meet averad:i/hoif TuRNUes? 
The ſame term of art was uſed in their plots againſt the 
government, and in their treaſonable letters written in cy- 
phers, and decyphered by the famous Dr Wailles, as you 
may read in the trials of thoſe times. This I thought fit 
to ſet forth at large, and in fo clcar a light; becauſe the 
Scotch and French authors have given a very different ac- 
count of the word TURNUP; but whether out of igno- 
rance or partiality 1 ſhall not decree ; becauſe I am fure 
the icader is convinced by my diſcovery. It is to be ob- 

leryed, 
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ſerved, that this cry was ſang in a particular manner by 
fellows in diſguiſe to give notice, where thoſe traitors 
were to meet in order to concert their villainous deſigus. 
1 have no more to add upon this article, than an hum- 
poſal, that thoſe who cry this root at preſent in 
our ſtreets of Dublin may be compelled by the juſtices of 
the peace to pronounce turnip, and not turnup; for, I 
am afraid, we have ſtill too many ſnakes in our boſom, 
and it would be well if their cellars were ſometimes ſearch - 
ed, when the owners leaſt expect it; for I am not out of 
fear, that /atet anguis in herba. | 
Thus, we are zealous in matters of ſmall moment, 
while we negle& thoſe of the higheſt importance. I have 
already made it manifeſt, that all theſe cries were con- 
trived in the 'wwor/? times, under the miniſtry of that 
deſperate ſtateſman Robert late Earl of Oxford; and tor 
that very reaſon ought to be rejected with horror, as be- 
gun in the reign of Jacobitet, and may well be numbered 
among the rags of popery and treaſon ; or, if it be thought 
proper that theſe cries muſt continue, ſurely they ought 
to be only truſted in the hands of true proteſtants, who 
have given ſecurity to the government. 


2» ALir- 


A LertTTix from a member of the houſe of 
commons in Ireland, to a member of the 
houſe of commons in England, concerning 
the SAcRaMENTAL TEST. 


Written in the year 1708 *. 


SI X. 


Received your letter, wherein you tell me of the 
ſtrange repreſentations made of us on your fide of the 
water, The inſtance you are pleaſed to mention is that 
or the prethrterian miſſionary, who, according to your 


phraſe, hath been lately prrſecuted at Drogheda for his 


This tract was reprinted in Ireland in 1735, when the 
attempt to repeal the ſacramental teſt was revived. There was 
an explanatory advertiſement prefixed, which is ſaid by Lord 
Orrery to have been dictated, or ſtrictly reviſed, by the Dean 
kinfelf; but there are inarcuracies in it, which may well be 
theugplht fukcient to d ſtroy its authenticity: that which in the 
Srit parograph is called the /ellowing treatiſe is afteru ards ſaid 
to be an evtrat of a diſcgurſe, and it is immediately added, that 
this extrat is the while, except ſome paſtages of no conſe- 
quence : theſe are included in a patentheſis. Hawkeſ. 

Swift held the diſſenters in the utmoſt degree of ridicule and 
deteſtatbn. He bad an openneſs in his diſpoſitlon, and a 
franknefs in his conduct, that bore an abhorrence to all kind 
vf referve. To fuch a diſpaſition it is impoſſible that the 
fravity of nonconformiſts could be agreeable. The diſlike was 
mutual on both fades. Dr Swift hated all fanatics : all fanatics 
hated Dr Swift. This piece is particularly written agaiuſt re- 
fealing ate te? u + and whoever conſiders himſelf related to the 
kingdom of Ireland, will find in it tome arguments of weight 
pnd conſideration, in calc an, ſuch repeal ſhould ever be at- 
fe Mpted there, %, 


religion: 
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religion : bur it is eaſy to obſerve, how mighty induſtri- 
ous ſome people have been for three or four years paſt, 
to hand about ſtories of the hardihips, the merits, the 

number, and the power of the presbyterians in Ireland, 

to raiſe formidable ideas of the dangers of popery there, 

and to tranſmit all for England, improved by great addi- 

tions, and with ſpecial care to have them inferted with 
comments in thoſe infamous weekly papers, that infeſt 
your coffe e-houſes. So, when the clauſe enacting a /a- 

cramental teſt was put in execution, it was given out in 
England, that half the juſtices of peace through this king- 
dom had laid down their commithons : whereas, upon. 
examination, the whole number was found to amount 
only to a dozen or thirteen, and thoſe generally of the 
loweſt rate in fortune and underitanding, and ſome of 
them ſuperannuated. So, when the Earl of Pembroke 
was in Ireland, and the parliament fitting, a formal ſtory 
was very gravely carried to his excellency by ſome zeal- 
ous members, of a prieſt newly arrived from abroad to 
the north-weſt parts of Ireland, who had publicly preach- 
ed to his people to fall a murthering the proteſtants ; 
which, though invented to ferve an end they were then 
upon, and are itill driving at, was preſently handed over, 
and printed with ſhrewd remarks by your worthy ſerib- 

blers. In like manner the account of that perſon, who 
was lately expelied our univeri:ty for reflecting cn the me- 
mory of king William; what a duſt it raiſed, and how 
foally it was related, is freſh enough in memory. Nei- 
ther would people be convinced till the univerſity was at 
the pains of publithing a Laun paper to juſtity themſelves. 
And, to mention no more, this ſtory of the perſecu ion 
at Drogheda, how it hath been ſpread and aggravated, 
what coniequences have been drawn from it, and what 
reproaches ſixrd on thoſe who have leaſt deſerved them, 
we are already informed. Now it the end of all this pro- 

eceding were a ſectet and myſtery, I ſhould not pretend 
to give it an interpretation; but ſufficient care hath been 
taken to explain it, fir/t, by adirettes artificially (if not 
illegally) procured, to ſhew the miſerable ſtate of the dif 
J-aters in Ircland by reaſon of the j/ucramontal t:/t, and 
to delire the queen's interceſſion, that it might be repeal- 
3 ed. 
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ed. Ther, it is manifeſt, that * our ſpeaker, when he 
was laſt year in England, ſollicited in perſon ſeveral mem- 
bers of both houſes to have it repealed by an act there; 
though it be a matter purely national, that cannot poſſibly 
interfere with the trade and intereſt of England; and 
though hc himſels appeared formerly the moſt zealous of 
all men agaiuiſt the injuftice of binding a nation by laws, 
to which they do not conſent. And Ja, thoſe week- 
ly libellers, whenever they get a tale by the end relating 
to Ireland, without once troubling their thoughts about 
the truth, always end it with an application againſt the 
facramental tej?, and the abſolute neceſhty there is of re- 
pealing it in both kingdoms. I know it may be reckon- 
ed a weakneſs to tay any thing of ſuch trifles, as are be- 
tow a ſerious man's notice ; much leſs would I diſparage 
the underitanding of any party, to think they would chuſe 
the vileſt and moit ignorant among mankind, to employ 
them tor the aſſertors of a cauſe. I thall only fay, that 
the ſcandalous Lberty thoſe wretches take, would hard- 
ly be allowed, if it were not mingled with opinions that 

me men would be glad to advance, Beſides, how inſi- 
pid ſocver thoſe papers are, they ſeem to be levelled to 
the uuderitandings of a great number; they are grown a 
necefiary part in coftee-huuſe furniture, and ſome time or 
other may happen to be read by cuttumers of all ranks 
for curiofry and amuſement, becauſe tei lie always in 
the way. One of theſc authors (the tcilluw that was „al- 
teried. I have 7 forgot his name} is u dd to grave, fen- 
tentious, dogmaucal a roguc, hut there is no enduring 


* Mr Allen Eroderick, afterwards chancellor ut Ireland, aud 
Lord Middleton. 

I The fellew that was pilloried, was Daniel Defoe, whoſe 
name Swift Acll krew ard remembered; but the circumſtance 
of the pillory was to be iztroddecd; and the manner of intro» 
ducing it, Meas great art in the nicett towel es of fatire, and car- 
ries all the rorxs of mgicule, indipnatiun, and cunten:pt. 
The [c:8: and farcaims ot Sutfr, like the bite of the rattle- 
Wake, diltinguich themſelves mare vetiowouſly dangerous, than 
ine wounds of a cumn.on ferpert. Cry. 

He was pilloried for a tract called The ſporteſt way with the 


diffenters, ; 
him; 
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him; the + «bſervater is much the brifker of the two, 
and I think farther gone of late in lyes and impudence 
than his presbyterian brother. | The reaſon why I men- 
tion him, is to have an occaſion of letting you know, that 
you have not dealt fo gallantly with us, as we did with 
you in a parallel caſe : laſt year a paper was brought here 
from England, called 4 dialogue between the archbiſhop 
Canterbury and Mr Higgins, which we ordered to be 
burnt by the common hangman, as it well deſerved, 
though we have > to do with his grace | of Can- 
terbury, than you :..--: ith the archbiſhop of Dublin ; 
nor can you love and ievcrence your prelate more than 
we do ours, whom you tamcly ſuiter to be abuſed openly, 
and by name, by that paultry raſcal of an 9b/ervator ; 
and lately upon an atfair wherein he had no concern; I 
mean the buſineſs of the π¹ , of Drogheda, where- 
in our excellent primate was engaged, and did nothing 
but according to law and diſcretion. But becauſe the 
Lord Archbiſhop || of Dublin hat. bcen upon ſeveral oc- 
calions, of late years, mifreprcicnted in England, I 
would willingly ſct you right in his character. For his 
great ſufferings and eminent ſervices he was by the late 
king promoted to the ſce of Derry. About the ſame 
time he wrote a book to jultify the revolation, wherein 
was an account of king ſames's proceedings in Ireland; 
and the late Archbithop I illotſon recommended it i the 
king as the moit ſerviceable treatiſe, that could have been 
publiſhed at ſuch a juncture. And as Eis grace ſet out 
upon thoſe priaciples, he has procecacd fo ever ſince, as 
a loyal ſubject to the queen, cntirely for the ſuccethon in 
the proteſtant line, and for cver excluding the pretender 
and though @ firm friend to the church, yet with indul- 
gence towurds diſſenters, as appears from his conduct at 
Derry, where he was ſettled for many years among the 
molt virulent of the ſect, yet upon his removal to Dubl'n 
they parted from him with tears in their eyes, and uni- 
verſal acknowlegements of his wiſdom and guouneis. Fir 
| the reit, it muit be owned, he docs not out}, E. AI, by 
entering decp into any party, but rather ipcads he time 


F Mr John Tutchin. $ Dr Thomas Tenriizn, 
| Dr William King. 
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ia acts of hoſpitality and charity, in building of churches, 
repairing his palace, in introducing and preferring the 
worthieſt perſons he can find, without other regards: in 
ſhort, in the practice of all virtues, that can become a 
public or private life. This and more, if poſhble, is due 
to ſo excellent a perſon, who may be juſtly reckoned a- 
mong the greateſt and molt learned prelates of this age, 
however his character may be defiled by ſuch mean and 
dirty hands as thoſe of the 95/ervator, or ſuch as employ 
him.] 


I now come to anſwer the other part of your letter, 
and ſhall give you my opinion freely about repealing the 
faeramental teſt ; only whereas you defire my thoughts 
as a friend, and not as I am a member of parliament, I 
mult aſſure you they are exactly the fame in both capa- 
cities, 

1 muſt begin by telling you, we are generally ſurprized 
at your wonderful kindneſs to us on this occaſion, in be- 
ing ſo very induſtrious to teach us to ſce our intereſts in 
a point, where we are fo unable to fee it ourſelves. This 
hath given us fome ſuſpicion; and though in my own 
particular I am hugely bent to believe, that whenever you 
concern yourſelves in our affairs, it is certainly for our 
good, yet l have the misfortune to be ſomething fingular 
in this belief, and therefore I never attempt to juſtity it, 
but content myſelf to poſſeſs my own opinion in private, 
for fear of crcouatering men of more wit or words, than 
have to foare, 

We at this diſtance, who fee nothing of the ſpring of 
actions, arc foretd by mixer conjecture to aſſign two rea- 
for vont Cuiaring us to repeal the ſacramental teft ; 
o cable you are faid to imagine it will be a fte 
towards tac lie god avork in England. The other more 
hal late, Ut it will open a way for rewarding /everat 
p-ooicne, who hate well deferved upon a great sccaſiau, 
bur who are now unguiuiintd through that impediment. 

| do not ftrequenily quote poets, efpecially Engzlith : 
bur | i-member were is in ſome of Mir Cowley's love 
verics u rai, that | thought cxrrzordinury at fifteen, and 
have often Lace imagincd it to be Spoken by Ireland, 


Fer- 
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. Farbid it, heaven, my life ſhould be 
Weigh'd with her leaft convenizncy. 


In ſhort, whatever advantage you propoſe to yourſclves 
by repealing the /acramental teſt, ſpeak it out plainly, it 
is the belt argument you can uſe, for we value your in- 
tereſt much more than our own; if your little finger be 
ſore, and you think a poultice made of our vitals will 
give it any eaſc, ſpeak the word, and it ſhall be done: 
the intereſt of our whole kingdom is at any time ready to 
ſtrike to that of your pooreſt hing towns ; it is hard 
you will not accept our ſervices, unleſs we beheve at the 
ſame time. that you are only conſulting 007 profit, and 
giving us marks of your love. If there be a vre at ſome 
diſtance, and I immediately blow up my houi” before 
there be occafton. becauſe: you are a man of qual 2, and 
apprehend fome danger to à corner of your ſtable , yet 
why ſhoald you require me to attend next mornir g at 
your levee, with my humble thanks for the ſavour you 
have done me? 

If we might be allowed to judge for ourſelves, we had 
abundance of benefit by the /acramental teſt, and foreſee 
a number of miſchiefs would be the conſequence of re- 

ing it; and we conccive the objections made againſt 
n by the diferters are of no manner of force. They tell 
us of their merits in the late war in Ireland, and how 
ehearfully they engaged fur the ſafery of the nation; that 
if they had thought they had been fighting only other 
people's quarrels, perhaps it might have cooled their zeal; 
and that tor the future they ſhall fit down quietly, and 
let us do our work ourſelves ; nay, that it is neceſſary 
they ſhould do fo, fince they cannot take up arms under 
the penalty of high-treaſon. 

Now ſuppoſing them to hare done their duty, as I be- 
lieve they did, and not to trouble them about the“ #y ox 
the wheel, I thoaght /iberty, property, and religion, had 
been the three ſubjects of the quarrel ; and have not all 


* Alluding to the fable of a fly, who having ſettled on the 
ſpoke or a wheel belonging to a charivt, that was driven rapidly 
along the road, exulted in his own importance, and cried out, 
lat a duſt we raije !” 

thoſe 


228 A LETTER CONCERNING THE 


thoſe been amply ſecured to them ? had they at that time 
a mental reſervation for power and employments ? and 
mult theſe two articles be added henceforward in our na- 
tional quarrels ? it is grown a mighty conceit among ſome 
men, to melt down the phraſe of a church eftabliſhed by 
law, into that of the religion of the magiſtrate ; of which 
appellation it is eaſier to find the reaſon than the ſenſe : 
if by the magiſtrate they mean the prince, [the expreſ- 
ſion includes a falſhood ; for when king James was prince] 
the eſtabliſhed church was the ſame it is now. If by the 
ſame word they mean the legiſlature, we defire no more. 
Be that as it will, we of this kingdom believe the church 
of Ireland to be the national church, and the only one 
eſtabliſhed by law, and are willing by the ſame law to 
give a teleratian to diſſenters ; but if once we repeal our 
facramental teſt, and grant a tcleraticn, or ſuſpend the 
execution of the penal laws, I do not {ce how we can be 
{aid to have any eſtabliſhed church remaining ; or rather, 
why there will not be as many eſtabliſhed churches, as 
there are fects of diſſenters. No, ſay they, yours will 
{till be the national church, becauſe your biſhops and 
clergy are maintained by the public: but, t 1 ſuppoſe 
will be of no long duration, and it would be very anjuſt 
x ſhould, becauſe, to ipeak in Tindal's phraſe, it is not 
reaſonable that revenucs ſhould be annexed to one opini- 
on more than another, when all are equally lawtul; and 
it is the ſame author's maxim, that no free-born ſubject 
ought to pay for maintaining ſpeculations he docs rot be- 
lieve. But why /hould any man, upon account apini- 
ons. he cannat belp, be deprived the opportunity e ferv- 
ing hes queen and country! their zeal is commendable, 
and when cmployments go a begging for want of hands, 
they ſhall be ſuic to have the refuſal, only upon conditi- 
on they will not pretend to them upoa maxims, which e- 
qually include Atheiſts, Turks, Jews, Infidels, and be- 
retics; or, which is ſtill more dangerous, even papi/ts 
themſelves : the former you allow, the other you deny 
becauſe theſe laſt own a foreign power, and therefore 
muit be ſhut out. But there is no great wWig i 2% ; 
for their religion can ſuit with free 'tar-s, wah 61 nn or | 
abiolute monarchies, as well as a better; a ths popes 
power in France is but à ihadow; fo that upon this foot 

; | | there 
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there need be no great danger to the conſtitution by ad- 
mitting papi/ts to employments. I will help you to en- 
ough of them ſhall be ready to allow the pope as little 
power here as you pleaſe; and the bare opinion of his 
being vicar of Chriſt is but a ſpeculative point, for which 
no man it ſeems ought to be deprived the capacity of ſery- 
ing his country. 

But, if you pleaſe, I will tell you the great objection 
we have againſt repealing this ſame ſacramental teſt. It 
is, that we are verily perſuaded, the conſequence will be 
an entire alteration of religion among us in no great com- 
paſs of years. And pray, obſerve how we reaſon here in 
Ireland upon this matter. | 

We obferve the Scots in our northern parts to be a 
brave induſtrious people, extremely devoted to their re- 
hgion, and full of an undiſturbed affection towards each 
other. Numbers of that noble nation, invited by the 
fertilities of the ſoil, are glad to exchange their barren 
bills of Loquabar by a voyage of three hours, for our 
fruitful vales of Doun and Antrim, ſo productive of that 
grain, which at little trouble and leſs expence finds diet 
and lodging for themſelves and their cattle. Theſe peo- 
ple, by their extreme parſimony, wonderful dexterity ir 
dealing, and firm adherence to one-another, ſoon grow 
into wealth from the ſmalle/t beginnings, never are rooted 
out where they once fix, and increaſe daily by new fup- 
plies : beſides, when they are the ſuperior number in ny 
tract of ground, they are not over patient of mixtu; ; 
but ſuch, whom they cannot aſimuluate, ſoon ſind it thor 
interett to remove. I have done all in my power on fume 
land of my own to preſerve two or three Engliſh fellows 
in their netghbourhuod, but found it impoſſible, though 
one of them thought he had ſufficiently made his court 
by turning preſbyterian, Add to all this, that they bring 
along with them from Scotland a molt formidable notion 
of our church, which they look upon at leaſt three de- 
grees worſe than popery : and it is natural it ſhould be 
do, ſince they come over full fraught with that ſpirit, 
which taught them to aboliſh ępiſcopacy at home. 

Then we proceed tarther, and obſerve, that the gen- 
tlemen of employments here make a very conſiderable 
number in the houſe of commons, and have no other me- 


rit, 
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rit, but that of doing their duty in their ſeveral ſtations; 
therefore, when the teſt is repealed, it will be highly 
reaſonable they ſhould give place to thote, who have 
much greater 2 to plead. The commiſſions of the 
revenue are ſoon diſpoſed of, and the collectors and o- 
ther officers throughout the kingdom are generally ap- 
pointed by the commiſſioners, which gives them a mighty 
influence in every county. As much may be faid of the 
reat offices in the law; and when this door is open to 
| diſſenters into the commuſhons of the peace, to make 
them high-ſheriffs, mayors of corporations, and officers 
of the army and militia, I do not ſce how it can be o- 
therwiſe, conſidering their induſtry and our ſupineneſs, 
but that they may, in a very few years, grow to a majo- 
rity in the houſe of commons, and conſequently make 
themſelves the national religion, and have a fair pretence 
to demand the revenues of the church for their teachers, 
1 know it will be objected, that if all this ſhould happen 
as I deſcribe, yet the preſbyterian religion could never be 
made the national by act of parliament, becauſe our bi- 
ſhops are fo great in number in the houſe of lords; and 
without a majority there, the church could not be aboliſh- 
ed. But I have /ws very good expedients for that, which 
1 ſhall Icave you to gueſs, and I dare ſwear our ſpeaker 
here has often thought on, eſpecially having endeavour- 
cd at one -f them fo lately. To conviace you, that this 
deſign js not fo foreign from ſome people's thoughts, I 
mult let you know, than an honeſt be{{-aveat.ber * of our 
houſe (you have him now in England, I with you could 
keep him there) had the impudence ſome years ago, in 
parliament- time, to thake my lord biſhop of Kilaloo + by 
his lawn-ſlceve, and teil him, in a threatning manner, 
that he hoped to live to ſee ihe day, when t5-r. ſhould not 
sue of his order in the king. 

Theſe laſt lines perhaps you think a digreſſion; there- 
fore to return, I have told you the conſequences we ful- 
LE : eckon upon from repcaling the ſacramental tet, 
v hich although the greateſt number ot ſuch as are for do- 
ing it, are actually in no manner of pain about it, and many 


* ©ippoſed to be Mr Broderick. + Dr Lind&y, after- 
wards lord primate. | 
of 
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of them care notthree-pence whether there be any churchy 
or no; yet becauſe they pretend to argue from conſcience 
as well as policy and intereſt, I thought it proper to un- 
derftand and anſwer them accordingly. 

Now, Sir, in anſwer to your queſtion, whether if any 
attempt ſhould be made here for repealing the ſucramen- 
ta! te/?, it would be likely to ſucceed? the number of 
profeſſed diſſenters in this parliament was, as I remem- 
ber, ſomething under a dozen, and I cannot call to mind 
above thirty others, who were expected to fall in with 
them. This is certain, that the preſbyterian party hav- 
ing with great induſtry muſtered up their forces, did en- 
deavour one day, upon occaſion of a hint in my Lord * 
Pembroke's ſpeech, to introduce a debate about repealing 
the teſt clauſe, when there appeared at leaſt four to one 
odds againſt them; and the ablett of thoſe, who were 
reckoned the moſt ſtanch and thorough-paced uu upon 
all other occaſions, fell off with an abhorrence at the firſt 
mention of this. 

[ mult deſire you to take notice, that the terms of auhig 
and tory do not properly expreſs the different intereſts in 
our parliament. [remember, when I was lait in Eng- 
land, I told the king, that the higheſt tories we had with 
us would make tolcrable whigs there: this was certai:ly 
right, and {all in the general continues fo, unleſs you have 
ſince admitted new characteriſtics, which did not come 
within our detnition.] Whoever bcars a true vencrati- 
on for tlie glorious memory of king William, as our great 
deliverer from popery and ſlavery; whoever is firmly loy- 
al to our preſent queen with an utter abhorrence and de- 
teſtation of the preteuder; whoever approves the ſucceſ- 
lion to the crown in the houſe of Hanover, and is for pre- 
ſerving the doctrine and diſcipline of the church of Eng- 
land, with an indu/gence for ſerupulous confeiences ; ſuch 
a man we think acts upon right principles, and may be 
juſtly allowed a , and I belicre there arc not fre 
members in our houle of commons, who may nut fairly 
come under this deſcription. So that the parties among 
us are made up on one ide of modorate a,,, and on tlie 
other of prey teriaus and their uit, by wheel lit } 


* "Thcun lord licutenant of lriclaiid, 
Vor. II. mean 
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mean ſuch, who can equally go to a church or conventicle, 
or fuch who are indifferent to all religion in general; or 
laſtly, fuch who affe& to bear a perſonal rancour towards 
the clergy: theſe laſt are a ſett of men not of our own 
growth, their principles at leaft have been imported of 
late years; yet this whole party put together will ſcarce, 
I am confident, amount to above fifty men in parliament, 
which can hardly be worked up into a majority of three 


As to the houſe of lords, the difficulty there is con- 
ceived at leaſt as great as in ours. So many of our tem- 
peers live in England, that the biſhops are general- 
r of the houſe, and we reckon they 
ill be all to a man againſt repealing the ef? and yet 
their lordſhips are generally thought as good whigs upon 
our principles as any in the kingdom. There are indeed 
a few lay-lords, who appear to have no great devotion 
for epiſcopacy ; and perhaps one or two more, with 
whom certain powerful motives might be uſed for remoy- 
ing any difficulty whatſoever : but theſe are, in no ſort, 
a number to carry any point againſt a conjunction of the 
reſt and the whole bench of biſhops. 

Beſides, the whole body of our clergy is utterly againſt 
repealing the te, though they are entirely devoted to 
her majeſty, and hardly one in an hundred, who are not 
very good whigs in our acceptation of the word. And1 
mult let you know, that we of Ireland are not yet come 
up to ther folks refinements, for we generally love and 
eſteem our clergy, and think they deſerve it; nay, we 
are apt to lay ſome weight upon their opinion, and would 
not willingly diſoblige them, at leaſt, unleſs it were up- 
on ſome greater point of intereſt than this. And their 
judgment in the preſent affair is the more to be regard- 
ed, becauſe they are the laſt perſons, who will be affect- 
ed by it: this makes us think them impartial, and that 
their concern is only for religion and the intereſt of the 
kingdom. Becauſe the act, which repeals the 76, will 
only qualify a /ay»an for an employment, but not a pre- 
byterian or anataptift preacher for a church-living. Now 
L mult rake leave to inform you, that ſeveral members of 
our houſe, and myſelf among the reſt, knowing ſome 
time ago what was upon the anvil, went to all the clergy 

ve 
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we knew of any diſtinction, and debred their judgment 
in the matter; wherein we found a molt wonderful agree - 
ment, there being but one divine that we could hear of 


in the whole kingdom, who appeared of a contrary ſenti- 


ment, wherein he afterwards ſtood alone in the convocati- 
on, very little to his credit, though, as he hoped, very 
much to his intereſt. 

1 will now conſider a little the arguments offered to 
new the advantages, or rather the neceſſity of repealing 
the teft in Ireland. We are told, the popith intereſt is 
here ſo formidable, that all hands ſhould be joined to 
keep it under; that the only names of diſtinction among 
us ought to be thoſe of proteſlant and papiſt; and that 
this expedient is the only means to wnite all proteſtants 
upon one common bottom. All which is nothing but miſ- 
repreſentatioa and miſtake. 

if we were under any rea! fear of the papiſts in this 
kingdom, it would be bard to think us ſo ſtupid, as not 
to be equally apprehenſive with others, ſince we are 
likely to be the greateſt, and more immediate ſufferers : 
but on the contrary, we look upon them to be altoge - 
ther as inconſiderable as the women and children. Their 
lands are almoſt entirely taken from them, and they are 
rendered uncapable of purchaſing any more; and for the 
little that remains, proviſion is made by the late act a- 
gainſt popery, that it will daily crumble away: to pre- 
vent which, ſome of the molt conſiderable among them 
are already turned proteſtants, and ſo in all probability 
will many more. Then, the popilh prieſts are all regi- 
ſtered, and without permiſſion (which 1 hope will not be 
granted) they can have no ſucceſſors ; fo that the pro- 
teſtant clergy will find it perhaps no difficult matter to 


| bring great numbers over to the church; and in the mean 


time the common people, without leaders, without diſ- 
cipline, or natural courage, being little better than heww- 

rs of wand, and drawers of water, are out of all capa- 
city of doing any miſchief, if they were ever ſo well in- 
clined. Neither are they at all likely to join in any con- 
hiderable numbers with an invader, having found ſo ill 
ſucceſs when they were much more numerous and power- 


ful; whea they had a prince of their own religion to head 
| D 


2 them, 


234 A LETTER CONCERNING THE 


them, had been trained for ſome years under a popiſh 
deputy, and received ſuch mighty aids from the French 
king. 

45 to that argument uſed for repealing the 0, that 
it will unite all proteſtants againſt the common enemy; 1 
wonder by what figure thoſe gentlemen ſpeak, who are 
pleaſed to advance it: ſuppoſe, in order to increaſe the 
friendſhip between you and me, a law ſhould paſs, that 
i muſt have half your eſtate ; do you think that would 
much advance the union between us? or ſuppoſe I ſhare 
my fortune equally between my own children and a ftran- 
ger, whom I take into my protection; will that be a me- 
thod to unite them? it is an odd way of uniting parties, 
to deprive a majority of part of their ancient right, by 
conferring it on a faction, who had never any right at all, 
and therefore cannot be ſaid to ſuffer any loſs or injury, 
af it be refuſed them. Neither is it very clear, how far 
ſome people may ſtretch the term of common enemy. How 
many are there of thoſe that call themſelves proteſtants, 
who look upon our worſhip to be idolatrous as well as 
that of the papiſts, and with great charity put prelacy and 
popery together as terms convertible ? ; 

And therefore there is one ſmall doubt I would be wil- 
lingly ſatisfied in, before I agree to the repealing of the 
16: that is, whether theſe ſame proteftants, when they 
have by their dexterity made themſelves the national re- 
gion, and difpoſed the church revenues among their pa- 
tors or themſelves, will be fo kind to allow us diſſenters, 
do not fay a ſhare in employments, but a bare zolerati- 
on by law? the reafon of my doubt is, becauſe I have 
been ſo very idle as to read above fifty pamphlets written 
by as many preſbyteran divines, loudly diſclaiming this 
idol t:/eration, ſome of them calling it (I know not how 
properly) a rag /f popery, and all agreeing it was to Ha- 
bliſh iniquity by a law, Now I would be glad to know, 
when and where their ſucceſſors have renounced this 
doctrine, and before what witneſſes. Becauſe, methinks 
J ſhould be loth to ſee my poor titular biſhop in partibus 
ſciæcd on by miſtake in the dark for a jeſuit, or be forc- 


® In the reign of king James II. and till after the battle of 


ed 


the Boyne in 1690. 
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eld myſelf to keep a chaplain diſguiſed like my butler, and 
ſteal to prayers in a back room, as my grandfather uſed 
in thoſe times, when the church of England was malig- 
nant. | 
But this is ripping up old quarrels long forgot ; popery 
is now the common enemy, againſt which we . 
nite: I have bern tired in hiſtory with the perpetual folly 
of thoſe ſtates, who call in foreigners to aſſiſt them a- 
inſt a common enemy: but the miſchief was, theſe 
allies would never be brought to allow, that the common 
enemy Was quite fubdued. And they had reaſon; for 
it proved at laſt, that one part of the common enemy was 
2 them in, and ſo the allies became at 
length the maſters. 
| It is agreed among naturaliſts, that a Jion is a larger, 
a ſtronger, and more dangerous enemy than a cat; yet 
if a man were to have his choice, either a lien at his foot, 
bound faſt with three or four chains, his teeth drawn out, 
and his claws pared to the quick, or any angry cat in full 
liberty at his throat; he would take no long time to de- 
termine. 

I have been ſometimes admiring the wonderful ſigniñ - 
cancy of that word perſecution, and what various inter- 
pretations it hath acquired even withia my memory. 
When I was a boy, I often heard the preſbyterians com- 
plain, that they were not permitted to ferve God in their 
own way; they ſaid they did not re pine at our employ- 
ments, but thought that all men who live peaceably ought 
to have liberty of conſcience, and leave to aſſemble. That 
impediment being removed at the revolution, they ſoon 
learned to ſwallow the ſacramental teſt, and began to 
take very large ſteps, wherein all who offered to oppoſe 
them, were called men of a perſecuting ſpirit, During 
the time the bull againſt occaſional conformity was on foot, 
perſecution was every day rung in our ears, and now at 
lalt the /acramental teſt itſelf has the fame name. Where 
then is this matter likely to end, when the obraining of 
one requeſt is only uſed as a itep to demand. another? a 
lover is ever complaining of cruelty, while any thing is 
denied him; and when the lady ceaſes to be cruel, the 
is from the next moment at his mercy : ſo perſecution, it 
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leems, is every thing, that will not leave it in mens pow- 


er to perſecute others. 

There is one argument offered againſt a ſacramental 
teſt by a ſort of men, who are content to be ſtiled of the 
church of England, who perhaps attend its fervice in the 
morning, and go with their wives to a converticle in the 
afternoon, confeſſing they hear very good doctrine in both. 
Theſe men are much offended, that fo holy an inſtituti- 
on, as that of the Lord's ſupper, ſhould be made ſub- 
ſervient to ſuch mercenary purpoſes as the getting of an 
employment. Now it ſeems, the law, concluding all 
men to be members of that church where they receive 
the ſacrament; and ſuppoling all men to live like chriſti- 
ans (eſpecially thoſe who are to have employments) did 
imagine they received the ſacrament in courſe about four 
times a year; and therefore only defired it might appear 
by certificate to the public, that ſuch, who took an office, 
were members of the church eſtabliſhed, by doing their 
ordinary duty. However, Ie we ſhould offend them, 
we have often defired they would deal candidly with us: 
for if the matter {tuck only there, we would propoſe it 
in parliament, that every man, who takes an employ- 
ment, ſhould, inſtead of receiving the facrament, be ob- 
liged ro ſwear, that he is a member of the church of Ire- 
land by law eltabliſhed, with epiſcopacy, and /o forth ; 
and as they do now in Scotland, to be true to the kirk. 
But when we drive them thus far, they always retire to 
the main body of the argument, urge the hardſhip that 
men ſhould be deprived the liberty of ſerving their queen 
and country on account of their conſcience: and in ſhort, 
have recourſe to the common flile of their half-brerhren. 
Now whether this be a ſincere way of arguing, I will ap- 
peal to any other judgment but theirs. 

There is anuther topic of clamour ſomewhat parallel 
to the foreguing : rt ſeems by the teit-clauſe, the ilitary 
officers are obliged to receive the ſacrament, as well as 
the civil. And it is a matter of ſome patience, to hear 
the diſſenters declaiming upon this occaſion : they cry 
they are di/armed, they are uſed like papitts : when an 
enemy appears at home, or from abroad, rhey mult fit 
ſtill, and fee their throats cut, or be hanged for high · 
treaſon if they offer to defend themielyes. Miſerable 

coa- 
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condition ! woful dilemma ! it is happy for us all, that 
the pretender was not appriſed of this paſſive prerbyteriar 
principle, elſe he would have infallibly landed in our war- 
thern parts, and found them all fat down in their forma- 
lities, as the Gauls did the Roman ſenators, ready to dic 
with honour in their callings. Sometimes to appeaſe their 
indignation, we venture to give them hopes, that in ſuch 
a caſe the government will perhaps connive, and hardly 
be ſo ſevere to hang them for defending it againſt the let- 
ter of the law; to which they readily anſwer, that 
will not lie at our mercy, but let us fight our battles our- 
ſelves. Sometimes we offer to get an act, by which, 
upon all popi/Þ inſurrections at home, or popi/h invaſions 
from abroad, the government ſhall be impowered to grant 
commiſhons to all proteſtants whatſoever, without that 
perſecuting circumitance of obliging them to ſay their 
prayers when they receive the facrament : but they ab- 
hor all thoughts of ccaſſonal commithons ; they will not 
do our drudgery, and we reap the benefit: it is not worth 
their while to fight pra aris et foci: ; and they had ra- 
ther loſe their eſtates, liberties, religion, and lives, than 
the pleaſure of governing. 

But to bring this diſcourſe towards a concluſion: if the 
diſſenters will be ſatisfied with ſuch a to/eration by law, 
as hath been granted them in England, I believe the ma- 
jority of both houſes will fall readily in with it; farther 
it will be hard to perſuade this houſe of commons, and 
perhaps much harder the next. For, to ſay the truth, 
we make a mighty difference here between ſuffering tier 
to grow among us, and wearing them for pet. We 
are fully convinced in our coniciences, that we ſhall al- 
ways tolerate them; but not quite ſo fully that they will 
always tclerate us, when it comes to their turn; and we 
are the majority, and we are in poſſeſſion. 

He who argues in defence of a law in force, not anti- 
2 or obſolete, but lately enacted, is certainly on the 

er ſide, and may be allowed to point out the dangers ht 
conceives to foreſce in the abrogation of it. 

For, if the conſequences of repealing this clauſe ſhould 

at ſome time or other enable the preſbyterians to work 

themſelves up into the national church ; inſtead of unit- 

ing proteſtants, it would ſow eternal diviſions among 
them. 
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them. Firſt, their own ſects, which now lie dormant, 
would be ſoon at cuffs again with each other about pow- 
er and preferment; and the dij/crting epiſcopalr, per- 
haps diſcontented to ſuch a degree, as upon fome fair 
unhappy occaſion, would be able to ſhake the firmeſt loy» 
alty, which none can deny theirs to be. 
Neither is it very difficult ro conjecture, from ſome late 
ings, at what a rate this action is like to drive, 
where-ever it gets the whip and the /eat. They have al- 
ready ſet up courts of ſpiritual judicature in open con- 
tempt of the laws: they ſend miſſionaries every where, 
without being invited, in order to convert the church of 
England folks to chriſtianity. They are as vigilant as [ 
dino who, to attend perſons on their death-beds, and 
for purpoſes much alike. And what practices fuch prin» 
ciples as theſe (with many other that might be invidious 
to mention) may ſpawn, when they are laid out ts the 
Jun, you may determine at leifure. 

Laſtly, Whether we are fo entirely ſure of their loy- 
alty upon the preſent foot of government as you may ima» 
gine, their detractors make a queſtion, which however 
does, I think, by no means affect the body of diſſenters: 
bur the inſtance produced is of fome among their leading 
teachers in the north, who having refuſed the abjuration 
oath, yet continue their preaching, and have abundance 
of followers. The particulars are out of my head; but 
the fact is notorious enough, and I believe hath been 
liſhed; I think it a pity, it hath not been remedied. 

Thus I have fairly given you, Sir, my own opinion, 
as well as that of a great majority in both houſes here, 
relating to this weighty affair; upon which I am conſi- 
dent you may ſecurely reckon. I will leave you to make 
what uſe of it you pleaſe. 


I am with great reſpec, 


Dublin, Dec. 4, 
1708. Sir, ; 


Tour, eta. 


1 


Some ARGUMENTS againſt enlarging the pow- 
er of Bisnors in letting of LEAS ES X. 


Miki credite, major hereditas venit unicuique veſtrum in 
iiſdem bonis a jure et a legibus, quam ab iis a quibus 
illa iſſa bona relicta ſunt. Cicero pro A. Cæcina. 


Written in the year 1723. 


N handling this ſubje& I ſhall proceed whally upon 

the ſappolition, that thoſe of our party, who profeſs 
themſelves members of the church eſtabliſhed, and under 
the apoſtolical government of biſhops, do defire the con- 
tinuance and tranſmiſſion of it to poſterity at leaſt in as 
good a condition as it is at preſent : becauſe, as this diſ- 
courſe is not calculated for difſenters of any kind, ſo nei- 
ther will it ſuit the talk or ſentiments of thoſe perſons, 
who with the denomination of churchmen are oppreſſors 
of the inferior clergy, and perpetually quarrelling at the 
great incomes of the biſhops ; which is a traditional cant 
delivered down from former times, and continued with 
great reaſon, although it be now near 200 years ſince al- 
moſt three parts in four of the church revenues have been 
taken from the clergy, beſides the ſpoils that have been 
gradually made ever fince of glebes and other lands by 
the conſuſion of times, the fraud of encroaching neigh- 


* This pamphlet is intermixed with thoſe maſterly firokes 
of irony, which are fo often intermixed in Swift's works. 
Tiie general ſubject of it leads me to recolleft a circumſlance 
much. to the dean's honour; he could never be induced to 
take fines for any of the clapter lands; he always choſe to 
raiſe the rents, as the method leaſt oppreſſive to the preſent te- 
nant, and moſt advantageous to all future tenants and land- 
lords. He conſtantly refuſed to give charity out of the chap- 
ter- funds, which he alledged were ſcarce ſufficient to maintain 
the neceſſary repairs of the cathedral. Orrery. 
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bours, or the power of oppreſſors too great to be en- 
countered. 

About the time of the reformation many popi/h biſhops 
of this kingdom, knowing they mult have been ſoon e · 

if they would not change their religion, made 
leaſes and fee-farms of great part of their lands, refery. 
ing very inconſiderable rents, ſometimes only a chiefry, 
by a power they aſſumed directly contrary to many anti- 
ent canons, yet conſiſtent enough with the common law. 
This trade held on for many years after the biſhops be- 
came proteſtants; and ſome of their names are ſtill re- 
membered with infamy on account of enriching their fa- 
milies by ſuch facrilegious alienations. By theſe means 
epiſcopal revenues were ſo low reduced, that three or 
four ſees were often united to make a tolerable compe- 
tency. For ſome remedy to this evil king James the firſt 
by a bounty, that became a good chriſtian prince, beſtow- 
ed ſcveral forfeited lands on the northern biſhoprics: but 
in all other of the kingdom the church continued 
ſtill in the ſame diſtreſs and poverty; ſome of the ſees 
hardly — enough to maintain a country vicar. A- 
bout the middle of king Charles the firſt's reign the legĩ- 
flature here thought fit to put a ſtop at leaſt to any far- 
ther alicnations ; and fo a law was enacted, prohibiting 
all biſhops and other eccleſiaſtical corporations from ſet- 
ting their lands for above the term of twenty one years; 
the rent reſerved to be one half of the real value of ſuch 
lands at the time they were ſet, without which condition 
the leaſe to be void. 
Soon after the reſtoration of king Charles the fecond 

the —— taking into conſideration the miſcrable e- 
ſtate of the church, certain lands by way of augmentati- 
oa were granted to eight biſhops iu the act of ſettlement, 
and confirmed in the act of explauation ; of which boun- 
ty, as [ remember, three ſecs were in a great meaſure 
defeated; but by what accidents it is not here of ary im- 
portance to relate. 

This at preſent is the condition of the church in lre- 
land with regard to epiſcopal revenues: which I have 
thus briefly (and perhaps imperfectly) deduced for ſome 


information to thoſe, whole thoughts do not lead hem to 
ſuch couliderativns. 
By 
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By virtue of the ſtatute already mentioned, under king 
charles the firſt, limiting eccleſiaſtical bodies to the term 
of twenty one years under the reſerved rent of half real 
yalue, the biſhops have had ſome ſhare in the gradual riſe 
of lands, without which they could not have been ſup- 
ported with any common decency that might become their 
{tation. It is above eighty years ſince the paſling of that 
act: the fee of Meath, one of the belt in the kingdom, 
was then worth about 400 J. per annum; the poorer 


ones in the ſame proportion. If this were their preſent 


condition, I cannot conceive how they would have been 
able to pay for their patents, or buy their robes : but this 
will certainly be the condition of their ſucceſſors, if fuch 
a bill ſhould paſs, as they ſay is now intended, which I 
will ſuppoſe ; and believe many perſons, who may give a 
vote for it, are not aware of. 

However, this is the act which is now attempted to 
be repealed, or at leaſt eluded; ſome are for giving bi- 
ſhops leave to let fee-farins, otacrs wouid allow them to 
let leafcs for lives; and the molt moderate would repeal 
that clauſe, by which the biltops arc bound to let their 
lands at half value. 

The reaſons for the 1i{c of vue in lands are of two 
kinds. Of the firſt Kind, are long peace and ſettlement 
after the devaſtations of war; p'i..cations, improvements 
of bad foil, recovery of bogs 4.:d marſhes, advancement 
of trade and manufactures, increaſe of inhabitants, en- 
couragement of agriculture, aud the like. 

But there is another reaſon for the riſe of land, more 
gradual, couitant and certain; which will have its effects 
in countries, that are very far from flouriſhing in any of 
the advantages I have jult mentioned: I mean the perpe- 
tual decreaſe in the vaiue of gold and filver. I thall diſ- 
courſc upon theſe two ditferent kinds with a view towards 
the bill now attempred, 

As to the firſt: I cannot fee how this kingdom is at 
any heighth of improvement, while four parts in five of 
the plantations for 30 years paſt have been real diſ-im- 
provements; nine in ten of the quickſet-hedges being ruin- 
ed for want of care or {kill. And as to forelit trees, they 


being often taken out of woods, and planted in fingle 


rows on the tops of ditches, it is impothble they ſhould 
grow 
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to be of uſe, beauty, or ſhelter. Neither can it be 
that the ſoil of Ireland is improved to its full heighth, 
while fo much lies all winter under water, and the bogs 
made almoſt deſperate by the ill cutting of the turf, 
There hath indeed been ſome little improvement in the 
manufactures of linen and woollen, although very ſhort 
of perfection; but our trade was never in ſo low a con- 
dition : and as to agriculture, of which all wiſe nations 
have been ſo tender, the deſolation made in the country 
by engroſling graziers, and the great yearly importation 
of corn from England, are lamentable inſtances under 
what diſcouragement it lies, 

But, notwithſtanding all theſe mortifications, I ſuppoſe 
there is no well-wiſher to his country without a little hope, 
that in time the kingdom may be on a better foot in ſome 
of the articles above mentioned. But it would be hard, 
if eccleſiaſtical bodies ſhould be the only perſons exclud- 
ed from any ſhare in public advantages, which yet can 
never happen, withour a greater ſhare of profit to their 
tenants: if God ſends rain equally upon the juſt and the 
unjuſt, why ſhould thoſe, who wait at his altars, and are 
inſtructors of the people, be cut off from partaking in the 
general benefits of law or of nature? | 

But, as this way of reaſoning may ſeem to bear a more 
favourable eye to the clergy, than perhaps will ſuit with 
the preſent diſpoſition or faſhion of the age; I ſhall there - 
fore dwell more largely upon the ſecond reaſon for the 
riſe of land, which is the perpetual decreaſe of the value 
of gold and ſilver. 

This may be obſerved from the courſe of the Roman 
hiſtory above two thouſand years before thoſe inexhauſti- 
ble filver mines of Potoſi were known. The value of an 
obolous and of every other coin between the time of Ro- 
mulus and that of Auguſtus gradually ſunk above five 
parts in ſix, as appears by ſeveral paſſages out of the beſt 
authors. And yet, the prodigious wealth of that ſtate 
did not ariſe from the increaſe of bullion in the world by 
the diſcovery of new mines, but from a much more acct- 
dental cauſe, which was the ſpreading of their conqueſt, 
and thereby importing into Rome and Italy the riches of 
the caſt and we/t. 

W hen the ſcat of empire was remoxed to . 
the 


. 
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the tide of money flowed that way without ever return- 
ing; and was ſcattered in Aſia. But when that mighty 
empire was overthrown by the n5rthern people, ſuch a 
ſtop was put to all trade and commerce, that vaſt ſums 
of money were buried to eſcape the plundering of the 
conquerors ; and what remained was carried off by theſe 
ravagers. 

It were no difficult matter to compute the value of mo- 
ney in England during the Saxon reigns ; but the mon- 
kiſh and other writers ſince the conqueit have put that 
matter in a clearer light, by the ſeveral accounts they 
have given us of the value of corn and cattle in years of 
dearth and plenty. Every one knows, that king John's 
whole portion, before he came to the crown, was but five 
thouſand pounds, without a foot of land. 

I have likewiſe ſeen the ſteward's accounts of an anci- 
ent noble family in England written in Latin between 
three and four hundred years ago, with the ſeveral prices 
of wine and victuals, to confirm my obſervations. 

I have been at the trouble of computing (as others have 
done) the different values of money for about four hun- 
dred years paſt. Henry duke of Lancaſter, who lived a- 
bout that period, founded an hoſpital in Leiceſter for a 
certain number of old men, charging his lands with a 
groat a week to each for their maintenance, which is to 
this day duly paid them. In thoſe times, a penny was 
equal to ten pence ha!f-penny, and ſomewhat more than 
half a farthing in ours; which makes about eight ninths 
difference. 

This is plain alſo from the old cuſtom upon many e- 
ſtates in England to let for leaſes of lives, (renewable at 
pleaſure) where the reſerved rent is uſually about twelve 
pence a pound, which then was near the half real value: 
and although the fines be not fixed, yet the landlord gets 
altogether not above three ſhillings in the pound of the 
worth of his land: and the tenants are fo wedded to this 
cultom, that, if the owner ſuffer three lives to expire, 
none of them will take a leaſe on other conditions ; or if 
he brings in a foreigner who will agree to pay a reaſon- 
able rent, the other tenants by all manner of injuries will 


make that foreigner ſo uncaſy, that he mult be forced to 
Vor. III. A | quit 
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quit the farm; as the late Earl of Bath felt by the ex- 
perience of above ten thouſand pounds loſs. 

The gradual decreaſe for about two hundred years after 
was not conſiderable, and therefore I do not rely on the 
account given by ſome hiſtorians, that Harry the ſeventh 
left behind him eighteen hundred thouſand pounds; for 
although the Welt-Indies were diſcovered before his 
death, and although he had the beſt talents and inſtru- 
ments for exacting of money ever poſſeſſed by any pri 
ſince the time of Veſpaſian (whom he reſembled in many 
particulars) yet I conceive, that in his days the whole 
coin of England could hardly amount to ſuch a ſum. For 
in the reign of Philip and Mary, Sir Cockain of Der- 
 byſhire, the belt houſe-keeper of his quality io the coun- 
ty, allowed his lady fifty pounds a year for maintaining 
the family, one pound a year wages to each ſervant, and 
two pounds to the ſteward; as I was told by a perſon of 
quality who had ſeen the original account of his œcono- 
my. Now this ſum of fifty pounds, added to the advan- 
tages of a large domain, might be equal to about five 
hundred pounds a year at preſent, or ſomewhat more 
than four . | 

The great plenty of filver in England began in queen 
Elizabeth's reign, when Drake and others took vaſt quan- 
tizics of coin and bullion from the Spaniards either upon 
their own American coaſts, or in their return to Spain. 
Howerer ſo much hath been imported annually from that 
time to this, that the value of moncy in England, and 
molt parts of Europe, is funk above one half within the 
ſpace of an hundred years, notwithſtanding the great ex- 
port of filver for about eighty years paſt to the Eaſt- 
Indies, from whence it never returns. But gold not be- 
ing liable to the ſame accident, and by new diſcoveries 
growing every day more plentiful, ſcems in danger of be- 
coming à drug. 

Tus hath been the progreſs of the value of money in 
former ages, and mult of neceſſity continue ſo for the fu- 
tare, without ſome new invaſion of Goths and Vandals to 
deltroy law, property and religion, alter the very face of 
Patuie, and turn the world upfide down. 

i n:v it repeat, that what 1 am to fay upon the ſubject 
s mer de only for the conviciion of thule among our 


ans 
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own party, who are true lovers of the church, and would 
be glad it ſhould continue in a tolerable degree of proſpe · 
rity to the end of the world. 

The church is ſuppoſed to laſt for ever both in irs diſ- 
cipline and doctrine ; which is a privilege common to e- 
very petty corporation, who malt likewife obſerve the 
taws of their foundation, If a gentleman's eſtate, which 
now yields him a thouſand pounds a year, had been ſet 
for ever at the higheit value even in the flouriſhing days 
of king Charles the ſecond, would it now amount to a- 
bove four or five hundred at moſt ? What if this had hap- 

ed two or three hundred vears ago; would the refcry- 
ed rent at this day be any more than a ſmall chicfry* ſup- 
poſe the revenues of a biſhop to have been under the ſame 
eirrum tances; could he now be able to perform works 
of hoip:tality and charity? Thus, it the revenues of a 
biſhop be limited to a thoufaad pounds a year; how will 
his fuccetiur be in a condition to ſupport his ſtation with 
decency, when the fame denomination of money ſhall aot 
anſwer an half, a quarter, or an eighth part of that ſam ? 
Which mult unaeoidably be the conſequence of any bill 
to elude the luaitiag ad, whereby the church was preſetv- 
ed from utter ruin. 


The ſame reafon holds good in all corporations whatſo- 


ever, why cannot follow a more pernicious practice than 


that of granting perpetuities, for which many of them 
{mar: to this day; although the leaders among them are 
often io ſtupid as not to perceive it, or ſometimes ſo 
kniuh as to find their private account in cheating the 
co umunity. 

Several colleges in Oxford were aware of this growing 
evi about an hundred years ago; and inſtead of limiting 
their rents to a certain ſum of money, prevailed with 
uu tenants to pay the price of ſo many barrels of corn 
to > valucd as the market went at two ſeafons (as! re- 
member) in the year, For a barrel of corn is of a real 
intrinſic value, which gold and lilver are not: and by this 
invention theſe colleges have preſerved a tolerable ſubſiſt- 
ence for their feliows aud ſtudents to this day. 

The preſent bithops will indeed be no ſutferers by ſuch 
a bill; becauſe, their ages conſidered, they cannot expect 
to fee any great decreaſe in the value of moncy; or at 
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worſt they can make it up in the fines, which will pro- 
bably be greater than uſual upon the change of leaſes in- 
to fer - farms or lives; or without the power of obliging 
their tenants to a real half value. And, as 1 cannot well 
blame them for taking ſuch advantages, (conſidering the 
nature of human kind) when the queition is only, whe- 
ther the money ſhall be put into their own or another 
man's pocket: ſo they will never be excuſable before 
God or man, if they do not to their death oppoſe, de- 
clare, and proteſt againſt any ſuch bill, as muſt in its con- 
jequences compleat the ruin of the church, and of their 
v4 wn order in this kingdom. 

if the fortune of a private perſon be diminiſhed by the 
weakneſs, or inadvertency of his anceſtors, in letti 
ates tor ever at low rents, the world lies open to his in- 
daſtry for purchaſing of more; but the church is barred 
by a dead hand; or if it were otherwiſe, yet the cuſtom 
et making bequelts to it hath been out of practice for al- 
mo't two hundred years, and a great deal directiy con- 
trary hath been its fortune. 

I have been aſſured by a perſon of ſome conſequence, 
to whom I am likewiſe obliged for the account of ſome 
other facts already related, that the late * biſhop of Saliſ- 
bury (the greateſt ig of that bench in his days) con- 
feſſed to him, that the liberty which biſhops in England 
have of letting leaſes for lives would, in his opinion, be 
one day the ruin of epiſcopacy there ; and thought the 
church in this kingdom happy by the limitation act. 

And have we not already found the effect of this dif- 
trrent proceeding in both kingdoms ? Have not two Eng- 
liſh prelates quitred their pecrage and fears in parliament, 
in a nation of freedom, for the fake of a more ample re- 
venue even in this unhappy kingdom, rather than he un- 
der the mortiſication of living below their dignity at home? 
for which however they cannot be juſtly cenſured. I 
know indeed ſome perſons, who offer as an argument for 
repealing the limiting bill, that it may in future ages pre- 
vent the practice of providing this kingdom with biſhops 
from England, when the only temptation will be remov- 
ed. And they allege, that, as things have gone for ſome 


* Dx Burnet. 


years 
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, gentlemen will grow diſcouraged from ſending 
—_— and from ſuffering them to 
enter into holy orders, when they are likely to languiſh 
under a curacy or ſmall vicarage to the end of their lives: 
but this is all a vain imagination ; for the decreaſe in the 
value of money will equally affect both kingdoms : and 
beſides, when biſhoprics here grow too ſmall to invite o- 
yer men of credit and conſequence, they will be left more 
fully to the diſpoſal of a chief governor, who can never 
fail of ſome worthleſs illiterate chaplain, fond of a title 
and precedence. Thus will that whole bench in an age 
or two be ſed of mean, ignorant, fawning gown- 
men, humble ſuppliants and dependents upon the court 
for a morſel of bread, and ready to ſerve every turn that 
ſhall be demanded from them in hopes of getting ſome 
commendam tacked to their fees ; which mult then be the 
trade, as it is now too much in England, to the great dif- 
couragement of the inferior clergy. Neither is that prac- 
tice without example among us. 

It is now about eighty - ive years ſince the paſſing of 
that limiting act, and there is but one inſtance in the me- 
mory of man of a biſhop's leaſe broken upon the plea of 
not being ſtatutable; which, in every body's opinion, 
could have been loſt by no other perſon than he, who 
was then tenant, and happened to be very ungracious in 
his county. In the preſent “ biſhop of Meath s caſe that 
plea did not avail, although the leaſe were notoriouſly 
unttatutable ; the rent reſerved being, as I have been told, 
not a ſeventh part of the real value; yet the jury upon 
their oaths very gravely found it to be according to the 
ſtatute ; and one of them was heard to ſay, that he would 
eat his ſhoes before he would give a verdict for the biſhop. 
A very few more have made the ſame attempt with as Jit- 
the ſucceſs. Ercrv biſhop and other eccleſiaſtical body 
reckon forty pounds in an hund: ed to be a reaſonable half 
value; or if it be only a third part, it fe!dom or never 
breeds any difference between landlord and tenant. But 
when the rent is trom five to nine or ten parts leſs than 
the worth, the biſhop, if he conſults the good of his fee, 
will be apt to expoltulate; and the tenant, if he be an 


* Dr E ans, a Welchman. 
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| honeſt man, will have ſome regard to the reaſonableneſs 


and juſtice of the demand, ſo as to yield to a moderate 
advancement, rather than engage in a ſuit, where law 
and equity are directly againſt him. By theſe means the 
biſhops have been ſo true to their truſts, as to procure 
ſome ſmall ſhare in the advancement of rents; although 
it be notorious, that they do not receive the third 
(fines included) of the real value of their lands through- 
our the kingdom. 

I was never able to imagine what inconvemence could 
accrue to the public by one or two thouſand pounds a year 
in the hands of a proteſtant biſhop, any more than of a 
hay . The former, generally ſpeaking, liveth as 


piouſly and hoſpitably as the other; pays his debts as 


honeltly, and ſpends as much of his revenue among his 
tenants : beſides, if they be his immediate tenants, you 
may diftinguiſh them at firſt fight by their habits and 
horſes 3 or if you go to their houſes, by their comfort- 
able way of living. But the misfortune is, that ſuch im- 
mediate tenants generally ſpeaking have others under 
them, and fo a third and fourth in ſubordination, till it 
comes to the welder (as they call him) who fits at a rack- 
rent, and lives as miſerably as an Iriſh farmer upon a new 
leafe from a lay landlord. But ſuppoſe a biſhop happens 
to be avaricious, (as being compoſed of the ſame ſtuff 
with other men) the conſequence to ti: public is no worſe 
than if he were a ſquire; for he lcaves his fortune to his 
{on or near relation, who, if he be rich enough, will ne- 
ver think of entring into the church. 

And as there can be no diſadvantage to the public in a 
proteſtant country, that a man ſhould hold lands as a bi- 
/Þsp, any more than if he were a temporal perſon; ſo it is of 
great advantage to the community, where a biſhop lives 
s he ought to do. He is bound in conſcience to telide 
in his dioceſe, and by a ſolemn promiſe to keep hoſpitali- 
ty; his eſtate is ſpent in the kingdom, not remitreyl to 
England; he keeps the clergy to their duty, and is an ex- 
ampic of virtue both to them and the people. Suppoſe 


This part of the parapraph is to be applied to the period 
when the whole was written, which was in 1723, when ſeveral 
of qucen Anuc's biſhops were living. 
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him an ill man; yet his very character will withhold him 
from any great or open exorbitancies. But in fact it muſt 
be allowed, that ſome biſhops of this kingdom within 
twenty years paſt have done very ſignal and laſting acts of 
public charity; great inſtances whereof are the * late and 
+ preſent primate, and the Lord Archbiſhop of Dub- 
lin that now is, who hath left memorials of his bounty in 
many parts of his province, I might add the biſhop of 
| Raphoe, and ſeveral others: not forgetting the late 
dean of Down, Dr Pratt, who beſtowed one thouſand 
pounds upon the univerſity ; which foundation, (that [ 
may obſerve by the way) if the bill propoſed ſhould paſs, 
would be in the ſame ci ces with the biſhops, nor 
ever able again to advance the ſtipends of the fellows and 
ſtudents, as lately they found it neceſſary to do; the de- 
terminate ſum appointed by the ſtatutes for commons be- 
ing not half ſufficient by the fall of money to afford ne- 
ceſſary ſuſtenance. But the paſſing of ſuch a bill muſt 
put an end to all eccleſiaſtical beneficence for the time to 
come; and whether this will be ſupplied by thoſe who 
are to reap the benefit, better than it hath been done by 
the grantees of impropriate tythes, who received them 
upon the old church conditions of keeping hoſpitality, it 
will be eaſy to conjecture. | 

To alledge, that paſſing ſuch a bill would be a good 
encouragement to improve biſhops lands, is a great error. 
Is it not the general method of landlords to wait the ex- 
piration of a leaſe, and then cant their lands to the high- 


| eſt bidder ? And what ſhould hinder the ſame courſe to 


be taken in church leaſes, when the limitation is removed 


of paying half the real value to the biſhop? In riding 


through the country how few improvements do we ſee up- 
on the eitates of laymen, farther than about their own 
domains ? To fay the truth, it is a great misfortune as 
well to the public as to the biſhops themſelves, that their 
lands are generally let to lords and great ſquires, who in 


reaſon were never deſigned to be tenants; and therefcre 


may naturally murmur at the payment of rent, as a ſub- 
ſerviency they were not born to. If the tenants to the 


Pr Marſh, + Dr Lindſey, Dr King. 
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church were honeſt farmers, they would pay their fines 
and rents with chearfulneſs, improve their lands, and 
thank God they were to give but a moderate half value 
for what they held. I have heard a man of a thouſand 
pounds a year talk with great contempt of biſhops leaſes, 
as being on a worſe foot than the reſt of his eſtate; and 
he had certainly reaſon : my anſwer was, that ſuch leaſes 
were originally intended only for the benefit of induſtri- 
ous huſbandmen, who would think it a great bleſſing to be 
ſo provided for, inſtead of having his farm ſcrewed up to 
the hcight, not cating one comfortable meal in a year, 
nor able to find ſhoes for his children. 

1 know not any advantage that can accrue by ſuch a 
bill, except the preventing of perjury in jurymen, and 
falſe dealing in tenants ; which is a remedy like that of 
giving my money to an highwayman, before he attemprs 
to take it by force; and fo I ſhall be ſure to prevent the 
fin of robbery. 

I had wrote thus far, and thought to have made an 
end; when a bookſeller ſent me a ſmall pamphlet, entit- 
led, The caſe of the laity, with fome queries ; full of the 
ſtrongeſt malice againſt the clergy, that I have any where 
met with fince the reign of Toland, and others of that 
tribe. Theſe kinds of advocates do infinite miſchief to 
OUR GOOD CAUSE by giving grounds to the unjuſt re- 
proaches of TokiESs and JaconBiTtts, who charge us 
with being enemies to the church. If I bear an hearty 
unfeigned loyalty to his majeſty king GEORGE and the 
houſe of Hanover, not ſhaken in the leaſt by the hard- 
ſhips we lic under, which never can be imputable to to 
gracious a prince; if I ſincerely abjure the PxETExDE R, 
and all Poris u SUucCcz$$0Rs; if | bear a due venera- 
tion to the glorious memory of the late king W ILLIAV, 
who preſerved theſe kingdoms from Por ERK and SLav- 
ERY with the expence of his blood, and hazard of his 
life; and laſtly, if I am for a proper indulgence to all 
 eifſenters, | think nothing more can be reaſonably de- 

manded of me as a Mi, and that my political catechiſm 
| is full and complete. But whoever, under the ſhelter of 
+ that party denomination, and of many great profeſſions 
of loyalty, would deitroy, or undermine, or injure the 
CHURCH cftablitked ; I utterly difown him, and think he 
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ought to chuſe another name of diſtinction for himſelf and 
his adherents. I came into the cauſe upon other princi- 
which by the grace of God I mean to preſerve as 
as I live. Shall we juſtify the accuſations of our ad- 
— | Hoc ithacus velit, —The Tories and Jaco- 
BITES will behold us, with a malicious pleaſure, deter- 
mined upon the ruin of our friends. For is not the pre- 
ſent ſer of biſhops almoſt entirely of that number, as 
well as a great majority of the principal clergy? And a 
ſhort time will reduce the whole by vacancies upon death. 
An impartial reader, if he ** to examine what 1 
have already ſaid, will eaſily anſwer the bold gueries in 
the pamphlet I mentioned; be will be convinced, that 


the reafon ſtill ſtrongly exiſts, for which that limiting law 


was enacted. A reaſonable man will wonder, where can 
be the inſufferable grievance, that an eccle/iaſtical land- 
lord ſhould expect a moderate or a third part value in 
rent for his lands, when his title is at leaſt as ancient 
and as legal as that of a layman ; who is yet but ſeldom 
guilty of giving ſuch beneficial bargains. Has the nation 
been thrown into confuſion? And have many poor fumi- 
lie: been ruined by rack-rents paid for the lands of the 
church ? does the nation cry out to have a law that mult 
in time ſend their biſhops a begging ? But, God be thank - 
ed, the clamours of enemies to the church is not yet the 
cry, and I hope will never prove the voice of the nation. 
The clergy, I conceive, will hardly allow that the people 
maintain them, any more than in the ſenſe that all land- 
lords whatſoever are maintained by the people. Such aſ- 
ſertions as theſe, and the inſinuations they carry along 


with them, proceed from principles which cannot be a- 


vowed by thoſe, who are for preſerving the happy con- 
flitution in church and flate, Whoever were the propo- 
ſers of ſuch queries, it might have provoked a bold writer 
to retaliate, perhaps with more jultice than prudence, by 
ſhewing at whoſe door the grievance lies, and that the 
biſhops at leaſt are not to anſwer for the poverty of te- 
nants. 

To gratify this great reformer, who enlarges the i 
copal rent-roll almoſt one half, let me ſuppoſe that all 
the church lands in the kingdom were thrown up to the 
ity ; would the tenants in ſuch a caſe Gt caſier in their 
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rents than they do now? Or, would the money be e- 
Hy ſpent in the kingdom? No; the farmer would be 
— up to the utmoſt penny by the agents and ſtew. 
ards of ab/entees, and the revenues cinploycd in making 
a figure at London; to which city a full third part of the 
whole income of Ireland is annually recurned, to anſwer 
that ſingle article of maintenance for Iriſh landlords. 

Another of his quarrels is againſt p/uralities and n- 
refedence : as to the former, it is a word of ill name, but 
not well underſtood. The clergy having been {tripped of 
the greateſt part of their revenues, the g/ebes being gene- 
rally loſt, the ty/hes in the hands of laymen, the churches 
demoliſhed, and the country depopulated ; in order to 
preſcrve a face of chriſtianiiy, it was neceſſary to unite 
ſmall ricarages ſufficient to make a tolerable maintenance 
for a mini/ter. The profit of ten or a dozen of theſe 
unions ſeldom amounts to above eighty or an hundred 
pounds a year. If there be a very few dignitaries, whoſe 
preferments are perhaps more liable to this accuſation, it 
15 to be ſuppoſed, they may be favourites of the time; 
cr perſons of fyperior merit, for whom there hath ever 
been ſome indulgence in all governments. 

As to nzn-re/idence, I believe there is no chriſtian 
country upon carth, where the clergy have leſs to anſwer 
for upon that article. I am confident there are not ten 
clergymen in the kingdom, who properly ſpeaking can be 
termed 2-3-re/tdents : tor ſurely we are not to reckon in 
that number thoſe, who for want of g/ebes are forced to 
retice to the neareſt neighbouring village for a cabin to 
put their heads in; the leading man of the panih, when 
be makes the greateſt clamour, being leaſt diſpoſed to ac- 
commodate the uiiter with an acre of ground. And 
indeed, confidering the difficulties the clergy lie under up- 
on this head, it hath been frequent matter of wonder to 
nue, how they are able to perform that part of their duty 
ſo well as they do. 

There is a + noble author, who hath lately addreſ- 
ſed to the houſe of commons an excellent diſcourſe for 
the encauragement of agriculture ; full of moit uſeful 
hius, which 1 hope that honourable aſſembly will con- 
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fder as they deſerve. I am not a ſtranger to his lord- 
ſhip; and excepting in what relates to the church, there 
are few perſons with whoſe opinions I am better pleaſed 
to agree; and am therefore grieved when I find him 
charging the inconveniencies in the payment of ſythes up- 
on the clergy and their prodtors, His lordſhip is above 

conſidering a very known and vulgar truth, that the mean- 
eſt farmer hath all manner of advantages againſt the moſt 
powerful clergyman, by whom it is impotkible he can be 
wronged, although the nter were ever ſo evil diſpoſ- 
ed; the whole ſyſtem of teizing, perplexing, and de- 
frauding the preHor, or his maſter, being as well known 
to every plowman, as the reaping or ſowing of his corn, 
and much more artfully practiſed. Beſides, the leading 
man in the pariſh muſt have his es at his own rate, 
which is hardly cer above one quarter of the value. 
And I have hcard it computed by many ſkilful obſervers, 
whoſe intereſt was not concerned, that the clergy did not 

receive throughout the kingdom one half of what the laws 
have made their due. 

As to his lordſhip's diſcontent againſt the bi/hops-court, 
I ſhall not interpoſe farther than in venturing my private 
opinion, that the clergy would be very glad to recover 
their juſt dues by a more ſhort, deciſive, and compuljroe 
_— than ſuch a cramped and limited juriſdiction will 

ow. 

His lordſhip is not the only perſon diſpoſed to give the 
clergy the honour of being the He encouragers of all new 
improvements. If hops, hemp, flax, and twenty things 
more are to be planted, the clergy lone mult reward the 
induſtrious farmer by abat- ment of the y e What if 
the owner of nine parts in ten would pleaſe to abate pro- 
portionably in his rent for every acre thus improved ? 
Would not a man juſt dropt from the clouds, upon a full 
hearing, judge the demand to be at [-4{t as reafonable ? 

delieve no man will diſpute his lordſhip's title to his 
eſtate ; nor will I the jus divirum of tythes, which he 
mentions with ſonze emetion, I ſuppoſe the affirmative 
would bc of little advantage to the clergy, for the ſame 
reaſon that a Mun in ia lem hath more weight in the 


world, than an grriele of fit. And yet I think there 


may be ſuch a thing as Hacrilege, becaute it is frequently 
men- 
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mentioned by Greek and Roman authors, as well as de. 
ſcribed in holy writ. This I am ſure of; that his lord- 
ſhip would at any time excuſe a PARLIAMENT for not 
concerning itſelf in his properties without his own con- 
ſcar. 

The obſervations I have made upon his lordſhip's diſ- 
courſe, have not I confeſs been altogether proper to my 
ſubje& : however, fince he hath been pleaſed therein to 
offer ſome propoſals to the houſe of commons with rela- 
tion to the clergy, I hope he will excuſe me for differing 
from him; which proceeds from his own principle, the 
deſire of defending /iberty and property, that he hath fo 
ſtrenuouſly and conſtantly maintained. 

But the other writer openly declares for a law impow- 
ering the biſhops to ſet fee-ſarms ; and ſays, Whoever in- 
timates, that they will deny their conſent to ſuch a rea- 
ſonable law, which the whole nation cries for, are ene- 
mies to them and the church. Whether this be his real 
opinion, or only a {train of mirth and irony, the matter 
is not much. However, my ſentiments are ſo directly 
contrary to his, that, I think, whoever impartially reads 
and conſiders what I have written upon this argument, 
hath either no regard for the church eſtabliſhed under the 
hierarchy of biſhops, or will never conſent to any law, that 
ſhall repeal or elude the limiting clauſe relating to the 
real half value, contained in the act of parliament decims 
Caroli, For the preſervation of the inheritance, right: 
and. profits of lands belonging to the church and perſons 
_ e-cleftaſtical ; which was grounded upon reaſons, that do 
{till and muſt for ever ſubiiſt. 


October 21, 
1723. 
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The PxtsBYTERIANS PLEA of Mxrr in ordec 
to take off the TEST, impartially examincd. 


Written in the year 1731 *. 


F. have been told in the common news papers, that 
\ all attempts are to be made this ſeſſion by the pre/- 
byterians and their abettors for taking off the teſt; as a 
kind of preparatory ſtep to make it go down ſmoother in 
England. For if once their light would fo /hine, the pa- 
pits delighted with the blaze would all come in and 
dance about it. This I take to be a prudent method; 
like that of a diſcreet phyſician, who firſt gives a new 
medicine to a dig, before he preſcribes it to a human 
creature, | 

The presbyterians have, ever ſince the revolution, di - 
rected their learned caſuiſts to employ their pens on this 
ſubject by ſhewing the merits and pretenſions, upon which 
they claim this i, as founded upon the ſervices they 
did towards the reſtoration of king Charles the fecond, 
and at the retalutian under the prince of Orange. Which 
pleas I tuke to be the moſt ſingular in their kind, that e- 
ver were offered in the face of the ſun againit the moit 
glaring lights of truth, and againſt a continuation of public 
facts known to all Furope tur twenty years together. I 
ſhall therefore impartially examine the merits and con- 
duct of the preiorterians upon thoſe two great cvents; 
and the pretenſions to favour, which they challenge up- 
on them. 

Soon after the reformation of the church in England 
under Edward the ſixth, upon queen Mary's ſucceeding 
to the crown (who reitored pgpery ) many proteftunts fled 
out of England to eſcape the perſccution raiſed agaialt the 


* Sce à letter on this ſubject, P. 222. Of this volume; 
which was reprinted in Ireland on the fame occafion that pro- 
cuced this and the three fullowiny tracts. 
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church, as her brother had left it eſtabliſhed. Some of 
theſe exiles went to Geneva; which city had received 
the doQrine of Calvin, and rejected the government of 
biihops; with many other refinements. "Theſe Engliſh 
exiles readily embraced the Geneva ſyſtem; and having 
added further improvements of their own, upon queen 
Mary's death returned to England; where they preached 
up their new opinions, inveighing bitterly againſt epiſco- 
Fucr, and all ntes and ceremonies, however innocent and 
ancient in the church: building upon this foundation; to 
run as far as poſhble from popery even in the molt minute 
and indifferent circumſtances. This faction, under the 
name of pritarn, became very turbulent during the whole 
reign of qucen Elizabeth, and were always diſcouraged 
by that wiſe queen, as well as by her two ſucceſſors. 
However, their numbers as well as their inſolence and 
perverſeneſs ſo far increaſed, that ſoon after the death of 
king James the firſt many inſtances of their petulancy and 
ſcurrility are to be ſeen in their pamphlets written for 
ſome years after (which was a trade they began in the 
days of queen Elizabeth) particularly with great rancour 
againſt the biſhops, the habits, and the ceremonies : ſuch 
were thoſe ſcurrilous libels under the title of Martin Mar- 
prelate, and ſeveral others. And although the Earl of 
Clarendon tells us, until the year 1640 (as I remember) 
the kingdom was in a [tate of perfect peace and happinels, 
without the leaſt appearance of thought or deſign towards 
making any alterations in religion or government; yet l 
have found, by often rumaging for old books in Little 
Britain and Ducklane, a great number of pamphlets prin- 
ted from the year 1630 to 1640 full of as bold and im- 
pious railing expreſſions againtt the lawtul power of the 
crown, and the order of biſhops, as ever were uttered 
during the rebellion or the whole ſubſequent tyranny ot 
that fanatic anarchy. However 1 find it manifeſt, that 
frritarifr did not erect itſelf into a new ſeparate ſpecies 
of religion till ſome time after the rebellion began. For 
in the latter times of king James the firſt, and the for- 
mer part of his fon, there were ſeveral puritan biſhops, 
agd many per it.yn private clergymen; whale people went 
as their inclinations led them to hear preachers of cach 
tarty in the parith churches, for the Tu clergy had 
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received epiſcopal orders as well as the reſt. But ſoon 
after the rebellion broke out, the term puritun gradually 
dropt, and that of presbyterian ſucceeded ; which fect 
was in two or three years eſtabliſhed in all its forms, by 
what they called an ordinance of the lords and commons, 
without conſulting the king, who was then at war againſt 
his rebels. And from this period the church continued 
under perſecution, until monarchy was reſtored in the 
year 1660. | 

In a year or two after we began to hear of a new party 
riſen, and growing in the parliament as well as the army, 
under the name of independent : i ſpread indeed ſome- 
what more in the latter; but not equal with the prev; - 
terians either in weight or number, until the very time 
the king was murdered. 

When the king, who was then a priſoner in the iſle of 
Wight, had made his laſt conceſhons for a peace to the 
commithoners of the parliament, who attended him there; 
upon their retura to London they reported his majeſty's 
anſwer in the houſe. Whereupon a number of moderate 
members, who, as Ludiow favs, had fecured their own 
terms with that prince, managed with ſo much art as to 
obtain a majority in a thin houſe for palling a vote, that 
the king's conce/Tons were a ground for a future ſettle- 
ment, But the great officers of the army joining with 
the diſcontented members came to a reſolution of exclud- 
ing all thoſe, who had conſented to that vote; which 
they executed in a militiry way. Ireton told Fairfax the 
general, a rigid presbytorian, of this reſolution; who 
thereupon iſſued his orders tur drawing out the army the 
next morning, and placing guards in Weſtminſter-hall, 
the court of regue/ts, and the [abby ; who, in obedience 
to the General in conjunction with thoſe members who 
had oppoſed the vote, would let no member enter the 
hoaſe except thoſe of their own party. Upon which the 
queltion for bringing the king to juſtice was immediately 
put, and carried, without oppoſition that I can find. Then 


an order was made for his trial; the time and place ap- 


pointed; the judges named, of whom Fairfax himſclf 
was one ; although by the advice or threats of his wife 
he declined fitting among them. However, by freſh or- 
ders under his own hand, which I have ſeen in print, he 
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pointed guards to attend the judges at the trial, and to 
keep the city in quiet; as he did likewiſe to prevent any 
oppoſition from the people upon the day of execution. 
From what I have already deduced it appears manifeſt, 
that the differences between thoſe two ſects, pretlyterian 
and independent, did not then amount to half ſo much as 
what there is between a ai and tory at preſent among 
us. The deſign of utterly extirpating monarchy and e- 
piſcopacy was equally the fame in both ; evidently the 
conſequence of the very ſame principles, upon which the 
presbyterians alone began, continued, and would have 
ended in the ſame events; if towards the concluſion they 
had not been bearded by that new party, with whom they 
could not agree about dividing the ſpoil. However, 
they held a good ſhare of civil and military employments 
during the whole time of the uſurpation; and their names, 
actions and preferments are frequent in the accounts of 
thoſe times. For I make no doubt, that all the prudent 
presbyterians complied in proper ſeaſons, falling in with 
the ſtream; and thereby got that ſhare in employments, 
which many of them held to the reſtor ation; ard perhaps 
too many of them after. In the ſame manner we find 
our wiſeſt tories in both kingdoms, upon the change of 
| hands and meaſures at the queen's death, have endea- 
voured for ſeveral years by due compliances to recover 
the time they had loſt by a temporary obſtinacy; where- 
in they have well ſucceeded, according to their degrees 
of merit; of whoſe names I could here make honourable 
mention, if I did not fear it might offend their modceity. 
As to what is alledged, that ſome of the prerbyterians 
declared openly againſt the king's murder; I allow it ta 
be true. But from what motives ? No other can poſhbly 
be aſſigned than perfect ſpight, rage, and envy, to find 
themiclves wormed out of all power by a new infant 
ſoawn of indefer:4onts ſprung from their own bowels. It 
is true, the differences in religious tenets between them 
are very few and trifling; the chief quarrel, as far as l 
remember, relating to congregational and national aſſem- 
blics. But wherever intereit or power think fit to inter- 
fere, it little imports what principles the oppoſite parties 
tink fit to charge upon each other: for we fee at this 
day, that the fie are more hated by the whole fer ty 
| ⁊cal- 
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zealous whigr, than the very papi/ts themſelves ; and in 
effect as much unqualified for the ſmalleſt office : although 
both theſe parties aſſert themſelves to be of the ſame re- 
ligion in all its branches of doctrine and diſcipline; and 
profeſs the ſame loyalty to the ſame prote/tant king and 
his heirs. 

If the reader would know what became of this inde- 
pendent party, upon whom all the miſchief is charged by 
their presbyterian brethren, he may pleaſe to obſerve, 
that during the whole uſurpation they contended by de- 
grees with their parent ſect, and as I have already ſaid, 
ſhared in employments; and gradually, after the reſtora- 
tion, mingled with the maſs of presbyrerians ; lying ever 
fiace undiitinguithed in the herd of enters. 

The presbyterian merit is of as little weight, when 
they alledge themſclves inſtrumental towards the king's 
reſtoration. The kingdom gre tired with thoſe ridicu- 
lous models of government : firſt by a houſe of lords and 
commons without a king; then without bithops ; after- 
wards by a rump * and lords temporal; then by a rump 
alone; next by z ſingle perſon for life, in conjunction with 
a council; by agitators; by major-generals; by a new 
kind of repreſentatives from the three kingdoms ; by the 
keepers of the liberties of England; with other ſchemes 
that have ſlipt out of my memory. Cromwell was dead; 
his fon Richard a weak ignorant wretch, who gave up 
his monarchy much in the ſame manner with the two u- 
ſurping kings of Breatford +; the people haraſſed with 
taxes, and other oppreſſions. The king's party, then 
called the Cavaliers, began to recover their ſpirits, The 
few nobility ſcattered through the kingdom, wha lived in 
a molt retired manner, obſcrving the confuſion of things, 
could no longer endure to be ridden by bakers, coblers, 
brewers, and the like at the head of armies, and plun- 
dering every where like French dragoons, The rump 
aſſembly grew deſpicable to thoſe, who had raiſed them: 
the city of London exhaultcd by almoſt twenty years con- 


® This name as given to that part of the houſe of com- 
mons, which remained after the moderate men had been ex- 
pelled by military o 1. be / 
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tributing to their own ruin, declared againſt them. The 
rump, after many deaths and reſurrections, was in the 
molt contemptuaus manner kicked out, and burnt in ef- 
figy. The excluded members were let in: à free parlia- 
ment called in as legal a manner as the times would allow; 
and the king reſtored. 

The ſecond claim of pre:byterian merit is founded up- 
on their ſervices againſt the dangerous deſigns of king 
James the ſecond ; while that prince was uſing all his en- 
deavours to introduce popery, which he openly profeſſed 
upon his coming to the crown: to this they add their e- 
minent ſervices at the revolution under the prince of O- 
range. 

Now the quantum of prerbyterian merit during the 
four years reign of that weak, bigotted, and ill adviſed 
prince, as well as at the time of the revolution, will eaſi- 
ly be computed by a recourſe to a great number of hiſto- 
ries, pamphlets and public papers, printed in thoſe times 
and ſome afterwards; beſides the verbal teſtimonies of 
many perſons yet alive, who are old enough to have 
known and obſerved the diſſenters conduct in that critical 

riod, 

9 is agreed, that upon king Charles the ſecond's death, 
foon after his ſucceſſor had publickly owned himſelf a 
Roman cathalic, he began with his firtt careſſes to the 
church party; from whom having received very cold diſ- 
couraging anſwers, he applicd to the Presbyterium leaders 
and teachers; being adviſed by his prieſts and i 
courtiers, that the ſafeſt method towards introducing his 
own religion would be by taking off the /acramental teſt, 
and giving a full liberty of conſcience to all reEvions, (I 
ſappoic that profeſſed chriſtianity.) It ſeems that the r 
brterians in the latter ycars of king Charles the ſccond, 
upon account of certain plots (allowed by biſhop Burnet 
% be genuine) had been for a ſhort time forbid to hold 
tacir conventicles. M hercupon theſe charitable Chriſti- 
ans, out of pecfect refentment againſt the church, receir- 


ed the gracious ofcrs of king James with the ſtrongeſt 


proſeiſions of loyalty, and higheſt acknowlegments for his 
tixuur. I have ſcen ſeveral of their addrefles, full of 
thanks and pruifes, with bitter inſinuations of what they 
bad fuficred ; putting themfelyes and the pap;/f» upon the 
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fame foot, as fellow-ſufferers for conſcience ; and with 
the ſtyle of cur brethren the Roman catholicks, About 
this time began the project of claſeting (which hath ſince 
been practiſed many times with more art and ſucceſs) 
where the principal gentlemen of the kingdom were pri- 
vately catechiſed by his majeſty to know whether, if a 
new parliament were called, they would agree to paſs an 
act for repealing the /ſacramental teſt, and eſtabliſhing a 
general liberty of conſcience. But he received fo little 
encouragement, that deſpairing of ſucceſs, he had recourſe 
to his diſpenſing power, which the judges had determin- 
ed to be part of his prerogative. By colour of this de- 
termination he preferred ſeveral presbyicrians, and many 
papiſts, to civil and military employments. While the 
king was thus bufied, it is well known that monſicur Fa- 
gel, the Dutch envoy in London, delivered the opinion 
of the prince and princeſs of Orange concerning the repeal} 
of the et: whereof the king had ſent an account to 
their highneſſes, to know how far they approved of it. 
The ſubſtance of their anfwer, as reported by Fagel, was 
this, that their highneſſes thought very well of a liberty 
of conſcience; but by no means of giving employments to 
any other perſons than thoſe who were of the national 
church. T his opinion was confirmed by ſeveral reafons: 
cannot be more particular, not having the paper by me, 
although it hath been printed in many accounts of thoſe 
times. And thus much every moderate churchman would 
perhaps ſubmit to: but to truſt {oy part of the civil pow- 
er in the hands of thoſe whole intereſt, inclination, con- 
ſcience, and former practices have been wholly turned to 
introduce a different ſyſtem of religion and goverameat, 
hath very few examples in any chriſtian ſtate; nor any 
at all in Holland, the great patroneſs of univerſal tole- 
ration. 

Upon the firſt intelligence king James received of an 
intended mvaſion by the prince of Orange, among great 
numbers of ah] to increaſe his troops he gave commiſ- 
ſions to ſeveral prerbyterians; ſome of whom had been 
oficers under the rump ; and particularly he placed one 
Richards, a noted presb,terian, at the head of a regi- 
ment, vho had been governor of Wexford in Cromwell's 
ume, and is often mentioned by Ludlow in his Memoirs. 

This 
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This regiment was raiſed in England againſt the prince of 
Orange: the colonel made his ſon a captain, whom 1 
knew, and who was as zealous a presoyterian as his fa- 
ther. However, at the time of the prince's lauding, the 
father, eaſily foreſccing how things would go, went over 
like many others to the prince, who coatinued him in his 
regiment ; but coming over a year or two after, to aſſiſt 
in railing the ſiege of Derry, he behaved himſelf fo like 
either a coward or a traytor, that his rcgimeat was taken 
from him. | 
I will now conſider the conduct of the church party 
during the whole reign of that unfortunate king, They 
were ſo unanimous againſt promiſing to paſs an act for re- 
pealing the teſt, and eſtabliſhing a general liberty of con- 
{cience, that the king durſt not truit a parliament; but 
encouraged by the profelions of loyalty given him by his 
presbyterian friends, went on with his diſpenſing power, 
The church clergy at that time are allowed to have 
written the belt collection of tracts againſt perry, that e- 
ver appeared in England; which are to this day in the 
higheſt eſteem. But upon the ſtricteſt enquiry, I could 
never hear of above one or two papers publiſhed by the 
prevbyterians at that time upon the fame ſubject. Seven 
reat prelates (he of Canterbury among the reſt) were 
= to the tower for preſenting a petition, wherein 
deſired to be excuſed in not obeying an illegal command 
from the king. The biſhop of London, Dr Compton, 
was ſummoned to anſwer before the commiſſioners for ec- 
cleſiaſtical affairs for not ſuſpending Dr Sharp (afterwards 
Archbithop of York) by the king's command. If the 
prethyteriaus expreſſed the ſame zeal upon any occaſion, 
the inſtances of it are not, as I can find, left upon record, 
or tranſmitted by tradition. The proceedings againſt 
Magdalen callege in Oxford, for refuſing to comply with 
the king's mandate for admitting a profeſſed papi/? upon 
their foundation, are a ſtanding proof of the courage and 
firmneſs in religion ſhewn by that learned ſociety to the 
ruin of their fortunes. The presbyteriars know very 
well, that I could produce many more inſtances of the 
fame kind. But theſe arc enough in ſo ſhort a paper as 1 
intend ut preſent. 
It is indeed very true, that after king Vi illiam was 
| ſettled 
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ſettled on the Engliſh throne, the prerbyterians began to 
appear, and offer their credentials, and demand favour : 
and the new king having been originally bred a Calviniſt 
was deſirous enough to make them eaſy (if that would do 
it) by a legal toleration ; although in his heart he never 
bore much affection to that ſect; nor deſigned to favour 
them farther than as it ſtood with the preſent ſcheme of 
politics; as I have long fince been aſſured by the greateſt 
men of whig principles at that time in England. 

It is likewiſe true, nor will it be denied, that when the 
king was poſſeſſed of the Engliſh crown, and the remain- 
der of the quarrel was left to be decided in this kingdom; 
the presbyterians wiſely choſe to join with the prateſtaut 
army, rather than with that of king James their old friend, 
whoſe affairs were then in a manner deſperate. They 
were wiſe enough to know, that this kingdom divided a- 
gainſt itſelf could never prevail againſt the united power 
of England. They fought pro aris et focis; for their 
eſtates and religion; which latter will never ſuffer ſo 
much by the church of England, as by that of Rome, 
where they are counted heretics as well as we: and con- 
ſequently they have no other game to play. But what 
merit they can build upon having joined with a preteſlant 
army, under a king they acknowleged, to deferd their 
own libertics and propertics againſt a ppi enemy under 
an abdicated king; is, I confeſs, to me abſolutely incon- 
ceivable ; and I believe will equally be fo for ever to any 
rcaſonable man. 

When theſe ſectaries were ſeveral years ago making 
the ſame attempt for aboliſhing the teſt, many ground- 
leſs reports were induſtriouſly and feaſonably ſpread of an 
invaſion threatened by the preterder on the north of Ire- 
land. At which time the prerbyterians in their pamph- 
lets argued in a menacing manner, that if the pretender 
thould invade thoſe parts of the kingdom, where the 
numbers and e{tates of the diſſenters chiefly lay, they 
would fit ſtill, aud /ct ws feht our own battles ; ſince 
they were to reap no advantage, which ever fide ſhould 
be victors. If this were the courſe they intended to take 
in ſuch a caſe, I deſire to know, how they could contrive 
ſafely to ſtand neuters, otherwiſe than by a compact with 
the pretender and his army to ſupport their neutrality, 

and 
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and protect them againſt the forces of the crown ? This 
is a neceſſary ſuppoſition ; becauſe they muſt otherwiſe 
have inevitably been a prey to both. However, by this 
frank declaration they ſufficiently ſhewed their good will, 
and confirmed the common charge laid at their door; that 
a Scottiſh or northern presbyterian hates our epiſcopal 
eſtabliſhed church more than popery itſelf. And the rea- 
ſon for this hatred is natural enough; becauſe it is the 
church alone, that ſtands in the way between them and 
power; which p7p-ry doth not. 

Upon this occaſicn I am in ſome doubt, whether the 
political ſpreaders of thoſe chimerical invations made a 
judicious choice in fixing the northern parts of Ireland for 
that romantic enterprize. Nor can I well underſtand the 
wiſdom of the preslzterians in countenancing and con- 
firming thoſ: reports; becauſe, it ſeems to cali a moſt in- 
famous reflection upon the loyalty and religious principles 
of their whole body : for if there had been any truth in 
the matter, the conſequence muſt have been allowed, 
that the pretender counted upon more aſſiſtance from his 
father's friends the presbyterian:s by chuſing to land in 
thoſe very parts, where their number, wealth and power 
molt prevailed, rather than among thoſe of his own reli- 
gion. And therefore in charity to this ſect I rather in- 
cline to beheve, that thoſe reports of an invaſion were 
formed and ſpread by the race of ſmall politicians, in or- 
der to do a ſeafonable jobb. | 

As to p;pery in general, which for a thouſand years 
paſt hath bcen introducing and multiplying corruptions 
both in doctrine and diſciphne ; I look upon it to be the 
molt abſurd ſyſtem of chriftianity profeſſed by any nation. 
Bur I cannot apprehend this kingdom to be in much dan- 
ger from it. The eſtates of papitts are very few ; cram- 
bling into ſmall parcels, and daily diminiſhing ; their com- 
mon people are funk in poverty, ignorance and cowardice; 
and of as little conſequence as women and children. 
Their nobility and gentry are at leaſt one half ruined, 
baniſhed, or converted: they all ſoundly feel the fmart 
of what they ſuffered in the laſt Iriſh war: ſome of them 
are already retired into foreign countries; others, as I 
am told, intend to follow them; and the reſt, I belicve, 
to a man, who (till poſſeſs any lands, are abſolutely de- 
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termined never to hazard them again for the ſake of eſta- 
bliſhing their ſuperſtition. If it hath been thought fit, as 
ſome obſerve, to abate of the law's rigour againſt popery 
in this kingdom, I am confident it was done for very wiſe 
reaſons, conſidering the ſituation of affairs abroad at dif- 
ferent times, and the intereſt of the prote/tant religion in 
general. And as I do not find the leaſt fault in this pro- 
ceeding ; ſo I do not conceive, why a ſank diſcarded par- 
ty, who neither expect nor deſire any thing more than a 


quiet life, ſhould under the names of 4igh-fyers, jaco- 
titer, and many other vile appellations, be charged ſo 


often in print and at common tables with endeavouring to 
introduce pogpery and the preter der ; while the pupifts ab- 
hor them abore all other men on account of ſeverities a- 
gainſt their prieſts in her late majeſty's reign, when the 
nxw dizbanded reprobate party was in power, This 1 
was convinced of ſome years ago by a long journey into 
the ſouthern parts; where I had the curioſity to ſend for 
many prieſts of the parithes I paſſed through, and to my 
great ſatisfa&tion found them every where abounding in 
profeſnons of loyalty to the late king George; for which 
they gave me the reaſons above-mentioned ; at the fame 
time complaining bitterly of the hardſhips they ſuffered 
under the QUEEN 8 /aft miniſtry. 

I return from this digreſhon to the modeſt demands of 
the presbyterians for a repeal of the ſacramental teſt, as 
a reward for ther mcrits at the reſtoration and the rew9- 
lution ; which merits I have fairly repreſented, as well 
as my memory would allow me. If I have committed 
any miltakes, they mult be of little moment. The facts 
and principal circumſtances are what 1 have obtaincd and 
digeſted from reading the hiſtories of thoſe times written 
by cach paty; and many thouſands have done the ſame 
as well as 1, wao l am ſure have in their minds drawn the 
lame concluftons, 

This is the faction, and theſe the men, who are now 


_ reſuming their applicatione, and giving in their bills of 


merit to both kingdoms upon two points, Which of all o- 
thers they have the leuſt pretenſions to offer. I have col- 
letted the facts with all potable impartiality from the cur- 
rent hi(tories of thoſe times; and have thewn, although 
very bneiy, the gradual proceedings ot thoſe ſectaries 

under 
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under the denominations of prritans, prertyteriant and 
1 ents for about the ſpace of an hundred and eighty 
years, from the beginning of queen Elizabeth to this pre- 
ſent time. But notwithſtanding all that can be ſaid, theſe 
very ſchiſmatics (for ſuch they are in temporals as well 
as ſpirituals) are now again expecting, ſolicitir g and de- 
manding (not without inſinuated threats, according to 
their cuſtom) that the parliament ſhould fix them u 
an equal foot witii the church eitablihed. I would fain 
know to what branch of the leg iſlatore they can have the 
forehead to apply. Not to ray lords the biſtops; who 
muſt have often read how the predeceſſors of this very 
faction, acting upon the ſume principles, drove the whole 
bench out of the houſe ; who were then, and hitherto 
continue, one of the thice eſtates: not to the temporal 
peers, the ſecond of the three eitates, who mult hare 
heard, that immediately after tlioſe rebellious fanatics had 
murdered their king, they voted a houſe of lords to be 
uſcicls ard dangerous, and would let them fit no longer, 
otherwite than when elected as commoners : not to the 
houſe of commons; who mult hare heard, that in thoſe 
fanatic times the prod toricn and independent command- 
ers in the army by military power expelled all the mode- 
rate men out of the houſe, and left a rump to govern the 
nation: Jalily, not to the crown ; which thoſe very /aints 
deſtined te rule the earth trampled under their feet, and 
then in cold blood murdered the blefſed wearer. 

But the ſeſhon now approaching, and a clan of diſſen- 
ting teachers being come up to town from their northern 
head quarte::, accompanicd by many of their elders and 
agents, and ſupported by a general contribution to ſolicit 
their eſtabliſiment with a capacity of holding all military 
as well as civil employments, I think it high time that 
this paper ſhould fee the light. However, I cannot con- 
cluds without freely confeting, that if the prezhytorians 
ſhould obtain their ends, I could not be forry to find them 
m'taken in the point, which they have moſt at heart by 
the repcal of the ff,; LI mean the benefit of employ- 
mente. For after all, what affurance can a Scottiſh nor- 
the;n diſſenter born on Iriſh ground have, that he ſhall 
be treated with as much favour as a TRUE SCT born 
beyond the Tweed? 

I am 
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I am ready enough to believe, that all I have ſaid will 
avail but jitile, I have the common excuſe of other men, 
when I thiak myfelf bound by all religious and civil 3 
to diſcharge my coaſcience, and to warn my countr en 
upon this important occaſion. It is true, the advocates 
for this ſcheme promiſe a new world after th bieſſed 
work ſhall be compleated ; that all animoſity and fac. ion 
muſt immediately drop; that the only diſtinction in this 
kingdom will then be of papit and prote/?art : for 25 to 
whig and tor,, fag church and low church, jacobite and 
Hanoverian, court and country party, Engliſh and ir.jÞ 
intereſts, dijc:-ters and conformifts, new light and wid 
light, Anabapti/t and {udependent, Quaker and muggle- 
tonian; they will all meet and jumble together into a 
perfect harmony at the {ettons and aihzes, on the bench 
and in the revenues; and upon the whole, in all civil and 
military trults, not excepting the great councils of the 
nation. For it is wiſcly argued thus: that a kingdom 
being no more than a larger knot of friends met together, 
it is againſt the rules of good manners to ſhut any perſon 
out of the company, except the ppi, who profeſs 
themſelves of another club. | 

am at a loſs to know, what arts the presbyterian ſet 
intends to uſe in convincing the world of their loyalty to 
kingly government, which (long before the prevalence, or 
even the birth of their ;rdependert rivals) as ſcon az the 
king's forces were overcome, declared their principles to 
be againit monarchy, as well as epifcopacy and the houſe 
of lords, even until the king was reitored: at which event 
although they were forced to ſubmit to the preſent pow- 
er, yet I have not heard, that they did ever to this day 
renounce any one principle, by which their predeceſſors 
then acted; yet this they have been challenged to do, or 
at leaſt to ſacw that others have donc it for them, by a 


certain “ doctor, who, as I am told, tath much emplyye 


ed his pen in the like diſputes. 1 own, they will be ready 
enough to inſinuate themſclves into any government but 
if they mean to be hoaclt and upright, they will and mutt 
endeavour by all means, which they ſhall thiak Lawiul, 
30 introduce and eſtablith their own ſcheme of rcugion, as 


* The late Dr TisDzt, who d:cd June 1736. 
Vor. III. 2 n2ar- 
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neareſt approaching to the word of God by caſting out all 

ſuperſtitious ceremonies, eccleſiaſtical titles, habits, di 

ſtinctions, and ſuperiorities, as rags of popery, in ordet 

to a thorough reformation ; and as in charity bound to 
the ſalvation of their countrymen, wiſhing with 


St Paul, that the whole kingdom were as they are. But 


what aſſurance will they pleaſe to give, that when theit 


ſect ſhall become the national eſtabliſhed worſhip, they 


will treat us D1i$SENTERS as ve have treated them? 
Was this their courſe of proceeding during the dominion 
of the ſaints? Were not all the remainders of the epiſ- 
copal church in thoſe days, eſpecially the clergy, under 
a perſecution for above a dozen years equal to that of the 
primitive Chriſtians under heathen emperors ? That this 
proceeding was ſuitable to their principles, is known e- 
nough; for many of their preachers then writ books ex- 
preſly againſt allowing any liberty of conſcience in a rek- 
gion different from their own; producing many argu- 
ments to prove that opinion, and among the reſt one fre- 
quently inſiſted on; that allowing ſuch a liberty would be 
to eſtabliſh iniquity by a law . Many of theſe writings are 
yet to be ſeen; and I hear have been quoted by the doctor 
above-mentioned. | 
As to their great objection of proſtituting that holy in- 
ſtitution, the bleſſed ſacrament, by way of a teſt before 
admittance into any employment; I aſk, whether they 
would not be content to receive it er their own man- 
ner for the office of a judge, for that of a commiſſioner 
in the revenue, for a regiment of horſc, or to be a lord 
juſtice. I believe they would ſcruple it as little, as a 
| grace before and after dinner, which they can ſay 
without bending a knee; for as I have been told, their 
manner of taking bread and wine in their conventicles is 
performed with little more ſolemnity than at their com- 
mon meals. And therefore, ſince they look upon our 
practice in receiving the clements to be idolatrous, they 
neither can nor ought in conſcience to allow us that liberty, 
otherwiſe than by connivance, and a bare toleration, like 
what is permitted to the papiſts. But leſt we ſhould of- 


see many hundred quotations to prove this, in the trez- 
tiſe called. Scotch preibyterian Eloquence, 
fend 
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pinches, and is only offer- 
churchmen; as if they could be content 
with our believing, that the impiety and profanation of 
making the facrament a teſt were the only objection. I 
therefore propoſe, that before the preſent law be repeal- 
ed, another may be enacted; that no man ſhall receive 
any employment before he ſwears himſelf to be a true 
member of the church of Ireland, in doctrine and diſcip- 
line, etc. and that he will never frequent or communi- 
cate with any other form of worſhip. It ſhall like wiſe be 
further enacted, that whoever offends, etc. ſhall be fined 
five hundred pounds, impriſoned for a year and a day, 
and rendered incapable of all public truſt for erer. O- 
therwiſe 1 do inſiſt, that tho ſe pious, indulgent, exter- 
nal profeſſors of our national religion {hall either give up 
that fallacious hypocritical reaſon for taking off the tcit, 
or freely confeſs, that they deſire to have a gate wide 
open for every ſect without any teit at all, except thut of 
ſwearing loyalty to the king: which however, conſider- 
ing their principles with regard to monarchy yet unre- 
nounced, might, if they would pleaſe to look deep e- 
nough into their own hearts, prove a more bitter telt, 
than any other that the law hath yet invented. 

For frons the firſt time that theſe ſectaries appeared in 
the world, it hath been always found by their whole pro- 
ceedings, that they profeſſed an utter hatred to kingly 
government. I can recollect at preſent three civil eſta- 
bliſhments, where Calviniſts and ſome other reformers 
who rejected epi/ſcopacy, poſſeſs the ſupreme power; and 

care all republics; I mean, Holland, Geneva, and 
the reformed Swiſs cantons. I do not ſay this in diminu- 
tion or diſgracc to commonwealths ; wherein I confeſs I 
have much altered many opinions under which I was edu- 
cated, having been led by ſome obſervation, long experi- 
ence, and a thorough deteſtation for the corruptions of 
mankind : inſomuch, that I am now juſtly liable to the 
cenſure of Hobbes, who complains, that the youth of 
England imbibe ill opinions from reading the hiſtorics of 
ancient Greece and Rome, thoſe renowned ſcenes of li- 
berty and every vutue, 
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But as to monarchs, who muſt be ſuppoſed well to 
ſtudy and underſtand their own intereſt ; they will beſt 
conſider, whether thoſe people, who in all their actions, 
preachings and writings have openly declared themſelves 
againft regal power, are to be ſafely placed in an equal 
degree of favour and truſt with thoſe, who have been al- 
ways found the true and only friends to the Engliſh eſta- 
bliſhmenr. From which conſideration, I could have ad- 
ded one more article to my new teſt, if I had thought it 
worth my time. 

I have been aſſured by ſome perſons who were preſent, 

that ſever] of theſe diſſenting teachers, upon their firſt 
arrival hither to ſolicit the repeal of the teſt, were pleaſ- 
ed to expreſs their gratitude by publickly drinking the 
2ealths of certain eminent patrons, whom they pretend 
to have found among us. If this be true, and that the 
teſt muſt be delivered up by the very /eperizrs appointed 
re defend it: the atfair is already in effect at an end. 
What fecret reaſons thoſe patrons may have given for 
ſuch a return of brotherly love, I ſhall not enquire: for, 
O my foul, come not thou into their ſecret; unto their 
aſſembly, mine honour, be not thou united. For in their 
anger they flew a man, and in their ſelf-will they digged 
 drwn a wall. Curſed be their anger, for it was fierce, 
aud their wrath, for it was cruel. I «ill divide them 
in Jacob, and ſcatter them in liracl, 


En 


The ADVANTAGES propoſed by repealing the 
SACRAMENTAL TEST, impartially conſi- 


dered. 


Written in the year 1732. 


HOEVER writes impartially upon this ſubject, 

muſt do it not only as a mere ſecular man; but as 
one who is altogether indifferent to any particular ſyſtem 
of chriſtianity. And I think, in whatever country that 
religion predominates, there is one certain form of wor- 
ſhip and ceremony, which is looked _ as the eſtabliſh- 
ed; and conſequently, only the prieſts of that particular 
form are maintained at the public charge; and all civil 
employments beſtowed among thoſe, who comply (at leaſt 
outwardly) with the ſame eftabliſhmenr. 

This method is ſtrictly obſerved, even by our neigh- 
bours the Dutch, who are confeſſed to allow the fullett 
liberty of conſcience of any chriſtian ſtate ; and yet are 
never known to admit any perſons into civil offices, who 
do not conform to the legal worſhip. As to their mili- 
tary men, they are indeed not ſo fcrnpulous ; being by 
the nature of their government under a neeeflity of hiring 
foreiga troops of whatever religious denomination upon e- 
very great emergency, and maintaining no {mall number 
in time of peacc. 

This caution therefore of making one eſtabliſhed faith 
ſeems to be univerſal, and founded npon the ſtrongeſt 
reaſons, the miſtaken or affected zeal of obſtinacy and 
enthuſiaſm having produced ſuch a number of horrible de- 
ſtructive events throughout all Chriſtendom. For who- 
ever begins to think the national worſhip is wrong in an 
important article of practice or belief, will, if he be ſeri- 
ous, naturally have a zeal to make as many proſelytes as 
he can: and a nation may poſſibly have an hundred dif- 
ferent ſects with their leaders; every one of which hath 
a cqual right to plcad, that they mult obey God rather 
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than man; mult cry aloud and ſpare not; muſt lift ud 


their voice lite a trumpet. 

This was the very caſe of England during the fanatic 
times, And againſt all this there ſeems to be no defence, 
but that of ſupporting one eſtabliſhed form of doctrine and 
diſcipline ; leaving the reſt to a bare liberty of conſcience, 
but without any maintenance or encouragement from the 

blic. 

8 this national religion grows ſo corrupt, or 
is thought to do fo by a very great majority of landed 
people joĩned to the governing party, whether prince or 
ſenate, or both, it ought to be changed; provided the 
work might be done without blood or confuſion, Vet, 
whenever ſuch a change ſhall be made, ſome other eſta- 
bliſhment muſt ſuccecd, although for the worſe; allowing 
all deviations, that would break the union, to be only 
tolerated. In this ſenſe, thoſe who affirm that every 
law, which is contrary to the law of God, is void in it 
ſelf, ſcem to be miſtaken: for many laws in popifſh king- 
doms and ſtates, many more among the Turks, and per- 
haps not a few in other countries, arc directly againſt the 
tlivine laws; and yet, God knows, axe very fas from be- 
jag void in the executive part. 

Thus for inſtance, if the three eſtates of parliament in 
England (whereof the lords ſpiritual, who repreſent the 
church, are one) ſhould agree and obtain the royal aſſent 
to aboliſh epiſcopacy, together with the liturgy, and the 
whole frame of the Englith church, as burther/ome, dau- 
' gerous and contrary to holy ſcrifture; and that preiby- 
jery, unabaptiſin, quakerifin, independ.ncy, muggle- 
renianifn, Brownifm, familiſm, or any other fubdwid- 
ed ſect among us, jhould be eſtabliſhed in its place: with- 
out qucſtion all peaceable ſubjects ought paſſively to ſub- 
mit; and the preduminant ſec mult become the religion 
eſtabluhed; the public maintaining no other teachers, nor 
admiitiug any perions of a did crent religious profeſhon 
into civil oihges, at leaſt if their intention be to preſerve 
the nation in peace. 

Suppoſing then, that the pre ſcni ſyftem of religion were 
abolithed ; and preiczicry, which I nnd ſtands the faireſt, 
with us fvucds and Calics, and all its forms and ceremo- 
nes elicyiial or cucumitantial, were erectcd into 22 
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tional worſhip : their teachers, and no others, could have 
any legal claim to be ſupported at the public charge, whe- 
ther by ſtipends or tythes; and only the reſt of the fame 
faith to be capable of civil employments. | 

If there be any true reaſoning in what I have laid down, 
it ſhould ſeem, that the project now in agitation for re- 
pealing the 7 ad, and yet leaving the name of an eſta- 
bliſhment to the preſent national church, is altogether in- 
conſiſtent ; and may admit of conſequences, which thoſe, 
who are the moſt indifferent to any religion at all, are 
poſſibly not aware of. 

I preſume, whenever the 7% ſhall be repealed, which 
obliges all men, who enter into office under the crown, 
to receive the facrament according to the rites of the 
church of Ireland; the way to employments will imme- 
diately be left open to all difenters, (except papiſti) 
whoſe conſciences can ſuffer them to take the common 
oaths in ſuch caſes preſcribed ; after which, they are qua- 
lfied to fill any lay-ſtation in this kingdom, from that of 
chief governor to an exciſe-man. | 

Thus, of the three judges on each. bench the firſt may 
be a presbyterian, the ſecond a free-w1ill baptiſt, and the 
third a church-man ; the lerd chancellor may be an inde- 
penident ; the revenues may be managed by ſeven com- 
miſſioners of as many different ſects; and the like of all 
other employments : not to mention the ſtrong probabi- 
lity, that the lawfulnefs of taking oaths may be revealed 
to the quakers, who then will ſtand upon as good a foot 
for preferment, as any other loyal ſubjects. It is obvi- 
ous to imagine, under ſuch a motly adminiſtration of af- 
fairs, what a claſhing there will be of intereſt and inclina- 
tions; what pullings and hawlings backwards and for- 
wards ; what a zeal and byaſs in cach religionilt to ad- 
vance his own tribe, and depreſs the others, For I ſup» 
pole nothing will be readier granted, than that how indif - 
ferent foever molt men are in faith and morals, yet, whe 
ther out of artifice, natural complexion, or love of con- 
tradition, none are mere obſtinate in maintaining their 
own opinions, and worrying all who differ from them, 
wan thoſe who publickly ſhew the leaſt ſenſe either of re- 

gion or common honeſty. | 

As to the latter, biſhop Burnet tells us, that the preſ+ 


byterians 
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byterians in the fanatic times profeſſed themſelves to be 
abore moraliry ; which, as we find in ſome of their vrit- 
ings, was numbered among the beggarly elements : and 
accordingly at this day no ſcruples of conſcience with re- 
gard to conformity are in any trade or calling inconſiſt- 
ent with the greateſt fraud, oppreſſion, perjury, or any 
other vice. | 
This brings to my memory a paſſage in Montaigne, of 
a common proſtitute, who in the ſtorming of a town, 
when a ſoldier came up to her chamber and offered vio- 
lence to her chaſtity, rather choſi to venture her neck by 
leaping out of the Wi. low nan fußer a rape; yet ſtill 
continued her trade of le dneſs, vlule ine had any cuſto- 
mers left. | 
I confeſs, that in my pri-ate |1(/oment an unlimited 
permiſion of all fe&rs whatſoever (cxecpt papi/ts ) to en- 
joy employments would be icis pernicious to the public, 
than a fair ſtruggle bet cn two contenders; becauſe in 
the former caſe. ſuch « jvrable of principles mipiit poth- 
bly have the eftect of contrary poiſons min gled together; 
which a ſtrong conſtitution might perhaps be able tor ſome 
time to ſurvive. 
But however ! ſhall take the other and more probable 
ſuppoſition, that this battle for emplovments is to be 
fought only between the presbyterians, and thoſe of the 
church yet eſtabliſhed. I ſhall not enter into the merits 
of either fide by examining, which of the two is the bet- 
ter ſpiritual economy, or which is molt ſuited to our ci- 
vil conſtitution : but the queſtion turns upon this point; 
when the presbrterians ſhall have got their ſhare of em- 
ployments, (which muſt be one full half, or elſe, they 
cannot look upon themſelves as fairly dealt with) 1 afk, 
whether they onght not by their own principles, and by 
the ſtricteſt rules of conſcience, to uſe the utmoſt of their 
fill, power and influence in order to reduce the whole 
kingdom to an uniformity in religion, both as to doctrine 
and diſcipline molt agreeable to the word of God. M here- 
in if they can ſucceed without blood (as under the pre- 
ſent diſpoſition of things it is very poſſible they may) it 
is to be hoped they will at laſt be farisfted : only I would 
warn them of a few difficulties. The firſt is of compro- 
miſing among themſelves that important controverſy about 
the 
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the old light and the new; which otherwiſe may after 
this eſtabliſhment ſplit them as wide as papiſt and proteſ- 
tant, whig and tory, or churchman and difſenter ; and 
conſequently the work will be to begin again: for in re- 
ligious quarrels it is of little moment, how few or ſmall 
the differences are; eſpecially when the difpute is only 
about power. Thus the zealous prerbyterians of the 
North are more alienated from the cÞabliſhed clergy, 
than from the Romiſh prieſts; taxing the former with 
idolatrous worſhip, as diſguiſed fapi/fs, ceremony-mon- 
gert, and many other terms of art; and this for a very 
powerful reaſon; becauſe the clergy ſtand in their way, 
which the p9pi/h prieſts do not. Thus I am aſſured that 
the quarrel between od and new light-men is managed 
with more rage and rancour, than any other diſpute of 
the higheit importance; and this, becauſe it ſerves to 
leſſen or increaſe their ſeveral congregations, from whom 
they receive their contributions. 

Another difficulty, which may embarraſs the presby- 
terians after their eſtabliſhment, will be, how to adjuſt 
their claim of the &ir4's independency on the civil power, 
with the conſtitution of this monarchy ; a point fo deli- 
cate, that it hath often filled the heads of great patriors 
with dangerous notions of the church-clergy without the 
leaſt ground of ſuſpicion. 

As to the presbyterians allowing liberty of conſcience 
to thoſe of epiſcopal principles, when their own A ſhall 
be predominant ; their writers are ſo univerſally agreed 
in the negative, as well as their practice during Oliver's 
reign, that I believe no reaſonable churchman (who muſt 

then be a diſſenter } will expect it. 

1 thall here take notice, that in the diviſion of employ- 
ments among the presbyterian: after this approaching re- 
peal of the 7e/?-a?, ſuppoling them in proper time to 
have an equal !hare, the odds will be three or four to one 
on their ſide in any farther ſcheme they may have to- 
wards making their religion national. For, I reckon all 
thoſe gentlemen ſent over from England, whatever reli- 
gion they profeſs or have been educated in, to be of that 
party: ſince it is no mark of prudence for any perſons to 
oppoſe the current of a nation, where they are in ſome 
lort only ſojourners ; uoleſs they have it in direction. 

| It 
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If there be any maxim in politics not to be cantrouled, 
it mult be the ing: that thoſe, whoſe private intereſ} 
is united with the intereſt of their country, ſuppoſing 
them to be of equal underſtanding with the reſt of their 
neighbours, will heartily wiſh, that the nation ſhould 
thrive. Out of theſe are indubitably excepred all per- 
ſons, who are ſent from another kingdom to be employ- 
ed in places of profit or power; becauſe they cannot pol- 
Gbly bear any affection to the place where they ſojourn, 
even for life; their ſole buſineſs being to advance them- 
ſelves by following the advice of their principals, | ex- 
cept likewiſe thoſe perſons, who are taken into offices, 
although natives of the land; becauſe they are greater 
gainers while they keep their offices, than they could 
poſſibly be by mending the miſcrable condition of their 
country. 

I except, third!y, all hopers, who by balancing ac- 
counts with themſelves turn the ſcale on the fame ide; 
becauſe the ſtrong expectation of a good certain ſalary will 
outweigh the loſs by bad rents received out of lands is 
money-leſs times. | 

If my lords the biſhops, who I hear are now 
ed in a ſcheme for regulating the conduct and mainten- 
ance of the inferior clergy, ſhall in their wiſdom and piety 
and love of the church conſent to this repeal of the 20%. 
have not the leaſt doubt, that the whole reverend body 
will chearfully ſubmit to their ſpiritual fathers ; of whoſe 
paternal tenderneſs for their welfare they have already 
found ſo many amazing inſtances. 

I am not therefore under the leaſt concern about the 
clergy on this account. They will {/or ſome time ) be 
no great ſufferers by this repeal ; becauſe I cannot recol- 
le& among all our ſects any one, that giveth latitude e- 
nough to take the oaths required at an inſtitution to a 
church-living ; and until that bar ſhall be removed, the 
preſent epiicopal clergy are ſafe for two years. Although 
it may be thought ſomewnat uncqual, that in the vor- 
ther parts, where there may be three d:j/enters to one 
chburcb man, the whole revenue ſhall be engroſſed by him 

who hath fo ſmall a part of the care, 
It is true indeed, that this difadyantage, which the 
diſſenters at preſent lic under, of a Ciſability to __— 
church- 


BT REPEALING THE TEST. 277 


will be eaſily remedied by the re- 
peal of the te/f. For the diſſenting teachers are under 
no incapacity of accepting civil and military employments; 
wherein they agree perfectly with the popi/h clergy ; a- 
mong whom great cardinals and prelates have been com- 
manders of armies, chicf miniſters, knights of many orders, 
ambaſſadors, ſecretaries of ſtate, and in moſt high offi- 
ces under the crown ; although they aſſert the indelible 
character, which no ſectarics among us did ever aſſume. 
But that many, both presbyterians and independents, 
commanders as well as private ſoldiers, were profeſſed 
in the time of their dominion, is allowed by 
all. Cromwell himſelf was a preacher; and hath left us 
one of his ſermons in print, exactly in the ſame ſtyle and 
manner with thoſe of our modern pre:byterian teachers: 
ſo was colonel Howard, Sir George Downing, and ſeve- 
ral others whoſe names are on record. I can therefore 
ſee no reaſon, why a painful presbyterian teacher, as 
ſoon as the 7% ſhall be repealed, may not be privileged 
to hold along with the ſpiritual office and ſtipend a com- 
miſhon in the army or the civil lift in commendam for, 
as | take it, the church of England is the only body of 
Chriſtians, which in effect difqualifies thoſe, who are 
employed to preach its doctrine, from ſharing in the civil 
power, farther than as ſenators: yet this was a privilege 
begun in times of paper), many hundred years before the 
reformation, and woven with the very inſtitution of our 
limited monarchy. 
There is indeed another method, whereby the ſti 
of diſſenting teachers may be raiſed, and the farmer much 
relieved ; if it ſhould be thought proper to reward a peo- 
ple ſo deferving, and fo loyal by their principles. Every 
biſhop upon the vacancy of a church-living can ſcqueſter 
the profits for the uſe of the next incumbent. Upon a 
lapſe of half a year the donation fills to the archbiſhop, 
and after a full year to the crown, during pleaſure. 


Therefore it would be no hardihip for any clergyman a- 
live, if (in thoſe parts of Ireland, where the number of 


ſectaries much exceeds that of the conformilts) the pro- 
lits, when ſequeſtered, might be applied to the ſupport 
of the diſſenting teacher, who hath ſo many ſouls to take 
care of: whereby the poor tenants would be much reliev- 


ed 
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ed ia thoſe hard times, and in a better condition to pay 
their rents. 

But there is another difficulty in this matter, againſt 
which a remedy doth not fo readily occur. For ſuppoſ- 
ing the teu repealed, and the diſſenters in conſe= 
queace fully qualified for all ſecular employments; the 
quethton may itill be put, whether thoſe of Ireland will 
be often the perſons on whom they ſhall be beſtowed; 
becauſe it is imagined, there may be * another /eminary 
in view, more numerous and more needy, as well as 
more meriting, and more eaſily contented with ſuch low 
offices; which ſome nearer neighbours hardly think it 
worth ſtirring from their chimney- ſides to obtain. And 
I am told, it is the common practice of thoſe who are 
ſkilled in the management of bees, that when they ſee a 
forcign ſwarm at ſome diſtance, approaching with an in- 
tention to plunder their hives, theſe artiſts have a trick 
to divert them into ſome neighbouring apiary, there to 
make what havock they pleaſe. This I ſhould not have 
hinted, if I had not known it already to have gotten 
ground in many ſuſpeRing heads; for it is the peculiar 
talent of this nation to ſee dangers afar off : to all which 
I can only ſay, that our native presbyterians muſt 
pains and induſtry raiſe ſuch a fund of merit, as will anf- 
wer to a birth ſix degrees more to the North. If they 
cannot arrive at this perfection, as ſeveral of the eſta- 
bliſhed church have compaſſed by indefatigable pains, I 
do not well ſce, how their affairs will much mend by re- 
pealing the 7%: for to be qualified by law to accept an 
employment, and yet to be diſqualified in fact, as it will 
much increaſe the mortiſieation, ſo it will withdraw the 
pity of many among their well-withers, and utterly de- 
prive them of that merit they have ſo long made, of be- 
ing a loyal true proteſtant people, perſecuted only for re- 
ligion. 

If this happen to be their caſe, they mult wait maturi- 
ty of time; until they can by prudent, gentle ſteps, make 
their faith become the religion citabliihed in the nation; 
after which, I do not in the leatt doubt, that they wall 
take the moit cffcAual methods to ſecure their power a- 


* Sco:land. 
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gainſt thoſe, who muſt then be diſſenters in their turn; 
whereof, if we may form a future opinion from preſent 
times, and the diſpoſitions of diſenters, who love to make 
a thorough reformation, the number and qualities will be 

inconſiderable 


"'Thas 1 kane, wid the wanelt fnouley, after lag 
thinking, given my judgment upon this arduous affair ; 


- — — 


but with the deference and ſubmiſſion to public 
widom and power. 
Vor. III. Aa 
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Queries relating to the SACRAMENTAL TEsr. 


Written in the year 1732. 


QUERY, W HETHER hatred and violenee be- 

tween parties in a ſtate be not more in- 
flamed by different views of intereſt, than by the greater 
or leſſer differences between them either in religion or go- 
yerament ? 

Whether it be any part of the queſtion at this time, 
which of the two religions is worſe, paper) or fanaticiſm; 
or not rather, which of the two (having both the ſame 
good will) is in the hopefulleſt condition to ruin the 
church ? 

Whether the ſectaries, whenever they come to pre- 
vail, will not ruin the church as infallibly and effectually 
as the papi/ts ? 

Whether the prevailing ſectaries could allow liberty of 
conſcience to dienters without belying all their former 
practice, and almoſt all their former writings ? 

Whether many hundred thouſand Scotch preſbyterians 
are not full as virulent againſt the epiſcopal church, as 
they are againſt the pupi/ts; or as they would have us 
think the p are againſt them? 

Whether the Dutch, who are moſt diſtinguithed for 
allowing liberty of conſcience, do ever admit any perſons, 
who profeſs a different ſcheme of worſhip from their own, 
into civil employments, although they »2ay be forced by 
the nature of their government to receive mercenary troops 
of all religions ? 

Whether the di/enters ever pretended, until of late 
years, to dchire more than a bare toleration ? 

Whether, if it be true, what a ſorry pamphleteer aſ- 
ſerts, who lately writ for repealing the 2%, that the 4%½ 
ſenters in this kingdom are equally numerous with the 
churchmen, it would not be a neceſſary point of prudence 
by all proper and lawtul means to prevent their further 


: increaſc ? 


The 
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- The great argument given by thoſe, whom they call 
lou churchmen, to juſtify the large tolerations allowed to 
diſſenters hath been; that by ſuch indulgencies the ran- 
cour of thoſe ſectaries would gradually wear off, many cf 
them would come over to us, and their parties in a little 
time crumble to nothing. 

Query, Whether if what the above pamphleteer aſ- 
ſerts, that the ſectaries are equal in numbers with con- 
formiſts be true, it doth not clearly follow, that thoſe 
repeated tolerations have opcrated directly contrary to 
what thoſe /ow church politicians pretended to foreſee 
and expect? 

Whether any clergyman, however dignified or diſtin- 
guiſhed, if he think his own protethon molt agreeable to 
holy ſcripture and the primitive church, can really wiſh 
in his heart, that all ſectaries ſhould be upon an equal 
foot with the churchmen in the point of civil power and 
employments ? ; 

Whether epiſcopacy, which is held by the church to 
be a divine and apo;tolicat inſtitution, be not a fundamen- 
tal point of religion, particularly in that eſſential one of 
conferring holy orders ? 

Whether, by neceſſary conſequences the ſeveral expe- 
dients among the ſectarics to coaltitute their teachers are 
not abſolutely null and void ? 

Whether the ſectaries will ever agree to accept ordina- 
tion only from biſhops ? 

Whether the biſhops and clergy will be content to give 
up epiſcopacy, as a point iadifferent, without which the 
church can well ſubliſt? | 

Whether that great tenderneſs towards ſetaries, which 
now ſo much prevails, be chiefly owing to the fears of po- 
pery, or to that ſpirit of Atheiſm, Deiſm, Scepriciſa, 
and univerſal immorality, which all good mea ſo much 
lament ? 

Granting popery to have many more errors in religion 

any one branch of the ſetaries, let us examine the 
actions of both, as they have each affected the peace of 
theſe kingdoms with allowance for the ſhort time, which 
the ſectaries had to act in, who are in a manner but of 
yeſterday. The papiſis in the time of king James the 
lid uſed all endeavours to eſtabliſh their ſuperſtition, 
Aa2 wherein 
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wherein they failed by the united power of Engliſh chearch- 
proteſtants with the prince of Orange's aſſiſtance. But it 
cannot be aſſerted, that theſe bigotted papi/is had the 
leaſt deſign to oppoſe or murder their king, much leſs to 
aboliſh kingly government; nor was it their intereſt or in · 
clination to attempt either. 

On the other fide the Puritans, who had almoſt from 
the beginning of queen Elizabeth's reign been a pe 
thorn in the church's fide, joining with the Scotch enthu- 
fialts in the time of king Charles the firſt, were the prin- 
cipal cauſe of the Iriſh rebellion and maſſacre by diſtreſ- 
ling that prince, and making it impoſſible for him to ſend 
over timely ſuccours. And after that pious prince had 
fatisfied his parliament in every ſingle point to be com- 
plained of, the ſame ſectaries by poiſoning the minds and 
affections of the people with the molt falſe and wicked re- 
preſentations of their king, were able in the compaſs of a 
few years to embroil the three nations in a bloody rebel- 
lion at the expence of many thouſand lives; to turn the 
kingly power into anarchy; ta murder their prince in the 
face of the world, and (in their wu ſtyle) to deſtray tha 
church rot and branch. 

The account therefore ſtands thus. The papifti aim- 
ed at one pernicious act, which was to deſtroy the pro- 
teſtant religion; wherein by God's mercy, and the aſkiſt. 
ance of our glorious king William, they abſolutely failed. 
The {caries attempted the three molt infernal actions, 
that could poſſibly enter into the hearts of men forfaken 
by Cod; which were, the murder of a molt pious king, 
the deſtruction of the monarchy, and the exurpation of 
the church; and ſucceeded in them all. | 

Upon which I put the following queries: Whether any 
of thoſe ſectaries have ever yet in a folemn public manner 
renounced any one of thoſe principles, upon which their 
predeceffors then acted ? 

Whether, conſidering the crucl perſecutions of the e- 
piſcopal church during the courſe of that horrid rebellion 
and the conſequences of it until the happy re/toration, it 
is not manifeſt, that the perſecuting ſpirit hes ſo <qually 
divided between the papi/ts and the ſectarics, that a fea- 
ther would turn the ballance on either fide ? 

And therefore, laſtly, Whether any perſon of 
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underſtanding, who profeſſeth himſelf a member of the 
church eſtabliſhed, gh perhaps with little inward 
regard to any religion, (which is too often the caſe) if 
he loves the peace and welfare of his country, can after 
tool thinking rejoice to ſee a power placed again in the 
hands of fo reſtleſs, ſo ambitious, and ſo mercileſs a facti- 
on, to act over all the ſame parts a ſecond ume ? 

Whether the candor of that expreſſion fo frequent of 
late in ſermons and pamphlets, of the ſtrength and num- 
ber of the papiſts in Ireland, can be juſtified ? for as to 
their number, however great, it is always magnified in 

z0n to the zeal or politicks of the ſpeaker and 
writer; but it is a groſs impoſition upon common reaſon 
to terrify us with their ſtrength. For popery, under the 
circumſtances it lies in this kingdom, although it be of- 
ſenſive and inconvenient enough from the conſequences it 
bath to encreaſe the rapine, floth, and ignorance, as well 
as poverty of the natives, is not properly dangerous in 
that ſenſe, as ſome would have us take it; becauſe it is 
univerſally hated by every party of a ditferent religious 
profeſhon. It is the contempt of the wiſe; the beſt topic 
for clamours of deſigning men; but the real terror only 
of fools. The landed popi/h intereſt in England far ex- 
eceds that among us even in proportion to the wealth and, 
extent of each kingdom. The little that remains here is 
daily dropping into prote/tant hands by purchaſe or de- 
ſcent ; and that affected complaint of counterfeit converts 
will fall with the cauſe of it in half a generation, unleſs 
it be raiſed or kept alive as a continual fund of merit and 
eloquence. The papi/ts are wholly diſarmed: they have 
neither courage, leaders, money, or inclinatians to rebel: 
they want every advantage, which they formerly poſſeſ- 
ſed, to follow that trade; and wherein even with thoſe 
advantages they always miſcarried: they appear very eaſy 
and ſatisfied under that connivance, which they enjoyed 
during the whole laſt reign; nor ever fcrupled to re- 
proach another party, under whach they pretend to have 
ſoffered fo much ſeverity. 
VUpoa theſe conſiderations I Huſt confeſs io have ſuſ- 
pended much of my pity towards the great dreaders of 
FÞopery ; many of whom appear to be hale, ſtrong, active, 

Joung men; who, as I am told, cat, drink and fleep 
| | Aa 3 kcaruly ; 
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heartily ; and are very chearful (as they have exceeding 
good reaſon) upon all other ries However, I can- 
not too much commend the -generous concern, which our 
neighbours, and others who come from the ſame neigh- 
bourhood, are ſo kind to expreſs for us upon this account; 
although the former be farther removed from the danger 
of popery by twenty leagues of ſalt water: but this, I 

, is a digreſhon. 

When an artificial report was raiſed here many years 
ago of an intended invaſion by the pretender, (which blew 
over after it had done its office) the diſſenters argued in 
their talk and in their pamphlets after rhis manner, ap- 
plying themſclves to thoſe of the church : Gentlemen, if 
the pretender had landed, as the law now ſtands, we 
durſt not aſſiſt you; and therefore, unleſs you take off 
the te/t, whenever you ſhall happen to be invaded in ear- 
neſt, if we are deſired to take up arms in your defence, 
our an{wer ſhall be, Pray, gentlemen, fight your own bat- 
tles; we will he by quietly; conquer your enemies by 
yourſelves, if you can; we will not do your drudgery. 
This way of reaſoning I have heard from ſeveral of their 
chiefs and abettors in an hundred converſations ; and have 
read it in twenty pamphlets: and I am confident it will 
be offered again, if the project ſhould fail to take off the 
teſt. 
Upon which piece of oratory and reaſoning I form the 
following query. Whether in caſe of an invaſion from 
the pretender (which is not quite ſo probable as from the 
grand fignior ) the diſſenters can with prudence and ſafety 

plea; except they ſhall have made a pre- 
vious ſtipulation with the invaders ? And whether the full 
freedom of their religion and trade, their lives, proper- 
ties, wives and children, are not, and have not always 
been reckoned, ſufficient motives for repelling invaſions ; 
eſpectilly in our ſectaries, who call themſelves the trug 
prote/tants by virtue of their pretended or real ſierceneſs 
againſt popery. 

Whether omitting or geglecting to celebrate the day 
of the martyrdom of the blciied king Charles the ſirſt, 
enjoined by act of parliament, can be juſtly reckoned a 
Part..ulur and diſtinguiſhing mark of good affection to the 
picſent government? 


Whe- 
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Whether in thoſe churches, where the ſaid day is ob- 
ſerved, it will fully anſwer the intent of the ſaid act, if 
the preacher ſhall commend, excuſe, palliate, or extenu- 
ate the murder of that royal martyr; and place the guik 
of that horrid rebellion with all its conſequences, the fol- 
lowing uſurpations, the entire deſtruction of the church, 
the cruel and continual perſecutions of thoſe who could be 
diſcovered to profeſs its doctrines, with the enſuing Babel 
of fanaticiſm, to the account of that bleſſed king, who, 

granting the petition of right, and paſſing every bill 
that could be aſked for the ſecurity of the ſubject, had, 
by the confeſſion of thoſe wicked men before the war be- 
gan, left them nothing more to demand? 7 
Whether ſuch a preacher as I have named, (wheredf 
there have been more than one, not many years paſt, e- 
yen in the preſence of viceroys) who takes that courſe as 
a means for promotion, may not be thought to ſtep a lit- 
tle out of the common road in a monarchy where the de- 
ſcendants of that moſt bleſſed martyr have reigned to this 
day ? 

Lad the reaſon of making theſe queries on the tithe 
of the act; to which I refer the reader. | 


i 
bly 
1 1 
4 a 
1 
1 
| 

5 
4 
Ui 

* 


L 286 J 


Rkasoxs humbly offered to the parliament of 
Ireland for repealing the SacRaMENTAaL 
Tast, in favour of the CartroLics &. 


Written in the year 1732. 


T is well known, that the firft conquerors of this king« 
I dom were Engliſh cat hol ier, ſubjects ro Engliſh ca- 
#bolic kings, from whom by their valour and ſucceſs they 
obtained large portions of land, given them as a reward 
for their many victories over the Iriſh: to which merit 
our brethren the diſſenters of any denomination whatfoe- 
ver have not the leait pre tenſions. 

It is confeſſed, that the poſterity of thoſe firſt victor» 
ous catholics were often forced to rife in their own de- 
fence againſt new colonies from England, who treated 
them like mere native Iriſh with innumerable oppreſſions, 
depriving them of their lands, and driving them by force 
of arms into the molt deſolate parts of the kingdom; till 
in the next generation the children of theſe tyrants were 
uſed in the fame manner by new Engliſh adventurers, 
which practice continued for many centuries. But it is 
agreed on all hands, that no inſurrections were ever made, 
except after great oppreſſions by freſh invaders. Where- 
as all the rebellions of puritans, preibyteriant, indepen- 
dents, and other ſectaries, conſtantly began before any 
provocations were given, except that they were not ſut- 
fered to change the government in church and (tate, and 
ſeize both into their own hands; which however at laſt 
they did with the murder of their king, and of many 
thouſands of his beſt ſubjects. | 


* The author having before examined the Preſbyterians 
plea of merit, with reſpect to their own principles and practices, 
has in this tract put them in the balance againſt Papiſts. - 
Har. 
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The catholics were always defenders of 
conſtituted in theſe kingdoms ; 2 


diſenters were always republicans both in principle and 


It is well known, that all the catbalics of theſe king · 
doms, both prieſts and laity, are true whigse, in the beſt 
proper ſenſe of the word; bearing as well in 
hearts, as in their outward profeſſion, an entire 
n royal houſe of Hanover, in the perſon and 
terity of George II. againſt the pretender und all his 
adherents, To which they think themſelves bound in 
gratitude as well as conſcience, by the lenity wherewith 
they have been treated fince the death of queen Anne, ſo 
different from what they ſuffered in the four laſt years of 


The catholic; of this kir dom humbly haps, that they 
have at leaſt as fair a title as any of their brother diſſen- 
ters to the appellation of preteftants. They have always 
protefied againſt the felling, dethroning, or murdering 


dir kings; agaiolt the uſi and avarice of the 
court of Rome; againſt deiſm, atheiſm, Sociniaziſm, 
gquakeriſm, eee fanaticiſm, Browniſn, as 
ell as againſt all Jews, Turks, Infidels, and Heretics. 
Wh—_ the title of proteſtants aſſumed by the whole 
herd of diſſenters (except ourſelves) dependeth entirely 
upon their proteſting againſt archbijhops, biſhops, deans 
and chapters, with their revenues ; and the whole hier- 
archy ; which are the very expreſſions uſed in 1% ſolemn 
league and covenant , where the word pypery is only 
mentioned ad incidiam ; becauſe the catholic: agree with 
the epiſcopal church in thoſe fundamentals. 
Although the catholics cannot deny, that in the great 
rebellion againſt king Charles I. more ſoldiers of their re- 


A ſolemn league and cavenant entered into between tlie 
Scots and Engliſh fanatics in the rebellion againſt King Charles 
I. 1643, by which they folemnly engaged among other things, 
'* to endeavour the extirpation of prelacy, that is, church go- 
* Yernment by archbiſthops, biſhops, deans, archdeans, and 
A. other * offices depending on that hierarchy * 

be 


gion 
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ligion were in the army than in his majeſty's 
troops ; and that jeſuits and friers went about in 
the diſguiſe of — + 4. wp and independent miniſters to 
preach up rebellion, as the beſt hiſtorians of thoſe times 
inform us; yet the bulk of catholice in borh kingdoms 
preſerved their loyalty entire. 

The cathelics have ſome reaſon to think it a little 
hard, when their enemies will not pleaſe to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the rebellious riot committed by that brutal ruffian 
Sir Phelim O Neal with his tumultuous crew of rabble, 
and the forces raiſed atterwards by the cath-lic lords and 
gentlemen of the Englith pale in defence of the king, af- 
ter the Englith rebellion began. It is well known, that 
bis majeſty s affairs were in great diſtraction ſome time 
before by an invaſion of the covenanting, Scottiſh, kirk 
rebels, and by the baſe terms the king was forced to ac- 
cept, that they might be kept in quiet at a juncture when 
he was cvery hour threatened at home by that fanatic par- 
ty, which ſoon after ſet all in a flame. And if the ca- 
tholic army in Ireland fought for their king againſt the 
forces {cat over by the parlia:nent then in actual rebellion 
againſt him, what perſon of loyal principles can be fo 
partial to deny, .that they did their duty by joining with 
the Marquis f Ormond ard other commanders, who 
bore their conimiſſions from the king? for which great 
numbers ot them loſt their lit es, and forfeited their e- 
ſtates; a great part of the latter being now poſſeſſed by 
maay deſcendants from thoſe very men, uli had drawn 
their ſwords in the {crvice of that rebellious parhament 
which cut of his head, and deſtroyed monarchy. And 
what is more amazing, although the ſame perſons, when 
the Irith were intirely ſubdued, continued in power under 
the rump, were chief confidents, and faithful ſubjects to 
Cromwell, yet being wife enough to forcice a reftorati- 
on, they ſeized the forts and caſtles here out of the hands 
of their /d brethren in rebellion, for the ſervice of the 
king ; juſt ſaving the tide, and putting in a ſtock of me- 
rit ſufficient not only to preſerve the land which the ca- 
tholics loſt by their loyalty, but likewiſe to preſerve their 
civil and military employments, or be higher advanced. 

Thoſe inſurrections wherewith the catholics are charg- 
ed, from the beginning of the ſeventeenth century to the 

great 
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Engliſh rebellion, were occaſioned by many oppreſ- 
== lay under. They had no intention to introduce 
a new religion, bat to enjoy the liberty of preſerving the 
eld; the very ſame which their anceſtors profeſſed from 
the time that chriſtianity was firlt introduced into this 
iſland, which was by cathslics; but whether mingled 
with corruptions, as ſome pretend, doth not belong to 
the queſtion.. They had no deſign to change the govern- 
ment; they never attempted to fight againſt, to impriſ- 
on, to betray, to ſell, to bring to a trial, or to murder 
their king. The ſchiſmatics acted by a ſpirit directly con- 
trary ; they united in a ſolemn league ana covenant to 
alter the whole ſyſtem of ſpiritual government eſtabliſhed 
in all chriſtian nations, and of apoltolic inſtitution; con- 
cluding the tragedy with the murder of the king in cold 
blood, and upon mature deliberation; at the ſame time 
changing the monarchy into a commonwealth, | 

The catholics of Ireland in the great rebellion lo 
their eſtates for fighting in defence of their king. The 
ſchiſmatics, who cut off the father's head, forced the ſon 
to fly for his life, and overturned the whole ancient frame 
of government, religious and civil; obtained grants of 
thoſe very eſtates, which the catholics loſt in defence of 
the antient conſtitution, many of which eſtates are at this 
day poſſeſſed by the poſterity of thoſe ſchiſmatics : and 
thus they gained by their rebellion, what the catholics 
loſt by their /oyalty. 

We allow the catholics to be brethren of the diſſen- 
ters; ſome people indeed (which we cannot allow) 
would have them to be our children, becauſe we both 
diſſent from the church eſtabliſhed, and both agree in a- 
boliſhing this perſecating ſacramental teſt ; by which ze- 
gative — we are both rendered incapable of 
civil and military employments, However, we cannot 
but wonder at the bold familiarity of theſe ſchiſmatics in 
calling the members of the national church their bret hren 
and fellow preteſtants. It is true, that all theſe ſects 
(except the catholics } are brethren to each other in facti- 
on, ignorance, iniquity, perverſeneſs, pride, and (if we 
except the guakers } in rebellion, But, how the church- 
men can be ſtyled their ela proteſtants, we cannot 
comprehend : becauſe, when the whole Babel of ſectaries 
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ewenty in a MATCH AT FOOT BALL, Where 
the proverb expreſsly tells us, that a are FeLLOows; 
while the three kingdoms were toſſed to and fro, the 
churches and cities and royal palaces ſhattered to piece: 
by their halli, their buffets, and their ticks ; the victott 
would allow no more FELLOWS AT FOOT BALL ; but 
murdered, ſequeſtered, plundered, deprived, baniſhed to 
the plantations, or enſlaved all their oppoſers who had 
| teſt the game. 

It is {aid the world is governed by opinion and politi- 
cians aſſure us, that all power is founded thereupon, 
Wherefore, as all human creatures are fond to diſtracti- 
on of their own opinions, and ſo much the more, as thoſe 
opinions are abſurd, ridiculous, or of little moment; it 
mult follow, that they are equally fond of power. But 
no opinions are maintained with ſo much obſtinacy as thoſe 
in religion, eſpecially by ſuch zealots, who never bore 
the leaſt regard to religion, conſcience, honour, 
truth, mercy, or common morality farther than 1 


net one of their oracles tells us honeſtly, that the ſaints 
of thoſe fanatic times pronounced themſelves above mo- 
rality; which they reckoned among beggarly element: ; 
but the meaning of theſe two laſt words thus applied we 
confeſs to be above our underſtanding. 

Among thoſe kingdoms and ſtates which firſt embraced 
the reformation, England appears to have received it in 
the molt regular way ; where it was introduced in a 
peaceable manner, by the ſupreme power of a king ® and 
the three eſtates in parliament; to which, as bon 
legiſlative authority, all ſubjects are bound 
ſubmit. indir was „ 
a change of religion. But a conſiderable number of lords, 
and other perſons of quality through the kingdom, ſtill 
continued in their old Fair, and were, notw! 
their difference in religion, employed in offices civil as 
well as military, more or leſs in every reign, until 
reit act in the ume of king Charles II. However, from 


the 
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the time of the reformation. the number of cat hoalies gra- 
dually and conſiderably leſſered. So that in the reign of 
king Charles I. England became in a great degree a pro- 
1 kingdom, 7 taking the {caries into the 
number; the legality whereof, with reſpect to human 
laws, the catholic never dif; putcd ; but the preritancs, ard 
other ſchiſmatics, vithuut the Jealt Pretence 70 any ſuch 
authority, by an open rebellion deſtroyed that legal re- 
formation, as we vbſcrved before, murdered their king, 

and changed the monarchy into a republic. It is there- 
fore not to be wondered at, if the cat+-{:cs, in ſuch a 
Babel of religions, choſe to adhere to their own faith left 
them by their anceſtors, rather than eck for a better a- 
mong a rabble of hypocritical, rebellious, deluding knaves 
or deluded enthuſiaſts, 

We repeat once more, that if a national religion be 
changed by the ſupreme legiſlative power, we cannot diſ- 

te the human legality of ſuch a charge. Bat we ham- 
bly conceive, that if any coniiderable party of mea which 
differs from an eſtabliſhment, either old or new, can de. 
ſerve liberty of conſcience, it ou;;he to conſiſt of thoſe, 
who for want of conviction, or of right undcritacding the 
merits of each cauſe, conecive theraelves bound in con- 
ſcience to adhere to the religion of their anceſtors ; be- 
cauſe chey are of all others leait likely to be authors of 
innovations either in church or ſtate. 

On the other ide; if the reformation of religion be 
founded upon rebellion againſt the kirg, without whoſe 
conſent by the nature of cur conſtitution no la can pets; 
if this reformation be introduced by only one of the th ee 
eltates, I mean the commons, and not by vac half even 
of thoſe commons, and this by th: &litince of a rebeilt- 
ous army; again if this returmation vere carried on by 
the excluſion of nobles both lay and {pirituai, 0 wd Cs 
ſtitute the other part of the three eſtates) by the murder 
of their king and by abol' ning tlie whole fvltem of ho- 
vernment: the cat holiet cannot fee why tac fucretiors of 
thoſe ſchiſmatics, who arc unicerſuly ac gute by i par- 
ues except themfeives, and a fow infwnovs abe, tots, for 
ſtill retuin'og the farne principle if cl 1401 = Weera— 
Meat, under which tc” pred Cürs icd; neu: 
tend do 1l better Hare Ot il Or Alta: 4 aud V prot. 
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power than the catholics, who during all that period of 
twerty vears were continually perſecuted with the utmoſt 
ſeverity, merely on account of their loyalty and conſtant 
adherence to kingly power. 

Ve now come to thoſe arguments for repealing the ſa- 
cramental teft, which equally affect the catholics, and 
their brethren the dilenters. 

Firſt, we agree with our fellow: diſſenters, that“ per- 
ſecutian merely for conſcience ſake is againſt the genius 
of the gaſtel. And fo likewile is any law for depriving 
men of their natural and civil rights, which they claim 
as men, We are allo ready enough to allow, that / 
ſmalleſt negative diſcouragements for uniformity's ſake 
are ſo many perſecutions. Becauſe, it cannot be denied, 
that the ſcratch of a pin-is in ſome degree a real wound, 
as much as a (tab through the heart. In like manner, an 
incapacity by law for any man to be made a judge, a co- 
lonel, or juſtice of the peace, merely an a point of cone 
ſcience, is a negative diſcouragement, and conſequently 
a real perſecution: for in this caſe, the author of the 
pamphlet quoted in the margin puts a very pertinent 
and powerful queſtion: Cod be the ole Lord of the 
conſcience, why ſhould the rights of conſcience be ſubjed 
to kuman juriſclictias? Now to apply this to the catholics; 
the belief of tranſubſtantiation ir, α matter purely of reli- 
giau and conſcience, which doth net affect the political in- 
 terell of ſociety, as ſuch : therefore, why ſhauld the rights 
of conſcience, wheresf God is the ſole Lord, be ſubjeft 
to kuman jruriſdittions And why thould God be depriv- 
ed of this right over a cath-/ic's conſcicnce, any more 
than over that of any other diſſenter? 

And whereas another author among our brethren the 
diſſenters hath very juſtly complained, that by this per- 
ſecuting teit act great numbers of true prote/tants have 
been forced to leave the kingdom and fly to the plantati- 
ons, rather than ſtay here branded with an incapacity for 
civil and military employments; we do affirm, that the 
catholics can bring many more inſtances of rhe ſame kind; 
ſome thouſands of their religion having been forced by 


* I':d. Reaſons for tl.c repeal of the ſacramenta! teſt. 
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che ſacramental teſt to retire into other countries, rather 
than live here under the incapacity of wearing ſwords, 
fitting in parliament, and getting that ſhare of power and 
profit which belong ro them as /e//owv Chri/?ians, where- 

of they are deprived merely upon recount of conſcience, 

which would not all;w them ts the the ſacrament afier 

_ the manner preſcribed in the liturgy. Hence it clearly 
follows ia the words of the ſame * author, "That if «ve | 
catholics are uncap.ible of employments, wwe are puniſhed 
for our diſſent, that is, for our conſcience, which wholly 
turns upon political conſiderations. 

The calhhilics arc willing to acknowlege the king's ſu- 
premacy, whenever their brethren the diſienters ſhall 
pleaſe to ſhew them an example. 

Further, the cath{/cr, whenever their religion ſh II 
come to be the national eſtablithed faith, are willing to 
| undergo the ſane . uilered by the author alicady quot» 
ed. iis Words ue tele: JS end this debate, by put- 
ting it upon a fat which I 31s will appear le every Hu- 
partial pern @ fair and ejiuitable on? : we Catholics 
propoſe, with {bnilion to the proper judges, that effece 
tual fecuriiy be taten againſt perſecution by 65!i9ing all, 
who are admitted into places vf pawer and truſt, whats 
ever their religinus profe fron be, in the moſt folenn man- 


— xx 


ner ta diſclaim perſecutiug principi:ty, It is hoped the 
| public will take notice of theſe words; aohiatever their 


| religious profe;fi2n be; Which plainly include the carne 


; lics; and for which we retura thanks to our differing 
: brethren, | 
. And whereas it is objected by thoſe of the eſtabliſhed 
church, that if the ſcnif:naucs and fanutics were once put 
into a capacity of po.jeiing civil and military employ- 
„mats, they would never be at caſe, till they had raiſed 
1 their on way of worihip into the national religion through 
2 all his maze'ty's domimoas, equal with the rue orthodox 
1 Scart %% dirt: which when they had once brought to 
e | pals, they would no more allo liberty of eonſcience to 
; epiſcopal diffenters, than they did in tac time of the preat 
y Engliſh rebellion, and in the ſucceeding fanatic aaarchy. 


all the king was re!tored, Theo is another very learn- 


Sec riaſons againt the teſt. 
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cd ſchiſmatical * pamphleteer, who in anſwer to a malig- 
nart libel called, The preshrterian plea of merit, etc, 

icarly wipes off this atperſion by aſſuring all epiſcopal 
proteibi ata of the preſent church upon his own word, and 
to his Own knowlege, that our brethren the diſſenters will 
never cifcr at fuch an attempt. In like manner the ca- 
i, te, when legally required, X ill openly declare upon 
their words wand unge, that as foun as their negative 
d/oeguragemerts and tiew perfec.ctivn ſhall be removed 
by repealing che ſucramental teſt, they will leave it en- 
tircly to the merits of the cauſe, whether the kingdom 
ihali tlunk tit to make their faith the cſtabliſhed religion 
or not. 

Ard again, whereas our prerb;terian brethren in many 
6: then pampblets take much offence, that the great re- 
r. Vion in: gland, the murder of the king, with the en- 
tire change Ui religion ard gorerament, are perpetually 
vbjecied againſt them both ia and out of ſcaſen, by our 
common cnemy the preſent conformiſts; we do declare 
in the deſerce of our ſaid brethren, that the reproach a- 
forclaid is un old wworn-cut thread-bare cant, which tiicy 
always diſdained to ar{yer: and 1 very well remember, 
that having once told a certain conformitt, how much I 
wondered to kear him and his tribe dwelling perpetuall 
on ſo beuten a fubjet ; he was pleaſed to divert the l. 
courſe wich a foolith ſtory, which I cannot forbear telling 
to ais diſgtace. He ſaid, there was a clergyman in York- 
iure, who tor £i:cen years together preached every Sun- 
day again!t diunkcuncſs: whereat the pariſhioners beiag 
mach vuiteaded, complained ro the archbiihop ; who hav- 
ing ſent for the clergyman, aid fercrely reprimanded 
him, the miniſter had no better an anfwer, than by con- 
telling the fast; adding, that all the parth were drunk- 
ads; that he deſired to reclaim them from one vice, be- 
jore ke would begia upon another; and fincc they till 
continued to be as great drunkards as b<tore, he refolv- 
gd to go Gn, except his grace would pleaſe to forbid him. 

We are very ſcuſible how heavy au accuſation lieth up- 
on the cat9/ics of Ireland; that ſome years before king 
Chartcs II. was reſtored, when theirs and the king's for- 
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ces were entirely reduced, and the kingdom declared by 
the rump to be ſettled; after all his majeſty's generais 
were forced to fly to France, or other countries, the 
heads of the faid catholics who remained here in an en- 
flared condition, joined to fend an invitation to the Duke 
of Lorrain; engaging, upon his appearing here with his 
forces, to deliver up the whole iſland to his power, and 
declare him their ſovereign; which after the reitoration 
was proved againſt them by dean Boyle, fince primate, 
who produced the very original inſtrument at the board, 
The cathslics freely acknowlege the fact to be true; and 
at the ſame time appeal to all the world, whether a wit- 
er, a better, a more honourable, or a more juſtißabie 
project could have been thought of, They were then 
reduced to flavery and beggury by the Englith rebels. 
many thouſands of them murdered, the reit deprived of 
their eſtates and driven to live on a ſmall pittance in the 
wilds of Connaught; at a time when either the 744 or 
Cromwell abſolutely governed the three kingdoms, And 
the queition will turn upon this, whether the cat4ozes, 
deprived of all their poiſeſhons, governed with a rod of 
iron, and in utter deſpair of ever ſeeing the monarchy 
reſtored, for the preſervation of which they hid ſuffered 
ſo much, were to be blamed for calling in «a foreign prince 
of their own religion, who had a coniiderable army to 
ſupport them, rather than ſubmit ro ſo infamous an uſurper 
us Cromwell, or ſuch a bloody and ignomintous conven- 
ticle as the rump, And I have often heard not only our 
friends the diſſenters, but even our common enemy the 
conformiits, who are converſant in the hiltury of thuſe 
times freely con'e.s, that conſidering the miſerable ſitua- 
tion the Irith were then in, they could not have thought 
of a braver or more virtuous attempt; by which thcy 
might have been iuſtruments of reſtoring the lawful mon- 
arch, ar Icaſt to the recovery of England and Scotland 
from thoſe berrayers and ſellers and murderers of his roy- 
a father, 

To conclade, whereas the laſt quoted author com- 
plains very heavily and frequently of a BRAND that lies 
upon them, it is a great miſtake : for the firſt original 
BRAND hath been long taken off; only we confeſs the 
ſcar will probably remain, and be viſible tor ever to thoſe, 

Bb 3 | who 
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who know the principles by which they ated, and un- 
til thoſe principles ſhall be openly renounced ; elſe it 
malt continue to all generations, like the mark ſet up- 
on Cain, wh:ch fome authors ſay deſcended to all his 
poſterity; or like the Roman noſe and Aultrian lip, or 
like the long bag of fleſh hanging down from the gills of 
the people in Piedmont. But as for any brand; fixed on 
ſchiſmatics for ſeveral years paſt, they have been all made 
with cold iron; like thieves who by the BENEFIT of Thz 
CLERGY are condemned to be only burned in the hand; 
but eſcape the pain and the mark by being in fee with the 
JAYLOR, Which advantage the ſchiſmatical teachers 
will never want, who as we are ailured, and of which 
there is a very ſreſh inſtance, have the ſouls and bodies 
and purſes of their people a hundred times more at their 
mercy, than the cat#+/:c prieſts could ever pretend to. 
Therefore, upon the whole, the cathelics do humbly 
petition ¶ without the leaſt infinuation of threatning ) 
that upon this favourable juncture their incapacity for ci- 
vil and military employments may be wholly taken off, 
for the very ſame reaſons (beſides others more cogent) 
that are now offered by their brethren the diſſenters. 


Ard your petitioners, as in duty beund, ſhall ever 
pray, edc. 


Dublia, Nov. 1733- 


In this controverſy the author was again victorious, for the 
te} was not repca.cd. Hau K- 


LC 297 J 


Some REASONS againſt the BILL for ſettling the 
tythe of Hemp, Flax, etc. by a Modus N. 


HE clergy did little expect to have any cauſe of 

complaint againſt the preſent houſe of commons; 
who in the laſt ſeſhons were pleaſed to throw out a bill + 
ſent them from the lords, which that reverend body ap- 
prehended would be very injurious to them, if it paſſed 
into a law: and who in the preſent ſeſſions defeated the 
arts and endeavours of /ch;/matice to repeal the ſacra- 
mental teſt. 

For although it hath been allowed on all hands, that 
the former of thoſe bills might by its neceſſary conſequen- 
ces be very diſpleaſing to the lay gentlemen of the king- 
dom for many reaſons purely ſecular ; and that this lait 
attempt for repealing the 2% did much more affect at pre- 
ſent the temporal intereſt, than the ſpiritual; yet the 
whole body of the lower clergy have, upon both thoſe 
occaſions, expreſſed equal gratitude to that honourable 
houſe for their juſtice and ſteadineſs, as if the clergy a- 
lone were to receive the benefit. 

It muſt needs be therefore a great addition to the cler- 
gy's grief, that ſuch an aſſembly as the preſent houſe of 
commons ſhould now, with an expedition more than uſu- 
al, agree to a bill for encouraging the linen manufacture 
with a clauſe, whereby the church is to loſe two parts in 
three of the legal tythe in flax and hemp. 

Some reaſons why the clergy think ſuch a law will be a 
great hardſnip upon them are, I conceive, thoſe that fol- 


* XMany eminent clergymen who oppoſed this ſcheme ap- 
plied to Dr Swift to write againſt it, which he readily conſcnt- 
ed to upun their giving bim ſome hints, and two days after the 
following reaſons were preſented to ſeveral members of pariia- 
ment, which had ſo good an effect that the bill was dropped. 
Ha K, | : 

1 For the biſhops to divide livings. Haw ke/; 


low, 
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low. I ſhall venture to enumerate them with all deſer- 
ence due to that honourable atlembly. 

Firft, the clergy ſuppoſc that they have not, by any 
Fault or demerit, incurred the diſpleaſure of the nation's 
repreſentatives : neither can the — loyalty of the 
preſent ſet, from the higheſt prelate to the loweſt vicar, 
be ia the leaſt diſputed : becauſe there are hardly ten cler- 
gymen through the whole kingdom, for more than nine- 
teen years palt, who have not been either preferred en- 
tirely upon account of their declared affection to the 
Hanover line, or higher promoted as the due reward of 
the ſame merit. 

There is not a landlord in the whole kingdom ref; :ding 
ſome part of the year at his country ſeat, who is nct in 
his own conſcience fully convinced, that the tythes of his 
miniſter have gradually ſunk for ſome years paſt one third, 
or at leaſt one fourth of their former value, excluſive of 
all non-ſolvencies. 

The payment of tythes in this kingdom is ſubje& to ſo 
many frauds, brangles, and other vifficalties, not only 
from papits and difjenters, but even from thoſe who pro- 
ſeſs themſelves proteftants ; that by the expence, the 
rrouble, and vexation of collecting or bargaining for them, 
they are of all other rents the molt precarious, uncertain, 
and ill paid. 

The landlords in moſt pariſhes expect, as a compli- 
ment, that they ſhall pay littic more than half the value 
of the tythes for the lands they hold in their own hands; 
which often conſiſt of large domains: and it is the mini- 
ſter's intereſt to make them eaſy upon that article, when 
he conſiders what influence thuic gentlemen have upon 
T 1E1r tenants. 

The clergy cannot but think it extremely ſevere, that 
in a bill for encouraging the linen manutictere they alot e 
malt be the ſufferers, who can leatt uturd it. If, as 1 
am told, there be a tax of three thouſand pounds a year 
paid by the public for a farther encourazement to the ſaid 
manu ucture, are not the clergy equal tharers in the 
charge with the reſt of their fellow ſubjects ? Wu hat ſatiſ- 
factory reaſon can be therefore given, why they alone 
ſhould bar tlie whole additional weight, unleſs it will be 
alleged that their property is not upon an equal * 
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with the properties of other men. They acquire their 
own ſmall pittance by at leaſt as honeſt means as their 
neighbours the landlords poſſeſs their eſtates; and have 
been always ſuppoſed, except in rebellious or fanatical 
times, to have as good a title: for no families now in be- 
ing can ſhew a more ancient. Indeed if it be true, that 
ſome perſons (I hop e they were not many) were ſeen to 
laugh when the rights of the clergy were mentioned; in 
this caſe an opinion may poilibly be ſoon advanced, that 
they have no rights at all. Ard this is likely enough to 

ain ground, in proportion, as the contempt of all reli- 
gion ſhall increaſe, which is already in a very forward 
way. 

4 is id, there will be alſo added in this bill a clauſe 
for diyminiiging the tythe of hops, in order to cultivate 
that uſeful apt among us: and here likewiſe the load is 
to lic entirely n the thouklers of the clergy, while the 
landlords reap all the beucſit. It will not be caſy to fore- 
ſce where ſuch proceedings are like to ſtop: or whether 
by the fame authority, ia civil times, a parliament may 


not as jultly challenge the ſame power in reducing all 


things tytheable, not below the tenth part of the product 
(which is and ever will be the clergy's equitable nght) 
but from a tenth part to a ſixtieth or cighticth, and from 
thence to nothing, 

I have heard it granted by ſkilful perſons, that the 
practice of taxing the clergy by parliament without their 
own conſent is a new thing, not much abore the date of 
ſeventy years : before which period, in times of peace 
they always taxed themſelves. But things are cxtremely 
altered at preſent: it is not now ſufficient to tax them in 
common with their fellow ſubjects, without impoſing an 
additional tax upon them, from which, or from any thing 
equivalent, all their fellow ſubjects are excmpt ; and this 
in a country profeiiing chriſtianity. 

The greate't part of the clergy throughout this kingdom 
have been {tripped of their glebes by the confuſion of 
times, by violence, fraud, oppreſſion, and other unlaw- 
ful means ; all which glebes are now in the hands of the 
laity. So that they now are generally forced to lie at 
the mercy of landlords for a ſmall piece of ground in 
their pariſhes, at a molt exorbitant rent, and uſually for 
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a ſhort term of years, whercon to build a houſe, and 
enable them to reſide. Yet, in ſpight of theſe diſadvan- 
tages I am a witneſs, that they are generally more con- 
ſtant reſidents than their brethren in England; where the 
meaneſt vicar hath a convenicnt dwelling with a barn, a 
garden, and a field or two fer his cattle ; beſides the 
certainty of his little income from honeſt farmers, able 
and willing not only to pay him his dues, but likewiſe to 
make him preſents according to their ability for his better 
ſupport. In all which circumſtances the clergy of Ireland 
meet with a treatment directly contrary. 

It is hoped the honoarable houſe will conſider, that it 
is im-0{ble for the moſt ill- minded, avaricious, or cun- 
mug lergyman to do the leaft injuſtice to the mcaneſt 
cottager in his pariſh in any bargain for tythes, or other 
cceleſiaſtical dug. He can at the utmo!t only demand 
to have his tythc rairly laid out; and docs not once in a 
hundred times obtain his demand. But every tenant, 
from the pooreſt cottager to the molt ſubſtantial farmer, 
can and cenerally dur: :mpoſe upon the miniſter, by 
fraud, by tneft, by lye „ perjuries, by infolence, and 
ſometimes by force: notwitiutanding the utmoſt vigilance 
and ſkill of hixſelf and his proctor. Infomuch, that it 
is allowed that the clergy in general receive little more 
than one half of tneir legu dues; not including the 
charges they are at in collecting or bargaining for them. 

The land rents of Ireland are computed to about two 
millions, whereof one tenth amounts to two hundred 
thouſand pounds. The beneficed clergymen, excluding 
thoſe of this city, arc not reckoned to be above five hun- 
dred; by which competation they ſhould each of them 
poſſeis two hundred pounds a year, if thoſe tythes were 
equally divided, although in well cultivated corn coun- 
tries it cught to be more; whereas they hardly recciic 
one half of that ſum, with great defalcations, and ia very 
bad payments. "There are indecd a few glebes in the 
north pretty conſiderable, but if theſe and Sn the reſt 
were in like manner equally divided, they would not add 
hve pounds a year to every clergyman, Therefore, 
whether the condition of the clergy in general among us 
be jultly liable to envy, or able to bear a heavy burthen, 
which neither the nobility nor geatry, nor tradeſmen, 


nor 
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nor farmers, will touch with one of their ſingers; this, 
I ſay, is ſubmitted to the honourable houſe, 

One terrible circumſtance in this bill is, that of turning 
the ty the of flax and hemp into what the lawyers call a 
1m dus, or a certain ſum in lieu of a tenth part of the pro- 
duct. And by this practice of claiming a modus in many 
pariſhes by ancient cuſtom, the clergy in both kingdoms 
have been almoſt incredible ſufferers. Thus in the pre- 
ſent caſe the tythe of a tolerable acre of far, which by 
a medium is worth twelve ſhillings, is by the preſent bill 
reduced to four ſhillings. Neither is this the worſt part 
in a -dus ; every determinate ſum mult in ns of 
time ſink from a fourth to a four and twentieth part, or 
| a great deal lower, by that neceſſary fall attending the 

value of money, which is now at leaſt nine tenths lower 
all over Europe than it was four hundred years ago, by 
a gradual decline; and even a third part ar leaſt within 
our own memories in purchaſing almoſt every thing re- 
quired for the neceſſitics or conveniencies of life; as any 
gentleman can atteſt, who hath kept houſe for twenty 
years paſt, And this will equally affect poor countries as 
well as rich, For, although 1 look upon it as an impoſ- 
ſibility that this kingdom ſhould ever thrive under its pre- 
ſent difadvantages, which without a miracle muſt ſtill in- 
creaſe; yet when the whole caih of the nation ſhall ſink 
to fify thouſand pounds, we mutil in all our traffic abroad 
either of unport or export go by the general rate, at 
which money is valued in thoſe countries that enjoy the 
common privileges of human kind. For this reafun no 
corporation (if the clergy may preſumè to call themſelves 

one) ſhould by any means grant away their properties in 
perpetuity upon any corfideration whatſuverer; which is 
a rock that many corporations have ſplit upon to their 
great impoverifiiment, and ſometimes to their utter undo- 
ing; becauſe they are ſuppoſed to ſubiiit for ever, and 
becauſe no determination of money is of any certain per- 
petual intrinſic value, This is known enough in Eng- 
land, where eſtates let for ever, ſome hundred years a- 
BY, by ſeveral ancient noble families do not at this gte-— 

nt pay their potterity a twentucth part of what they are 
now worth at an eaſy rent. 

A tax aflecling Gue part of a nation, which already 

bears 
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bears its full ſhare in all parliamentary impoſitions, can- 

not potably be juſt, except it be inflicted as a puniſhment 
upon that body of men, which is taxed, for ſome great 
demerit or danger to the public apprehended from thoſe 
upon whom it is laid: thus the papiffs and non-jurors 
have been doubly taxed for refuſing to give proper ſecu- 
rities to the government; which cannot be objected _ 
the clergy. And therefore if this bill ſhould paſs, 1 
think it ought to be with a preface, ſhewing wherein they 
have offended, and for what diſafiction or other crime 
they are puniihed, 

If an additional exciſe upon ale, or a duty upon fleſh 
and bread were to be enacted, neither the victualler, 
butcher, or baker would bear any more of the charge 
than for what themſclves conſumed, but it would be an 
equal general tax through the whole kingdom: whereas 
by this bill the clergy alone are avowedly condemned to 
be deprived of their ancient, inherent, undiſputed rights, 
in order to encourage a manufacture by which all the reſt 
of the kingdom are ſuppoſed to be gainers. 

This bil is directly againſt magna clar ta, whereof the 
firſt clauſe is for confirming the inviolable rights of holy 
church; as well as contrary to the oath taken by all our 
kings at their coronation, where they {wear to defend and 
protect the church in all riglits. 

A tax laid upon emploꝝ ments is a very different thing. 
The poſſcſſors of civil and military employments are no 
corporation; neither are they any yore of our conſtituti- 
on; their ſalaries, pay and perquiſites are all changeable 
at the plcuſure of the prince who beſtows them, although 
the army be paid from funds rauiſed and appropriated by 
the legillature. But the clergy, as they have little reaſon 
to expect, ſo they deſire no more than their arcicnt legal 
ducs; only indeed with the removal of many grievous 
impediments in the collection of them; vhich it is to be 
qa they muſt wait for until more favourable times: Tt 


well known that they have al:.dy, of their own ac- 


owed, ſhewa great indulgence to their people upon this 
very article of fax, ſeldom taking ibove a fourth part of 
their tythe for ſaull parcels, and oftentimes nothing at 
all from new beginners;  4iting with paticnce until the 
farmers were able, and uutil great quantities of land were 
: . Cm 
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employed in that part of huſbandry ; never ſuſpecting that 
their good — wo ſhould be perverted in ſo ſingular 
2 manner to their detriment by that very aſſembly, which, 
during the time that convocations (which are an original 
part of our conſtitution, ever fince chriſtianity became 
national among us) are thought fit to be ſuſpended, God 
knows for what reaſon, or from what provocations ; I 
ſay from that very aſſembly, who during the intervals of 
convocations ſhould rather be ſuppoſed to be guardians of 
the rights and properties of the clergy, than to make the 
leaſt attempt upon either, | 

I have not heard upon enquiry, that any of thoſe gen- 
temen, who among us without doors are called the court- 
party, diſcover the leaſt zeal in this affair. If they had 
thoughts to interpoſe, it might be couccired they would 
ſhew their diſpleaſure againſt this bill, which muſt very 
much leſſen the value of the king's patronage upon pro- 
motion to vacant fees, in the diſpoſal of deanries, and o- 
ther conſiderable preferments in the church, which are 
in the donation of the crown; whereby ke viceroys will 
have fewer good preferments to beſtow on their depen- 
dents, as well as upon the kindred of members, who may 
have a ſufficient ſtock of that ſort of merit, whatever ir 
may be, which may in future times molt prevail. 

The diſenters, by not ſucceeding in their endeavours 
to procure a repeal of the 2%, have loſt nothing, but 
continue in a full enjoyment of their toleration; while 
the clergy without giring the leait offence are by this bill 
deprived of a conſiderable branch of their uncient legal 
rights, whereby the ſchiſmatical party will have the plea- 
fure of gratifying their revenge ——h2c Graii voluere, 

The farmer will find no relief by this r, becauſe 
when his preſent leaſe ſhall expire, his lundlord will infal- 
libly raiſe the rent in an equil proportion upon every part 
of land where flax is ſown, and have fo much a better 
fecurity for payment at the expence of the clergy, 

If we judge by things paſt, it little avails that this bill 
is to be {limited to a certain time of ten, twenty, or thirty 
years. For no landlord will ever conſeat that 4 law mall 
expire, by which he fiods himfclt a gairer; and of this 
there are many examples as well in England as in this 
kingdom, | 

Lor. III. Cc The 
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The great end of this bill is by proper encouragement 
to extend the linen manufacture into thoſe countries where 
it hath hitherto been little cultivated : but this 
ment of /efſening the tythe of flax and hemp is one of ſuch 
a kind as, it is to be feared, will have a directly contrary 
effect. Becauſe, if I am rightly informed no ſet of men 
bath, for their number and fortunes, been more induſtri- 
ous and ſucceſsful than the clergy, in introducing that 
manufacture into places which were unacquainted with 
it, by perſuading their people to ſow fax and hemp, by 
ring ſeed for them, and by having them inſtructed 
in the management thereof; and this they did not with- 
out reaſonable hopes of increaſing the value of their pa- 
riſhes after ſome time, as well as of promoting the bene- 
fir of the public. But if this »vodus ſhould take place, 
the clergy will be ſo far from gaining, that they will be- 
come loſers by their extraordinary care, by having their 
beſt arable lands turned to fax and hemp, which are rec- 
koned great imporeriſhers of land: they cannot therefore 
be blamed, if they ſhould ſhew as much zeal to prevent 
its being introduced or improved in their pariſhes as they 
hitherto have ſhewed in the introducing and improving it, 
This, I am told, ſome of them have already declared, 
at Icaſt ſo far as to reſolve not to give themſelves any 
more trouble than other men about promoting a manu- 
facture, by the ſucceſs of which they only of all men are 
to be ſufferers. Perhaps the giving even a further en- 
couragement than the law doth, as it now ſtands, to a 
ſer of men who might on many accounts be ſo uſeful to 
this purpoſe, would be no bad method of having the 
great end of the bill more effectually anſwered : but this 
is what they are far from deſiring; all they petition for 
is no more than to continue on the ſame footing with the 
reſt of their fellow · ſubjects. | 
If this mcdus of paying by the acre be to paſs into a 
law, it were to be wiſhed, that the ſame law would not 
only appoint one or more {worn ſurveyors in each pariſh 
ro meaſure the lands, on which fax and hemp are ſown, 
but alſo ſettle the price of ſurveying, and determine whe- 
ther the incumbent or farmer is to pay for each annual 
ſurvey. Without ſomething of this kind there mult con- 
ſtantly be diſputes between them, and the neighbouring 
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juſtices of peace muſt be teized as often as thoſe diſputes 


I had written thus far, when a paper was ſent to me 
with ſeveral reaſons againſt the bill, ſome whereof, al- 
though they have been already touched, are put in a bet- 
ter light, and the reſt did not occur to me. I ſhall de- 
liver them in the author's own OR hd 

I. That tythes are the patri - 
if not of divine original, yet at leaft of great antiquity. 

H. That all purchaſes and leaſes of tytheable lands, 
for many centuries paſt, have been made and taken, ſub- 
ject to the demand of tythes, and thoſe lands fold and 
taken juſt ſo much the cheaper on that account. 

HI. That if any lands are exempted from tythes, or 
the legal demands of ſuch tythes leſſened by act of parlia- 
ment, ſo much valuc is taken from the proprietor of the 
tythes, and 1cſted in the proprietor of the lands, or his 
head tenants. 

IV. That no innocent nnoffending perſon can be fo de- 
prived of his property without the greateſt violation of 
common juſtice. | 

v. That to do this upon a proſpe ꝙ of encouraging the 
Inen or any other manufacture is acting upon a very miſ- 
taken and unjuſt ſuppoſition; inaſmuch as the price of 
the lands ſo occupied will be no way leſſened to the farm- 
er by ſuch a law. 

VI. That the clergy are content chearfully to bear (as 
they now do) any burthen in common with their fellow 
ſubjects, either for the ſupport of his majeſty's govera- 
ment, or the encouragement of the trade of the nation, 
but think it very hard that they ſhould be fingled out to 
pay heavier taxes than others at a time, when by the de- 
creaſe of the value of their pariſhes they are leſs able to 
bear them. 

VII. That the legiſlature hath heretofore diſtinguiſh- 
ed the clergy by exemptions, and not by additional loads, 
and the preſent clergy of the kingdom hope they have 
= deſerved worſe of the legiſlature than their predeceſ- 


vin. That by the original conſtitution of theſe king- 
doms, the clergy had the ſole right of taxing themſelves, 
and were in poſſeſſion of that right as low as the reſtora- 
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tion ; and if that right be now devolved upon the com- 
mourns by the ceſſion of the clergy, the commons can be 
conſidered in this caſe in no other light than as the guar. 
dians of the clergy. _ | | 

IX. That beſides thoſe tythes always in the poſſeſſion 
of the clergy, there are ſame portions of tythes latel 
come into their poſſeſſion by purchaſe ; that if this 
thould take place, they would not be allowed the bene- 
fit of theſe purchaſers upon an equal foot of advantage 
with the reſt of their fellow - ſubjects. And that ſome 
tythes in the hands of impropriators are under ſctilement 
and mortgages. 

X. That the gentlemen of this houſe ſhould conſider, 
that loading the clergy is loading their ewn younger bro- 
thers and children, with this additional grievance, that 
it is taking from the younger and poorer to give to the cl- 
der and richer; and, | 

Lafily, That if it were at any time juſt and proper to 
do this, it would however be too fevere to do it now, 
when all the tythes of the kingdom are known for ſome 
years paſt to have funk above one third part in their va- 
luc 


Any income in the hands of the clergy is at leaſt as 
uſeful to the public as the ſame income in the hands of 

It were more reaſonable to grant the clergy in three 
Parts of the nation an additional fupport than to diminiſh 
their preſent ſubſiſtence. 9 

Great employments are and will be in the hands of 
Engliſnmen; nothing left for the younger ſons of Iriſh- 
men but vicarages, tide-waitcrs places, etc. therefore no 
reaſon to make them worſe. 

The 1:24us upon the flax in England affects only lands 
reclaimed ſince the year 1690, and is at the rate of hve 
ſhillings tae Engliſh acre, which is equivalent to eight 
ſhillings and eight pence Iriſh, and that to be paid before 
the farmer removed it from the field. Flax is a manu- 
facture of little conſequence in England, but is the ſtaple 
in Ireland, and if it increaſes (as it probably will) mutt 
in many places joſtle out corn, becauſe it is more gainful. 

The cler of the eſtabliſhed church have no intereſt 


like tho: ut the church of Rome, diſtinct from the true 
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intereſt of their country, and therefore ought to ſuffe c 
under no diſtinct impoſitions or taxes of any kind. 

The bill for ſettling the »r2dus of fax in England was 
brought in the firſt year of the reign of king George I. 
when the clergy lay very unjuſtly under the imputation cf 
ſome diſaffection; and to encourage the bringing in cf 
ſome fens in Lincolnſhire which were not to be continued 
under fax ; but it left all lands where fax had been ſown 
before that time under the ſame condition of tything, in 
which they were before the paſſing of that bill: whereas 
this bill rakes away what the clergy are actually poſſeſſed 
of. 
That the woolen manufacture is the ſtaple of England, 
as the linen is that of Ireland, yet no attempt was ever 
made in England to reduce the tythe of wool for the en- 
couragement of that manufacture. This manufacture hath 
already been remarkably favoured by the clergy, who 
have hitherto been generally content with lefs than half, 
ſome with ſix pence a garden, and ſome have taken no- 
thing. 

Employments, they ſay, have been taxed; the reaſons 
for which taxation will not hold with regard to property, 
at leaſt till employments become inheritances. The com- 
mons always have had ſo tender a regard to property, 
that they never would ſuffer any law to paſs, whereby 
any particular perſons might be aggrieved without their 
own conſent. 


* 


N. B. Some alterations have been made in the bill a- 
b:ut the modus, ffnce the abrve pa er w.is writtens 
but they are of little moment. 
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A modeſt pxoposaL for preventing the Cant. 
DREN of poor PEOPLE in IRELAND from be- 
ing a burden to their parents or country, 
and for making them beneficial to the 
public. 


T is a melancholy object to thoſe, who walk through 

this great town, or travel in the country, when they 
fee the ſtreets, the roads and cabtin-doors crowded with 
beggars of the female ſex, followed by three, four, or 
fix children, all in ragt, and importuning every paſſen- 
ger for an alms. Theſe mothers, inſtead of being able 
to work for their honeſt livelihood, are forced to employ 
all their time in ſtroling to beg ſuſtenance for their he/p- 
leſs infants, who, as they grow up, either turn thieves 
for want of work, or leave their dear native country to 
Abt for the pretender in Spain, or ſell themſelves to the 

OCs, 
I think it is agreed by all parties, that this prodigious 
number of children in the arms, or on the backs, or at 
the heels of their ne ,, and frequently of their /a- 
thers, is in the preſent deplorable flate of the kingdom a 
very great additional grievance ; and therefore whoever 
could find out a fair, cheap and eaſy method of making 
theſe children found and alefal members of the common- 
wealth, would deſerve fo well of the public, as to have 
his ſtatue ſet up for a preſerver of the nation. 

But my inte ation is very far from being confined to 
provide cl, for the children of profeſſed beggars : it is 
of a much greater catent, and ſnall take in the whole 
nuraber of iufants at a certain age, who are born of pa- 
rents in effect as little able to ſupport them, as thoſe who 
demand our charity in the ſtreets. 

As to my own part, having turned my thoughts for 
many years upon this important ſubject, and maturcly 
weighed the ſeveral ſchemes of cur projedtors, I have al- 
Ways found them groſly miſtaken in their Es 
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It is true, a child juſt dropt ſrom its dam may be ſup- 
ported by her milk for a ſolar year, with little other 
nouriſhment : at molt not above the value of two ſhillings, 
which the mother may certainly get, or the value in 
fſeraps, by her lawful occupation of begging; and it is 
exactly at one year old that I propoſe to provide for them 
in ſuch a manner, as inſtead of being a charge upon their 
parents, or the pariſh, or wanting food and raiment for 
the reſt of their lives, they ſhall, on the contrary, con- 
tribute to the feeding, and partly to the cloathing of ma- 
py thouſands. | 

There is likewiſe another great advantage in my 
ſcheme, that it will prevent thoſe voluntary abortions, 
and that horrid practice of women murdering their baſt- 
ard children, alas! too frequent among us, ſacrificing 
the poor innocent babes, I doubt more to avoid the ex- 
pence than the ſhame, which would move tears and pity 
in the moſt ſavage and inhuman breaſt, 

The number of fouls in this kingdom being uſually 
reckoned one million and a half, of theſe I calculate there 
may be about two hundred thouſand couple, whoſe wives 
are breeders ; from which number I ſubtract thirty thou- 
ſand couple, who are able to maintain their own children, 

hough I apprehend there cannot be ſo many under ihe 
preſent diſtreſſes of the kingdom but this being granted, 
there will remain an hundred and ſeventy thouſand breed- 
ers, I again ſubtract fifty thouſand for thoſe women, 
who miſcarry, or whoſe children die by accident or diſ- 
eaſe within the year. There only remain an hundred 
and twenty thouſand children of poor parents annuall 
born, The queſtion therefore is, How this number ſh 
be reared and provided for? which, as I have already 
faid, under the preſent ſituation of affairs is utterly im- 
poſhble by all the methods hitherto propoſed. For we 
can neither employ them in handicraft or agriculture ; 
we neither build houſes, (I mean in the country) nor 
cultivate land: they can very ſeldom pick up a livelihood 
by flealing, till they arrive at fix years old, except where 
they arc of rowardly parts; although I confeſs they ic arn 
the rudiments much earlier; during which time they can 
however be properly looked upon only as probaticiicr: ; 
as I have been informed by a principal gentleman in the 
| county 
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county of Cavan, who proteſted to me, that he neves 
knew above one or two inſtances under the age of ſie, 
even in a part of the kingdom / renowned for the quick- 
eft proficiency in that art. 

I am aſſured by our merchants, that a boy or a girl 
before twelve years old is no ſaleable commodity ; and e- 
ven when they come to this age they will not yield above 
three pounds, or three pouads and half a crown at 
molt, on the exchange; which cannot turn to account 
either to the parents-or kingdom, the charge of nutriment 
and rags having been at leaſt four times that value. " 

I ſhall now therefore humbly propoſe my own thoughts, 
which I hope will not be liable to the leaſt objection. 

I have been aſſured by a very knowing American of 

acquaintance in London, that a young healthy child, 
well nurſed, is at a year old a molt delicious nouriſking 
and wholeſome food, whether feed, roafted, baked, 
or boiled ; and I make no doubt that it will equally ſerve 
in a /ricafſe, or a ragouſt. 

I do therefore humbly offer it to pablic confideration, 
that of the hundred ard twenty thouſand children already 
computed, twenty thouſand may be reſerved for breed, 
whereof only one fourth part to be males; which 1s —— 
thao we allow to ſhecp, black cattle, or — ; and my 
reaſon is, that theſe children are ſeldom the fruits of mar- 
riage, a circumſtance not much regarded by our ſ 
therefore, one male will be ſufficient to ſerve four f — 
That the remaining hundred thouſand may, at a year 
old, be offered in ſale to the perſons of quality and for- 
tune through the kingdom; always adviſmg the mother 
to let them ſuck plentifully in the laſt month, ſo as to 
render them plump, and fat for a good table. A child 
will make two diſhes at an entertainment for friends; 
and when the family dines alone, the fore or hind quar- 
ter will make a reaſonable diſh, and ſeaſoned with a little 
pepper or falt, will be very good boiled on the fourth 
day, eſpecially in winter. 

I have reckoned upon a medium, FER a child juſt born 
will weigh 12 pounds, and in a folar year, if — 
nurſed, will encreaſe to 28 pounds. 

I grant this food will be ſomewhat dear, and therefore 


very proper for landlords, who, as they have already de- 
vourcd 
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youred moſt of the parents, ſeem to have the beſt title to 
the children. | 

Infant's fleſh will be in ſeaſon the year, 
but more plentiful in March, and a little before and af- 
ter; for we are told by a author, an eminent 
French phyſician, that #/Þ being a prolific dyet, there are 
more children born in Roman catholic countries about 
nine months after Lent, than at any other ſeaſon ; there- 
fore reckoning a year after Lent, the markets will be 
more glutted than uſual, becauſe the number of popiſh 
infants is at leaſt three to one in this kingdom; and there- 
fore it will have one other collateral advantage by leflen- 
ing the number of papiſit: among us. 

[ have already computed the charge of nurfing a beg- 
gar's child (in which liſt I reckon all cottagers, labourers, 
and four-fifths of the armer) to be about two ſhillings 
per annum, Tags included; and I believe no gentleman 
would repine to give ten ſhillings for the carcaſs of a 
good fat child, which, as I have ſaid, will make four 
diſhes of excellent nutritive meat, when he bath only 
ſome particular friend or his own family to dine with him. 
Thus the ſquire will learn to be a good landlord, and 
grow popular among his tenants, the mother will have 
eight ſhillings neat profit, and be fit for work, till ſhe 
produces another child. 

Thoſe, who are more thrifty (as I muſt confeſs the 
times require) may flay the carcaſs ; the ſkin of which, 
artiſically dreſſed, will make admirable gloves for ladies, 
and ſummer boots for fine gentlemen. 

As to our city of Dublin, ſhambles may be appointed 
for this purpoſe in the moſt convenient parts of it, and 
butchers we may be aſſured will not be wanting; akhough 
I rather recommend buying the children alive, and dreſ- 
fing them hot from the knife, as we do roaſting pier. 

A very worthy perſon, a true lover of his country, and 
whoſe virtues I highly eſteem, was lately pleaſed, in diſ- 
courſing on this matter, to offer a refinement upon my 
{cheme. He faid, that many gentlemen of this kingdom, 
baving of late deſtroyed their deer, he conceived that the 
want of veniſon might be well ſupplied by the bodies of 
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experience, th 
tough and lean, hike that of our ſchool-boys, 
continual exerciſe, and their taſte difagreeable, and 
to fatten them would not anſwer the charge. Then, as 
to the females, it would, I think, with humble ſubmiſſion, 


dering upon cruelty ; which, I confeſs, hath always been 
with me the ſtrongeſt objection againſt any project, how 
well ſoe ver intended. 

But in order to juſtify my friend, he confeſſed, that 
this expedicnt was put into his head by the famous Sal- 
manaazor, a native of the iſland Formoſa, who came 
from thence to London above wenty years ago, and, in 
_ converſation, told my friend, that in his country, when 
any young perſon happened to be put to death, the ex- 
ecutioner ſold the carcaſes to perſons of quality as a prime 
dainty ; and that in his time the body of a plump girl of 
fifteen, who was crucified for an attempt to poiſon the 
Emperor, was fold to his Imperial Majeſty's Prime Mi- 
wi/ter of State, and other great mandarint of the court, 
in joints from the gibbet, at four hundred crowns. Net- 
ther indeed can I deny, that if the ſame uſe were made 
of ſeveral plump young girls in this town, who, without 
one ſingle groat to their fortunes, cannot ſtir abroad with- 
out a chair, and appear at a pl/ay-houſe and afſemblics in 
foreign ſineries which they never will pay for, the king- 
dom would not be the worſe. 

Some perſons of a deſponding ſpirit are in great con- 
cern about that vaſt number of poor people, who are aged, 
diſcaſed, or maimed; and I have been defired ro employ 
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my thoughts, what courſe may be taken to eaſe the na- 
tion of ſo grievous an incumbrance. But I am not in the 
leaſt pain upon that matter, becauſe it is very well known, 
that they are every day dying, and rotting, by cold and 
famine, and filth and vermin, as falt as can be reaſon- 
ably expected. And as to the young labourers, they are 
now in almoſt as hopeful a condition : they cannot get 
work, and conſequently pine away for want of nouriſh- 
ment, to a degree, that if at any time they are acciden- 
tally hired to common labour, they have nut ſtrength to 
perform it; and thus the country and themſelves are hap- 
pily delivered from the evils to come. 

I have too long digreſſed, and therefore ſhall return to 
my ſubject. I think the advantages by the propoſal, 
which I have made, are obvious and many, as well as of 
the higheſt im a 

For, fir/t, as I have already obſerved, it would great - 
ly lefſen the number of papiſts, with whom we are yearly 
over-run, being the principal of the nation, as 
well as our molt dangerous enemies, and who ſtay at home 
on purpoſe to deliver the kingdom to the Pretender, hop- 
ing to take their advantage by the abſence of ſo many 
good protefiants, who have choſen rather to leave their 
country, than ſtay at home and pay tithes againſt their 
conſcience to an epi/copal curate. 

Secondly, The poorer tenants will have ſomething va · 
luable of their own, which by law may be made liable 
to a diſtreſs, and help to pay their landlord's rent; their 
corn and cattle being already ſeized, and money a thing 
unknown. 

Thirdly, Whereas the maintainance of an hundred 
thouſand children, from two years old and upwards, can 

not be computed at leſs than ten fhillings a piece per an- 
num, the nation's ſtock will be thereby encreaſed fifry 
thouſand pounds per annum, beſides the profit of a new 
diſh introduced to the tables of all gentlemen of fortune 
in the kingdom, who have any refinement in talte. And 
the money will circulate among ourſelves, the goods be- 
ing entirely of our own growth and manufacture. 

Fourthly, The conſtant breeders, beſides the gain of 

eight ſhillings /terling per annum by the ſale of their chil- 
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dren, will be rid of the charge of maintaining them after 
the firſt year. | 

. Fifthly, This food would likewiſe bring great cuſom 
to taverns ; where the vintners will certainly be ſo pru- 
dent as to procure the beſt receipts for dreſſing it to per. 
ſection, and conſequently have their houſes frequented 
by all the fre gentlemen, who juſtly value themſelves up. 
on their fk in good cating ; and a ſkilful cook, 
who underſtands how to oblige his gueſts, will contrive to 
make it as expenſive as they pleaſe. 

Sixthly, This would be a great inducement to marri- 
age, which all wiſe nations have either encouraged by re- 
wards, or enforced by laws and penalties. It would en- 
creaſe the care and tenderneſs of mothers towards their 
children, when they were ſure of a ſettlement for life to 
the poor babes, provided in ſome fort by the public, to 
their annual profit inſtead of expence. We ſhould ſoon 
ſee an honeſt emulation among the married women, which 
of them could bring the ſatteſt child to the market. Men 
would become as fond of their wives during the time of 
their pregnancy, as they are now of their mares in foal, 
their cows in calf, or ſows when they are ready to far- 
row; nor offer to beat or kick them (as is too ſrequent 
a pradiice) for fear of a miſcarriage. 

Many other advantages might be enumerated, For 
inſtance, the addition of ſome thouſand carcaſſes in our 
exportation of barreled beef: the propagation of /avines 
fleſh, and improvement in the art of making good bacon, 
fo much wanted among us by the great deſtruction of pigs, 
too frequent at our tables; which are no way comp 
in taſte or magniſicence to a well-grown, fat, yearly child, 
which roaſted whole will make a conſiderable figure at a 
Lord Mayor's f-a/t, or any other public entertainment. 
But this, and many others, I omit, being ſtudious of bre- 
vity. | 
Basauppoſing that one thouſand families in this city would 

be conttant cuſtomers for infants fleſh, beſides others who 
might have it at merry meetings, particularly at weddings 
and chri/terinos, I compure, that Dublin would take off 
annually about twenty thouſand carcaſſes; and the reſt 
of the kingdom (where probably they will be fold fome- 
what cheaper) the remainiag eighty thouſand. 
| can 
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I can think of no one objeftion, that will poſſibly be 
raiſed againſt this propoſal, unleſs it ſhould be urged, 
that the number of people will be thereby much leſſened 
in the kingdom. This I freely own, and it was indeed 
one principal deſign in offering it to the world, I defire 
the reader will obſerve, that I calculate my remedy fr 
this one individual kingdom of IRELAND, and for 0 o- 
ther that ever was, it, or, I think, ever can be upon 
earth, Therefore let no man talk to me of other expe- 
dients : / taxing cur abſentees at five ſhillings a pound: 
of uſing neither cloaths, nor houthold furniture, except 
avhat is of our own growth and manufacture: of utterly 
rejedting the materials and inſtruments, that promote fo- 
reign luxury : of curing the expenſroenzfſs of pride, vaui- 
ty, idlencſt, and gaming in our women : of introducing a 
vein of parſimony, prudence, and temperance: of learn- 
ing to love our country, in the want of which aue differ 
even from LAPLANDERS, and the inhabitants of To- 
PINAMBOO: of quitting our auingſities and fuctiont, 
mr acting any longer like the Fews, who were murder- 
ing one another at the very moment their city was taten: 
of being a little cautions not to fell our country and 
canſciencet for nothing : of teaching landlords ts have at 
leaſt aue degree of mercy towards their tenants : laſtly, 
of putting a ſpirit of honeſty, induſtry, and ſtill into our 
ſhop-keepers, who, if a reſolution could now be taken to 
buy only cur native goods, would immediately unite to 
cheat and exact upon us in the price, the meaſure, and 
the geodneſt, nor could ever vet be brought ta maks an- 
fair propoſal of juſt dealius, though often and earneſtly 
invited 1 it. 

Therefore I repeat, let no man talk to me of theſe and 
the like expedients “, till he hath at lcaſt ſome gly:orie 
of hope, that there will ever be ſome hearty aud haccie 
attempt to put them in practice, 


_* Theſe expedients had been propoſed before, ſome of them 
by the Dean, and to urge the practice of them by ſbewirg ite 
only altcruative, ſcems to have been the defign of this paper. 
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But, as to myſelf, having been wearied out for ma- 
ny years with offering vain, idle, viſionary thoughts, 
and at length utterly deſpairing of ſucceſs, I fortuna 
fell upon this propoſal ; which, as it is wholly new, fo 
it hath ſomething ſolid and real, of no expence and little 
trouble, full in our own power, and whereby we can in- 
cur no danger in diſabliging ENGLAND. For this kind 
of commodity will not bear exportation, the fleſh being 
of too tender a conſiſtence to admit a long continuance in 
falt, although perhaps I could name a country, which would 
be glad to cat up our whole nation without it. 

Atſter all, I am not ſo violently bent upon my own o- 
pinion as to reject any offer propoſed by wife men, which 
ſhall be found equally innocent, cheap, eaſy, and effectu- 
al. But before ſomething of that kind ſhall be advanced 
in contradiction to my ſcheme, and offering a better, I 
deſire the author or authors will be pleaſed maturely to 
conſider two points. Firf?, As things now ſtand, how they 
will be able to find food and raiment for a hundred thou- 
ſand uſeleſs mouths and backs. And ſecondly, There 
being a round million of creatures in human figure through- 
out this kingdom, whoſe whole ſubſiſtence put into a 
common ſtock would leave them in debt two millions of 
pounds fterling, adding thoſe, who are beggars by profel- 
lion, to the bulk of farmers, cottagers, and labourers, with 
their wives and children, who are beggars in effect; I 
deſire thoſe politicians who diſlike my overture, and may 
perhaps be ſo bold to attempt an an{wer, that they will 
firſt aſk the parents of theſe mortals, whether they would 
not at this day think it a great happineſs to have been 
fold for food at a year old, in the manner I preſcribe, 
and thereby have avoided ſuch a perpetual ſcene of miſ- 
fortunes, as they have ſince gone through, by the re- 
fen of landlardt, the impo/jibility of paying rent without 
money or trade, the want of commen fuftenance, with 
neither /9uſe n9r cloaths to cover them from the incle- 
mencies of the weather, and the moſt inevitable projpect 
of entailing the like, or greater miſerics, upon their breed 
for ever. | 

| profeſs in the ſincerity of my heart, that I have not 
the leaſt perſonal interelt in endcayouring to promote this 
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neceſſary work, having no other motive than the public 
good of my country, by advancing our trade, providing 

for infants, relieving the poor, and giving ſome pleaſure 
| to the rich, I have no children, by which I can propoſe 
to get a ſingle penny ; the youngeſt being nine years old, 
and my wite palt child-bearing. 


Dd 2 Te 
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To the Honourable houſe of Commons, Cc. 


'The Indie PETITION of the FooTMEN in 
and about the city of Dublin. 


Written in the year 1732. 


Humbly ſheweth, 


HAT your petitioners are a great and numerous 
fociety, endowed with ſeveral privileges time out 
of mind. 

That certain /ewd, idle, and diſorderly perſons for 
ſeveral months palt, as it is notoriouſly known, have been 
daily feen in the public walks of this city, habited ſome- 
times in green coats, and ſometimes laced, with long 
caken cudgels in their hands, and without ſwords ; in 
hopes to procure favour, by that advantage, with a great 
number of ladies who frequent thoſe walks ; pretend- 
ing and giving themſelves out to be true genuine Iriſh 
footmen; whereas they can be proved to be no better 
than common tonpecs, as a judicious eye may ſoon diſ- 
cover, by their autwward, clumpey, 2 gait and be- 
haviour ; by their unſkilfulneſs in dreſs even with the ad- 
vantage of our habits; by their ill-favoured countenances, 
with an air of i»puderce and dulneſs peculiar to the reſt 
of their brethren, who have not yet arrived at that tran- 
ſcendent pitch of aſſurance; although it may be juſtly 
apprehended, that they will do ſo in ume, if theſe coun- 
terfeits ſhail happen to ſucceed in their evil deſign of paſ- 
ting for real foctmen, thereby to render themſelves more 
amiable to the ladies. 

Your petitioners do farther alledge, that many of the 
ſaid counterſeits, upon a ſtrict examination, have been 
tound in the act of /irutting, ſtaring, fauearing, ſcuug- 
gering, in a manner that plainly ſhewed their beit endea- 
ours to imitate us. Wherein, although they did Fon 
c- 
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ſucceed, yet by their ignorant and ungainly way of co- 
pying our graces, the utmoſt indignity was endeavoured to 
be caſt upon our whole profeſſion. 

Your petitioners do therefore make it their humble re- 
queſt, that this honourable houſe (to many of whom 
your petitioners are nearly allied ) will pleaſe to take this 
grievance into your molt ſerious conſideration : humbly 
ſubmitting, whether it would not be proper, that certain 
officers might at the public charge be employed to ſearch 
for, and diſcover all ſuch counterfeit footmen; to carry 
them before the next /#/tice of peace, by whoſe war- 
rant, upon the fir{t conviction, they ſhould be {tripped of 
their coats and onen ornaments, and be ſet two hours in 
the ſtocks ; upon the ſecond conviction, beſides ſtripping, 
be ſet ſix hours in the ſtocks, with a paper pinned on 
their breaſts, ſignifying their crime, in large capital let- 
ters, and in the following words: A. B. commonly cal- 
led A. B. Eſq; a toupee, and a notorious impoſior, who 
preſumed to perſenate a true Iriſh footman. 

And for any other offence, the ſaid feupee ſhall be 
committed to Bridewell, whipped three times, forced to 
hard labour for a month, and not to be ſet at liberty till 
he ſhall have given ſufficient ſecurity for his good beha- 
viour, 

Your honours will pleaſe to obſerve, with what lenity 
we propole to treat theſe enormous offenders, who have 
already brought ſuch a ſcandal on our honourable calling, 
that ſeveral well-meaning people have miſtaken them to 
be of our fraternity, in diminution to that credit and 
dignity whereby we have ſupported our ſtation, as we al- 
ways did, in the wvor/t of times, And we farther beg 
leave to remark, that this was manifeltly done with a ,- 
ditizes delign to render us leſs capable of ſerving the pu- 
tlic in any great employments, as ſeveral of our frater- 
zity, as well as our anceſtars, have done. 

We do tkerctore humbly implore your -970vrs to give 
necuiTury orders for our relief in this prefent exigency, 
and your ctitianert (as in duty bound) ſhall ever 
pray, Sc. 
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A Proeosar. for giving badges to the Beg- 
GARS in all the pariſhes of Dublin. 


By the Dean of St Patrick's. 
Written in the year 1737. 


T hath been a general complaint, that the poor-houſe 
1 (eſpecially ſince the new conſtitution by act of parlia- 
ment) hath been of no benefit to this city, for the eaſe 
of which it was wholly intended. I had the honour to 
be a member of it many years before it was new-model- 
led by the legiſlature; not from any perſonal regard, but 
merely as one of the two Deans, who are of courſe put 
into molt commiſſions that relate to the city; and I have 
likewiſe the honour to have been left out of ſeveral com- 
miſſions upon the ſcore of party, in which my predeceſ- 
ſors time out of mind have always been members. 

The firſt commiſſion was made up of about fifty per- 
ſons, which were, the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and She- 
riffs, and ſome few other citizens; the Judges, the two 
Archbiſhops, the two Deans of the city, and one or two 
more gentlemen, And I mult confeſs my opinion, that 
the diſſolving the old commiſſion, and citabliſhing a new 
one of near three times the number, have been the great 
cauſe of rendering ſo good a deſign not only uſeleſs, but 
2 grievance inſtead of a benefit to the city. In the pre- 
ſent commiſſion all the city clergy are included, beſides 
a great number of 'Squires, not only thoſe who reſide in 
Dublin and the neighbourhood, bur ſeveral who live at a 
great diſtance, and cannot poſſibly have the lcaſt concern 
for the advantage of the city. | 

At the few general meetings that I have attended ſince 
the nc eftablithment, I oblerved very little was done 
except one or two acts of extreme juſtice, which I then 
_ thought might as well have beca ſpared : and I have 
Found the court of allittants utually taken up in little 

wrangies 
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n or adjuſting accounts of meal 
and ſmall beer; which, however neceſſary, might ſome- 
times have given place to matters of much greater mo- 
ment, I mean ſome ſchemes recommended to the general 
board for anſwering the chief ends in erecting and eſta- 
bliſhing ſuch a poor-houſe, and endowing it with ſo con- 
fiderable a revenue: and the principal end I take to have 
been that of maintaining the poor and orphans of the ci- 
ty, where the pariſhes are not able to do it; and clear- 
ing the ſtreets from all ſtrollers, foreigners, and ſturdy 
beggars, with which, to the univerſal complaint and ad- 
miration, Dublin is more infeſted fince the eſtabliſhment 
of the poor-houſe, than it was ever known to be ſince its 
firſt erection. 

As the whole fund for ſupporting this hoſpital is raiſ- 
ed only from the inhabitants of the city; ſo there can be 
hardly any thing more abſurd than to fee it miſemployed 
in maintaining foreign beggars, and baſtards, or orphans, 
of farmers, whoſe country landlords never contributed 
one ſhilling towards their ſupport. I would engage, that 
half this revenue, if employed with common care, and 
no very great degree of common honeſty, would main- 
tain all the real objects of charity in this city, except a 
{mall number of original poor in every pariſh, who might, 
without being burthenſome to the pariſhioners, find a to- 
lerable ſupport. 


I have for ſome years paſt applied myſelf to ſeveral 
Lord-Mayors, and the late Archbiſhop of Dublin, for 
a remedy to this evil of foreign beggars; and they all 
appeared ready to receive a very plain propoſal, I mean 
that of badging the original poor of every pariſh, who 
begged in the ſtreets; that the ſaid beggars ſhould be 
confined to their own parithes ; that they ſhould wear 
their badges well ſown upon one of their ſhoulders, al- 
ways vilible, on pain of being whipped and turned out of 
town ; or whatever legal puniſhment may be thought pro- 
per and etfectual. But, by the wrong way of thinking in 
ſome clergymen, and the indifference of others, this me- 
thod was perpetually defeated, to their own continual diſ- 
quiet, which they do not ill deſerve ; and if the grievance 
affected only them, it would be of leſs conſequence ; 
becauſe the remedy is in their own power: but, all ſtreet- 
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walkers and ſhop-keepers bear an equal ſhare in its hour 


ly vexation. 

I never heard more than one objection againſt this ex- 
pedient of badging the poor, and confining their walks 
to their ſeveral pariſhes. The objection was this: what 
ſhall we do with the foreign beggars ? mult they be left 
to ſtarve? I anſwered, No; but they mult be driven or 
whipped out of town; and let the next country pariſh do 
as they pleaſe, or rather, after the practice in England, 
fend them from one pariſh to another, until they reach 
their own homes. By the old laws of England ſtill in force, 
every pariſh is bound to maintain its own poor ; and the 
matter is of no ſuch conſequence in this point as ſome 
would make it, whether a country pariſh be nch or poor, 
In the remoter and poorer pariſhes of the kingdom, all 
neceſſaries for life, proper for poor people, are compara- 
tively cheaper; I mean butrer-milk, oat-meal, potatoes, 
and other vegetables ; and every farmer or cottager, who 
is not himſelf a beggar, can ſometimes ſpare a ſup or a 
morſel, not worth the fourth part of a farthing, to an in- 
digent neighbour of his own pariſh, who is difabled from 
work. A beggar native of the parifh is known to the 
Squire, to the church miniſter, to the popiſh prieit, or 
the conventicle teacher, as well as to every farmer : he 
hath generally ſome relations able to hve, and contribute 
ſomething to his maintenance. None of which advantages 
can be reaſonably expected cn a removal to places where 
he is altogether unknown. If he be not quite maimed, 
he and his trull, and litter of brats (if he has any) may 
get half their ſupport by doing ſome kind of work in their 
power, and thereby be leſs burdenſome to the people. 
In ſhort, all neceſfaries of hfe grow in the country, and 
not in cities, and are cheaper where they grow; nor is 
it equitable that beggars ſhould put us to the charge of 
giving them victuals, and the carriage too. 

But, when the ſpirit of wandring takes him, attended 
by his females and their equipage of children, he becomes 
a nuiſance to the whole country: he and his female are 
thieves, and teach the trade of ſtealing to their brood at 
four years old; and if his infirmities be counterfeit, it 
is dangerous tor a fingle perſon unarmed to meet him on 
the road. He wancers from ene country to another, — 
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fill with a view to this town, whither he arrives at laſt, 
and enjoys all the privileges of a Dublin beggar. 

do not wonder, that the country ſquires ſhould be 
very willing to ſend up their colonies ; but why the city 
ſhould be content to receive them, is beyond my imagina- 
tion, 

If the city were obliged by their charter to maintain a 
thouſand beggars, they could do it cheaper by eighty per 
cent. a hundred miles off, than in this town, or in any 
of its ſuburbs. 

There is no village in Connaught, that in proportion 
ſhares ſo deeply in the daily increaſing miſeries of Ireland, 
as its capital city; to which miſerics there hardly remain- 
ed any addition, except the perpetual ſwarm foreign 
beggars, who might be baniſhed in a montn deut ex- 
pence, and with very little trouble, | 

As I am perſonally acquainted with a great number of 
ſtreet-beggars, I find ſome weak attempts have been made 
in one or two pariſhes to promote the wearing of badges; 
and my firſt queſtion to thoſe who aſk an alms is, Mere 
is your badge? | have, in ſeveral years, met with about 
a dozen who were ready to produce them, ſome out of 
their pockets, others from under their coat, and two cr 
three on their ſhoulders, only covered with a ſort of capes 
which they could lift up, or let down upon occaſion. 
They are too lazy to work; they are not afraid to ſteal, 
nor aſhamed to beg, and yet are too proud to be fern 
with a badge, as many of them have confeſſed to me, 
and not a few in very injurious terms, particularly the fe- 
males. They all look upon ſuch an obligation as a high 
indignity done to their office. I appeal to all indifferent 
people, whether ſuch wretches deſerve to be relieved. 
As to myſelf, I muſt confeſs, this abſurd inſolence hath 
ſo affected me, that for ſeveral years paſt I have not diſ- 
poſed of one ſingle farthing to a ſtreet beggar, nor intend 
to do ſo until I ſee a better regulation; and I have en- 
deavoured to perſuade all my brother-walkers to follow 
my example, which moſt of them aſſure me they do. 
For, if beggary be not able to beat out pride, it cannot 
deſerve charity. However, as to perſons in coaches and 
chairs, they bear but little of the perſecution we ſuffer, 
and are willing to leave it entirely upon us. 

To 
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To fay the truth, there is not a more undeſerving vi. 
cious race of human-kind than the bulk of thofe who are 
reduced to — , even — this deggarly country. For, 
as a great of our public miſerics is originally owing 
© ar cus Buds (but what thoſe faults are, I am 
by experience too wary to mention) ſo I am confident, 
that among the meaner people nineteen in twenty of thoſe 
who are reduced to a ſtarving condition, did not become 
ſo by what the lawyers call the work of God either upon 
their bodies or goods; but merely from their own idle- 
neſs, attended with all manner of vices, particularly 
drunkeaneſs, thievery, and cheating. 

Whoever enquires, as I have frequently done, from 
thoſe who have aſked me an alms, what was their former 
courſe of life, will find them to have been ſervants in 
good families, broken tradeſmen, labourers, cottagers, 
and what they call decayed houſckeepers ; but (to uſe 
their own cant) reduced by loſſes and croſſes, by which 
nothing can be underſtood but idlenefs and vice. 

As this is the only Chriſtian country where people, con- 
trary to the old maxim, are the poverty, and not the 
riches of the nation; ſo the bleſſing of increaſe and mul» 
tiply is by us converted into a curſe: and, as marriage 
hath been ever countenanced in all free countries, ſo we 
ſhould be leſs miſerable if it were diſcouraged in ours, as 
far as can be conſiſtent with chriſtianity, It is ſeldom 
known in England, that the labourer, the lower mechanic, 
the ſervant, or the cottager, thinks of marrying, until he 
hath ſaved up a ſtock of money ſufficient to carry on his 
buſineſs ; nor takes a wife without a ſuitable portion; and 
as ſeldom fails of making a yearly addition to that ſtock, 
with a view of providing for his children, But in this 
kingdom the cafe is directly contrary, where many thou- 
ſand couples are yearly married, whoſe whole united for- 
tunes, bating the rags on their backs, would not be ſuf- 
ficient to purchaſe a pint of butter · milk for their wedding- 
| ſupper, nor have any proſpect of ſupporting their 4;noure 
able ſtate bat by ſervice or labour, or thievery. Nay, 
their happineſs is often deferred until they find credit to 
borrow, or cunning to ſteal, a ſhilling to pay their popiſh 
prieſt, or infamous couple-beggar. Surely no miraculous 

IN 
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portion of wiſdom would be required to find ſome kind of 
remedy againſt this deſtructive evil, or, at leaſt, not to 
draw the conſequences of it upon our decaying city, the 
nes gon whereof mult of courſe in a few years be- 
come deſolate, or in ruins. 

In all other nations, that are not abſolutely barbarous, 
parents think themſelves bound by the law of nature and 
teaſon to make ſome proviſion for their children; but the 
reaſon offered by the inhabitants of Ireland for marrying 
is, that they may have children to maintain them when 
they grow old, and unable to work. 

1 am informed, that we have been for ſome time paſt 
extremely obliged to England for one very beneficial 
branch of commerce; for, it ſeems, they are grown ſa 
gracious as to tranſmit us continually colonies of beggars, 
in return for a million of money they receive yearly trom 
hence, That I may give no offence, I profeſs to mean 
real Engliſh beggars in the literal meaning of the word, 
as it is uſually underſtood by proteſtants. It ſeems the 
juſtices of the peace and pariſh-officers in the weltern 
coalts of England have a good while followed the trade 
of exporting hither their ſupernumerary beggars, in or- 
der to adrance the Engliſh proteſtant intereſt among us; 
and theſe they are ſo kind to fend over gratis, and duty- 
free. I have had the honour more than once to attend 
large cargoes of them from Cheſter to Dublin: and I was 
then fo ignorant as to give my opinion, that our city 
ſhould receive them into Bridewel, and, after a month's 
reſidence, having been well whipt twice a day, fed with 
bran and water, and put to hard labour, they ſhould be 
returned honeſtly back with thanks, as cheap as they 
came : or, if that were not approved of, I propoſed, that 
whereas one Engliſhman is allowed to be of equal intrin- 
lic value with twelve born in Ireland, we ſhould in juſtice 
return them a dozen for one to diſpolc of as they pleaſed. 

As to the native poor of this city, there would be lit- 
tle or no damage in conſining them to their ſeveral pariſh- 
es. For inſtance: a beggar of the pariſh of St Warbo+ 
rough's, or any other pariſh here, if he be an obje& of 
compaſſion, hath an equal chance to receive his proporti- 
on of alms from cvery charitable hand: becauſe the in- 
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habitants, one or other, walk through every ſtreet in 
town, and give their alms, without conſidering the place, 
wherever they think it may be well diſpoſed of: and 
theſe helps, added to what they get in eatables by going 
from houſe to houſe among the gentry and citizens, will, 
without being very burthenſome, be ſufficient to keep 
them alive. 

It is true, the poor of the ſuburb pariſhes will not have 
altogether the ſame advantage, becauſe they are not e- 
qually in the road of buſineſs and paſſengers: but here it 
is to be conſidered, that the beggars there have not fo 
a title to public charity, becauſe molt of them are 

llers from the country, and compoſe a principal part 
of that great nuiſance which we ought to remove. 

I ſhould be apt to think, that few things can be more 
irkſome to a city minitter, than a number of beggars 
which do not belong to his diſtrict, whom he hath no ob- 
ligation to take care of, who are no part of his flock, and 
who take the bread out of the mouths of thoſe to whom 
it properly belongs. When I mention this abuſe to any 
miniſter of a city-paniſh, he uſually lays the fault upon 
the beadles, who, he ſays, are bribed by the foreign 
beggars; and, as thoſe beadles often keep alchouſes, 
they find their account in ſuch cuſtomers. This evil 
might eaſily be remedied, if the pariſhes would make 
ſome ſmall addition to the ſalaries of a beadle, and be 
more careful in the choice of thoſe officers. But, I con- 
ceive there is one effectual method in the power of every 
miniſter to put in practice; I mean, by making it the in- 
tereſt of all his own original poor to drive out intruders; 
for if the pariſh beggars were abſolutely forbidden by the 
miniſter and church officers to ſuffer ſtrollers to come in- 
to the pariſh, upon pain of themſelves not being permit- 
ted to beg alms at the church-doors, or at the houſes and 
ſhops of the inhabitants, they would prevent interlopers 
more effectually than twenty beadles. | 

And here I cannot but take notice of the great indiſ- 
cretion of our city ſhop-keepers, who ſuffer their doors 
to be daily beſieged by crowds of beggars (as the gates 
of a lord are by duns) to the great diiguſt and vexation 
of many cuſtomers, whom I have frequently obſerved to 

go. 
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go to other ſhops, rather than ſuffer ſach a perſecution ; 
which might eaſily be avoided, if no foreign beggars were 
allowed to infelt them. | 

Wherefore I do aſſert, that the ſhop-keepers, who 
are the greateſt complainers of this grievance, lamenting 
that for every cuſtomer they are worried by fifty beg- 
gars, do very well deſerve what they fatter, when a 
'prentice with a horſe-whip is able to laſh every beggar 
from the ſhop, who is not of the pariſh, and doth not 
wear the badge of that pariſh on his ſhoulder, well faſten- 
ed, and fairly viſible; and if this practice were univerſal 
in every houſe to all the ſturdy vagrants, we ſhould in 
a few weeks clear the town of all mendicants, except 
thoſe who have a proper title to our charity : as for the 
aged and infirm, it would be ſufficient to give them no- 
thing, and then they mult ſtarve, or follow their bre- 
thren, 

It was the city that firſt endowed this hoſpital, and 
thoſe who atterwards contributed, as they were ſuch who 
generally inhabited here, fo they intended what they 
gave to be for the uſe of the city's poor. The revenues, 
which have ſinee been raiſed by parſiament, are wholly 
paid by the city, without the leaſt charge upon any o- 
ther part of the kingdom; and therefore nothing could 
more defeat the original deſign, than to miſapply thoſe 
- revenues on {trolling beggars or baſtards from the coun- 

try, which bears no ſhare in the charges we are at. 

If ſome of the out-pariſhes be over-burthened with 
poor, the reaſon mult be, that the greateſt part of thoſe 
poor are ſtrollers from the country, who neſtic themſelvcs 
where they can find the cheapeſt lodgings, and from 
thence infeſt every part of the town, out of which they 
ought to be whipyed as a moſt infufferable nuiſance, be- 
ing nothing elſe but a profligate clan of thieves, drunk- 
ards, heathens, and whoremongers, fitter to be rooted 
out of the face of the carth, than ſuffered to levy a vaſt 
annual tax upon the city, which ſhares too deep in the 
public miſcries brought on us by the oppreſſions we lie 
under from our neighbours, our brethren, our country- 
men, our fellow-proteſtants, and tellow-ſubjects. 

Some time ago 1 was appointed one of a committee to 
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enquire into the ſtate of the workhouſe ; where we found 
that a charity was beſtowed by a great perſon for a cer. 
tain time, which in its conſequences operated very much 
to the detriment of the houſe; for, when the time was 
elapſed, all thoſe who were ſupported by that charity 
continued on the ſame foot with the reſt on the foundati- 
on; and, being generally a pack of profligate, vaga- 
bond wretches from ſeveral parts of the kingdom, cor- 
rupted all the reſt; ſo partial, or treacherous, or inte- 
refted, or ignorant, or miſtaken, are generally all re- 
commenders, not only to employments, but even to cha- 
rity itſelf. ; 

I know it is complained, that the difficulty of driving 
foreign beggars out of the city is charged upon the be/- 
lowers (as they are called) who find their accounts beſt 
in ſuffering thoſe vagrants to follow their trade through 
every part of the town. But this abuſe might caſily be 
remedied, and very much to the advantage of the whole 
city, if better ſalaries were given to thoſe who execute 
that office in the feveral pariſhes, and would make it 
their intereſt to clear the town of thoſe caterpillars, ra- 
ther than hazard the loſs of an employment that would 
give them an honelt livelihood. Burt, if that ſhould fail, 
yet a general reſolution of never giving charity to a ſtreet 
beggar out of his own pariſh, or without a viſible badge, 
would infallibly force all vagrants to depart. 

There is generally a ragabond ſpirit in beggars, which 
ought to be diſcouraged, and ſeverely punithed. It is 
owing to the ſame cauſes that drove them into poverty; 
I mean, idleneſs, drunkenneſs, and raſh marriages with- 
out the leaſt proſpect of ſupporting a family by honeſt en · 
deavours, which never came into their thoughts, It 1s 
obſerved, that hardly one beggar in twenty looks upon 
hunſelt to be relieved by receiving bread, or other food; 
and they have in this town been frequently ſeen to pour 
out of their pitchers good broth, that hath been given 
them,, into the kenne!; neither do they much regard 
cloaths, unleſs to ſeil them; for their rags are part of 
their tools with which they work : they want only ale, 
brandy, and other ſtrong liquors, which cannot be had 
without money: and money, as they conccive, always 
abounds in the metropolis, Ro 
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I had ſome other thoughts to offer upon this ſubject. 
But as I am a deſponder in my nature, and have tolera- 
bly well diſcovered the diſpoſition of our people, who ne- 
ver will move a ſtep towards caſing themſelves from any 
one ſingle grievance ; it will be thought, that I have al- 
ready fad too much, and to little or no purpoſe, which 
hath often been the fate or fortune of the writer. 


April, 22, 1737. 


J. SWIFT. 
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Anvics to the freemen of the city of Dub 
lin, in the choice of a Meme to repre- 
ſent them in ParLiaviext *. 


HOSF. few writers, who, ſince the death of alder> 

man Burton, have, employed their pens in giving 

advice to our citizens, how they ſhould proceed in elect- 

ing a new repreſentative for the next ſeſſions, having laid 

ade their pens ; I have reafon to hope, that all true lov- 

ers of their country in general, and particularly thoſe who 

have any regard for the privileges and liberties of this 

»1eat and ancient city, will think a ſecond, and a third 

tinie, before they come to a final determination upon what 
perſon they reſolve to fix their choice, 

t am told, there are only two perſons, who ſet up for 
candidates; one is the preſcut lord mayor , and the o- 
ther , a gentleman of good eſteem, and alderman of the 
city, a merchant of reputation, and poſſeſſed of a con- 
ſiderable office | under the crown. The queſtion is, 
which of theſe two perſons it will be moſt for the advan- 
tage of the city to elect? I have but little acquaintance 
with either, fo that my enquiries will be very unpartial, 
and drawn only from the general character and fituation 
of both. 

In order to this, I muſt offer my countrymen and fel. 
low citizens ſome reaſons why 1 think they ought to be 
more than ordinarily careful at this juncture, upon whom 
they bettow their votes. 5 

To per foam this with more clearneſs, it may be pro- 
per to give you a ſhort ſtate of our unfortunate country. 


This picce was publiſh-d in the year 1733; and as it 
way be uſt fel upon a Ike occaſion, we have here given it a 
place, 

+ Humpbry French. 

John Macarzll. 

| Rcvitter ro the barracks 
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We conſiſt of two parties, I do not mean popiſh and 


proteſtant, high and low church, epiſcopal and ſectari- 
is and tory 


farthing t 
if they were qualified to think at all. 

Civil employments of all kinds have been for ſeveral 
years paſt with great prudence made precarious, and dur- 
ing pleaſure; by which means the poiſeſſors are, and 
mult inevitably be, for ever dependant: yet thoſe very 
few of any conſequence, which being dealt with fo ſpar- 
ing a hand to perſons born among us, are enough to keep 
hope alive in great numbers, who deſire to mend their 
condition by the favour of thoſe in power. Fe 
Now, my dear fellow-citizens, how is it | 
can conceive, that any perſon, who holds an oithce of 
ſome hundred pounds a year, which may be taken trom 
him whenever power ſhall think fit, will, if he ſhould be 
choſen a member for any city, do the leaſt thing when he 
lits in the houſe, that he knows or fears may be diſplea- 
ling to thoſe who gave him, or continue him in that of- 
fice? Believe me, theſe are no times to expect ſuch an 
exalted degree of vit tue from mortal men. Blazing ftars 
are much more frequently ſeen than ſuch heroical wor- 
thies. And I could ſooner hope to find ten thouſand 
pounds by digging in my garden, than ſuch a phznix by 
ſearching among the preſent race of mankind, 

| cannot torbear thinking it a very erroneous as well as 
modern maxim of politics in the Enghth nation, to take 
every opportunity of depreſſing Ireland, whereof an hun- 
Ee 3 dred 
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dred inſtances may be. produced in points of the higheſt 
importance, had within the memory of every middle-aged 
man: although many of the greateſt perſons among that 
party which now prevails, have formerly, upon that ar- 
ticle, much differed in their opinion from their preſent 
fucceflars. s. 

Hut fo the fact ſtands at preſent. It is plain, that the 
court and country party here (I mean in the houſe of 
commons) very ſcidom agree in any thing but their loy- 
alry to his preſent majeity, their refolurigns to make him 
and his viceroy eaſy in the government, to the utmoſt of 
their power, under the preſent condition of the kin 
But theaperions ſent from England. who (to a trifle) are 
poſſeſied of the ſole executive power in all its branches, 
with their few adherents in policthon who were born 
here, and hundreds of expectants, hopers, and promiſ- 
ſecs, put on quite contrary notions with regard to Ireland. 
They» count upon a univerſal ſubmiſhon to whatever ſhall 
be demanded ; wherein they act fafcly, becauſe none of 
themſelves, except the candidates, fecl the leaſt of our 
preffures. P | 

I remember a perſon of diſtinction ſome days ago af- 
firmed ia a good deal of mixcd company, and of both 
parties, that the gentry from England, who now enjoy 
our higheſt employments of all kinds, can never be pol- 
fibly loſers of one farthing by the greateſt calamities that 
tan befal this kingdom, except a plague that would ſweep 
away a million of our hewers of” wood, and drawers of 
ewater : Or an invalion that would fright our grandees out 
of the kingdom. For this perſon argued, that while 
there was 2 penny left in the treaſury, the civil and mi- 
mary hit maſt be paid; and that the epiſcopal revenues, 
which are utually farmed out at fx times below the real 
value, could hardly fail. He inſiſted farther, that, as 
money dimimthed, the price of all neceifaries for lite 
mutt of conſequenct do fo roa, which would be for the 
ale antage of all perſons in employment, as well as of my 
lords the biſhops, and to the ruia of every body elſe. 
Among the cumpeny there wanted not men in office, be- 
fades unc or two expectants : yet I did aot oblcrve any of 
them dupoſced to tccturn an anſwer: but the conſequences 
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drawn were theſe: that the, great men in power ſent hi- 
ther from the other ſide were by no means upon the ſame 
foot with his majelty's other ſubjects of lieland. . They 
had ao common ligament to bind them with us; they ſuf- 
ſered not with our ſufferings, and if it were poſſible for 
us to have any cauſe of rejoicing, they could not rejoice 
with us. 

Suppoſe a perſon, born iu this kingdom, ſhall ha 
by his ſervices for the ne 
ment conferred on him worth four hundred pounds a ycar; 
and that he hath likewiſe an eſtate in land worth four hun- 
dred pounds a year more ; ſuppoſe him to fit in parlia ; 
ment: then, ſuppoſe a land tax to be brought in of five 
ſhillings a pound for ten years; I tell you how this gen- 
tleman will compute. Fic hath four hundred pounds a 
year in land: the tax he mult pay yearly is one hundred 

unds ; by which, in ten years, he will pay only a thou- 
Rad But if he gives his vote againſt this tax, 
he will loſe four thouſand pounds by being turned out of 
his employment, together with the power and influence 
he hath, by virtue or colour of his employment; and thus 
the balance will be againſt hun three thouſand pounds. 

I defire, my fellow-citizens, you will pleaſe to call to 
mind how many perſons you can vouch for among your 
acquaintance, who have fo much virtue and ſelf-demal, 
2s to loſe four hundred pounds a year for life, together 
with the {miles and favour of power, and the hopes of 
higher advancement, merely out of a generous love of 
his country. 

The contentions of parties in England are very differ- 
ent from thoſ2 among us. The battle there is fought for 
power and riches; and fo it is indeed among us: bur, 
whether a great employment be given to Tom or to 
Peter, they were both born in England, the profits are 
to be ſpear there, All employments (except a very 
few) are beſtowed on the natives: they do not fend to 
Germany, Holland, Sweden, or Denmark, much leſs to 
Ireland, for chancellors, biſhops, judges, or other offi- 
cers. Their ſalaries, whether well or ill got, are em- 
ployed at home: ang whatever their morals or politics 
be, the nation is not the poorer, 
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wiſe men think are not yet effectual enough, and many of 
them are rendered ineffectual by leaving the power of re- 
eleftion. Our houſe of commons conſiſts, I think, of a- 


bout three hundred members; if one hundred of theſe 
ſhould be made up of perſons already provided 
101 , compliers, eaſy to be per- 
ſuch give a vote for a friend who is in 

Hopes to get ſomething ; if they be merry companions, 


without ſuſpicion, of a natural baſhfulneſs, not apt or 
able to look forwards ; if good words, ſmiles, and careſ- 
ſes, have any power over them, the larger part of a ſe- 
cond hundred may be very eaſily brought in at a molt rea- 
ſonable rate. 
There is an Engliſhman * of no long ſtanding among 
us, but in an employment of great truſt, power, and pro- 
fit. This excellent perſon did lately publiſh, at his own 
„a pamphlet printed in England by authority, to 
juſtify the bill for a general exciſe, or inland duty, in or- 
der to introduce that bleſſed ſcheme among us. What 
a tender care maſt ſuch an Engliſh patriot for Ireland have 
of our intereſt, if he ihould condeſcend to fit in our par- 
khament I will bridle my indignation. However, me- 
thinks 1 long to fee that mortal, who would with plea- 
ſure blow us up all at a blaſt: but, he duly receives his 
thouſand pounds a ycar; makes his progreſs like a king; 
is received in pump at every town + and village where he 
travels, an ſhines in i Englith news-papers. 
| will now apply what I have ſaid to you, my brethren, 
and feilow-citizens. Count upon it, as a truth rext to 
your cred, that no one pe. ſon in office, of which he is 
not maiter for life, whether born here or in England, will 
ever hazard that uthce tor the goud of this country. 


* Fdward Thom fn, Tf; ; member of parliament for York, 
and à commiſhoner of the reverue of Ircland. 

F Mr Thompſon vas prefented with his freedom of ſeveral 
COrp vi dtiuns in ireland, 
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candidates is of this kind, and I believe him 


you contribute or give city | 
pay him the value of his employment, if it ſhould 
from him, during his life, for voting on all oc- 
caſions with the honeſt country party an the houſe? al- 
though I much queſtion, whether he would do it, even 
upon that condition. 

Wherefore, fince there are but two candidates, I in- 
treat you will fix on the preſent lord- mayor. He hath 
ſhewn more virtue, more activity, more ſkill, in one 
year's government of the city, than an hundred years 
can equal. He hath endeavoured with great ſucceſs to 
baniſh frauds, corruptions, and all other abuſes from a- 
mongſt you. 

A dozen ſuch men in power would be able to reform 
a kingdom. He hath no employment under the crown; 
nor is likely to get or ſolicit for any; his education hay- 
ing not turned him that way. I will aſſure for no man's 
future conduct; but he who hath hitherto practiſed the 
rules of virtue with ſo much difficulty, in ſo great and 
buſy a ſtation, deſerves your thanks, and the belt re- 
turn you can make him; and you, my brethren, have 
no other to give him, than that of repreſenting you in 
parliament. Tell me not of your engagements and pro- 
miſes to another. Your promiſes were fins of inconſi- 
deration, at belt; and you are bound to repent and an- 
nul them. That gentleman, although with good repu- 
tation, is already engaged on the other fide, He hath 
four hundred pounds a year under the crown, which he 
is too wiſe to part with, by ſacrificing ſo good an eſta- 
bliſhment to the empty names of virtue, and love of his 
country. I can aſſure you, the DrAarieR is in the in- 
tereſts of the preſent lord · mayor, whatever you may be 
told to the contrary, I have lately heard him declare 
o in public company, and offer ſome of theſe very rea- 
ſons in defence of his opinion; although he bath a re- 
gard and efteem for the other gentleman, but would not 
aotwer the good of the city and the Kingdom for a com- 
pliment. 

The 
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The lord-mayor's ſeverity to ſome unfair dealers 
not turn the honeſt men among them againſt him. 
ever he did, was for the advantage of thoſe very 
traders whoſe diſhoneſt members he puniſhed. He hath 
hitherto been above temptation to act wrong; and there- 
fore, as mankind goes, he is the moſt likely to act right 
as a repreſentative of your city, as he conſtantly did in 
the government of it. 


1 


Some ConspEraTIONs humbly offered to the 
Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, the 
court of Aldermen and Common Council 


of the Hon. city of Dublin, in the choice 
of a RecorDER *. 


HE office of recorder to this city being vacant by 

the death of a very worthy gentleman: it is ſaid, 
that five or fix perſons are ſoliciting to ſucceed him in the 
employment. I am a ſtranger to all their perſons, and 
to molt of their characters; which latter, I hope, will 
at this time be canvaſſed with more decency, than it ſome- 
rimes happeneth upon the like occaſions. Therefore, as 
I am wholly impartial, I can with more freedom deliver 
my thoughts, how the ſeveral perſons and parties con- 
cerned ought to proceed in electing a recorder for this 
great and ancient city. 


And firit, as it is a very natural, fo I can by no means 
think it an unreaſonable opinion, that the ſons or near re- 
lations of aldermen, and other deſerving citizens, ſhould 
be duly regarded, as proper competitors for an employ- 
ment in the city's diſpoſal : provided they be equally 
qualified with other candidates; and, provided that ſuch 
employments require no more than common abilities and 
common honeity. But, in the choice of a recorder, the 
caſe is intirely different. He ought to be a perſon of 
good abilitics in his calling; of an unſpotted character; 
an able practitioner; onc who hath occaſionally merited 
of this city before: he ought to be of ſome maturity in 
years; a member of parliament, and likely to continue 
ſo; regular in his life; firm in his loyalty to the Hano- 


* Upon the death of Mr Stute, recorder of the city of 


Dublin, in the year 1733, ſeveral genilemen declared them- 
ſelves candidates to ſucceed him: upon which the Dean wrote 


this paper; and Eaton Sctanverd, EG; (a gentleman of gicat 


worth and houver, and very knowing in his profcſGon,;, was e- 
lefted, | 
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ver ſucceſſion; indulgent to tender conſciences; but, at 
the ſame time, a firm adherer to the eſtabliſhed church, 
If he be ſuch a one, who hath already fat in parliament, 
it ought to be enquired of what weight he was there; 
whether he voted on all occaſions for the good of his 
country; and particularly for advancing the trade and 
freedom of this city: whether he be engaged in any fucti - 
on, either national or religious: and laſtly, whether he 
be a man of courage; not to be drawn from his duty by 
the frown or menaces of power, nor capable to be cor- 
rupted by allurements or bribes. — Theſe and many other 
55 are of inſinitely more conſequence than that 

ngle circumſtance of being deſcended by a direct or col- 
lateral line from any alderman, or diſtinguiſhed citizen, 
dead or alive. b 
There is not a dealer or ſhop-keeper in this city of an 
ſubſtance, whoſe thriving, leſs or more, may not depend 
upon the good or ill conduct of a recorder. He is to 
watch every motion in parliament, that may the leaſt af- 
fe& the freedom, trade, or welfare of it. 

In this approaching ele tion, the commons, as they are 

a numerous body, ſo they ſeem to be molt concerned in 
point of intereſt ; and their intereſt ought to be molt re- 
garded, becauſe it altogether dependeth upon the true in- 
tereſt of the city. They have no private views; and 
giving their votes, as I am informed, by ballotting, they 
ie under no awe, or fear of diſobliging competitors. It 
is therefore hoped, that they will duly conſider, which 
of the candidates is moſt likely to advance the trade of 
themſclves and their brother citizens; to defend their li- 
bertics, both in and ont of parliament, againſt all attempts 
of encroachment or oppreſhon. And ſo God direct them 
in the choice of a recorder, who may for many years ſup- 
ply that important office with ſkill, diligence, courage, 
and fidelity, And Jet all the people ſay, Auen. 


The 
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The LasT Sezen and Dying Worps of E- 
BENEZER ELLIs Tod, who was executed the 
2d day of May 1722. 


Publiſhed at his deſire, for the common good. 


[About the time that the following ſpeech was written, the 
town was much peſtered with ftreet-robbers ; who, in a barbar- 
ous manner, would ſeize on gentlemen, and take them into 
remote corners, and after they had robbed them, would leave 
them bound and gagged. It is remarkable, that this ſpeech 
had ſo good an effect, that there have been very few robberies 
of that kind committed fince.] 


AM now going to ſuffer the juſt puniſhment for my 
crimes, preſcribed by the law of God and my coun- 

I know it is the conſtant cuſtom, that thoſe who 

come to this place ſhould have ſpeeches made for them, 
and cried about in their own hearing, as they are carried 
to cxccution ; and truly they are ſuch ſpeeches, that, al- 
though our fraternity be an ignorant illiterate people, they 
would make a man aſhamed to have ſuch nonſenſe and 
falſe Engliſh charged upon him, even when he is going to 
the gallows. They contain a pretended account of our 
birth and family, of the fact for which we are to die, of 
our ſincere repentance, and a declaration of our religion. 
I cannot expect to avoid the ſame treatment with my pre- 
deceſſors. However, having had an education one or 
two degrees better than thoſe of my rank and profeſſion; 


F This picce hal a moſt excellent effect. The thieves, 
vagabonds, and all the lower clais of people, thought it the 
real work of Ebcnezer Elliſton, who had received the grounds 
of a good education; and the ſtyle of this paper is fo nutural 
for a perſon in ſuch circumſtances, that it would almoſt deceive 
the niceſt judgment, Crrery. 

Vor. III. A I hare 


340 THE LAST SPEECH OP 


have been conſidering, ever ſince my commitment, what 
it might be proper for me to deliver upon this occaſion, 

And firſt, 1 cannot fay from the bottom of my heart, 
that I am truly ſorry for the offence I have given to God 
and the world; but I am very much fo, for the bad ſuc- 
ceſs of my villanics in bringing me to this untimely end. 
For it is plainly evident, that after having ſome time ago 
obtained a pardon from the crown, I again took up my 
old trade; my evil habits were ſo rooted in me, and 1 
was grown fo unfit for any other kind of employment. 
And therefore, although in compliance with my friends, 
I reſolve to go to the gallows after the uſual manner, 
knecling, with a book in my hand, and my eyes lift up ; 
yet I ſhall fee! no more devotion in my heart than I hare 
obſerved in my comrades, who have becn drurk among 
common whores the very night before their execution. 1 
can ſay farther from my own knowlege, that two of my 
fraternity after they had been hanged, and wonderfully 
came to life, and made their cſcapes, as it ſometimes hap- 
tens, proved afterwards the wickedeit rogues I ever knew, 
ard ſo continued until they were hanged again for good 
and all; and yet they had the impudence at both times 
they went to the gallows to ſmite their breaſts, and lift 
up their eycs to heaven all the way. 

Secondly, From the knowlege I have of my own wick - 
c diſpoſitions, and that of my comrades, I gie it as my 
opton, that nothing can be more untortunate to the 
public, than the merey of the government in erer par- 
doning or tranſporting us; unleſs when we betray one a- 
nuther, 23 we never fail to do, if we are furc to be well 
paid, and then a pardon may do good; by the ſame rule, 
That it is better to have but one f5x ina farm than ii re- 
or fe ir. But we generally make a ſhift to return after 
being tranſported, and are ten times greater rogues than 
before, and much more cunning. Eeſides, I know it by 
exrerience, thut ſome hope we have of finding mercy, 
v. hen we arc tried, or after we are condemned, is always 
a. arent encouragement to us | 

Thirdly, Nothing is more dangerous to idle young fel- 
lows than the company of thoſe odious common whores 
ve frequent, and of which this town is full: thefe wretch- 
rs put us upon all miſchict ro fecd their lults and extra- 

vagan- 
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vagancies : they are ten times more bloody and cruel than 
men, their advice is always not to ſpare if we are purſu- 
ed; they get drunk with us, and are common to us all; 
and yet, if they can get any thing by it, are ſure to be 
our betrayers. 

Now as I ama dying man, ſomething I have done which 
may be of good uſe to the public. I have left with an ho- 
ne{t man (and indeed the only honeſt man 1 was ever ac- 
quainted with) the names of all my wicked brethren, the 
preſent places of their abode, with a ſhort account of the 
chief crimes they have committed; in many of which 1 
have been their accomplice, and heard the reſt from their 
own mouths; I have likewiſe ſet down the names of 
thoſe we call our ſetters, of the wicked houſes we fre- 
quent, and of thoſe who receive aid buy our ſtolen gooce. 
1 have folemnly charged this honeſt man, and have re- 
ceived his promiſe upon oath, that whenever he hears of 
any rogue to be tried for robbing, or kouſe-breaking, he 
will look into his liit, and if he finds the name there of 
the thick concerned, to fend the whole paper to the go- 
verament, Of this I here give my companions fair aad 
public warning, and hope they will take it. 

In the paper abovemertioned, which I left with my 
friend, I have ailo ſer down the names of ſeveral gentic- 
men ha have been robbed in Dublin ſtreets for three 
years palt: I have told the circumſtances of thoſe rob- 
berics ; and ſhewn plainly that nothing but the want of 
common courage was the cauſe of their misfortune, { 
have therefore defired my friend, that whenever any 
gentlemaa happens to be robbed in the ſlrcets, he will 
get that relation printed and publihed with the firft let- 
ters of thuſe geaticmens names, who by their own wart 
of bravery are likely to be tlic cauſe of all the mitchief of 
that kind, which may happen for the future. 

I cannot leave the xorld withour a thort deſcription of 
that kind of life, which I have led for ſome years pait ; 
and is exactly the fame with the reſt of our wicked bre- 

thren. | 
Although we are generally ſo corrupted from our child- 
hood, as to have no ſenſe of goodneſs ; yet ſomething 
heavy always hangs about as, I know not what it is, that 
we are never caſy till we are half drunk among our whores 
F f 2 and 
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and companions ; nor ſteep ſound, unleſs we drink long · 
er than we can ſtand. If we go abroad in the day, a 
wiſe man would caſily find us to be rogues by our faces, 
we have ſuch a ſuſpicious, fearful, and conſtrained coun- 
tenance; often turning back, and linking through narrow 
lanes and alleys, I have never failed of knowing a bro- 
ther thief by his looks, though I never ſaw him before. 
Every man among us keeps his particular whore, who is 
however common ro us all, when we have a mind to 
change. When we have got a booty, if it be in money, 
we divide it equally among our companions, and ſoon 
{quander it away on our vices in thoſe houſes that receive 
us; for the maſter and miſtreſs, and the very tapſter, go 
fnacks; and beſides make us pay triple reckonings. If 
our plunder be plate, watches, rings, ſnuff-boxes, and 
the hke ; we have cuſtomers in all quarters of the town 
to take them off, 1 have ſeen a tank ard worth fifteen 
pounds fold to a fellow in ſtreet for twenty ſhillings; 
and a gold watch for thirty. I have ſet down his name, 
and that of ſeveral others in the paper already mention- 
ed. We have ſetters watching in corners, and by dead 
walls, to give us notice when a gentleman goes by; eſpe- 
cially if he be any thing in drink. I believe in my con- 
ſcience, that if an account were made of @ thouſand 
pounds in ſtolen goods; conſidering the low rates we fell 
them at, the bribes we muſt give for concealment, the 
extortions of ale-houſe reckonings, and other neceſſary 
charges, there would not remain fifty pounds clear to be 
divided among the robbers. And out of this we mult 
find cloaths for our whores, beſides treating them from 
morning to night; who m requital reward us with no- 
thing but treachery and the pox. For when our money 
is gone, they are every moment threatning to inform a- 
21a{t us, if we will not go out and look for more. If 
any thing in this world be like hell, as I have heard it de- 
{cribed by our clergy, the trueit picture of it mult be in 
the back-room of one of our ale-houſes at midnight; 
where a crew of robbers and their whores are met toge- 
ther after a booty, and are beginning to grow drunk; 
from which time, until they are paſt their ſenſes, is ſuch 
2 continued horrible noiſe of curſing, blaſphemy, lewd- 
neſs, ſcurrility, and brutiſh behaviour, ſuch roaring and 
con» 
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confuſion, ſuch a clutter of mugs and pots at each other's 
heads; that Bedlam, in compariſon, is a ſober and or- 
derly place. At laſt they all tumble from their ſtools 
and benches, and ſleep away the reſt of the night; and 
generally the landlord or his wife, or ſome other whore 
who has a ſtronger head than the reſt, picks their pock- 
ers before they wake. The misfortune is, that we can 
never be eaſy till we are drunk; and our drunkenneſs 
conſtantly expoſes us to be more caſily betrayed and 
taken. 

This is a ſhort picture of the life I have led; which 
is more miſerable than that of the poorelt labourer who 
works for four pence a day; and yet cuſtom is fo ſtrong, 
that I am confident, if I could make my eſcape at the 
foot of the gallows, I ſhould be following the ſame courſe 
this very evening. So that upon the whole, we ought 
to be looked upon as the common enemies of mankind : 
whole intcreſt it is to root us out like wolves and other 
miſchievous vermin, againſt which no fair play is requiree, 

If I have done ſervice to men in what I have ſaid, 1 
ſhall hope 1 have done ſervice to God; and that will be 
better than a filly ſpeech made for me, full of whining 
and canting, which | utterly dt ſpiſe, and have never been 
uſed to; yet fach a one I expect to have my cars tor- 
mented with, as 1 am paſting along the ſtreets. 

Good people, tare ve well; bad as I am, I leave ma- 
ny worſe behind me. I hope you ſhall fee me dic like a 
man the death ot a dog. 


— — — — —— — — 
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much greater conſequence to the world, that our 
town of Dublin doth not want its due proportion of 
folly and vice both native and imported; and as to thoſe 


] T may be laid, without offence to other cities of 


* The Intelligencer was a weekly paper undertaken by the 
dean and Dr Skerxidan in 1728, of which no more than twenty 
numbers were ever publiſhed. The rt, 34, 5th, 7th, th, ſome 
verſes in the Sth, and at the end of the r-th, the 5th, and 
the x9th, were written by the Dean. The $th, and 7th, are 
put together and printed as they were publiched by Mr Pope in 


the 4th volume of their miſcellanics, under the title of An E, 


fay on the fates of clergymen, vol. 7. The poetry in the 8th, is 
the dialogue between mad Mullinic and Timothy, which is print- 
ed, as it was alſo claſſed by Mr Pope, in vol. 6th. The gth 
he intitled An efſuy on modera educaiion, and by that name it 
will be found in vol. 7th; the verſes at the end of the 1cth, 
called Tim and the Fables, are printed in vol 7th. The 15th 
is a pamphlet which Dr Sherridan, having written a ſhort intro» 
duction, took into the In telligencer, mercly to ſave the labour 
of writing a paper. It is printed in volume 3. and intitled, 4 
ert wiew of the ſtats of Ireland. No. 19. is alſo a tract which 
has been before publiſted by itſelf, and was taken into the Tu- 
Felliencer for the ſame reaſon as the former. The dean and the 
tottor ſoon becume weary of a periodical work, in which they 
were diſappointed of aſſiſtance: the price was but one halfpenny ; 
and fo few were ſoid, that the printer could not afford to en- 
e4;7e à young man of proper quelifications to work up ſuch hints 
as ihould be ſent him; of which there were enough, and which 
the un.lertakers 1pcd thus to communicate with leſs labour zo 
the public. The Iutellig encers were collected into a volumes, and 
reprintcd in Evgland in 1739. See letter 62. vol. 8. 
imported, 
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imported, we have the advantage to receive them laſt, 
and conſequently, after our happy manner, to improve 
and refine upon them. 

But, becauſe there are many effects of Holly and vice 
among us, wherco! ſome are general, others confined to 
ſmaller numbers, and our: gain perhaps to a few indi- 
viduals ; there is a ſociety latcly eſtabliſied, who at great 
expence have erected an office of inte(/,zece, from which 
they are to receive weekly information ot ati important 
events and /ingularities, which this famous metropolis can 
furniſh. Strict injunctions are given to have the trueſt 
information; in order to which, certain qualified perſons 
are employed to attend upon duty in their ſeveral polts ; 
ſome at the play-houſe, others in churches, ſome at balls, 
aſſemblies, coffee-houſes, and meetings for quaadrille ; 
ſome at the ſeveral courts of juftice, both /ſfiritual and 
temporal; ſome at the college, ſome upon my lord mayor 
and aldermen in their public affairs; laſtly, ſome to con- 
verſe with favourite chamber-maids, and to frequent 
thoſe ale-houſes and brandy-/hops where the fcotmen of 
great families meet in a morning ; only the * Barracks 
and parliament-houſe are excepted ; becauſe we have yet 
found no + enfans perdus bold enough to venture their 
perſons at either. Out of theſe and ſome other ffore- 
houſes, we hope to gather materials enough to inſorm, or 
divert, or correct, or vex the town. 

But as fads, paſſages, and adventures of all kinds are 
like to have the greateſt ſhare in our paper, whereof we 
cannot always anſwer for the truth; due care ſhall be 
taken to have them applied to feigned names, whereby 
all juſt offence will be removed; for if none be guilty, 
none will have cauſe to bluſh or be angry; if otherwiſe, 
then the guilty perſon is ſafe for the future upon his pre- 
ſent amendment, and fafe for the preſent from all but his 
own conſcience. 

There is another reſolution taken among us, which I 
fear will give a greater and more general diſcontent, and is 
of ſo ſingular a nature, that J have hardly confidence en- 


* Barracks, Buildings for the lodgment of ſuldiers. 
F Enfars perdus, Forlorn hope, See preface to tle biſhop 
of Sarum's introduction, Vol. 7. 
cu" 
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ough to mention it, although it be abſolutely neceſſary by 
way of apology for /o bold and unpopular an attempt. 
Burt ſo it is, that we have taken a deſperate counſel to 
produce into the world every diſtinguiſhed action either 
of juſtice, prudence, generoſity, charity, friendſhip, or 
public ſpirit, which comes well atteſted to us. And al- 
though we ſhall neither here be ſo daring as to aſſign 
names, yet we ſhall hardly forbear to give ſome hints, 
that perhaps, to the great diſpleaſure of ſuch deferving 
perſons, may endanger a diſcovery. For we think that 
even virtue itſelf ſhould ſubmit to ſuch a mortification, 
as by its vi/ib:/ity and example will render it more uſeful 
to the world. But however, the readers of theſe papers 
need not be in pain of being overcharged with fo dull and 
ungrateful a ſubject. And yet who knows, but ſuch an 
occaſion may be offered to us once in a year or two, after 
we have ſettled a correſpondence round the kingdom. 
But after all our boaſts of materials ſent us by our ſe- 
veral emiſſaries, we may probably ſoon fall ſhort, if the 
town will not be pleaſed to lend us further aſſiitance to- 
wards entertaining itſelf. The world beſt knows its own 
faults and virtues, and whatever is ſent ſhall be faithfully 
returned back, only a little embelliſhed according to the 
cuſtom of auTkors. We do therefore demand and 
expedt continual advertiſements in great numbers to be 
ſent to the PRINTER of this paper, who hath employed 
a judicious 7 "hops to collect ſuch as may be molt uſcful 
tor the public. | 
And although we do not intend to expoſe our own per- 
ſuns by mentioning names, yet we are ſo far from requir- 
iog the fame caution in our correſpondents, that on the 
contrary we expretsly charge and command them, in all 
the facts they ſcud us to fer dovm the names, titles, ard 
places of abode at length; together with a very particu- 
lar deſeription of the p-rſoz5, dreſſes, diſpoſitions of the 
ſevcral lords, ladies, 'ſquires, madums, lawyers, game- 
ere, teupees, foils, wits, rakes, and inſormers, whom 
they {hall have occaſion to mention; otherwiſe it will not 
be pollible for us to adjuit our ſtyle to the different qua- 
litics, and capacities of the perſons concerned, and treat 
them with the reſpect or fanuiarilz, that may be due to 
ther ſtuticus and charudters, which we arc determined to 
o- 
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obſerve with the utmoſt ſtriftneſs, that none may have 
cauſe to complain. 


NUMBER III. 


Ipſe per omnes 
Bit perſenas, et turbam reddet in unam. 


HE players having now almoſt done with the co- 

medy called the Beggar's Opera for the ſeaſon ; 

it may be no unpleaſant ſpeculation, to reflect a little up- 

on this dramatic piece, fo ſingular in the ſubje& and 

manner, ſo much an original, and which hath frequently 
given ſo very agreeable an entertainment“. 

Although an evil taſte be very apt to prevail, both 
here and in London; yet there is a point, which whoe- 
yer can rightly touch will never fail of pleaſing a very 
great majority; ſo great, that the diſlikers out of dul- 
neſs or affectation will be filent, and forced to fall in with 
the herd: the point I mean, is what we call humour ; 
which in its perfection is allowed to be much preferable 
to wit; if it be not rather the molt uſeful and agreeable 
ſpecies of it. 

I agree with Sir William Temple, that the word is pe- 
culiar to our Engliſh tongue; but I differ from him in the 
opinion, that the thing itfelf is peculiar to the Engliſh 
nation, becauſe the contrary may be found in many Spa- 
niſh, Italian, and French productions: and particularly, 
whoever hath a taſte for true humour will find an hund- 
red inſtances of it in thoſe volumes printed in France un- 
der the name of Le Theatre Italien; to ſay nothing of 
Rabelais, Cervantes, and many others. 

Now I take the comedy, or farce, (or whatever name 
the critics will allow it) called the Beggar's Opera to ex- 
cel in this article of Hur; and upon that merit to 
have met with ſuch prodigious ſucceſs, both here and in 
England. 

As to peetry, eloquence, and muſfe, which are ſaid to 
have molt power over the minds of men; it is certain that 


* See letters to and from Dr Swift, vol. 8. 
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very few have a taſte or fudgment of the excellencies of 
the two former; and if a man ſucceed in either, it is u 
on the authority of thoſe few judges, that lend their taſte 
to the bulk of readers, who have none of their own. 1 
am told there are as few gcod judges | in 7 gie; and that 
among thoſe who crowd the -/-ras, nine in ten go thi- 
ther merely out of curic/ity, j ion, or affectation. 

But a tale for bumcu/ is in une manner fixed to the 
very nature of man, and genera. obvious to the vulgar, 
except upon ſubjects too refined, and ſuperior to their 
underſtanding. 

And, as this 24e of Humour is purely natural, fo is 
humeur welt; neither is it a talent confined to men of 
ait or learning ; for we obſerve it ſometimes among 
common ſervants, and the incaneſt of the people, while 
2 very owners are often ignorant of the gift they poſ- 
ſeſs. 

I know very well, that this happy talent is contemp- 
tibly treated by critics under the name of lou humour, 
or /;w comedy ; but I know likewiſe that the Spaniards 
and Italians, who are allowed to have the moſt wit of 
any nations in Europe, do molt excel in it, and do molt 
eſteem it. 

By what diſpoſition of the mind, what influence of the 
. ſtars, or what ſituation of the climate, this endowment 
is beſtowed upon mankind, may be a queſtion fit for hi- 
laſaphers to diſcuſs. It is certaivly the beſt ingredient 
towards that kind of ſatire, v hich is mo{t uſeful and gives 
the leaſt oftence ; which, intte.d of laſhing, laughs men 
out of their follies and vices; and is the character, that 
gives Horace the preference to Juvenal. 

And, although ſome things are too ſerious, ſolemn, or 
ſacred to be turn: 1 ridicule, yer the abuſes of them 
are certaicly not; fince it is allowed that corruptions in 
religion, 2 ca, and lane, may be proper 79pic: for this 
kind of e. 

There are two ends, that men propoſe in writing ſa- 
tire: ove of them leſs noble than the other, as regard- 

ing uc thing further than the private ſatisfaction and plea- 

ſure of the writer; but without any view towards per- 
ſonal malice : the other is a public ſpirit, prompting men 
of genius and virtue to mend the world as far as they ” 

able. 
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able. And as both theſe ends are innocent, ſo the lat- 
ter is highly commendable. With regard to the former 
I demand, whether I have not as good a title to laugh as 
men have to be ridiculous; and to expoſe vice, as ano- 
ther hath to be vicious. If I ridicule the follies and cor- 
ruptions of a court, a miniſtry, or a ſenate, are they not 
amply paid by pen/rors, titles, and praver, while I expect 
and deſire no other reward, than that of laughing with a 

few friends in a corner? yet if thoſe, who take offence, 
think me in the wrong, I am ready to change the ſcene 
with them, whenever they pleaſe. 

But, if my deſign be to make mankind better, then I 
think it is my duty; at leaſt, I am ſure it is the intereſt 
of thoſe very courts and ;1:inijters, whole follies or vices 
I ridicule, to reward me for my good intentions : for if 
it be reckoned a high point of wiſdom to get the laughers 
on our ſide ; it is much more eaſy, as well as wiſc, to 
get thoſe on our fide, who can make millions laugh when 
they pleaſe. | 

My reaſon for mentioning courts, and miniſters, 

{whim I neter ii int an but with the moſt profound ve- 
neration is, becauſe an opinion obtains, that in the Beg- 
gar's Opera there appears to be ſome reflection upon 
courtiers and ſtateſmen, whereof I am by no means a 
judge. 
a It is true indeed, that Mr Gay, the author of this 
picce, hath been ſomewhat ſingular in the courſe of his 
fortunes ; for it hath happened, that after fourteen vears 
attending the cart, with a large ſtock of real merit, a 
modeſt and agreeable converſation, a hundred promiſes, 
and five hundred friends, he hath failed of preterment ; 
and upon a very weighty reaſon. He lay under the ſuſ- 
picion of having written a libel, or lampoon againſt a 
great * miniſter. It is true, that great miniſter was de- 
monſtratively convinced, and publicly owned his conxicti- 
on, that Mr Gay was not the author; but having lain 
under the ſuſvicton, it ſcemed very juſt that he thould 
| ſuffer the punithmenrt ; becauſe in this moſt reformed age, 
the virtues of a prime miniſter are no more to be ſuſpect- 
ed, than the chaitity of Cæſar's wife. 


* Sir Robert Walpole, efterwards Zarl of Or ſerd. 
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It muſt be allowed, that the Beggar's Opera is not the 
fiſt of Mr Gay's works, wherein he hath been faulty 
with regard to courtiers and ffateſmen. For to omit his 
other pieces; even in his fables, publiſhed within two 
years paſt, and dedicated to the duke of CunzEALAND, 
for which he was promiſed a reward, he hath been thought 
ſomewhat too bold upon the courtiers. And although it 
be highly probable he meant only the courtiers of former 
times, yet he acted unwarily by not conſidering, that the 
malignity of ſome people might miſinterpret what he ſaid 
to the diſadyantage of preſent perſons and affairs. 

But I have now done with Mr Gay as a politician; and 
ſhall conſider him henceforward only as author of the 
Beggar's Opera, wherein he hath by a turn of humour, 
entirely new, placed vices of all kinds in the ſtrongeſt and 
molt odious light; and thereby done eminent ſervice both 
to religion and morality. This appears from the unpa- 
ralled ſucceſs he hath met with. All ranks, partzes, 
and denominations of men either crowding to fee his - 
pera, or reading it with delight in their cloſets ; even 
miniſters of ſtate, whom he is thought to have moſt of- 
fended, (next to thoſe whom the actors repreſent) ap- 
pearing frequently at the theatre from a conſciouſneſs of 
their own innocence, and to convince the world how un- 
juſt a parallel malice, envy, and diſaffedtion to the govern- 
ment have made. 

I am aſſured that ſeveral worthy clergymen in this city 
went privately to ſee the Beggar's Opera repreſented ; and 
that the fieering coxcombs in the pit amuſed themſelves 
with making — and ſpreading the names of thoſe 
gentlemen round the audience. 

I ſhall not pretend to vindicate a clergyman, who would 
appear openly in his habit at a „etre with ſuch a vici- 
ous crew as might probably ſtand round him, at ſuch c- 
medics and profane tragedies as are often repreſented. 
Beiides, I know very well, that perſons of their function 
are buund to avoid the appearance of evil, or of giving 
cauſe of offence. But when the ard chancellors, who 
are keepers of the king's conſcience ; when the judges of 
the land, whoſe title is reverend; when /adies, who are 

bound by the rules of their ſex to the ſtricteſt decency, 
appear in the there without cenſure; I cannat _ 
and, 
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ſtand, why a young clerge-man, who comes concealed 
out of curioſity to fee an innocent and moral play, ſhould 
be ſo highly coudemned : nor do I much approve the ri- 
gour of a great prelate, who ſaid, he hoped nome / his 
clergy were there, I am glad to hear there are no 
weighticr objections againſt that reverend body planted in 
this city, and I wiſh there never may. But I ſhould be 
very ſorry that any of them ſhould be ſo weak, as to i- 
mitate a court- chain in ENGLAND, who preached a- 
gainſt the Beggar's Opera, which will probably do more 
good, than a thouſand fermons of ſo ſtupid, fo iajudici- 
ous, and fo prottitute a divine “. 

In this happy performance. of Mr Gar's all the cha- 
raters are juſt, and none of them carried beyond nature, 
or hardly beyond practice. It diſcovers the whole ſyſtem 
of that common-wealth, or that ie in imperic of 
iniquity, eſtabliſhed among us, by which neither our lives 
nor our properties are ſecure, either ia the high-ways, 
or in public aſſemblies, or even in our ewn houſes, It 
ſhews the miſerable lives, and the conſtant fate of thoſe 
abandoned wretcines: for how little they fell their lives 
and ſouls; betrayed by their 1/2727, their comrades, ard 
the receivers and purchaſers of thoſe thefts and rebbe- 
ries. This cue contains likewife a fatirs, which, 
without enquiring whether it affects the preſent age, may 
poſhbly be uſe ful in times to come. I mean, where the 
author takes the occaſion of comparing thoſe como - 
bers of the public, and their ſeveral ſtratagems of hetra je 
ing, undermining, and hanging each other, to the ers- 
ral arts of iu in times of corruption. 

This comedy likewiſe expoſeth, with great ivſtice, that 
unnatural taſte for Italian muſic among us, which is whel- 
ly unfuitable to our northern c/iznate and the genius of 
the people, whereby we arc over-run with Italian v 
nacy, and Italian nonſenſe. An old gentlemaa ſaid to 
me, that many years ago, when the practice of an nnna- 
tural vice grew frequent in London, and muy were pro- 
ſecuted for it, he was ſure it would be the tore-runcer 


Dr Thomas Heron, chaliin to the ſociety at Lincoln's 
inn, afterward Biſhop of Bangor, aſter that Aich buhor of Tork, 
and now Archbiſhop of Canterbuty. 
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of Italian operas and fingers; and then we ſhould want 
nothing but ſtabbing, or poiſoning, to make us perfect 
Italians. 

Upon the whole, I deliver my judgment, that nothing 
but ſervile attachment to a party, affectation of ſingula- 
rity, lamentable dullneſs, miſtaken zeal, or ſtudied hy- 
pocriſy, can have the leaſt reaſonable objection againſt 
this excellent moral performance of the celebrated Mr 
Gar. 


NUMBER XIX. 
Sic vor non vobis vellera ſertis, cover. 


{N. B. In the following diſcourſe the author perſonates a 
country-gentleman in the North of Ireland. And this letter 
is ſuppoſed as directed to the Drapier.] 


AVING, on the 12th of October laſt, received a 

letter, ſigned AnDREw DEALER, and PATRICK 

PEwNYLESS, I believe the following paper, juſt come to 
my hands, will be a ſufficient anſwer to it. 


SIX, 


AM a country gentleman, and a member of parlia- 
ment, with an eſtate of about 1400/. a year; which, 

as a northern landlord, I receive from above two hun- 
dred tenants : and my lands having been let near twenty 
years ago, the. rents, until very lately, were eſteemed to 
be not above half value; yet by the intolerable ſcarcity 
of Auer, I he under the greateſt difficultics in receiving 
them, as well as in paying my labourers, or buying any 
thing neceſſary for my family from tradeſmen, who are 
not able to be long out of their z0ney. But the ſuffer- 
ings of mc, and thoſe of my rank, are trifles in compari- 
ſon cf what the meaner ſort undergo; ſuch as the buyers 
and eller at fairs and markets ; the /hoypkeepers in every 
team; the farmers in general; all thoſe who travel with 
Ach, pirltty, pedlaryz-ware, and other convenicncies to 
|: but more eſpecially kandicraſti-men, who work for 
us 
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us by the day; and common labourers, whom I have al- 
ready mentioned. Both theſe kind of people 1 am forc- 
ed to employ until their wages amount to a deuble piſtole, 
or a moidore, (for we hardly have any — of lower va- 
lue left us) to divide it among themſelves as they can: 
and this is generally done at an ale-houſe, or brandy- 
ſhop ; where, beſides the coſt of getting drunk, (which 
is uſually the caſe) they mult pay ten pence or a ſhilling 
for changing their piece into luer to ſome huckftering 
fellow, who follows that trades. But, what is infinite ly 
worſe, thoſe poor men for want of due payment are forc- 
ed to take up their oat-meal and other neceſſaries of life 
at almoſt double value; and conſequently are not able to 
diſcharge half their ſcore, eſpecially under the ſcarceneſs 
of corn ſor two years paſt, and the melancholy diſap- 
pointment of the preſent crop, 

The cauſes of this, and a thouſand other evils, are 
elear aad manifeſt to you and all thinking men, although 
hidden from the vulgar : theſe indeed complain of bard 
times, the dearth of corn, the want of money, the bad- 
nefs of ſcaſons; that their goods bear no price, and the 
poor cannot find work; but their weak reaſonings never 
carry them to the hatred and contempt born us by our 
neighbours and brethren without the leaſt grounds of 
provocation, who rejoice at our ſufferings, although 
ſometimes to their own difadvantage. They conſider not 
the dead weight upon every beneficial branch of our trade; 
that half our revenues are annually ſent to England; with 
many other grievances peculiar to this unhappy kingdom; 
which keeps us from enjoying the common benefits of 
mankind ; as you and ſome other lovers of their country 
have ſo often obſerved with ſuch good inclications, ard 
ſo little effect. 

It is true indeed, that under our circumſtances in ge- 
neral this complaint for the want of e r may appear as 
ridiculous, as for a man to be impatient about a cu! Hug- 
er, when he is ſtruck with the plague: and yet a poor 
fellow going to the gallus may be allowed to feel the 
ſmart of avaſps, while he is upon Tyburn road. This 
misforrune is fo urging, and vexatious in every kind of 
ſmall traffic, and ſo hourly preiling upon all perſons in 
the country whatſoever, that à hundred inconvenicrcies 
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of perhaps greater moment in themſelves have been tame- 
ly ſubmitted to with far leſs diſquietude and murmurs. 
And the caſe ſeems yet the harder, if it be true, what 
many fkilfal men aſſert, that nothing is more eaſy than 
a remedy; and, that the want of //ver, in proportion 
to the little geld remaining among us, is altogether as un- 
neceſſary, as it is taconvenient. A perſon of diſtinction 
aſſured me very lately, that, in diſcourſing with the * 
lord lieutenant before his laſt return to England, his ex- 
cellency ſaid, He had preſſed the matter often, in proper 
tire and place, and 17 proper perſans ; and could not 
fee any difficulty of the leafl moment, that could prevent 
us from being made eaſy upon this article. 

Whoever carries to England twenty ſeven Engliſh ſhil- 
lings, and brings back one mo:dore of full weight, is a 
gainer of nine pence Iriſh : in a guinea, the advantage is 
three pence; and two pence in a fri/fole, The Baxx- 
es, Who are generally maſters of all our g and „l- 
der, with this advantage, have ſent over as much of the 
latter, as came into their hands. The value of one thou- 
ſand mcoideres in lter would thus amount in clear profit 
to 37/. 107. The /hopkeepers, and other traders, 
who go to London to buy goods, followed the ſame prac- 
tice ; by which we have been driven into this inſupport- 
able diſtreſs. 

To a common thinker it ſhould ſeem, that nothin 
would be more eaſy, than for the government to ao 
this evil, at any time they ſhall pleaſe. When the value 
of yuineas was lowered in England from 217. and 64, 
to only 217. the conſequences to this kingdom were ob- 
vious, and manifeſt to us all: and a ſober man may be 
allowed at leaſt to wonder, although he dare not com- 
plain, why a new regulation of c among us was not 
then made; much more, why i Eath never been ſince. 
it would furely require no very profound ſkill in Algebra 
ro reduce the difference of vine pence in thirty /hillings, 
or three hence in a guinea to leſs than a ſarthing ; and 
to ſmall à fraction could be no temptation cither to bank- 
ers tu hazard their Acer at fea, or tradeſmen to load 
themſcl; es with it in their jourmes to England. In my 


* Ihe Lord Cartcret. 
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humble opinion it would be no unſeaſonable condeſcenſi- 
on, if the government would graciouſly pleaſe to ſignify 
to the poor loyal proteſtant ſubjetts of Ireland, either that 
this miſerable want of „i t is not poſhble to be remedi- 
ed in any degree by the niceſt ſkill in Arithmetic; or 
elſe, that it doth not ſtand with the good pleaſure of 
England, to ſuffer any fi/ver at all among us. In the 
former cafe, it would be madneſs to expect impoſſibili- 
tics; and in the other, we muſt fubmit: for lives and 
fortunes are always at the mercy of the conqueroR. 

The queſtion hath been often put in printed papers, 
by the Daarizx and others, or perhaps by the fame 
wRITER under different ſtyles, why this kingdom ſhould 
not be permitted to have a it of its own for the coin- 
age of geld, ſilver, and copper ; which is a power exer- 
ciſed by many 6i/Þhsps, and every petty prince in Ger- 
many ? but this queſtion hath never been anſwered; nor 
the leaſt application, that I have heard of, made to the 
crown from hence for the grant of a public mint ; al- 
though it ſtands upon record, that ſeveral cities and cor- 
porations here had the liberty of cin⁰j¹¹, filver. I can 
ſce no reaſons, why we alone of all nations are thus re- 
ſtrained, but fuch as I dare not mention: oaly thus far 
I may venture, that Ireland is the ſirſt imperial kingdom 
ſince Nimrod, which ever wanted power to ca their own 
money. 

I know very well, that in England it is lawful for any 
ſubject to petition either the prince or the parliament, 
provided it be done in a dutiful and regular manner: but 
what is lawful for a ſubject of Irekud, 1 profeſs I can- 
not determine: nor will undertake, that the prixter all 
not be proſecuted in a court of ju/tic? for publiſhing my 
ah, that a poor ſhop-keeper might be able to change 
a gulued or a mvtire, when a cuſtomer comes for a 
craun worth of goods. I have known lefs crimes pu- 
niſned with the utmoit ſeverity, under the title of % 
fetion. And cannot but approve the wiſdom of the 
ancients, Who, atter Altrea had fled from the earth, at 
leatt took care to provide three upright judges for hell, 
Meas cars among us are indeed grown fo nice, that who- 
ever h.ppens to think out of fathion, in what relates to 
the welfare of this kingdom, dare nut fo much as com- 
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plain of the ?ooth-ach, leſt our weak and buſy dabblers 
ta politics ſhould be ready to ſwear againſt him for Ji/af- 
fection, 

There was a method practiſed by Sir Ambroſe Craw- 
ley, the great dealer in jr27-w9rks, which I wonder the 
gentlemen of our country under this great exigence have 
not thought fit to imitate. In the ſeveral town and vil- 
lages where he dealt, and many milcs round, he gave 
otes inſtead of money (from iw72 pence to twenty ſhil- 
linzs which 8 current in all ſhops and markets, as 
well as in houſes, where meat or drink was fold. I fee 
no reaſon, why the like practice may not be introduced 
among us with ſome degree of ſucceſs; or at leaſt may 
not ſerve as a har expedient in this our bleed age of 
paper: which as it diſchargeth all our greateſt payments, 
may be equally uſcful in the fmaller, and may juſt keep 
us alive, until an Engliſh a& , parliament ſhall farbid it. 

- I have been told, that among ſome of our pooreſt A- 
merican colonies upon the continent, the people enjoy the 
liberty of cuttipg the little 77-229 among them into halves 
and quarters for the convenicncies of {mall traffic. How 
tappy thould we be ia compariſon of our preſent conditi- 
on, if the like privilege were granted to us of employing 
the ſheers, for want of a 1zzt, upon our foreign 241d, by 
clipping it into hal/-crowns, and jr:{{ings, and even low- 
er denominations ; for beggars muſt be content to live 
upon ſcraps ; and it would be our felicity, that theſe 
ſcraps could never be exported to other countries, while 
any thing better was left. : | 

If neither of theſe projects will avail, I fee nothing left 
us but to truck and barter our goods hike the avild Indians 
with cach other, or with our too puwertal netghbours 
only with this difadvantay;e on our de, that the Indians 
enjoy the product of theu own land; whereas the better 
half of ours is ſent away, without ſo much as a recom- 
pence in huge, or g/afs in return. 

It muſt nceds be à very comfortable circuinitance in 
the preſent juncture, that ſome thouſand families are 
gone, are going, or preparing to go from hence and ſet- 
tle themſelves w America : the poorer ſort for want of 
work; the farmers, whole beneficial bargains are now 
become a rack rent too hard to be borne, and thoſe who 

| baye 
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have any ready money, or can purchaſe any by the ſale 
of their goods or leaſes, becauſe they find their fortunes 
hourly decaying, that their goods ul} bear no price, and 
that few or none have any ney to buy the very neceſſa- 
rics of life, are haſtening to follow their departed neigh- 
bours. It is true, cor7 among us carries a very high 
price; but it is for the ſame reaſon, that rats and cuts 
and dead hrſes have been often bought for gd in a town 
beſieged. 

There is a perſon of quality in my neigkbourhcod, 
who twenty years ago, when he was juſt come to age, be- 
ing unexpericuced and of a generous temper, let lus lar ds, 
even as times weut then, at a low rate to able tenants; 
and conſequently by the rife of land fiace that time look- 
ed upon his eſtate to be ſet at half value: but numbers of 
theſe tenants or their deſcendants are now offering to fel] 
their leaſes by cant “, even thoſe which were for lives, 


ſome of them renewable for ever, and tome fee- farms, 


which the landlord himſelf hath bought in at half the 
rice they would have yielded ſeven years ago. And 
me leaſes let at the ſame ume for lives have been given 

up to him without any conſideration at all. | 

This is the moſt favouravle face of all things at preſent 
amoag us; I fay, among us of the North, who arc e- 
Reemed the only thriving people of the kingdom. And 
how far, and how foon this miſcry and defolation may 
ſpread, is eaſy to fore - ſce. 

The vaſt ſums of ue, y daily carried off by our nume- 
rous adveiturers to America have deprived us of our gold 
in theſe parts, almoſt as much as of our i/ver. And the 
good wives who come to our houſes ofer us their pieces 
of linden, upon which their whole dependance lies, for 
ſo little proſit, that it can neither half pay their rents, 
nor half ſupport their families. 

It is remarkable, that this enthuſiaſm ſpread among our 
Northern people, of ſheltering themſelves in the contin- 
ent of America, hath no other foundation than their pre- 
ſent inſupportable condition at home. I have made all 
poſſible caquiries to learn what encouragement our peo- 
ple have met with, by any intelligence from thoſe plautati- 


* Cant or auction. 
ons, 
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ons, ſufficient to make them undertake ſo tedious and ha. 
zardous a voyage, in all ſcaſons of the year, and ſo ill 
accommodated in thei: ſhips, that many of them have 
died miſerably in their pailage, but coull never get one 
ſatisfactory anſwer. Soincbody, they know not who, 
had written a letter to his friend or couſin from thence, 
inviting him by all means to come over; that it was a fine 
fruitful country, and to be held for ever at a penny an 
acre. But the truth of the fact is this: the Englith eſta- 
bliſhed in thoſe colonies are in great want of men to inha- 
bit that tract of ground, which lies between them and the 
«vi14 Indians, who are not reduced under their domini- 
on. We read of ſome barbarous people, u hom the Ro- 
mans placed in their army for no other ſervice than to 
blunt their enemies ſwords, and afterwards to fill up 
trenches with their dead bodies. And thus our people, 
who tranſport themſelves, are ſettled in thoſe interjacent 
tracts, as a ſcreen agaiialt the inſults of the ſavages ; and 
may have as much lands as they can clear from the woods 
at a very reaſonable rate, if they can afford to pay about 
a hundred years purchaſe by their labour. Now, beſides 
the /ox's reaſon “, which inclines all thoſe who have al- 
ready ventured thither to repreſent every thing in a falſe 
light, as well for juttifying their own conduct, as for get- 
ting companions in their miſery, the governing people in 
thoſc plantatioas have alſo wiſely provided, that no let- 
ters {hail be ſuffered to paſs from thence hither without 
being firſt viewed by the council; by which our people 
here are wholly deccived in the opinions they have of the 
happy condition of their friends gone before them. This 
was accidentally diſcovered ſome months ago by an honeſt 
man, who having tranſported himfclf and family thither, 
and finding all things directly contrary to his hope, had 
the luck to convey a private note by a faithful hand to 
his rclauon here, entreatiog him not to think of ſuch a 
voyage, and to diſcourage all his friends from attempting 
it. Yet this, although it be a truth well known, hath 
produced very little enect; which is no manner of won- 
der: for as it is natural to a man in a fever to turn often, 


» The fox who, having loſt his tail, would have pe: ſuaded 
the rett to cut of cheirs. 
although 
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although without any hope of caſc; or when he is pur- 
ſued, to leap down a precipice to avoid an enemy juſt at 
his back; ſo men in the extremeſt degree of miſery and 
want will naturally fly to the firſt appearance of relief, 
let it be ever ſo vain or viſionary. 

You may obſerve, that I have very ſuperficially touch- 
ed the ſubje& I beg in with, nd with the utmoſt caution ; 
for I know how criminai the leaſt complaint hath been 
thought, however ſeaſonable or jaſt or honeſtly intended, 
which hath forced me to offer up my daily pravers, that 
it may never, at leaſt in my time, be interpreted by in- 
uendos as a falſe, ſcandalous, ſeditious, and diſaffected 
action for a man to roar under an acute fit of the gout ; 
which, beſides. the loſs and the danger, would be very 
inconvenient to one of my age, ſo ſeverely afflicted with 
that diſtemper. 

1 wiſh you good ſucceſs, but I can promiſe you little, 
in an ungrateful office you have taken up without the leaſt 
view either to reputation or profit. Perhaps your com- 
fort is, that none but vi//ains and betrayers of their coun- 
try can be your exemies. Upon which I have little to 
ſay, having not the honour to be acquainted with many 
of that fort; and therefore as you may eaſily believe, am 
compelled to lead a very retired life, 


Jam, SIR, 
Taur maſt obedient 


Humble Servant, 


A. NorTH. 


County of Doryn, 
Dec. 2, 1728, 


REvMaAanks 


1 
Rexanxxs on Dr Swirr's Tracts relating to 
IRELAND. 


Taken from Mr Drau Swirr's Es$ar, 

Theſe tracts may, for any thing I know to the contrary, be 
thought local and temporary ; and perhaps for that reaſon may 
chance to be neglected by ſucceeding generations; which hap- 
pens to be the fate of almoſt all other points of hiſtery, except- 
ing thoſe only which are ſtiffly ſupported by the clamour and vi- 
rule nce of contending parties, according to their ſeveral views 
and intereſts in the commonwealth. But as the writings of Dr 
Swift, and particularly the Drapier's letters are founded on the 
ſecure baſis of the laws of his country, and ſupported through- 
out the whole with the warmeſt zeal for liberty, they will for 
ever command the veneration of thoſe who are not unworthy to 
enjoy the bleſſings of our conſtitution. For although it be a 
truth ſcarce ever regatded, the ſubject matter wich happens to 
give riſe to any political treatiſe whatſoever is but of little con- 
ſe zuence; that ſpirit which is conveyed in the writings of a pa- 
triot, who is equally faithful to his King and ccuntry, being that 
alone which improveth our faculties, and therefore hath a claim 
to all the deepeſt of our attention, let vhat age or nation ſo- 
ever boalt of the honour of his genius. But if the inhabitants 
of theſe vations, and particulariy the people of Ireland, will 
continue to be like the dead adder, which refuſtth to hear the 
voice of the charmer, charm he never {6 viſely; the time may | 
come, when, tor want of a patriot inſpired like Dr S ift to appriſe 
them of their danger, they may be doomed to chains and flav- 
ery, by he c.ncwrivance of ſome wicked impoſtor that may lie 
in wait tor their d-'trution. Conſider therefore, ye ſons of 
Ireland, what hardthips hal like to have been inflicted upon your 
wiſe, your courage rus | ative; conGder what perſecutions were 
ſet on foot avuwivult bim by flares and wretches, for no other 
crime bu: that uf detindin./ your libertics, or rather indeed for 
maintaining the very exiitence of your country, againſt one vile 
inſi niſicant mechanic hinz not becauſe that evil day is paſt, 
that in the womb of time t cre cannot be any further projects 
to a:dermine your liberties Havre ye not ſcen pretended pa- 
triots of [fe years, which have proftituted their im jous pens to 
ſerve the vileſt purpoles ? Lut thanks be to God! their writings 
| have 
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have periſhed, and their names are univerſally pronounced with 
abhorrence, contempt, and execration. Read therefore and 
imbibe the political principles of Dr Swift; engrave them on 
the tablet of your hearts; teach them unto your childrens 
children; and above all things remember to fix an indelible mark 
of infamy upon thoſe men who by their words, their actions, 
and other wicked inſinuating artifices, endeavour to ſap the vi- 
tals of your liberty. For be aſſured, that in the day of trial 
they will approve themſelves to their maſters to be corrupted 
flaves and traitors to their country, 

As to the piece intitled, 4 frort view of the ſtate of Ireland,. 
written in 1727, [above, p. 156.) I cannot but declare myſelf 
heartily ſorry, that I am forced to diſagree with Lord Orrery 
with regard to his critic on it (above, p. 163.] For ſurely among 
all the pleaſures and delights which have any reſpect unto this 
habitable world, there can be none more generous, more intel- 
leftual, and more divine, than to rejoice in the proſperity of 
our country. But alas! the miſeries of Ireland being the ef- 
fects of a thouſand cauſes, are, I am afraid, incurable. At leaſt 
all remedies but one (which is aboliſhing the uſe of gold and 
Glver out of the whole community; a ſcheme too philoſophical, 
and perhaps too chimerical for ſo corrupted an age to reduce into 
practice) appear to be ſo exceedingly deſperate, that I verily 
believe it would require a lepiflator equal to the conductor of 
the Iſraclites out of the land of Egypt, to make them a rich 
and flouriſhiag people, notwithſtanding the fertility of their ſoil, 
and the temperature of their climate. 

I wonder, that any man could poſſibly reſide for the greater 
part of eighteen years in Ireland, without remarking to his in- 
finite regret, that no people in the Chriſtian world are fo deſti- 
tute of raiment, food, and all the convenicncies of life, as the 
inhabitants of that wretched kingdom, not withſtanding that by 
God and nature it is perhaps the moſt favoured of any country 
upon earth. Optima natio, peſſima gens, was, I remember Dr 
Swift's periphraſis for Ireland, whenever his patriot indignation 
was raiſed againſt the abſurdity of their conduct and politics. 

In the Hort view the Doctor enumerates fourteen cauſes of 
any country's flouriſhing and growing rich, and then examines 
what effects ariſe from theſe cauſes in Ireland. I am well con- 
vinccd, that ſome few alterations have taken place fince 1727. 
But whether in fact theſe altcrations have at all contributed to 
the intereſt of the weal-public ; or whether it appears they have 
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had the leaſt eſfect towards baniſhing complaining from our 
ſtreets, is at preſont one of the points to be conſidered; and the 
other is, how far the remarks of Dr Sift are equally true at 
this day as il.ey were in 1727. 

I cannot but inſiſt upon it, that Ireland, with regard to 
twelve articles out of the fourteen is jult in the ſame condition, 
and labours under the ſame diſadvantages, this preſent year 
1754, as it did in the year 1727. 

With reſpect to the ſeventh article ſabove, p. 157. 159.] which 
concerns the improvement of land, and the encouragement of 
agriculture, Ireland is by far in a worſe ſituation at preſent than 
it was in 1727, notwithſtanding many appearances to the con- 
trary. For alikcugh it be certain that great improvements, and 
particularly the ſineſt roads perhaps in the world, have been 
mad fince that epoch, flocks and herds have been only thereby 
multiplied. And although it be aſſerted by Lord Orrery (above, 
p. 163. J. that agriculture is eul iv ated Ci e. that the culture of 
land is cultivated] in Ireland; the greater part of the husbandmen, 
the labourers and the poor, have, merely for the ſake of thoſe 
curſed cattle which are the bane of Ireland, been driven out of 
their wretched habitations, and banithed the country, helpleſs, 
naked, and forlorn; to rot, ſtarve, and periſh in deſolate places, 
to the great diminution of the inhabitants, 

And as to the fourieenth article [above, p. 157. 160. ), the 
people of Ireland, by their folly, their madneſs, their luxury, 
and Jiſregard to all public intereſt, are by many degrees in a 
more wretched condition than they were in 1727; the moſt cem- 
mon neccfſavics, even their corn, their ale, and their potatoes 
being, to the ſhame and confuſion of their poli:ics, imported 
from abroad, as well as their tea, their claret, and their ſpices. 

As to the pamphlet intitled, Amide propr/cl. etc. | above, p. 
32$.], it is a humorous treatiſc,, equally the product of Ceſpair 
and benevolence; and ſeemeth to have been written in the bit- 
terneſs of the Dean's ſoul, and principally addreſſed to the con - 
ſideration of thoſe mercileſs tyrants which ſtarve and oppreſs 
their fellow-creatures, even to the ſhame and deſtruction of their 
country. His propoſal is, to fatten up the children of beggars. 
cottagers and farmers, as they do lambs and pigs for the mar- 
| kets, and fell their carcaſes to the rich; a food which he de- 
clares to be very proper for laudlords ; who, as they have al- 
ready devoured molt of the parents, ſeem to have the beſt title 
to their children. 

The end of the Thixd VoLUME, 
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The Dxrarigr DEMOLISHED, and ſet out in his 
own proper colours; being a full Conxu- 
TATION of all his A&GUMENTS againſt Mr 
Wood's HALF-PENCE “. 


By Wirriau Woop, Eſq; 
Written in the year 1724. 


Te good people of Ireland, 


MAKE not the leaſt doubt, when ye have impartially 
I weighed and conſidered what I ſhall ofter upon the 
preſent occaſion in my own defence, and againtt your 
Drapier, when ye ſhall make an exact aj/ay of the argu- 
ments on both ſides between him and me; and, laſtly, 
when ye ſhall obſerve, as I ſhall point it out, rhe abutive 
and reproachful lafguage wich which he hus treated me; 
I ſay, as I ſaid before, I mate not the lcaſt doubt, but 
ye will all to a man reject him, and enwvrace me wich 
open arms. | 
In his firſt letter to the tradeſmen, ophoepers, rr mee 
ert, and camman people in gerteras of the kingdom of tres 
land above, p. 13.], be begins with the wheedling 
camble of brethren, friends, untreu, and fallen 
ſechjedts, A loving beginning indeed! Bur | wor.deo which 
of us two loves you beſt; he that is getung vou nao mo- 
ney at all, or | who am this preicat ↄrovi ling more mo- 
ney for you than you ſhall know wht to ds wwn ad! 
O ſad! I am really concerned for tte poor Dre, 
Soon after he procceds, and ſays, 
« It is a great fault a:;noag you, that when a p2i{on 
© writes with no other intention than to do you guud, 


+ This piece, ind the Intelligencer, No ig. e we 
taken from the ↄtn veline of Fife Wc! + 


London in 1781. Both ther vireny ann Wet 4 
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vou will not be at the pains to read his advices,” 


13. 

leres indeed ! This he did to draw you in like 

fo many genes to ſwallow his falſe ar DEMS 3 and 

you ſee he has accompliſhed his end at ; for had ye 

not read his letters, ye mi ght have had the benefit of my 

half pence theſe five or fix mon 
Now you muſt know, 8 

« things in in En gland paſs for very little more than they 
« are worth; s , and 
oy ſell them to the brafer, you would not e much a- 
% bove a penny in a ſhilling. But Mr Wood made his 
* half-pence of ſuch baſe metal, and ſo much ſmaller than 
« the Engliſh ones, that the braſier would hardly give 

«© you above a penny of good money for a ſhilling of his,” 

14.4 
2 would he give three pence. But one may ſee his 
malice here with half an eye. He does not tell of the 
vaſt expence and trouble I am at in coining ; the number 
of clerks I keep in pay; how much I was out of 
in getting my patent ; the great expence I ſhall be at in 
ſhipping them to Ireland; which mut, in the nature of 
things, be a vaſt drawback to the profit which I ought to 
have for my trouble; and therefore it cannot be ſuppoſed 
I can either put as much or as good copper in the half- 
for Ireland, as thoſe for England. But, good 
Lord! is not a half-penny a half-penny when once it is 
called ſo; and if it paſſes for a half-penny, can you ex- 
any more? Good people, never mind one word he 

ys, though he ſells you a dozen hats at five ſhillings a- 
piece, which is three pound, is but five ſhillings in my 
money; this is perfect tranſub/iantiation to juggle you 
out of your ſenſes three pound is but five ſhillings ! 
Well, if this be his computation, I have done. 

« This ſame Mr Wood was able to attend conſtantly 
& for his own intereſt; [ and why ſhould not 1; © he 
« is an Engliſhman, and had great friends,” [ God be 
thanked for that]; and it ſeems knew very well where 
* to give money to thoſe that would ſpeak to others, 
* that could ſpeak to the King, and would tell a fair 
« ſtory.” [I grant that, and what would he aged. 
Then he proceeds: If his Majeſty the King faw that 
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it would utterly ruin the kingdom of Ireland, he would 
% ſhew his diſpleaſure to ſome body or other. But a 
„ word to the wiſe is enough. {We know his mean- 
ing by his mumping ; he had as well ſpoken what be 
thought, like an honeſt man. He proceeds]: Moſt 
« of you mult have heard with what anger our honour- 
„able houſe of commons received an account of this 
% Wood's patent. There were feveral fine 
„made upon it, and plain proofs, that it was all a wick - 
* ed cheat, from the bottom to the top; and ſeveral 
* ſmart votes were printed, which that fame Wood had 
« the aſſurance to anſwer likewiſc in print, and in ſo con- 
0 fident a way, as if he were a better man than our whole 
* parliament put together.” [p. x5.] 

The parliament was angry — f] — found 
me to be a wicked cheat — and I anſwered as if I had 
been a better man than the whole parhament. Well, 
I find this Drapier will ſay any thing; but I am very glad 
all the kingdom of Ireland knows to the contrary. Let 
the Drapier anſwer me only theſe three queſtions : where 


did this parliament fit? And where are the ſpeeches ? 
And where is my anſwer ? 


« The common foldier, when he goes to the market 


or alchouſe, will offer this money,” [meaning my half · 
pence}; ** and if it be refuſed, perhaps he will ſwagger 
% and hector, and threaten to beat the butcher or ale- 
« wife” [threaten indeed! he will do it in earneſt], 
« or take the goods by force, and throw them the bad 
* half-pence.” [Why ſhould he not? Is it any robbe- 
ry if he pays them!] * In this and the like caſes, the 
% ſhopkeeper, or victualler, or any other tradeſman, has 
% no more to do, than to demand ten times the price of 
* his goods, if it is to be paid in Wood's money; for 
example, twenty pence for a quart of ale.” [p. 16.] 
The devil is in his ience, twenty pence for a quart 
of ale! | believe ſuch another propoſal was never ſince 
Adam. To conſider all other things in proportion, what 
miſchief would this occaſion ? Thar is, fiftcen ſhillings a- 
bottle for claret, at cighteen pence a- bottle; for a flaſk 
of Burgundy five and forty ſhillings ; fifty ſhillings a-day 
for a coach; ten ſhillings a dinner for a twelve-penny or- 
dinary; thirty ſhillings a-day for a chair; ten pence a 

Hh a freſh 
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freſh egg; five pence a half-penny roll; two pence half- 
penny for a pint of ſmall beer. In ſhort, by his advice, 
vidtuallers, vintners, and trades-folk would ſoon get all 
the money of the kingdom into their own hands, ſhould 
they all follow the pot-of-ale example. And now to 
conſider the poor, they would be undone by the Dra- 
picr's advice; the butcher would have eighteen pence for 
a ſheep's head ; the baker ten ſhillings for a twelve-pen- 
ny loaf; and thus would it be in proportion as to all their 
other exigencies. No, no, rather take my advice; two 
pence a-quart, and my bleing. 
In p. 16. he denies that my half-pence are lawful mo- - 
ney of England or Ireland. 1 — then he would have 
th: m lawfa} money of Scotland or Wales; for they muſt 
be lawſul ſome-where. For does he think, under the 
ſcarcity of money we find at preſent, that we can afford 
to let tourſcore and ten thouſand pound lic dead? I need 
no other argument to ſhew what a friend he is to the 
ublic. ; 
25 « They fay Squire Conolly hath fixtcen thanked 
* pounds a-year ; now, it he ſends for his rent to town, 
* as it is likely he doth, he muſt have two hundred and 
*« fifty horſes to bring up his half-year's rent.” [p. 17.] 
Suppoſe he muſt, where is the great hardſhip? If a 
man of ſixteen thouſand a- year cannot afford two hundred 
and fifty horſes to draw his money, he deſcrves to want 
it. I'll engage his under tenants will lay it down at his 
door, and it ſhall not coſt him a farthing for the carriage. 
„ Theſe half-pence, if they once paſs, will ſoon be 
«*« counterfeited, becauſe it may be cheaply done, the 
« ſtuff is ſo baſe. The Dutch likewiſe will probably do 
* the fame thing, * ſend them over to us to pay for 
* our goods,” 2 
The ſtuſf is good ſtuff let him ſay what he will; and 
the haif-pence are good half-pence, and 1 will ſtand by 
it: if I made them of ſilver, it would be the fame thing 
to this grumbler. As for their being counterfeit, ſure 
they counterfeit gold and filver, and can one help that? 
for there cver have been rogues of coiners in the world, 
and will be to the end of it. As for the Dutch, it is 
time enough to complain when they do coin. I am cer- 
tain they have not coined one half-penny as yet; and if 
they 
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they ſhould, I ſhall take care to ſtock you ſo well, that 
you ſhall have no occaſion for theirs ; ſo that they may 
carry them home again if they pleaſe, 

It would be very hard, if all Ireland ſhould be put 
4 into one ſcale, and this ſorry fellow Wood into the o- 
„ ther; that Mr Wood and his half-pence ſhould weigh 
„ down this whole kingdom, by which England gets a- 
„ bove a million of good money every year clear into 
te their pockets; and that is more than the Engliſh do by 
« all the world beſides.” [p. 18.] 

Parturiant montes —- But I beg pardon for talking to 
him in a language which he does not underſtand. 

„% A famous /aw-b9o2k, called The mirror of juſtice, 
« diſcourſing of the charters (or laws) ordained by our 
„ ancient kings, declares the law to be as follows: It 
« was ordained, that no 4% of this realm ſhould change, 
© impair, or amend, or make any money than of gold 
« or ilver, without the aſſent of all the counties; that 
« is, as my lord Coke [. Inſt. 576.] fays, without the 
« afſent of parliament.” [p. 19.] 

Then he concludes, according to cuſtom, with his fine 
flattering ſpeeches. 

will now, my dear friends, to fave you the trou- 
ble, ſet before you in ſhort what the law obliges you 
to do, and what it does not oblige you to.“ [This 
Drapier 1s an excellent lawyer, I wonder he is not made 
a Lord Chancellor. 

«« Firſt, you are obliged to take all money in pay- 
« ments which is coined by the king, and is of the En- 
„ glith ſtandard or weight, provided it be of gold or ſil- 
* ver. 

* Secondly, you are not obliged to take any money 
* which is not of gold or filver. 

++ Thardly, much lefs are we obliged to take thofe 
vile halt-pence of that fame Wood. — 

Therefore, my friends, ſtand to it one and all: re- 
* fuſe this filthy traſh. It is no treaſoa to rebel againſt 
„Mr Wood. His Majeſty, in his patent, obliges no 
body to take theſe half-pence.” [p. 21.] 

So then, at this rate, they are coined for no body, 
by ſome body; and ſome body is to get nothing by no 
body. 1 have made a fine hand of my patent and coin- 

Hb 3 age. 
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age. Ye ſee, gentlemen, the force of that argument 
which the Drapier offers; dut I find logic is not his ta- 
lent. Thus have I, with great patience, gone through 
this injurious piece of ſatire upon myſelf contained in this 
firſt letter. But knowing that the beſt undertakers have 
always met with enemies and detractors, I comfort my 
ſelf that I have far defeated this malicious author; that 
you are all convinced, I am now for all your goods; 
and though a perfect ſtranger to the country of Ireland, 
yet a little time will ſhew what induſtry and pains it has 
colt me, to make you a flouniſhing and a happy people. 
It is my inclination to preſerve a good underſtanding be- 
tween me and you, however wicked people may endeav - 
our to interpoſe. Before I conclude, I have one com- 
plaint more: I am told, that pitiful, malicious, infidi- 
out, undermining, ſcribbling Drapier ſet on a parcel of 
tattered, filthy, Iriſh, butter-milt, potatce ſcoundrels, 
to carry my cffigies about in Mood, and afterwards hang 
it at Stephen's Green [above, p. 143-]; for which I 
hope, when the parliament fits, to have ample ſatisfacti - 
on. I am glad that none of the gentry of Ireland were 
concerned in that abominable proceſſion. 


Jam your beſt friend, 


* . 
* 


The INTELLIGENCER, Ne 15x. 


LAMENTATIONS Il. 19. 


Ariſe, cry out in the night : in the beginning of the awat- 
ches pour out thine | a like water before the face of 
the Lord: lift up thy hands towards him, fer the life 
of thy young children, that faint for hunger in the top 
of every ſtreet. | | 


Remember to have read an account, that an ode 
which Pindar writ in honour of the iſland Delos, was 
inſcribed in the temple of Minerva at Athens, in large 
letters of gold. A public and very laudable acknowlege- 


® Sce above, p. 344+ in the notes, 
ment 
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ment for the poet's ingenuity, and for no more than a 
bare compliment ! Such was the encouragement given by 
the great and public-ſpirited Athenians. ' Had the fame 
poet, inſpired by a noble and heroic ardour, by another 
ode awakened and rouſed their whole ſtate againſt an in- 
vading enemy, or opened their eyes againſt any ſecret 
and wicked contrivers of their deſtruction, they would 
have erected him a ſtatue at leaſt. But, alas! that ſpi- 
rit is fled from the world, and long fiance neglected. - Vir 
tue is become her own pay-maſter. My countrymen, 1 
hope, will forgive me, if I complain there bas been ſo 
little notice taken of a ſmall, but moſt excellent pam- 
phlet, written by the Daayres. II is intitled, A 8HorT 
VIEW OF THE STATE OF I&ELAND | above, p. 156.]. 
There never was any treatiſe yet publiſhed, with a zeal 
more generous for the univerſal good of a nation, or a 
defign more ſeaſonable, conſidering our preſent lament- 
able condition: yet we liſten not to the voice of the 
charmer. Whereas it ſhould have been infcribed in ca- 
pital letters, ee of the poet), in the 
molt public part of every corporation-town, through this 
whole kingdom, that people might behold the ſeveral un- 
provoked cauſes of their poverty, our offences towards 
heaven excepted, Nay, I will proceed farther, and ſay, 
that every head of every family ought to inſtruct his chil- 
dren ſo far in this moſt incomparable pamphlet, that they 
ſhould not only underſtand, but be able to repeat by 


heart every ſingle paragraph through the whole. This 


was the method laid down by the wiſeſt lawgiver that e- 
ver the world produced, to gain the hearts of the people, 
by working upon their memories: Deut. vi. 7. 8. 9. 


And thou ſhalt teach them diligently unto thy children, 


and ſhalt talk of them when thou fitteſt in thine houſe, 
and when thou walleſt by the way, and when thou lieſt 
down, and when thou riſeſt up. And thou ſhalt bind 
them for a fign upon thine hand, and they ſhall be as 
frontlets between thine eyes. And thou ſhalt write them 
upon the poſts of thy houſe, and on thy gates. 
And where would be the great —_ ſince we have 
little elſe to do, if every man would read a lecture of the 
ſhort view every day in his family, after reading prayers? 
Nor do I think — aote tay 55 ' 
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ſhould have every page of it reprinted, to be hung up. in 
frames, in every chamber of his houſe ; that it might be 
as evident as the hand-writing on the wall, 

And fince I have ventured thus far to praiſe and re- 
commend this molt inimitable picce, let me ſpeak a few 
words in favour of its auTHoOR. 

I would propoſe to my countrymen before all their mo- 
ney goes off, (it is going as faſt as poſſible), to convert 
it into a few ſtatues to the Da Ar IEA, in thoſe memorable 
parts of this kingdom, where our heroes have ſhone with 
the greateld luſtre, in defence of our - /iberty, and the 
PROTESTANT RELIGION over all Europe; at DERRV, 
at ENNISKILLEN, at BOYNE, at AUGHRIM. Nor 
would ic be amiſs to ſet up a few more about our E- 
TROPOLIS, with that glorious inſcription, LiBERTAS 
ET NATALE SOLUM, 

If our money were metamorphoſed upon fuch a good 
occaſion as this, it would not be in the power of any Cy- 
pſclus *, to get it wto his own coffers; and it would be 
the only method to prevent its being carricd uf, except 
our viceroys ſhould act like the Roman pretects, aud run 
away with our very ſtatues. | 

Courteous reader, mark well what foilows. 

« am aſſured, that it hath for tome time been practiſ- 
„ ed,” etc. [ Here the ſhort view of the ſtate of Ireland, 
above, p. 156. was inſerted verbatim. 


* Cypſeclus, a governor of Corinth, who contrived a tax 


which brought all the money of that ſtate ty himfelf in ten 
| years time. Aviſt. Polit. 


NOTES 


U * 1 


A 
NorEs oMITTED in this volume. 


Page 3. before the note. 

* Upon Dr Swift's arrival in Ireland, that ſpirit which had 
been raiſed againſt him by the Whigs m England, infatuated 
likewiſe the whole populace of Dublin, inſomuch that when he 
walked through the town, he was frequently pointed at and a- 
buſed by ſeveral of the meaner ſhopkeepers, mechanics, and 
other baſe fellows without name or occupation. Theſe abo- 
minable wretches, like their brethren the yahoos, would often 
ſcrape the kennels with their naſty claws, to throw dirt and 
filth at him as he paſſed through the city; all which he bore 
for two or three years, until the brutes became tired of their 
ſcurrility, not ſo much with a reſigned philoſophical patience, 
as indeed with that ſuperior contempt for all unworthy de» 
meanor, which is only to be conceived by the moſt improved 
and exalted minds. But theſe animoſitics having ſubſided for 
two or three years, inſtead of rejoicing over the miſeries of 
that people which had without cauſe borne a tyrannous hate a- 
gainſt him, he began to look down with pity on their diſtreſ- 
ſed condition: he regretted the calamities of his country and 
the abſurdity of thcir politics; he deplored their want of com- 
merce, and lamuntcd all their grievances. At laſt in 720 le 
reſulved, as far as lay in his power, to correct the errors and 
the blunders of his deluded ccuntrymen; and with that view 
he writ ſhort and lively propoſals fer the univerſal uſe of Iriſh 
manufacture, etc.; on 2ccuvunt of which a proſecution was ſet on 
foot againſt Waters the printer of that pamphlet, which was 
carried on with fo much violence, that one William Whithhcc, 
then Chief Juit.ice, thought proper, in a manner the moſt eu- 
traordinary, to keep the jury eleven hours, and to ſend them 
back nine tim<s out of court until he had wearied them into a 
ſpecial verdict, But Whitſhed, a man of low birth and narrow 
education, whoſe whole pittance of learning was confined within 
the magic circle of the laws, the doQrine of precedents, and 
practice of the courts, was by no means aware by what un- 
merciful ſtrokes a patriot and genius like Dr Swift could avenge 
upon him the cauſe both of himſelf and country, Whitſhed, 
armed with power, and ſure to be ſupported, ia the virulen 

= 
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days of party, againſt all thoſe which adhered to their Tory 
principles, firſt gave the alarm to battle by an attack upon 
Waters the printer. Swift, armed with genius, and fired with 
a zeal for liberty and public intereſt, flew directly to the charge. 
But finding he had to deal with an adverſary unequal to the com- 
bat, he contented himſelf for the preſent with giving him three 
or four laſhes, and making him thoroughly contemptible in the 
eyes of the world. But ſoon after Swift had further occaſion 
for exerting all bis powers againſt the unfortunate Whitſhed. 
[See p. 79. 60. J. Swift. 
p. 12. before the note. 

Dr Swift having retired from the political world, and amuf- 
ed himſelf for three or four years with poetry, converſation, 
and trifles, (which is perhaps the fineſt reſt o., a thorough con- 
ſummate genius, that is above all particular ſyſtems and hypo- 
eritical pretences to philoſophy), being alarmed in 2724 with 
freſh matter of indignation to reſume his pen, boldly withſtood 
the whole force of an infamous projector, encouraged and ſup- 
ported in his villany by thoſe who were underſtood to be the 
chief directors in all public affairs. The project of this impu- 
dent fellow was, by virtue of a patent which he bad fraudu- 
ently obtained by the intereſt of the then favourite Chryſeis, 
to coin half-pence for Ireland at about eleven parts in twelve 
under the real yalue, and force their currency in that kingdom; 
which, notwithſtanding his patent, ſuppoſing that he had made 
his half-pence ever ſo good, no man living was obliged, or, by 
virtue of the prerogative of the crown, could be obliged to re- 
ceive in any payment whatever; nothing being in truth the cur» 
rent coin of England or Ireland, beſide gold and ſilver of the 
right ſterling and ſtandard; the baſer metals being ouly accept- 
ed for the conveniency of change, which every man that pleaſ- 
es may reject whenever he thinks proper, without being afraid 
to incur any penalty from the law. This whole matter the 


Doctor laid open in T ſhort treatiſe, the Drapier's firit letter. 
Swift. 


p. 13. before the note. 

The firſt five of the Drapier's letters were publiſhed in pam- 
phlets at different times. The ſixth and ſeventh were firſt pub- 
liſhed in 1735. in the 4th volume of the Dublin edition of Dr 
Swift's works. 

The fixth and ſeventh of the Drapier's letters were procured 
from a friend of the author's in the original manuſcript, as we 
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are aſſured, and have good reaſon to believe: thoſe who are bet- 
ter judges, will ſoon determine whether they are genuine or not. 
It is the opinion of ſeveral wiſe men, that the Drapier's letters, 
and the other writings relating to our poor country [ Ireland}, 
may be very uſcful to poſterity, by warning them for the fu- 
ture to oppoſe the ſame, or the like evil deſigns, however plau- 
ſble they may at firſt appear to unthinking people; or however 
artfully they may be repreſented (like this deſtreftive project of 
William Wood) by thoſe who were to divide the ſpoil with that 
impoſtor; or, laſtly, by proſtitute flatterers, who are ſure to 
find their private account in the ruin of the kingdom; which 
ruin would have certainly followed, if the author, whoever he 
was, had not publiſhed his letters in the moſt proper juncture, 
and fitted to all ſorts of readers; whereby in two or three 
months he turned the whole nation, almoſt to a man, againſt 
that iniquitous ſcheme. —— The letter to the Lord Chancellor 
Middleton is written with much caution, becauſe the author con- 
feſſes himſelf to be Dean of St Patrick's; and I could diſcover 
his name ſubſcribed at the end of the original, although blotred 
out by ſame other hand. I can give no other reaſon why it 
was not printed, than what I have heard; that the writer find- 
ing how effectually the Drapier had ſucceeded, and at the fame 
time how highly the people in power ſeemed to be diſpleaſed, 
thought it more prudent to keep the paper in his cabinet. 
There is but a ſmall part of the addreſs to both houſes of parlia- 
ment that relateth to Wood and his coin. The reſt contains 
ſeveral propoſals for the improvement of Ireland, the many diſ- 
couragements it lies under, and what are the beſt remedies 2 
gainſt them. By many paſſages in the other letters, but 
particularly in the addreſs, concerning the great drain of money 
from Ireland, by abſentees, importation of foreign goods, balance 
of trade, and the like, it appears that the author had taken much 
pains, and been well informed in the buſineſs of computing ; all 
his reaſonings upon that ſubject, although he does nut deſcend 
to particular ſums, agreeing generally with the accounts given 
by others, who have fince made that inquiry their particular 
ſtudy. And it is obſervable, that in the addreſs, as well as in 
one of the other letters, he hath ſpecified ſeveral important ar- 
ticles, that have not been taken notice of by others who came 
after him. Dub. edit. 
p. 142. at the end of the nete. 
However indeed ſuch was the iniquity of the times, that a re- 


ward 
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ward of '30c I. was offered for the author cr the 4th letter, 
chiefly becauſe he had maintained therein the hherty of his coun- 
try, and declared in very high terms wortity ot a brave and re- 
ſolute mind, that he would continue firm and faithful to his ſo- 
vereign Lord the King, whatever turn, in the viciſſitudes of 
this world, his majeſty's affairs might poſſibly take in other 
parts of his dominions. —— I ſhall only remark upon this do- 
ctrine, the contrary of which would, I think, have been high 
treaſon, and againſt his oath of allegiance, that how much foe- 
ver it was condemned in the 1724 by flaves and flatterers ; it 
was in 1745 ſo univerſally eſtabliſhed in the minds of men, that 
if there had been occaſion for the people of Ircland to have drawn 
the ſword in defence of their ſovereign, (which, beſide their loy- 
alty and affection to his majeſty, they have many reaſons to 
thank God for that there was not), K. George II. would un- 
doubtedly have been ſupported in bis right to the imperial king- 
dom of Ireland, let his majeſty's affairs in other parts of his 
dominions have taken what turn they might, by 300,000 as 
brave militia as any to be found throughout all Europe; even 
by the grand-children of thoſe men ſo renowned for their valo- 
rous atchievements in the days of K. William III. As the 
author of the 4th letter could not be diſcovered, Harding the 
printer was indifted in the uſual forms,” and brought to the 
King's bench, to be tried before that William Whitſhed above 


mentioned. But the noble jury, friends to their country and 


to the public intereſt, would not find the bill. Whereupon the 
Chiet Juſtice in a rage diſſolved the jury: on account of which 
he detcrved to have been impeached by the houſe of commons; 
becauſe che ditlolving of a grand jury. etc. Sec above, p. 80. 
I. F. Swift. 

p. 255. J. 13. 

The author begins this tract in the true vein of wit and ſpi- 
rit, by lu ing. — - We have been told in the common neus 
paper that all attempts are to be made this ſeſſion dy the 
* pres yt ans and their abettors for taking off the teſt; as a kind 
« of pr:p:-atory ſtep to make it go down fmeother in Enyland. 
« For it one their Hg ht would ſi ſhine, the pepijis delighted with 
« the blaze would all come in and dance about it. This I take 
* to be a prident method; like that of a diſcreet phyſician, 
„ wao firit gsa new ** eiue to a 44. before he preſeribes it 
[ have quoted this ſhort paſſage for 


„ to a human creature ” 


the ſtyle, as we.! as the matter; and I dare fay, even from hence h 


vou 
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| A paragraph extraftrd from the pamphlet will exemplify wy 
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you will de confirmed in one general obſervacioo, thay Swiſ,, 
maintains and conduQt his metaphors and alluſions, with a juſt - 
neſs particularly delicate and e add. and without the leaſt Riff 

neſs or afſeQation. I have formerly mentioned in what degree 

of contempt and hatred be held the Diſſenters, eſpecially the 

preſdyterians Iabove, p. 222.]; and I nerd oply add, that as, 
this pampdlet was written for the meridian of Ireland. it ought 

$a, heve been placed with the other tracts on the ſame ſubjeH. _ 

Otrery.———— And {© it is placed in this edition. , | 

| 2- 286. after the note at the bottoms of the. page. | 

. This traQ is written under the aſſumed charatter of a Roman , 

Cutholic; by which means the author attacks his adverſaries . 

with a great advantage. He freely acknowleges the feveral a- 

wocious crimes of the papiſts; but at the ſame time pailiates. 


them ſo skilfylly, that, from that very acknowlegement, he. 
enables himſelf to aim the heavier blows at the preſbyterians. 


meaning. [Here the particular paſſage is quoted, beginning thus, 

* We - i wide CATHOLICS to be BRETHREN of the diſſen- 

* ters,” etc. 5. 289. l. 29. ending p. 290. I. 20. — The 

greateſt art, and the keeneſt ſtrokes of irony, diſplay themſelves | 

throughout the whole compoſition: and the concluſion of it is 

drawn up with a mixture of ſerious and ironical arguments that 
ſeem to defy all kinds of refutation. Orrery. 
p- 297+ after the firſt note. 

n e n is e adage to the e of buluad. 

But I cannot avoid obſerving in it, a greater fund of calmneſs, | 

| 

| 

| 


— 


not a leſs degree of ſpirit, than in many other of Swift's poli- 
tical writings. Orrery. 

To be added to remarks on Dr Swift's trafis relating to Ireland, 

at the bottom of p. 362. 

As to Dr Swift's political tracts relating to Ireland wherein 
the rights of the clergy and the cauſe of chriſtianity are expreſſ- 
ly and immediately concerned, I ſhall only obſerve in general, 
that Swift, being a thorough maſter of politics, and, far beyond a 
all the wiſeſt of his contemporaries, deeply verſed in the hiſto- | 
ry of parties, could diſcover at a ſurpriſing diſtance the natural | 
conſequences of thoſe efforts which had been frequently made | | 
during the time he flouriſhed, to ſubvert our happy conſtitution 
both of church and ſtate; inſomuch that he appears, from a 
great variety of his tracts, to have been one of the moſt ſaga- 

Vor. III. , Ii cious 


i, 


— — 
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clons watchmen that ever was known in the church of Chiifh 


Swift. 
p. 28g. L 4. « the word eL ner. 

In the year 137, = bill was brought into the houſe of 
lords, by = great majority of the right reverend the biſhops, 
for enabling them to divide the Iivings of the inferior clergy ; 
which bill was approved of in the privy council of Ireland, and 
paſſed by the lords in parliament. It was afterwards ſent to 
the houſe of commons for their approbation ; but was rejected 
by them with a great majority. The author of the 
conſiderations, who hath always been the beſt friend to the in 
ferior clergy of the church of England, as may be ſeen by many 
parts of his writings, oppoſed this pernicious project with great 
ſacceſs; which, if it had paſſed into a law, would have been of 
the worſt conſequence to this nation. Dub. edit. 2738. 

| p. 222. before the note. 

In the ad volume of Dr Swift's and Mr Pope's Miſcellanies, 
I found the following treatiſe, which had been printed in Lon- 
don, with ſome other of the Dean's works, many years before, 
but at firſt came out by itſelf in the year 2708, as the date 
ſhews: and it was at a juncture, when the diſſenters were en · 


to be now again attempting, with great hope of fuccefs. 
have therefore taken the liberty to make an 

that diſcourſe, omitting oaly ſome paſſages, which relate 
certain perſons, and are of no conſequence to the argument. 
But the author's way of reaſoning ſeems at preſent to have more 
weight, than it had in thoſe times, when the diſcourſe firſt 
appeared. The author, in this letter, perſonates a member 
of parliament here, to a member of parliament in England. 
The ſpeaker mentioned in this letter, was Allen Bro- 
derick, afterwards Chancellor and lord Middleton; and the 
prelate was Dr Lindſay, afterwards Primate. Dub. edit. 1733. 

p. 286. before the note. 

In the years 1732 and 2733, an attempt was made for re- 
pealing the tei - aft in Ireland, introductory of a like attempt in 
England. The various arguments for it were anſwered in e- 
very ſhape; but no way more eſſectually, than by cxamining 
what pretence the preſbyterians had to ſhare in all the privi- 
leges of government, either from their own principles and be- 
haviour, or compared with thoſe of other ſecuries. Under 

former 
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they have ſometimes brethren = 
ted ye gyled their in adverſity 
wiſe. But let them = Yang Aru mi ie 
in their claim = — ö 

to be a part of the eſtabliſhment, 3 
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wht. after vol. 9. add p. 
— 12 
38. after volume, add p. 239 
12. ult. after ſamily, add S. 
=» 23. aſter vol. 7. add p. 164. 
4. wit. after vol. 6. add p. 331. 
1 14. aſter vol. y. add p. 169. 
- 16. aſter vol. 6. odd p. r93. 
4 18. after vol. y. add p. 197. 
2 19. aſter vol. 7. add p. 66. 
ö. ult. after vol. 8. add p. 143. 144. 
343. all. after vol. 7. add p. 213. 


E XIX 4 FT 4. 


pag. lin. 

23. 2. delete the erotehets. 

3s. ur. for Hawhkeſ. read Dub. edit. 

362. delete the hi b. The cad of the und vlone, 


The end of the Tutu VoLune. 
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